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Why does he use harsh words who sees the pleasure
which sweet speech yields? Diew.
0, wherefore useth he discourteous words

Who knows full well the sweets of courteous speech.
' Ellis.
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To say disagrecable things when agreeable are at hand,
is like eating untipe fruit when there is ripe. Diew.

Discourteous words when courteous may, be used

Is like the sickly appetite, which calls
Fruit immature, leaving the ripe untouched. Ellis.
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“Jaffna, August 8th, 1844,

TO EDUGATED NATIVES.

We were last discoursing with you on the importance of moral principles foun-
ded in piety or the fear of God, and especially of the importance of a love and
practice of Truth.  We wish to hold your attention to this subject alittle longer,
{6r we are persuaded there s no one thing of more essenl.iaﬁmpt?i'lance to your
present and future svell being than this. -~ Bear with us then; while we proceed
with such remarks as we have to offer. A

Endeayour to mmpress your own minds deeply with a sense of its importance.
There are scores of half-educated young men, who would say—“Yes sir,
yes sir,” toall we have urged on the subject, and in thie turning of one’s back, if oc-
casion offered, would lie, and lie, and lie, even with solemn asseverations, asif they
had been training under the évil one from their infancy. Itis awful to think what a
Jdamnable plunge in falsehivod and deceit your countrymen have made under'th'e
degenerating influences of their false religion. ‘This is strong language, butit is
all deserved, as many of you know full well, What instances of desperate and
blasphemous lying have occurred under the notice of every missionary. In ma-
ny cases too of those who had long professed 1o fear God and keep his command-
ments, What is the. testimony of our civil and criminal consts on this point.
#alsevitnesses may be had all over the land forsix pence or a shilling. Deep'are
the wounds in the peace, happiness and prosperity of your people made by this
soul destroying, evil working sin of lying. Let it be impressed on your minds
then that it is an evil, and a very great evil. It disraptures every bond of socie-
i;‘y, and forces man to prey upon his fellow by the arts of cumning and by the
weight of superior power.

i You are the ones to work out the cure of this great national evil. Those of you
who have been intimately connected in your business with gentlemen of honour
and integrity have learned by their example to appreciate in some degree those
qualities, which sentiments your countrymen at large have never conceived of.
We have been pleased to remark in illustration of this, the striking contrast pres-
ented, in business dealings with a native’who has been conversant only with na-
tives, and with one who has:had considerable dealing with Europeans.

Set before you for examples in the formation of your characters, the wise and
thie good, and not the proud and presumptuous: The wicked may flourish for a time
like the green bay tree, and many a humble soul may be enyious at their prosper-
ity, but their end is rottenness and death. They shall be sought for and not found,
while the righteous shall be exalted toinherit theland: The wheel of God’s Pro-
vidence rolls on with a determinate purpose to exalt the humble and debase the
proud, and though many proud ones climb to the top, and swagger for awhile in
their inaginary greatness, they shall passiaway and their memory be forgotten,
A livtle that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.”

Be persuaded your only sure course of self-elevation is on this foundation.
Your progress may at first be slower than that of some others, but it will be more
certaiti. - The difficulties of this course are more imaginary thanreal. One temp-
tation successfully encountered will give you increased strength to overcome a
second; and when your principles are established, you will wonder at your for-
iner weakness and folly:  Firmness of purpose and decision will enable you to
meet every seducer with a peremptory denial, and the satisfaction of having ele-
vated yourself to & position in morals, where you can respect yourself and enjoy
the respeet ofothiers will be a source of lasting peace and Happiness.

; ' Elor the Morning Star.
Mr: Ep1TOR:

There se¢ims to be a general ecomplaint among Buropeans in this country, that
most of the young nafives educdted by the missionaries make no progress in
knowledge after leaving the seminaries, and even go back, in some measure, to
their sld habits of hedthenism, I have not been in the country long enongh to
have seen this' for myself, and to understand if as well as I couKl wish. From the
known imertness of the native character, I cannot doubt, even without the testi-
mony of otlers, that to some extent, such an evil exists. But from the cireum-
stances of the case, T suspect that there is samething to be said on the dther
side; and the object of this communication is to make the inquiry.

Thesetyoung men have often heard that it is exceedingly desirable to be ac-
quainted with the English language, in order to have access to its great tresisures
of knowledge. But hasnot this subject been presented to them in a blurred and
indistinet way, so as.to convey the impression of something high, and- huge, and
distant, without any respectable aid tolerably easy intermedidte atiainment, plain-
Iy within their_reach? For example, they look at an English Library,  Here
ﬂy\ey get the no very distinet or stmulating idea of Jooks, books, books; books in
generals there are before them some dictionaries, some bodies 6f divinity, sote
of the T'ract Society's publications, some shelvesof Sabbath School books, 5ome
shelves ofEllcydlopediét_s; some rows of Magazines bound and mumbered, some
voluminous Commentaries, some biographies of Bnglish and American pastors,
of little more than local interest; a few hooks of poetry, some outlines of{;istory,
Fcogra phy, &c. &e. Al these together make up what is called a library, abo-
iy of English lLterature.. This library may contain two or three or half a dozen

