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ONE OF THE WONDERS OF RAMASSURAM.

Among the wonders of that wonderful place Ramassuram, is the tail of
the god Hanuman (2/.@oner,) This tail, it is affirmed, once adorned
the ramp of that notable personage, but was torn off in'a most unnatural
manner and remains‘to this day a monument of the rashness of its original
possessor and of the power of the mantra. The story, as it is found in
one of the Puranas, and received as undoubted truth by the people gener-
ally, is ag follows. Rama having lost hiswife Seydah (&e» ) during
his visit to Madura and vicinity, and thinking, that though she had been
for some time, at the disposal of Ravena, she was nevertheless worth recov-
ering, his own endeavours to recover her having proved vain, he called the
god Haguman to his aid. “On the return of Hanuman from his successful
expedition against the giants, by which the lost goddess wasrecovered; be
determined, bemng of a pious turn of mind, to commemorate the event by
founding a temple at Ramassuram.  And that nothing might be wanting
that could contribute to the splendor of the place, he betook himself to
Kylasam to bring from thence the veritable lingam of the god Siva—2
happy expedient, and; if we ‘consider the origin of the lingam in connex:
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fon with the event it was thus designed to signalise, a most appropriate

ornament Hanuman, however, tarried so long (perhaps he was recount-

ing his adventuring the whole) that the propitious time for consecrating the*
Jingam had arrived before his return. What'could they doz Seydah scrap-

ed together a little mud, and'a substitute was made and’ consecrated forth-

with.  When Hanuman returned, mortified at thethoughtthat he-was ci»-

cumvented, or, anticipating: the: glory and wealth that would accrue to

Ramassuram-on account of the newly made lingam, He fixed on it a cove-
tous eye and marked it for his own.  With that, placing his Hairy back
against the lingam, quick as thought he threw around it his mighty tail—
the very tail he had Houvished in Lunka, and which had strack terror into
the hearts of the giants.  Alas! he did not know, ot it had escap-
ed his memory, that over this lingam had been uttered the most powerful
mantras, charms that can make things zodsand gods things, and that the ling-
am had' now become so deified that it could not move an inch. Well,
Fanuman being placed as before stated, made a mighty bound clear away
to Kylasam; but, wonderful to tell, instead of enriching his future abode
with the object of his desive; he found, as many of the long-tailed race have
found since, that it is casier to get into mischief than to get out again, with
a whole skin—for lo! his mighty tail the glory of the moenkey race, wus
left behind, fixed fast to the lingam, Tf the reader is disposed to smile at
the idea of Hanuman's flying ofi’ to Kylasum with a lingam rolled up in
his tail, or, having lust his tail, at the figure he must have eut on his arri-
val there! or, should-he ever gain an entrance to the regesses of Ramassu-
sam and find no tail there, ov atail just like that of the monkeys: which
inhabit the neighborhood, let: me remind him, that the story was neither
written mor told with a view to its being brought to the test of strict scru-
tiny; and let me further remind him, tHat by comparing this story as:
found in the Puranas, with faots that are continually occarting in these de-
generate days, the subject can neverbe relieved of itsdifficulties. Instance
the recent robbing of the templesat Battiealoe of their images-ofigold; silver,
&o. Muntrasin abundance had been uttered over these images too. Never-
theless hands less strong than the monlkey’s tail, bore them away. I have
thought of a way, however, to establish the truth of the story. I will fur-
nish a quantity of gold to be beaten intoa lingam or into. any other shape.
"Phe image thus formed: shall be put down in the public highway where

people ol every ereed are constuntly: passing. When tho lingam i§ thus:
placed let as many learned Bruhinins as choose pronounce over it, and in-
fo it, as-many mantrus (any guantity)ias tliey choose. Thus consecrated
let the thing be left there to take ¢are of itself. The boys and thieves, who

fove to get gold withoutworking: for ity will of course-come to pick it up,

and will lose their fingers as he of Kylasam did the extremity of his body s
or,as [ am much inclined to suspect will be vhe case, the gold will be:
carried off, and then the value of mantras will ever after: be fully under-
stood: X. Y.
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CONVERSIONS FROM HINDUISM.

