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Tais work, which is now offered to the public, is believed to
be the first attempt at a complete Dictionary of the Tamil lan-
guage in alphabetical order. It contains about 58,500 words
being nearly four times as many as are found in the whole
sHIsIT L. )

When the work was commenced the Compilers contemplated
preparing little more than a Vocabulary for the use of Schools.
This will account for the size of the Appendix in the vowels, and
in 5.

It is not supposed to be free from defects, but it is believ-
ed that the work will be highly valuable not only to those who
read the Christian Scriptures in the Tamil language but to those

who study the higher branches of Tamil literature.
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