ofi the really great and important works of the language; but they, with the rest;
are to Tamil youth, only hooks, having the same external appearance. Have
they ever been made to understand; or ratherhave they ever heard, that there is
a'vast difference between a first rate English book and common English books?
For example, that graud work; Bishep Sumner’s Evidences of Christianity deri-
ved from its Nuture and Reception; a work original in plan, neat in diction, logi-
cal'in arrangement, acute and convincing in argument, rich in thought and of
vast reputation; a fine specimen of the cultivated mind of Christian Europe; and
well deserving, as such, to be urged upon the attention of young: Asiatics. It lias
also the recommendation of being unusnally complete in itself; that is, not full of
allysions which require a library of reference books, or pre-suppose snuch gener-
al information; it may be read and understood, at their ownhomes, by those who
have a tolerable knowledge of English, and the general ideas of the Bible obtain-
ed in the mission seminaries. « It ismot-abstinse, like Butler’s Analogy; yet it re-
quires some lahor, and may be read again and again, and dwelt upon, with great
profit, for a long time. 1t is also a book of universal interest, and of permanent
value; the young native whobuys it will not find it superseded many-years hence,
but as valuable as ever, for liimself or his children.

But Lhear it objected that it is noeasy. matter ta excite this class of readers to
make the requisite effort to master such a work: There are certainly some who
are able to do it, if they were inelined; this is something. - I'read, in’ the history
of England, that Alfred the Great was induced to/learn to read by the promise,
from his step-mother, of the gift of a manuscript of Saxon poetry, no small pres-
ent in those days.  Was the knowledge he obtained the less yaluable for having
been introduced into his mind by suchia motive? Onee in; it could not easily be

ot out, So.missionaries have sometimes induced children to come to schoo
or a while at first, by paying them for it. Can we not appeal to these young
men’s love of maney to urge them upward a step further inintellectual cultivation
and this without any great expense? How would it do'to make aceessible to the
students who have lyel't the schools, and to others who understand English, a doz-
en or twenty or thirty copies of “Villers’ Essay on the Influence of the Reforma-
tion,”” and then offer some tens of rupees to the one who in six or nine months
should best stand an examination:in it; a smaller sum to the second best, and a
still smaller to the third? Would not the effort which would be made to become
familiar with it, enrich the minds of a considerable number with a most important
class of new 1deas? )

It perhaps may not be generally known to the European readers of the Star,
that this is a work translated from the French, to which a prize was awarded by
the National Institute of France. Itshows the vast influence which the Reforma-
tion has had on the politics of Europe, on the European languages, the fine arts,
history, study of the ancient Janguages; on liberty of' thought, Philosophy, Belles-
letires, Theology, Law, Morals, &c: The American reprint can probably be had
for a rapee ora rupee anda half a copy.

Might not some, at least, of those who cease from all mental effort after leaving
school, make some such complaint as this, and with some propriety: “You find
fault with us, but you give us no definite ideas of the course we ought fo pursue.
No one will make an effort without some definite object. You say we may study
English books; but most of those within our reach are of an insignificant or very
miscellaneous character, some of which'we have read ‘atlentively, but without
much profit.  School books alone will not do.. Show us a few of the works whick
you consider as great and enriching to the mindj such as will bear to be studied
over and over again, and yet not so voluminous but that they can be mastered
within a'reasonable time, and notso expensive as to'be beyond our means. Where
is'there to be found, in Jafina, an assortment of such books to:which we can re-
sort?  Suppose the natives of Calcutta who have made respectable attainments
in English literature had been confined to this island, where would they have got
their books? "We do not expect, here, where the demand is so small, that a large
stock can be kept; but might there not be at least a few well selected works in
general literature, where persons of different tastes may be suited? Let a few
first rate ones stand out from the mass, and let us be assured that in each one we
master we shall obtain a treasure, Some even who are secrelly averse to religi-
aus works might nevertheless be improving in general knowledge, if the requisite
books were accessible.” ;

Buppose, Mr. Editor, this plan should be ¢réed; if it should not work well, we
should at least have ascertained that it is not.a ‘good one, and that these minds
must be resuscitated in some other way. I make the suggestion with unfeigned
diffidente; and if no notice should be taken of it, I shall conelude thatit is not ac-
ceptable, and say nothing more about it. N.

We thank our correspondent for the above communication, and invite the at-
tention of our readers to it—both of natives; and of the friends of Native improve-
ment.  We think the experiment he has suggested worthy of a trial. We have
often heard it remarked by those more conversant than ourselves with the native
mind in the process of education, that natives have capacity to learn' any thing
they are disfinctly set to learn. 'Itis set lessons they want, and in them they wil]
rival the students of afiy nation.  Here then is an éssential element of acquisition
and improvement.  But they have not motive enouglhin themselves for persever-
ing study. An honorary medal or a reward: of money for successful application in
a givencourse, would et the blood a flowing more rapidly in many sluggish souls:
There would be no ditficulty, we conceive, in providing the medals and rewards,
or-the books:  Many gentlemen wonlt gladly contribute a small sum for such an
object if the pldn eould be arranged in a satisfactory manner.. And now we be-
think ourselves, there is a Native improvement. Society in Jaffna; and the Honor
able; the Chief Justice, who is now attending the Court Sessions here is its distin-
guished Patron. Under what better auspices could the experiment be set for:
ward than those of this Bociety.  We would earnestly call the attention of the
Committee to the subject, and can assure them of a hearty co-operation with thest
in the undertaking from many quarters: ) ‘
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Return of an, Apostate—The Madras Native Herald of July; gives an interest-
ing account 6f the return to Christianity of S. P. Ramanjocloo, Naidog, of Ra-
gapattah, who was first baptised in July, 1841, but afterwards returned to-heath-
enism and the worship of idols, through the enticements of his friends. s