Since the first of last month eight converts from Hinduism haye been received
into the Christian church in connection with the American Missionat Ahmednug-
gur.  Oue of this number, a middle aged man, formerly practised many of the
rites and austerities enjoined in the Hlmdu shastras, hioping to obtain salvation by
the wmerit of his good works. He once went to Benares and brought from thence
with great labour a load of the sacred water of the Ganges, with part of which
Hie gave his mother a sacred bath, and the remainder he carried to Punderpoor
where he bathed the imagé of Chokhooba, an act of great meritin the eyes of the
iindus, A few months ago on hearing the Christiah religion exhibited and ex-

laiued, he became satisfied that he could not obtain salvation by his own works
g‘im tirough the merits of Jesus Christ alone, and he accordingly received him as
hiis Saviour and publicly embraced his religion.

Aunother of those recently admitted to the church was formerly a well-known
Guru of the Kubeer Punthee sect, who has for a long time exerted great influence
over a large class of the community and numbered his hundreds of disciples in
Alimeduuggur, Poona, Bombay, Nassic, and numerous other places in the region.
Aboul a year ago, he first heard of Jesus Christ the only Saviour of the world,
aud about two or three months ago, he began to teach his disciples that there was
no Saviour but Jesus.  Most of them left him in' consequence, though somé de-
clared that inasmuch as he was determined to embrace Christianity. they could
a0k do otherwise than follow him. He told them that he had been deceiving them
titherto, that an awful load of guilt rested upon him for practising such deception
in matters concerning their salvation, and tila.t the only way by which he could
Liope Lo obtain deliverance from this burden of sin was by applying to Jesus
st the sinless Redeemer of lost men, and he urged them to ap ){y to the same
Saviour for'salvation. He now speaks freely of the modes of dlecepliun which

. b formerly practiseda describing particularly the, plans which he adopted to ob-
tain meney from his disciples. aving been intimately acquainted with the re-
ligious teachers of many difierent systems of religion among the Hindus, he is well
atquainted with many ‘of “ihe hidden things of darkness” and modes of decep-
tion practised among them, by which they lead the people to look up to them as
possessed of superhtuman power, and ke is now prepared to make these things
wanitost. . He declares that every religion with which he has become acquainted
aumong the Hindus, is maintained by frand and deceit, and that Christianity isthe
auly religion which he has found free from all deceptive practices and resting on
tlie simple declarations of God for support.

We entreat all our Christian friends to join in prayer to God in behalf of these
uew converts that they may endure to the end and glorify their Father which is
1 heaven, and particularly that the Gurn mentioned above may cleave to that
Saviour whom he has emluwaced, 2nd be the means in the hands of God of extend-
iog the light of divine truth among this deluded people, and of delivering many
of'them trom the snares in which they are now held through the power of Satan
anal tie eraftiness of wicked men.—Dayonodaya for Oct.

PILGRIMAGE AT BINGHAR.

O the 14th of Sept. great numbers of Hindus assembled at Bhingar, two miles
from Ahmednugeur, at a pilgrimage in honour of the goddess Bhawanee. = It is
soid there were 50,000 persons preseut, The American missionaries in. Ahmed-
nigeur and several native Christians visited the place on this occasion; and had
good epportunities of giving instruction to greal numbers of people. Books also
were distributed among them, On the morning of the 151, one or two thousand
Mahars assembled to iear their religious teachers sing their religious songs, in
which they exhibited each his respectiye tenets,  On this occasion many of those
present expressed their dissatisfaction with Hinduism. One man got up and told
the Gurus (Hindu religious teachers,) that they were deceivihg the people and
L it consequence they would all perish together. ~Another man told the sing-
era that all their songs were connected with the different systems of Hinduism
whieh hiad been proved to be false, and that he therefore wished for something
wise.  Another man said,~“referring to the Guru whose conversion to Christiani-
v is mentioned above,) tuat there was one man who had examined all the differ-
el systems of Hinduisia for himself' and was satisfied thatthey contained nc way
of'salvation and had therefore embraced Christianity. “Now|” said he, address-
i nself to the Gurus, ““do all you holy men prove Christianity to be false and
bring him back to Hindyism, orif you are unable to do that, follow him and be-
vome Christians.” ‘This was the feeling, as we afterwards heard, of many others
prasavt.  Ouge of the singers addressed ussaying, ‘‘you have completely destroy-
wiboun trade; what is the use of attending pilgrimages any more?”” Thiswas said
with apparent satisfaction and pleasure. Thus were the merits of Christianity and
Tinduism discussed:. We were pleased to'see so many of that large company
exisbiting a favourable feeling towards' Christianity.  All'gave goed attention
while two or three of our native Christians and oneof the missionaries expounded
the way of salvation: through Christ. “May the word of the Lord have free
course aud be glorified.”—ik,

