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Edncation and the Co-operative Movement

it is significant that in the Co-operative
Principles as reformulated by the Inter-
national Co-opezrative Alliance (I. C. A)
Commission in 1966, and in most of the
writings on the Co-operative Movement,
great emphasis has been placed on education.

For instance, the [. C. A. Commission
observed :-

“For the purposes of Co-operation
however, education needs to be defined
in a very broad sense which includes
academic education of more than one kind
but much besides. It includes beth what
people learn and how they learn it. Every
phase of experience which adds to people’s
knowledge, develops their faculties and
skill, widens their outlook, trains them to
work harmoniously and effectively with
their fellows and inspires them to fulfil
their responsibilities as men or women or
¢itizens, can have educational significance
for Co-operation. Less and less in the
contemporary world can education be
limited to what is learnt in schools and
colleges at special periods of people’s lives.
The Co-operative concept is of education
us a life-long process.”

Maurice Colombain’s ¢ Co-operatives
and Fundamental Education’ (UNESCO,
1950-) had very mnch the same strain
about it. In the Preface it was observed
that ¢ Co-operatives are not only a means
of raising living standards (and hence of
increasing the local revenue for schooling) ;
they are also edugational ingstruments of
the highest order, living schools for members
of the community. On the other hand,
few educaters or teachers are aware of the
widesoread forms and the great possibili-
ties of Co-operation, and thsy tend there-
fore to overlook the natural link between
school and co-operative.”

1

Some areas of development in which
co-operatives could play a major role are:-

(a) Indigenous accumulation of capital ;

(b) Building-up of a self-reliant market
economy ;

(c) Agriculture and small-scale indusiries:

(d) Transfer of technology and wuvse of
appropriate technology;

(e) Social wifare policies e. g. health
education, family planning ete, ;
(f) Community development ;

(g) Practice in the use of democratic
institutions, thus ensuring economic
and social suffrage in addition to
political suffrage; and

(h) Functional literacy.

Of the arcas of development listed
above, functional literacy is of over-riding

significance since it pervades, and is a
pre-condition for, every other form of
development.

By fanctional literacy is meant com-
prehensive education and training with a
literacy component built in. This education
conld be wvocational or non-vocationsl
depending on the needs of the individual,
since functional literacy does not sce the
individual as separate from his environ-
ment or in isolation from his social group,
but as one in a group situation in relation
to a particular environment. In other
words, rather than as an end in itgelf
literacy should be viewed as a way of
preparing the individual for a social,
economic and political role in the commu-
nity that transcends the limits of rodi-
mentary learnming of the 3 Rs. The Green
Revolution, for instance, has shown that
too narrow an emphasis on the technical
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aspects of agriculture without an appre-
ciation of the real needs of the individvoal
farmer cannot help to sustain productivity
in the long term. Co-operatives have a
very major role to play in responding 1o
the needs and aspirations of all individuals
who turn to them for help. The basic
principles underlying such an approach are’-

(8) the primacy of the individual,
(b) his social, economic and political
welfare, and

{¢) a full and abuadant life for every-
onz in the community.

Seen in this perspective the Co-opera-
tive Movement offers more than a set of
ideals and principles in the quest for a
new social and economic order. Central
to this improved conception of develop-
ment is the individual and the realisation
of his Co-operation as a *technique of
action’ based on the principle of mutual

help assumes importance as a structural
clement in development. It means that
the individual member 1is permanently
confronted with innovations, not only in
a technical sense but also in respeci of
social forms of living and ways of com-~
munication. This presupposes an optimum
{evel of functional literacy on the part of
the members as well as those who provide
the leadership.

The faoture of our country depends
on how the people take the initiative to
organise themselves irrespective of govern-
mental decrees, It is very much hoped
that the people of the Northern Province
who had enjoyed the fruits of Co-oper-
ation for a long time will not allow the
tree of Co-operation to wither.

K. Paramothayan

«Jt is our view that education of this kind (comprehensive
eooperative education ) cannot be imported or directed from the

burocratic confines of a government department.
progressive, coop:rative Education must

and celf reliance of a veluntary movement.

as a basic requirement that

To be dynamic and
spring from the spontaneity

We therefore recommend

responsibility for education and training

to be vested in non official organisations .

— Laidlaw commission report.
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