On the Tuesday after his baptism, his mother and female relatives came to
the Assembly’s Mission Flouse, and assailed him with piercing shrieks, tears, and.
entrealies, imploring: him to go home with them. hen his mother threw her
rms round his body,and held him fast, and said, “Protect me,”—his heart melt-
ad like water, and he cried, “My bowels yearn over her, 1 must.go with her to
comfort her, - I'will go, and come back in two days.” At (liis point his apostasy
commenced. ' In vain'was he earnestly warned of his danger from the word of
({od with tears and entreaties, by the missionaries and the first, three converts.
Iis heart had given way; and in the evening of that day, the 12th July, he left
\he Mission-House. From the time ofhis departure, and especially after he fell
dovin before the idolat. Ziplicane, the hand of God was heavy upon him; and
his arrows pierced him sore.. The reports that reached them {rom time to time
of his misery and desolation pierced and grieved the hearts of the missionaries
and converts, and constrained them to  pray for him, though thiey hardly knew
how, Lo, prays his case appeared'so desperate.  The strong conviction of many
Christian friends, and of one friend in particular, was, *‘that God the Holy
(thost had taken this method to subdue, ‘and tame, and sanctify him.” We fer-
vently trust it is:so. | : !

More than a year ago, the missionary who baptized him had aninterview with
him until midmght, in the house of a native Christian, when he expressed his
purpose:of eoming back to the chureh of Christ along with his wifé, whom some
time before he had begun to instruct inthe first principlés of Christianity. But
when told what he must do as an apostate, before he had a right seriptural war-
rant to eome and could be re-admilted into the Church, his pride, as he now ac-
lnowledges, stood in the. way and kept him back. - Still the indignation of the
God whom he had forsaken pressed his spirit sore, and would notlet him escape.
He complained of the worm within, and of thorns in his back and sides; and ofa
constant fear in his heart. ’

After two years of apostasy he has come back accompanied by his wife, appar-
ently with unfeigned repentance and a sincere determination to live for the g{ory
of Iis Saviour and was readmitted to membership in the Christian Church on the
141h of July: :

After his return, he addressed letters to his mother and his father-in-law; stating
what he had done, and inviting them if they would to follow him; but declaring his
determination to forsake them if they would not follow him. We give the letter
sent torhis mother. o n :

My Dear MorHER,—I was baptized on the ¥0th of July 1842, by the Rev.
John Anderson, according to what is said in Christianity. On the self-same day,
Y ate all that Buropeans eat, and with Buropeans. On Friday evenig the 12th
of July 1844, T and my wife came here, and took our meals by mutaal consent,
without any distinetion of Custe. We are not willing to live among you who
worship idals.  In consequence of your taking me away before, 1 became sunk
in mental/diseases therefore/I entreat you. my sisters, their husbands, and every
ane else, not to come—either to see us, or to speak with us.

Mother, your chief dutyis this: as there is no salvaticn for the souls of us sin-
ners in any one else exceptin Jesus Christ, [, as your son, with my whole mind,
and with mueh affeetion, entreat you also to.come into the religion of Jesus Chrst.
If you are willing to come and abide with me, you can consider this matter
well, and may come.. If not; you need not come; because I will not follow you,
1 will not accompany, o live with you at all. 1 will not worshipiidols. - If you
are willing; you can come to me, and worship the true Saviour Jesus Christ.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S MissioN HOUSE, X
13t July 1844. st S, P. RAMANO0JOOTOO.

This case brings up in. affecting review along list: of apostatisers from

the Christian faith, in this vieinity, who like Ramanoojooloo, in his apos-
tacy, are howed in spirit, and cursed with the curse of a self-tormenting con-
science. Having sacrificed their godliness for gain, they find their gold and
silver fis eankered; and it eateth’ their flesh as it were fire. ‘Some, it may
be have sunk below all sensibility and shame; and stand forth before the commu-
nily as avowed reprobates;but there are:many, it is believed, who sometimes look
back with desire to the height from which they have fallen.  They goabout ‘ag
with a fire in theirbones, secking peace.and: finding none. «If; these lines should
fall under the eye of any such, we beg to assure them that they are not forgotten
by those who rejoiced over them in the day of their espousals tothe Saviour, and
they are not forgotten by that Saviour whom they then publicly acknowledged (o
be their rightful Lord. ~Though they have grievously wounded him in the house
of his friends, though'they have abused the confidence and' ill requited the long
continued efforts for their good of their former friends and benefactors, let them
but return with repentance and renewed love, and all will be forgiven. As the
father of the prodigal i the Gospel, rejoiced over his son’s return as over one
who was dedd and is alive again, so would the Saviour and the missionaries rejoice
over these if they should thus retarn. We hope our missionary friends will feel
encouraged by the return of Ramandojooloo, to plead with more earnestness and
faith with the God of grace and Supplieation o have compassion on these poor
souls now wandering on the dark mountains of deatlt. - His ‘grace is all'suffi.
cient, and lie will e enquired of for these things. ' z

Controversy among the Brahmins ol Bombay.—The controversy that has aris-
i among the Brahmins at Bombay, on the question of tie propriety of receiving
back to caste theyouth SEREEPUT, who lias defiled himseﬁ' Iy caling with the
missionaries, is magnifying itself beyond all: our expectations. 1yappears, that

lie party opposed to Uhe youtl’s reception have indignantly excommunicated from

their Society, refusing to eat with them, all those who persist in advocating the
propriety of his return. Being by far the most numerous party, they are able to
sustain by craft and power the ends that their arguments could not effect.