51

HINDU SURERSTITIONS:

Another r,cmarkabl.e instance of Hindu devotion lately oceurred in Tineve-
1y which, however, did not terminate successfully. There is a native gen-
tleman fiving' at the village' of Sehrakollam, in my district, who has always
aliown us attention and lu‘udness. Inchis anxiety for.a son and heir, after several
disappointments, in the bicth of daughters, he made a yow: to build and endow 2

ttemple in his village which should cost 10,000 or 12,C0 rupees; and actually car
ried the building on sufficiently to commence service in it. 1t appears that when

- the temple was to be consecrated, the Brahmins pronounced it necessary (o have
i

what is called @ Gramarsanthy which is a ceremony that comes nearer to the idea
of a vicarious sacrifice than any thing with which I have met among the Hindus.
It appears, that, before the temple could be acceptably consecrated, it was necess-
ary to bear away thie sins of the village; and this could ouly be done by a Brah-
min, who should 'consent to have those sins laid upon himseélf, to undergo the dis-
grace and punishment of them, and to carry them off direct to Benares and wash
them away in the Ganges. This part of the business, however, wasnot to he. tieir
concern, but his: it was enough for them that he took the sins, it was only necess-
ary, in order to remove them from himself; that he should carry them to Benares.

After many a vain segrch, they at last found a young man, a poor Brahmin,
without father of mother, whom they coaxed and persuaded by great promises of
money and marriage, to undertake the work. Accordingly, on” the day appointed
the youth appeared at the temple: two furrows were shaved in the hair of his head
making, whether by design or not, the form of a cross; black spots, probably re-
presenting sins, were marked all over his face; a garland of flowers—put for dis-
grace upon prisoners—was placed on his neck; and the people brought their small
besoms and slippers—considered to he most polluting, as the skin of a dead ani
mal—and slung'them on his neck. ' After being thus laden with their sius, he was
beaten, and driven out of the village. =+ : i

The poor youth ought then to have set off for Benares; but it appears that the
disgrace which be had already suffered was as much as he could bear: he knew
nothing of Benares; and haying no money to take him thither, he ran off to his oywn
village. = The people, there, ﬁu\\'evel', beat him off, as he ought not ever to have
been seen by them. He tried in another village, but was repulsed there also, and
after thus being rejected, and wandering about without food or aid, be stole back
to his village, got into.adevil-temple, and shut himself up in it, where bie was found
dead, having plucked up his tongue by the root.  The matter was hushed up at
the time by the parties, the Brahmins as usual, getting much money to keep their
counsel and atone for their victim. The affair, however, spread secretly, as ap-
pears from what happened afterward. :

The native gentleman who built the temple had long been declining in health;
and finding himself still growing worse, he was taken by the advice of his friends
to a native Doctor—an old man, it is said of more than 100 years of age—celebrat-
ed for curing the disease from which he suffered in the Travancore country. Af-
ter his long journey, he had the mortification to find that the old man would neith-
er preseribe for him or see him; but on the contrary, abused him, calling him a
greal criminal in allusion to his having been the cause of the young Brahmin’s
death. He further told him thaf his disease had been procured by his eldest wife
to alienate his affection from his youngest. and secure it for hersell and her daugh-
ters. " e then was taken, in his way home, to animpostor in these parts, nam-

ni-

.ed Mootookooly, who pretends to miraculous gifts of healing; here heamét with a

similar repulse.  Whether by this treatment, or by the fatigue of lis journey I

know not; but his disease had so much increased by the time he reachad his hoie,

that he was neverafterward able to walk abou; and gradually sunk till he expired.
A Rev, Mr. Pettitin the Missionary Record.

® U ROMBAY.

Buptesmin Guererat.—Sometime ago,tie missionaries in Kattewar of the Trish
Presbyterian Mission rejoiced over a Moonshee who had beew baptized by them
aud Low they again have Lo rejoice-and with-them the chureh at Jarse in the bd]):
usmat Porepunder, on Sunday the 27th Oct. last, of a hamal of Lhn?rén—uiar hau-
al or bearer casie; m the sérviceiof the Rev. R. MoNTGoMERY, The hamal was
formerlyin the service of an officer who gave him over to Mr, Montgomery. I
that oiicers home, he heard the Gospel declared, and what an encoura
ment this"is for all masters to instruct their servants, and it they are not able
to speak o thetn themselves, tosend them to places where they ‘will ‘bear the
gospel. We would seck to stir up all who have servants to remember their res-
pousibilities tothem, 1Uis they whio sow beside all walters that may expect the
blessing.—Happy will it befor that officer to learn that in his house and {rom his
lips this Lamai neard the glad sound.  May those amongst us who kave been 1
lecting the duty of instructing our servants ox having them instructed, tak
case-as a word in'season, ana let those who Have beei seeking thoir scrv,auts'

h 3 e -
iwal weliare, take this case as au encouragement and be stirced upito be faitiul

aud diligent m scehing win'souls—Bombuy Times November 2).