"Thus we learn from the Dryanodaya that “on the first day: of the Hindu year;
when an annual present is made in Bombay to all Brahmin priests who apply, it
was determined by those who had charge of the distribution, and who it appears
were opposed to the reception of the boy intocaste, that noone should be admit-
ted Lo a participation of that charity, but those who would sign a paper denouna-
ing the conduct of the bpposite party.”  Again, on an occasion of a great enter-
tainment given to all the iirahmins of Bombay, no guests were allowed to enter
unless they would agree to abandon the object of restoring the boy, and purify
themselves as an atonement for what they had done; and some who had found
their way in, and had seated themselves at table and were just commencing to par-
take of the good things provided, were radely forced up amllthiustout with everyin-
diguity, because they were known or suspected to belong to the opposite party.
Among those who experienced this treatment were some of the must respectable
and learned brahmins of Bombay, who stand high both in the native and Europe-
an community.

Such arguments as these would naturally fall: with weight upon those who
have no higher object in view, than to gratify their lusts, anﬁ a considerabe num-
ber who had before sided with the more intelligent party felt themselves unable
to witlllls\and any longer and gave in their adherence to the bigots. - Bul this was
not all, 4

It has been stated that the opinions of learned brahmins had been receiv-
ed favouring the youth’s reception to caste. The bigoted party to carry their
point more strongly against their opponents also sent to Benares and obtain-
ed opinions from other brahmins favourable to their views, declaring that the boy
cannot be purified, An assembl of brahming was thereupon convened {o hear
these opinions, which of course urnished an occasion of triumph to the bigoted
party; who exclaimed to their opponents—What will you do now? Itis decided
that the boy can never be purifieds Andthose who have maintained thathe could
be, must be purified before they can be regarded as good castel” A great com-
motion was thus excited and many are said to be ready to abandon their opposi-
tion and go with the major pariy. But some remain firm, and it is a little singular
that all the native papers unite In advocating the reception of the boy in opposi-
tion to the views of the Bhutts .or party of bigots. 'The Prubhalun spirite({lv re-
plies to their triumpliant declarations, “What if a letter has come from a few ob:
scure Bhutts of Benares? What have we to do with them? What! are there no
brahmins here as well as in Benares? Are there no learned men here as well as
in Benares? Benares can furnish but few as learned pundits as ate to be found
in Poona and the Marashtra country. What need haye we then of the opinions
of the Benares’ brahmins after haying' obtained those of Pundits here¢?  And no
one ean for a moment suppose that the decisions of Pundits here are at all shak-
en by a contrary opinion received from some learned fools at Benares like the
Bhuits of Bombay.”

A Hindu correspondent of the same paper wriling on this subject exliibits a're-
markable degree of candour as well as of sense au§ discernment: Speaking of
the ignorance and wickeduess of the Bhutt brahmins he says: “there is no doubt
it would be a much greater benefit to Shreeput both in this world and the world
{0 come to live with the missionaries than to remain in the society of those ignor-
ant Bhutts. My object in wriling is to show how impossibleit is to put faith even

in what Hindus write, not to speak of their word,  iir, 1 askyowand all Hindus
whether these missionaries whom Hindus regard as vile outcasts; are ot Batter
and holier than Hindus in reference tosuch matters. Not to speak of missionaries,
even European sailors who are almost'on a level with brates, if they have once
put their signature to a paper will'not 'change it. But these bralimins who call
themselves the teachers of the world, blinded by avarice, will say one thing one
moment and the contrary themext. ' Are not lien those truth-speaking foreigners
better than they?Is not a Mahar even/(a lower caste) if: he bea man of truth, kind
hamble and free from hypoerisy, more excellent than these grey dissolute "Brali-
mins, who after committing theft and lewdness will put the sacred ashes on their
foreheads and call themselves greater thau God?—Brahmins dre wont to langh at

Christians because of their not” performing ablitions daily, but'to speak the Truth
although brahmins are in the habit of constant bathing, still such a bad odour at-
taches to their minds' that no good man can endure 1t for a moment. It is {rue
{hat various kinds of men are found in every caste. Tlere are some men of truth
and good morals among the brahmins and there are also some deceivers amon
Christians. But there is this difference, that if one wicked man can be found a&t
ll_nong, a hundred Christians, ninety-nine out of a hundred Hindus will be found
iars.

“Phe editor adds in support of his earrespondent’s statements—‘Tlis letter 15 mdeed
severe, but the tenor of itds in strict accordance with truth,  Hindus generally ve-
gard external coremonial purity asmore important than purity of the hearty at least
soiwe may infer from their conduet. But in this they make agreat mismk;. They
do not fear to be guilty of falsehood, perjury,. theft, and indeed of many mhc)r
wicked actions, but they are very fearful Jest they make any mistake in the per-
formance of their rites and ceremonies, or dct contrary to established custom pVVe
l)cgthe’t’t they wotld henceforth give more attention to internal than to external

urity.

This for & Hindu is pretty good. Wehope theadvice coming from such a source
may not be lost on our Hindu readers. Let them “seek out and set in order” for
{heir mutual edification, the motives and the meaus that Hinduism offers for pro-
moting nternal purity. I they will not accept the refornming influences of: Cll"ig.
tianity to benefit themselves and their countrymen, let them give onk united vi-
gorous; and determined effort in ‘applying the moral power of Hinduism to Fforni
tlhc(lllars and perjurers @nd adulterers that throng every mart and temple in the

and.

Suprene Courl.—The Sessiong of the Supreme Court commenced

on Wednesday. the 17th ult., by the I-Ionzarnble Sir ANd‘HoNyce(()L?}’xgiT'}a

K. ‘Chief Justice—who previously attended Divine Service at the Fort Churelt

where the Rev. Mr. Johnstone officiated. . ¥
g, J. Boroeav Esq. Batrister at Liaw, Deputy Queen’s Adyocate for the Norths
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erny Oirenil, conducted the prosecutions—and C. G. Kock Esq. the Defence.—
The following prisoners were convicted:

Solatelly Wiravan, for possessing stolen property knowing it to have been sto-
Jon—sentenced to two months imprisonient at hard labour in chains.

S. Walley, for burglary and robbery—2 years imprisonment at hard labour in
chains.

Sawarimootoo Santiagoo, for forgery, &c.—3 years imprisonment at hard la-
bour in chains.

Sinny Ayangan alins Poodial Tavasey, for manslaughter—5 years imprisonment
al hard labour in chains.

(Candan Wiramootto, Sinny
robbery—2 years imprisonment at hard Tabour in chains,

Walley Wiravan, and Narkey Arlyan, for assault and robbery—3 years im-
prisonment at hard labour in chain.

Cladiraman and John Canavady, for cutting and wounding—1 years imprison-
ment at hard labour in chains.

The case of Mr. William O'Grady for resistance to the Fiscal’s Officers in the
execntion of their duties and for assault, was tried before the Supreme Court be-
fore an Buropean Jury, on the 22d of last month, and he was acquitted.

T'lie only case of a serious nature which was tried durmng the Sessions was that
of murder.~The perpetrators of this diabolical act were 2!\'§ahomcdan coolies, and
(he unfortunate victim was a Mahomedan Priest who was travelling inthe jungle
45 miles from Batlicaloeaccompanied by the two prisoners carrying his loads, &e.
'f'he person of the Priest, it appears, was most cruelly and barbarously mangled
and his money and goods plundered. His throat was cut in three places and his
skull eleft asunder, besides several other decp wounds on his person—all inflicted
with the priest’s own sword. The prisoners’ confessions were also putin evidence
and read—and the Jury convicteJ)(hem of the crime of murder—They are sen-
tenced to be executed on the 3d Oet. next.

"Phe Oriminal Sessions were closed on the 81st ult., and the Chief Justice is
now engaged in hearing appeal Cases—The Sessions will in all probability be
¢lozed by the end of this week.

Phe Steamer Seaforth is expected at Jaffna on the 19th inst. to convey the
Ghiof Justice and the other officers of the Supreme Court to Chilaw, where /the
“ossions will commence on the 25d. inst.

"The Rev. Mr. Arndt, Colonial Chaplain, is absent on leave at Colombo. The
Rev. Mr. Johnston acts for him during his absence.

Lieut. Dawson has been appointed in the room of the late Lieut, Colley as se-
cond 1n command in this Garrison.

Appivals—Lord Arthur Hay, accompanied by Lieut. Robertson, arrived at Jaff-
s from Paumban last Saturday in a pleasure boat of Lord Hay’s, They have

“taken up their temporary residence with the government agent.

Dwarkanauth Tagore has promised to afford the necessary expence for any two

stndents who will go to England and receive a university education.

Aroomoogatan and Sidamparam, for burglary and

W diawe got it aguin—A French correspondent of tlie British and Foreign
1iible society writes from the Department of Mayenne:—One of our colporteurs
on enlering a small town went into the first house that was apen. «“Would you
please to buy a Bible?” said he, to.a woman whom he met with. Scarcely had he
asked the question, than the woman hastily rising from her seat called out lustily,
My husband! | The Bible! the Bible! We haye at last got it again.” On hearing
lior crics @ man came running in, “What!”? said he “the Bible? Where is it?” At
these words the woman turned again to the colportenr whoheld a Bible inhis hand,
und hastily seizing it, she pressed it 1o her bosom, exclaiming, at the same time,
“No! Nol'l will never let you go again!?”’

The explanation of this scene is as follows:

"The Bible had actually been once in the housey it had been read, but in @ mo-
et of feanit had been given up to the priest who had destroyed it. It had
J.awever made a lasting impression upon the readers and hearers; and not a day
passed, but sighs and prayers were offered up for the return of the Bible seller.

_ Religion and Lilerature.—*I fear much,” said Luther, “that the Universities
will he found great gates leading down to hell unless they take diligent care to
explain the Ho%y Seriptures, and fo engrave them inthe hearts of our youth. I
would not adyise any  one to place his child, where the Holy Scriptures are not
rogarded as the rule of life—Every institution where God’s word is not diligent-
J3 studied must become eorrapt.
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POEBT’S CORNER..