PRO BONO PUBLICO.

We liave received an aricle under this title, signed <A Vindicator,”” in which
complaint is wmade of the statements of “Investigator’ in-our last No. relative to
the accommodaltion for patients on the Small Pox island. % We do fully admit,”
says Vindicator, “that the best medical aid is rendered to them, nor do we deny
thatthey receive a proper and reasonable supply of food.” But what is complained
ofis, thal they are insui‘ﬂcicx}tly protected from the weather, that they are exposed
to the flies and fleas and musquitoes, and that the island itselfis liable to be inus-
dated by an uncommon rise of the sea. By the evidence given in the late case
of Vala Suprumanier Ayer, which is published in the Colombo Observer, it ap-
pears that the huts prepared for patients are about 8 and 10 feet broad and 12
feet long, and water tight. Some/of the witnesses declared thatthe floor was damp
and that the wind blew through the cajans so as to be uncomfortable. It is an jm-

“portantprinciple in‘the treatment ofithis disease that the rooms should be well ven-

tilated, a point that seldom enters into the native mode of treatment, and'it is not
improbable that that degree of exposure to the air which the Medical superintend-
antshould think desirable; would be felt asan inconvenicnce by the patients. The
floors are matted, and cots are prepared for the patients, bul they generally prejer
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tolie on the ground. In view of these facts the readers of the Star will be able to
. judge on the merits of the question—whether the accommodations for patients are
suitahle or not. It is worthy of attention, however, that of the 22 patients admitted
since the 27th of September, 12 have been discharged; 7 of the remaining are
convalescent, and only two have died, i. e. only 11 per cent of the cases have
proved fatal.
We have not the means of making a comparison between these resulls, and
{hose of the hospitals in Colombo and India, and therefore cannot say how much
_more or less favourable the treatment is here than there;but it is stated that the
mortality in the small pox hospital in London is more than one én four. 1t cannot
therefore reasonably be supposed that the inconveniences complained of by ¢ Vindi-
cator,” exist to such a degree as to have a very unfavorable influence on the pa-
tients, neither can it be supposed that under the treatment the patients would
receive in their own dwellings, the disease would be half so likely to terminate
tavorably as under the treatment they experience on the small Pox island.
1f Mr. Vala Superamaniar Ayar; instead of trying to conceal his wife from ob-
servation when she was first attacked with the disease had reported her to the pro-
per authorities and she had been conveyed to the hospital, ten chances to one,she
' would have recovered; and there can be no doubt but that the disease was indu-
ced to anunfavorabletermination by tlie treatment she experienced from his hands,
It is our firm belief that the small Pox Hospital with whatever of inconvenience
may attend the patients in it, affords a hundred times better security for the life
of patients than would be found under any other treatment their friends could af-
ford them. This conclusion, we are confident, would be sustained by a com-
parison of the facts—if they wercobtainable, of the different modes of treatment.

Signs of increase in the value of property in the Town, and of Plunting: Pros-
pecls in the Jungles of Jaffna.

On Eaturday the 16th ultimo, the large corner House adjoining Capt. Ander-
son’s property, was put up for Sale by the Fiscal, when an English Planter bid
as high as 5770 dollarsfor it.—The Ruy. Mr. ARNDT bid b Rix dollars more,
and got it

On Monday following several tracts of Jungle land, about 800 acres in exlent,
sittated in the Patchelapalle district, were sold at the Jafina Cutchery, and pur-
chased at £ 1 per acre, exclusive of,all other expense, by one of the first English
Planters that settled in'the Peninsula.

Died at Colombo on the il of Nov, 1844, My, Pedrew Peris Assarappapulle,
shroffof Negombo, at the adyanced age of 58, Jeaving behind him his fourth wife,
and 4 out of 14 children, and a great circle of relations and friends to lament hig
loss. He was one of the richest men in Colombo; and he is now buried in the
zrave yard attached to Bt. ‘Fhomas’ Church, in hope of the glorious resurrection
i the judement—Communicaied. -

Colombio 18th Nov. 1844,

DEAR STAR, i

Your readers and the public should be acquainted with the late transactions of
the dealers in paddy at the Changany Bazaar, to oppress the poor natives and of
the disinterested exertions of Mr. SEDAMPARANADER CHRISTOPILLAY, No-
tury Public of Changany to relieye them.

When the alarm began 1o be spread among the people, that in consequence of
the expected failure of the paddy crops, a famine was to be apprehended, the
dealers in paddy at the Changany bazaar, went to Jaffna and Pt. Pedro and
bought up large quantities of paddy'from the merchants paying about 12 fanams
a parah. T'hen they immediately raised the price in the bazaar to 17 fanams a
parah. And still further to increase their gains, they procured small measures,
and dealt out the paddy in them. One small measure of pounded rice was sold

o at 2 pence. This was a great hardship to the poor people; and no one stood for-
ward (o ciWk the injustice of these proceedings. At last Mr, Christopillay hear-
ing what was doing by the traders in the bazaar, had his heart stirred up to re-
lieve the distress of the people. He first went to the bazaar and had all the un-
Jawful measures removed, then he endeavoured to persuade the dealers to reduce
the price of the paddy to a reasonable sum, but they refused; whereupon he went
10 Jaffna and with his own money bonght a large quantity of paddy and brought
it to the bazaar and sold it to the people without profit to himself, thereby com-
pelling the other dealers to reduce their prices or lose the sale of their paddy.

This noble and disinterested act of generosity has impressed the hearts of the
people with a deep sense of admiration and gratitude, and is worthy to be thus
publicly recorded as a testimony in his praise.  May many others be found to go
and do likewise, and the blessing of many ready to perish shall come upon their
heads. Yours truly, Many NATIVES.
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DEAR STAR,

A question of some importance has recently arisen in my mind, and in hope
that some of your wiser readers will be able to give asatisfactory answer, I seud
it to you for publication. It is well known that during tha few weeks of drought
all the people have jbeen greatly troubled as they saw the grain withering o the
fields, and the worms devouring the residue, and every one was ready to say
‘i1t is for our sins these evils have comeupon us.” 'L'he heathen have done many
things to gain the favour of their gods, and thus procured the blessinF of rain, At
one temple at Batticotta where the usual annual festival was not celebrated, the
people have now been bringing their offerings and performing ceremonies. T'o
other temples also the’peaple iave come fasting, with vows and afferings. One
class of people made an image of clay and called it Kodum Puvy,* into which
they proposed to put their sins and thesins of others. After drawing it about and
making a great lamentation over it they burnedit. This ceremony was perform-
ed three nights in succession. The last night in which the above mentioned cer-
emony was performed, while the other castes were still worshipping io their tem-
ples, the showers came. Therefore, these people think, that by these things they
have secured the favour of their gods, and obtained their request.

Now, this is one view of the subject; let us look at another. What have the
people done that is pleasing in the sight of their Creator and Governor—the only
Supreme Being? He is the only Almighty God, and he only possesses the power
of giving and withholding rain. Can offerings and poojas to the false gods—avail
any thing? Can the mere dragging of a clay-image denominated « heinous sinner,
through the streets and burning 1t beyond the Timits of the village, expiate for
public erimes? Was there any true compunction and sorrow of heart in the peo-
ple for their past sins? God is the searcher of hearts, and true devotion, proceed-
ing out of a pious heart, will gain his favour.

Again, T happen to know that the class of persons called Christians, have been
these many days, looking to the great God who made heaven and earth, confess-
ing their sing, and the sins of other people, and fervently praying God to forgive
them, and bestow the rain of heaven upon their parched fields, and thus furnish
foad for man and beast. In some places the Christians have met together to pray
for this object. The Missionaries, too, have been praying that God would spare
this guilty people, and not send his judgements upon them, but give them a fruits
ful season.

Now, the question T wish to ask is this; which is the most reasonable, to suppose
that the present rain is given because the people have made poojah, fired rock-

“ets, made vows to bring offerings hereafter in case their wish was granted;—or,

that these Christians, by their praygrs hvee obtained the blessing which makes
all hearts glad? Yours &e.

- Butticotta, Nov. 25tk 1844, ONE IN SEARCH oF TRUTH.

* Kodum Pavy is a colossal image of a woman, a great sinner, which is
drawn through the streets in the time of drought.
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Swimming in Sult water conducive to health and strength,—No Bathing place

an Jaffna.