TO THE STARS—~AN ExTRACT.
¥ {By Henry Ware.]
TwLL nie. ye splendid orbs! as from your throne,
Ye mark the rolling provinces that own
Your sway—what geings fill those bright abodes’
How formed, how gifted! what their powers, their state,
Their bappiness, their wisdom? . Do they bear
The stamp of human nature?. Orhas God
Peopled those purer realms with lovelier forms
And more celestial minds?  Does Innocence
Still wear her native anduntainted bloom?
Or has Sin breathed his deadly blight abroad,
And sowed corruption in those fairy bowers!?
Has War trod o’er them with his foot of fire?

- And Slavery forged his chains; and Wrath, and Hate,
And sordid Selfishness, and cruel Lust
Leagued their base bands to tread out iight and truth,
And scatter wo where Heaven had planted joy!
Or are tliey yet all paradise, unfallen
And uncorrupt? existence one long joy,

Without disease upon the frame, or sin

Upon the heart, or weariness of lifes=—

Hope never quenched, and age unknown,

And death unfeared; while fresh and fadeless youth

Glows in the light from God’s near throne of love?

\ Open your lips, ye wonderful and fair!

Speak, speak!  the mysteries of those living worlds
nfold!—No language! Everlasting light,

And everlasting silence’—yet theeye

May read and-understand.  The hand of God

Has written legibly what man may know,

THE GLORY OF THE MAkui. There il shines,

Ineffable, unchangeablej and man,

Bound to the surface of this pigmy globe,

May know and ask no more. In other days,

When death shalt give the encumbered spirit wings;

Its range shall be extended;it shall roam,

Perchance, among those vast mysterious spheres,

Shall pass from orb to orb, and dwell in each

Familiar with its children=learn their laws,

And share their state, and study and adore

The infinite varieties of bliss

And beauty, by thre Hand divine -

Lavished on all its works: Eternity

Shall thus roll on with ever fresh delight;

No pause of izlea.surc or improyement; world

On world still opening to the instructed mind

+ An unexhausted universe, and time
But'adding to its glories, while the soul,
Adyanting ever to the Source of light
And perfection, lives, adores, and reigns
1n cloudless knowledge, purity, and bliss:

k0 NOTICE.

Mgr. F. Mxrenesz who accommodates youth desir-
ous of attending the Wesleyan Institution at Jaffna, begs
to inform the public that he has vacancies for two young
men. Mr. M. residesin a salubriots situation in the Es-
planade row opposite the Wesleyan Mission House.

The Terms are most reasonable.

References permitted. to the Rev. P. PErcivaL.

Jaffna, July 8, 1844.
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SALE OF LANDED PROPERTY.

Noxice is hereby given, that on Thursday the 19th of
September next at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, will be sold
at the Premises, the Land situated at Wannarponnay, called
Mullacattaady and other Parcels, with Houses, Well, Pal-
mira trees and other Trees standing thereon, in extent 191
Lachams of Warago. Culture, registered in the Thombo on
the name of MartHAca MooprrLisr Pmiriroo Wryriys-
NapER and bounded on the East by the Land of Wyrisoo-
paraN and others, and on the North by the Land of Tevany
and others, on the West by the Lane and others, and on the
South by the Land of Seyasepamparam CHETTIAR.

And on Tuesday the 24th day of September nextat 2 o’clock

in the afternoon will besold at the Premises the Land situ-

ated at the Village of Choonagam, called Tavalaywelappoo-

vayal in Extent 428 Lachams of Paddy Culture, registered

in the Thombo on the Name.of Aroorampara MoopErrisr

and bounded on the Kast by the Lund of Erircurmy and .
others, on the North by the Land of AyampiLrAY and others,

on the West by Wyravanarparand others, and on the South

by the Lane. :

Witeres Letters of Administrationof the Estate of ¥ ar:
LAPALITAR, widow of WyTiyANARDER MoopERLIAR, Vellaly
of Tillipally, late of Choonagam deceased, having been
granted by the District Court of Jaffna to the undersigned
WryrivaNARDER Moodelliar Mo0T00COOMARAR,

Noticeishereby giventoall persons having any Claims on,
or being indebted to, or holding Property belonging to the
same to prefer their Claims, pay the Debts and return such
Property fo the undersigned onor before the 22d of October
next. . WryrivANARDER MoopEeLriar MooroocoomaRar,

Mallagam August T, 1844 Admanistrator.
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[Satirical Poem on the superstitions of the Hindus.]
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[For the Morning Star.]
THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST.
Matt, 4: 1—11,

Mgr. Ep1Tor:—I beg leave to present an exposition of this singular
portion of Soripture, especially for the use of native catechists and assis-
tants. As it is usually read the reader derives from it hu'rely the idea that
Jesus was repeatedly tempted, and resisted the temptations by the word
of God. So far, so goody It is no small merit of the Scriptures that so
much of their important meaning lies on the surface, and may be so easily
apprehended by all classes. But they are so constructed that almost every
part of them contains deep and tich meaning, and hiddea beauties, which
are perceived only by close students, and by those who enjoy the benefit
of their instructions. Such is the case with the Temptation. In all proba-
bility it is very seldom noticed by the readers of the New 'I'estament why
these particular temptations are chosen rather than any other; consequent-
1y the beautifally1egularand careful structure of the transaction is 10t per=
ceived.- « : ;

In order to understand it thoroughly, we must bring to its interpretation
tot our English or our ‘Lamil ideas, but we must know what were the no-

tions of the Jews concerning their expected Messiah. This scene was
blainly a proving of the Messiah at his entrance upon his office.. The three
temptations correspond to the three false ideas,or the three prominent fea-
tares of the false conception, which had'for centuries been forming in the
minds of the Jews, from gross and literal interpretations of their ancient
prophecies. Jesns, by triumphing over these false national ideas shewed
himself to possess the character of the triue and spiritually minded Messiah
of those prophecies.

The first temptation was, that he should make use of the divine power
which resided in him, to perform a miracle for the relief of his ‘animal

.wants, But this would have violated one of the intentions of his incarna-

tion, i. e. that he should be a real man, subject to all the necessities and
infirmities of a man, that he might know how. to sympathize with us, ac-
cording to Hebrew 4: 15. During his life, occasions must have frequent-
ly occurred, when he would be tempted to relieve himself in a way so
easy to his omnipotence. But he steadily resisted this temptation, and al-
ways employed his miraculous powers for the benefit of others. The Jews
expected that their Messiah would possess extraordinary powers which be
would use for suddenly exalting himself and his followers. Hence their
anxiely to make Jesus a king afterthe miracle of the Joayes.

The second temptation was, that he should make a mighty display, in
the presence of the multitude assembled at the temple, overwhelming their
senses, and compelling them to believe on him. = But it is no part of the
plan of God to confound men, and force their assent, by obtrusive and
overwhelming evidence. . He furnishes evidence sufficient to any sincers
and ressonable inquirer, and then leaves men to accept or reject.  The
Jews wished for such ostentatious, dazzling evidence as would make it
impossible to doubt, and such as would not treat them as judging and think-
ing beings. Hence they often immodestly demanded of Jesus stupendous
and unseasonable wonders, while they neglected the sufficient evidence
they already had, (It would moreover have been ntterly undignified and
improper for him to' produce such wonders at the' call of every captious
and lightminded man.) Toa carnally minded leader it would have been
pleasing to be able suddenly to secure an immense party in this Jewish
way; but the kingdom of the Messiah was to be of a very different sort.

The third temptation was, that he should establish a temporal kingdom,
and bring *“all the kingdoms of the world’* into subjection to it. This the
Jews expected their Messiah would da. Every veader of the Old Testa=
ment can recollect many passages from which they derived this expectation,

By the way, if any of iy native readers should think'it no very difficalt
matter to reject such ideas as these, they, should be reminded that errors,
though ever so great, lose the appearance of absurdity to us, when we
have been brought up in them, and when they are the opinions of every
body about us. This is strikingly shown in transubstantiation. The Ro-
man Catholic believes to be the very body of Christ what he feels, and
tastes, and sees, to be bread. And if he had been brought up among a
people who should believe cows to be years, according to Gen, 41: 26,
or who should believe our Saviour to be a vine, or & wooden door, because
he calls himself a vine and a door, (John 15: 1 and 10:9,) or that at the
Lord’s supper we swallow a cup, according to Luke 22: 17 and 1. Cor.
11: 26, then he would have believed any one of these things. | So Hindoo
caste appears to us, who have been brought up in Christian countries, both
surprisingly foolish and hideously cruel; how does it appear to you? The
popular opinions concerning their Messiah had a hold upon the mind of
Jesus’s countrymen, deep and firm, even to destruction and scattering.
From his infancy up. he had heard them fondly inculeated; it was no small
thing, then, for him, a Jew, to rise above them. If my nativereaders will
consult theit own feelings with respect to caste, it will help them to un-
derstand this subject, especially as these Jewish ideds Wete incomparably
less absurd. A

The point to which I wish to direct the reader’s attention js this; "Fhat
these were not three temptations taken at random from a world of evil,
but were in anticipation of, and corresponded exactly to, the three princi-
pal classes of temptations which our Redeemer was Lo contend with during
his ministry. Particular instances of these occur all along through his af-
ter history. T'hethree, however, we find closely connected, and running
into a single one, to wit,the establishment of a universal temporal kingdon ,
the cherished expectation of his countrymen. . All the acts of his life were
exactly adjusted in opposition to this expectation. The carnal ideas grow-
ing out of it hie met, at the outset, and renounced once {or all, and for ever.
We thus perceive, in the composition of this passage, & careful regularity
whiph it is'most important to notice, and which sheds a beautifal light up-
on it

If any reader should fsel so much interested in this subject as to wish to
examine it further, he would find it useful to look out the following passa-
ges. On the first temptation: John 4 : 6—836:12;18: 11;19:11; Matt.
8.20; 10:'38; 26 53; 27: 42. On the gecond, Matt, 12: 16—19, which
is the key passage to such'as Matt, 8: 4;8: 183 9: 30; 16: 203 Mark 9:
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30; Luke 4:41. These do not at all contradict such as Mark 5:19. See
also Matt. 16:1—8; 1858, 28 16; Mark S; 11; 9: 9; Luke 4 ; 42, 433
John 7: 4310 24, 25. On the third, Jobn 6: 15, 26; Matt, 20: 21319
27;8:83; 18: 365 Luke 17: 20, 21; Rom. 14:17. : N
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DEAR STAR,