DeAr STAR,

I have no doubt but you will agree with me when I say that there are a great many
syoung men in Jaffna, of all classes; who could spend a much pleasanter and more
useful hour of an evening or a morning, learning to swim, and swimming in a

artof the Jaffia Lake, than in lounging on the Esplanade, orsleeping late in the
ornings, as if time htng heavily on them. After I try to prove the benefits to
be derived from this species of exercise, and the advantages of knowing how to
swim, &ec. T shall try toshow how a proper swimming place canbe:made, some-
where close to Jaffna,

Confidence is all that is required to enable a person to keep himself afloat in
Sahl water, because its specific gravity is so much greater than that of the human
body.

Pg’a’ctice will soon Ierf‘ect the swimmer, and will enable him to perform many
wuseful feats, such as diving, swimming on the back, and floating without exertion,
but where there are so many good swimmers among, the natives, it is useleés to
enlarge on this part of the subject, e .

Besides the very great pleasure,inmy opinion to be derived from swimmine, it is
conducive to health in <o far as cleanliness and the strengthening eflects of salt
waler are concerned; but it is the peculiar position the body has to be thrown in-
‘to, and the regular exercise of all the limbs, that is so effectual in enlarging the
chest, and consequently strengthening young men.

Taking it for granted that the useluluess of a knowledge of swimming is well
lcnown, I shall now suggest that the permission of government be obtained to en-
close a part of the lake by sticking posts on their sides.—And next that the pa-
rents and friends of young men be requested to contribute enough to enable them
to clear the enclosure from stones, and all other annoyances, and to fill-ap holes
if there be any.—I have no doubt but our enlightened Agent would recommend

Government to assist the undertaking. A place with a saudy bottom is of course:

‘the best; and beéfore being used as a bathing place, it should be cleaned of sea
woed, and dragged avith a net, to expel all the fish, and troublesome insects, &o:
Kishermen woulﬁ do this for a mere trifle, and the-operation could be rcpéaled
as oflen as required.

The posts of the inclosure should be placed so close to each other, that they
could prevent any treublesome fish or animal from getting in, and the depth in-
side should in no place exceed the height’of a little hoy.

Young men can swim in two and ahalf, 8, or 4 feet of water very well without
knocking their kees on the ground, and I should imagine a place of this depth,
can easily be found close to Jafina. }

Cadjan huts could be erected on the shore for the cenvenience of those who
frathe.

I now come to a conclusion, and hope my suggestions will create interest c-
mough among the inhabitants of Jaffha to‘haye something done in the way of get-
ting a preper bathing place made.

I take it for granted;that this is a fit subject for the Star, and that you approve
wof the suggestions. Yours swimmingly,

Juftna, 21st of November, 1844, AMPHL

DEesr Star,

A solution of my Problem in No. 18th of the present volume 'has been
veceived from Mr, A. B, of Trincomalie, but as it is incorvect, I -do not
unsert it. I suspect from the proposed solution of the Problem, that he
has mistaken my meaning; and therefore in order that he may better un-
derstand it, I will here state the Problem in plainer words: viz,

ip a right angled triangle the hypothenuse and sum of the
other two sides being given, it is required to construct the
driangle.

The following question ‘has been proposed by Mr. A. B. which I here
jpresent with the required solution,

ProsrLEM.
D
‘‘Required a solution to the

following figure.

Inthe figure ABCD given, AB,

BC, the angle DBC and the an- )
gle ADC, to find AD, BD, and A :
CD.» B A

Sorution.— Geomelrically

Upon AQ, describe the seg-
ment of the circle ADC, which
shall contain an angle equalto
the given angle ADC (Playfairs
Eiclid Book 3. Prob.33,) Let AN, &
NC be respectively equal to A N
the given lines AB and BC.
Make the angle CND equal to the given angle DBC, and
Join DA and DC; ANCD is the figure required.

C

ithe circle) may be determin-

Trigonomelrieally.

Suppose a circle AIYC

is described about the trian-
gle ADC and from the cen-
tre I, det fall the perpendi~
cular LN. Now by (Euclid
Book 3. Prob.20.) ALC=double
of ADC, aud therefore AD
C=NL(. Nowin the right
angled triangle LN C, all the
angles and one side NC be-
ing known, LC(=radius of

ed (Day’s Trigo. Art. 126.)
In the triangte LBC one angle and two sides being known,
the'angle LBC and the side LB may be determined. (Day’s
Trig. Art. 144/and 143.) §
In the triangle LBD, the angle LBD (Leing equal to LB
C—DBC)andtwosides LB and LD(=radius) being known
BD may be determined. (Day’s Trig. Art, 143 ) '
In the triangle DBA, the angle D and two sides AR
and BD being known, the angle DAB and the side AD
may be determined. (Day’s Trig, Art, 144 and 143.)
In the triangle DCA all the angles and two sides bemmg
known, DC may be determined. (Day’s Trig. Art. 143
Batlicotla’ Semmnary ) - Yours truly
9th Nov. 1844. } D. H. Craink,
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POET’S CORNIER,

FOOT-STEPS OF ANGELS.
: [By HeNrY W. LoNGFELLOW.]
Wuex the hours of day are numbered, and the voices of the night
Wake the better soul that slumbered, to a holy, calm delight;
Tore the evening lamps are lighted, and the phantoms grim and tall,
Shadows from the fitful fire-light dance upon the parlour wall.
Phen the forms of the departed enter at the open door,
The beloved ones—the true hearted, come Lo visit me once more;
He the young and strong who cherished noble longings for the strife,—
By the road side fell and perished, weary with the march of life!
‘Phiey the holy ones and weakly, who the cross of sufferings bore,
I*‘uld)ed their pale hands so meckly! spake with us on earth no more;
And with them the Being' beauteous, who unto my youth was given
More than all things else tolove me, ‘and is now a saint in Heaven.
With a slow and noiseless foot-step comes that messenger divine,
Takes the vacant chair beside me, lays her gentle hand in mine,
And she sits and gazes at me, with those deep and tender eyes,
Like the stars so still and saint-like, looking downward from the skies.
Uttered not, yet comprehended is the spiri’s voiceless prayer,
Noft rebukes; in blessing ended, breathing from her lips of air
Oh! though oft depressed and lonely, all my fears are laid aside
If I but remember only such as thesehave lived and died!

: PETRIFACTION.

Mz. Kennedy, in his late work on Texas, says one of the most remarkable natur-
al curiosities in Texas, is a petrified forest, near the head of the Passigono river.
1t consists of several hundred trees, in an erect position turned to stone.  'T'rees
now growing are partially petrified. 'Ihis is a startling fact for the natural Phi-
losophers, and must canse them to modify the existing theory of petrifaction.

The philosophy of petrifaction, as taught in the electric philosophy and science
of the day is simply this: petrifaction is an eleetric effect and takes place when-
ever the electric condition of the menstrunm, be it air or water, and of the mate-
ria, be it flesh or vegetable matter, necessarily demand it. The old theory of
slow decay and a regularly floating in of silicious matter is now exploded. Mat-
ter, vegetable and animal, is found turned to stone in the air, as well as in the
water or earth. We have on dry sand-hills, pieces of pitch pine with' the tirpen-
tine, the refuse of the worm, and the colour of smoke, made when in a partially con-
sumed state, turned to silex. Centers are formed in all chemical changes to more
dense formation, and more fine and rapid circulation, and the result 13, as to the
fineness and celerity, depending, other things being the same, on the conditions
specified. There is but one element, the electric fluid, and all formations on the
analytic method, are resolvable into it, and on the synthetic ereated by it. The
air around and water in the earth; as it regards these “trees” are such as that
when the trees, from age,acquire a certain consistency, millions of centers are

i‘ormcc.i,‘_and the result follows.—See Prof. Hares’ Lect. 1840.—Olcotls’ Animal
Electricity.—Boston Atlus.

METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, BE NOT 1'00 POSITIVE.

KEPT AT THE AMERICAN MISSION SEMINARY AT BATTICOTTA.

Be very cautious in all you say;—

Barometer, cor- ||Thermometer. The 1st [|Wet-bulb Thermometer.

never be too positive; you will oftcn

1844 rected for Tem- and 3d columns give The figures shew the; be wrong when you feel sure of being
perature, —and ||| ithe.mean of the day, || depression In degrees REMARKS. right.  And then never condemn hus-
Capillarity. and the night. and decimals. ‘ tily what others say. They may af-

From  |Maxim- | Minim- ‘ ter all be right, though you at first

‘N:g. Ezsgthh, Obzb“:'l;.\"d ‘l)lsl;’”“ & A.M.|P.M. | P.M. || A M. [P.M. [P.M, The prevailing winds, during this feel  cevtain they are wrong. It is
9 lec: & & WA B 9h.50m.| 3h. 40m 9k 30m. {9k S0 |3h 40m. |95 30 ||period, have been from the N. E, tho’ | quite possible, you know, for two dif-
inclusive. (g b 40m,{3h. 40m.||77-=Vm: (21 20m m. | |9h 30m. [3h 40m. |IoUm. |ihey have varied from the N. W.'to £. [ ferent and opposing statements to be
A MR ¥ Ry true. It is said that two knights quar-
Inches. | Tuches.|| © o ) o o Flyi ; reled, fought, and wounded eachoth-