Tt has been Jong suggested to me that a few vemarks on the mode of
translating Ehglish into Tamil will be advantageously read by many of
yourreaders and correspondents. But, considering the smallness of the space
you can allow me in your columns, I shall at present confine myself only
io the suggestion of one important consideration which, ifit should bedu-
Iy attended to, will make the translations from English and original com-
positions in Tamil free from all those awkward expressions with which
they are now interstrewed and thereby they may be rendered more dignifi-
ed and idiomatical than they appear at present in your columns. In read-
ing over the pages of your paper, my attention was notunfrequently
arrested by passive ewpressions and passive idioms introduced into the
Pamil, which being, as far as I can judge of the language, contrary to the
Tamil idiom, renders the said compositions uniatelligible and by the
introduction of these foreign idioms, our language seems now to have lost
much of its original purity and diction. i

The verbs of the Tamil language may be classified under two heads;(viz.)
S an el %r orintransitive verbs and 9 oaltw or Transitive verbs. These
are the only two divisions of verbs which our language admits of. But
the passive verb of which we have been speaking is a class of| English
verbs where it is elegantly used to a great extent. But even here we shall
observe that this class of verbs is not one of the original forms of the Eng-
lish verbs; but on the contrary, it seemsto he a form caontrived to. facili-
tate the speaking and writing, although the sense expressed by the form-
or may be fully conveyed by the use.of the active verh. If these verbsare
10 be regarded as one of the original divisions of the English verbs it would
not hayve been the business of Grammarians to prescribe a rule to form the
passive verb; (viz.) By ‘“putting the present participle of the active verb to
the inflections of the verb lo be thronghout all its variations;’—and these
passive forms after they are formed according to the said rule. may be pars-
ed analytically as verbs included under the other principal forms, For.in-
stance, the words—*‘1 was loved®> may be parsed thus: 1, first pronoun
nominative to the neuter verb was and, loved a past participial adjective
qualifying the pronoun 7. These considerations which T doubt not wili be
fully admitted by classical scholars, who alone can appreciate the value
thereof, show fally that the passive verbs in English as well as in other
languages are notongof lh‘e’origjn‘alf(')rmsc")f verbs, but invented by Gram-
marians for the batter, preaer_vilg'tion of elegance in European languages.
This verb and its idiom are therefore strangers to our langnage;1ior can the

adoption of it into a language, the idioms of which may be clearly ey-
pressed by the use of its two original and only forms without any nmiﬁgm.
ty whatever, be admitted as elegaut; notwithstanding, the intelligent reader
is now shoeked to see his' language loseall its native beauty and ele-
gance by the unnecessary adoption of this and other foreign idioms.
This violation is common not only in the compositions of the Natives,
but to our greater astonishment in those of Furopeans alss, who from
their accurate knowledge of the language should understand things better
than many of the natives do, who are content with such a knowledge of
their language as will enable them to ¢‘read and write their names.”
For instance, in the composition of & 7 2w whom the peonle of
Jaffna and of other Tamil countrieslook upon as, the best European Tam-
il scholar, swe see this violation:when he says, Q&sh D aumy &g w
Srorensdatal ywraoaiar b Oeu;u;;luﬁ.z_”&?a;r@.L,@g,rQ_p;&—,
Quer eph Jruesiomst 185565 QElssPeia ewsry
@ QFradiQdsroremB@ o v, g duyn B d&er LfSrios
a8 el & efl i &9.h S arr ARQEUw e e’ §aus g s
< mlw, &e. Here, within not more than four lines the expression @4 u’
Wi oceurs twice. By what authority are such idioms allowahle I
cannot tell; but I'should think this as well as other foreign idioms may be
avoided without the least difficulty in Tamil compositions by elegantly em-
ploying the Slmalleem  and the expression would then stand thus; afstor
sto-ﬁa/r‘i'(,‘ppuf:'a;,m?rru:«r(}parﬂmy@sfﬂé@fuﬁﬁ.@fgggtr/mm'ﬁmffsr@:ﬁm
&c. Numerous other examples may be produced to show how easily and
elegantly the passive idioms in English may be expressed by the Tamil ac-
tive verh or W mel?zr. Butfor want of space Isubjoin here only a few;
Viz, 5

P T WA

Q& ?Gvu_’a;w'z.‘”ﬂ?f

G&éravu_“ﬁcpuﬁ

or o @lye Owi@ﬁﬁr@@uﬂd/}ﬂw
FEIE QU B '

o ot Ve &G & 5§ BEUTT G g0 § s
aw@micuﬂuﬁ/ﬁy

He was beaten

Iie was killed

I was told

My finger is cat
1t was missed

1 was examined
It wasstolen

T am led to this conelusionon the ground that there are two and only two
divisionsof verbs in Tamil; and if there are no more than two, the expres.
sion w e 7 Bl & i cannof come under any of the two origin-
al forms. [ hope therefore.some of our readers who are of better judgment
and more extensive knowledge of the idioms of the two languages will be
kindly pleased to give a stmall part of their time to.the subject and there-
by remove the doubts which have alveady arisen in the mind of

Jaffnapatam, Your most devoted Servant
227md July, 1844. JuvenNts Discirunuys.
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