) 5 ying clouds during the day; and s HOUSH O
95 ) 29.96 129.92\|v9 3 [g81.4 |78.8 1.9 | 24 | —  |[showers in the night. o % er about a shield that stood between
them; the one said it was red, the oth-
' Dark and rainy in the moming. | er said it was blue: but at length sonie
26 29.95| 29.89(/80.0 [80.8 78.5 1.2 | 29 | — |[Flying clouds through the day. one interfered, and showed that it had
5 3 a red side and a blue side; that each
: ‘ ‘ Occasionsl showers through the day | ¢ them therefore was right; and that
24 29.95.29:87|81:5 [81.2:78.4:[| 1.5 |.2,9 | —.. |IT5omatimes moshyclean: .| hadthey been wiser, and looked at
! ; Flying clouds. Cloudy. Mostly both sides, the strife would have becen

28 | 29.94| 29.78|(80.7 [32.3 |78.3 || 3.5 | 6.0 | — ljclear. peyelics

5 L 5 H ;, \ : evl:]ri)lsjtgly clear, but hazy; rain in the B gy,

24 29 94| 29.89]|81.4 [82.4 [795 || 3 6 B Juvenis Discipulus, and some. others

‘ ‘ Showers in the forenoon.—In the af- | necessarily defered.
30 99.95| 29.88!| 79.7{81.1 |77.5 || 1.5 | 8.8 | —  ||ternoon flying clouds. i
Decenm. | In the morning clear—dew. Mostly
{ CON NT'S,

1 29.97 :9.90\\79 8 (82,1 | 78.4| 1.1 | 2.6 | — |clear through the day. CONT BT b
Mostly clear.. Flying clouds. Difference between cternal and ;
Q 929.93| 29.91|79.7 [81.8 |78 6 R e temporal things . SR 229

= 1981 291 ) d 2 - Missionary enterprizes in the South
‘ l l \ ‘ Mostly clear—dew. Evening cloudy. seas = 2 = ih.

' g il Satirical poem on the superstitions
3 29 98| 29.88({80.9 |83.1 |79.0 1.6 | 5.1 ' ; R il ! 08 0ag
o Showers at night.  Flying clouds | Qne of the wonders of Ramassuram  ib
through the day. A Fable - = SR 231
& ‘ QQ'QG‘ 29.78||80.6 [82.6(80.4 2.4 50 3.6 B 2 L Jonversions from Hinduism - * 232
N ? Mostly clear—dew.—Flying clouds. | Pilgrimage at Binghar - - - ;:»,
Hindu Superstitions = - ib.
5 l 29 95‘ 29.89//80 6 (83 4 |80 4 \\ 44 | ™8] 55 o N L st L R
(i ) Cloudy during the day. Light show- Baptism allGUZOf{'a} 5 1' b5, ib.

) i yening. On the conduct/of! the dealers’in
6 ’ 29 95‘ 29.89 ‘3 .3 [80.9 {7199 [|425 (27 | 24 |/°° at Gh. in the evening. 2 *addy L the Chingeany bazaar 239
. R o Early morning rain—calm. Showers | On lx;} c@ndgctdqf.lher hedthens :
b i lay. obtain the divine favour: = - ib.
% \ 29'93| 29.90/(79 6 (81,0 |78.0 || 08 | 2.5 | 1.1 grd somerwindiiiroushthelday. O e e e 23i
45 . i Early morning gentle rain.—squally | Swimming in salt water conducive

) ~ iy —wind and rain. to health and stréngth.—No A3
8 29 97| 29.90/{81.1 [{81.2 |76.7 (315527 0 by R0 1153 bathing place in Jaffua s 235
g i . g . | Mathematical problem - - ib.
Heavy rain in the morning, andfin Panchangam = - - - _, b
9 30.00| 29.92(|78.0 |76.4 |78.4 01| 01| 01 !lsomepartsofthe day. Poot's corner—Fobt-steps of angels 136
== = e——uou |\ Petrifaptiont 450 adwis oo e ib.
) ‘ An unusual amount of dry and fair Meteorological Register 2 ib.
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