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136 @__piUJftilT.!T~c$.-MORNI-NG STAR. 

~ftiUJ~IT.tr@di-MO RN ING ST .AR. 

J affna, Julv • 9l5th, 1844. 

HAS BRAHJIUNIS!l'l BEEN ALWAYS THE R'ELIGION OF INDIA? 
130th the proud and narrow-minded Brahmin, as well as many sP.mi-paganised 

European residents in India, have been constantly ur&"ing the objection against 
missionary effoTts in lndia,-how ,·ain is il to expect Lnat the Hindus will abai:i
don a religion which has existed in Ind,a since the firsl tide of emigration sel in 
jn its shores; a religion which has from an im1nemorial antiquity oeen indelibly 
cngrafted into the national character. The Abbe Dubois ar~·u<>d that from the 
in,·eteracy of Hindu prejudices it was quite evident that God nad predestinated 
the Hindus to e ternal reprobatiqn, and that Missionaries ought forthwith t9 with
Jraw from India. In the evidence taken before the Hous·oof Commons, in 1813, 
,,n lndia affairs, T. Graham: Esq., who had been a resident in India for 39 yeaTs, 
and a member of the Supr~me Council, stated, that "Lhll habits and prejudict1s 
of the Hindus were of a fixed and unchan~eable nature.'' Sir T. Munro •declar
ed tllat " the Hindus were, without exception, as unchangeable as any thing can 
possibly be." Almost all the witnesses summoned on that occa&ion gave the 
same testimony, wl\ich was mged as an ar.,.ument against allowing the free ad
~is_sion of Europeans to India; as it was all~ged the iu1mulability ol religious and 
civil usages would lead to constant dissensions and quarrels with European 
slrangers. 
. We shall _endeavor to show by historical evidence, that 13rahminism in India 
1s comparall\'C!y modem; thal it is an exotic in J.ndialike l\fohammcdani~m, boUt 
systems being introd11ccd by the stron~ arm of military power combining with 
priestly intrigue. The assumptions ofErahniinism lo a ho.ar antiquity, ani:l to 
hcfng an iudigc)lous plant in Hindustan, ,viii as little stand' the test of historical 
lll\'estigation as the arrogant claims of the Romish Church to ~he "quod s..emper, 
quod uLique, quod ab omnibus." 

Historical da(a show very clearly that a frequent and regula~ i_ntercourse of 
both a commprc1al and rel,g,mus nature was carried on between Chma and India 
at an early periorl of the Christian era. '.!'he invasions .of the Tartars caused the 
decline of Buddhism in the north of China in the 4th century. li'a Hian, a Budd
hist Chinese priest, made a visit to India A. D. S99, on a mission of inquiry res- I 
pcrtmg 13~ddhism. His journal was. written in Chinese and bears the clearest 
~arks of g:_cnuineness; it bas been lately (ranslated i':'to French by Messieurs 
Klaproth, tlemnsal, and L;i,ndressc, of Pans, and rece1rnd by the hteral1 offiu
rope as an historical document of unquestionable verily. Jl.e establishes t)w fol
lowing facts: that Buddhism originated in the country lying between the !'1ipal 
?ills au~ the Jumna; Sakya Mun was born al Kap'ila, near Oude, his father be
rng a prmce of the comllry and tributary to theking·of Magadhor Bahar, who.re
sided 41 Pataliputra or Patna, his ministry was aci:omplished in the proxinces of 
Oude, Bonares and ijorthcrn Ilahar. B,uddhisn1 had m~intained in those coun
trie~ a political supeciority as far back as the· tenth century l3. C.; trauit1ons 1 
and monumental remains cou/i"m these f~cts. It had penetrated into Bengal and ' 
as far as the mouth~ of the Ganoccs. 

Brahminism fa India is of modern ori1;i11. Professor \Vilson says, "It is high
ly J?robable that of the present popular forms oflhc Hindu religion, none assumed 
thctr actwil state enrlier tl<an the time of /5ankara Acharya, the Great Saiva Re
former, who flourished in all likelihood in the eighlh or ninth century." ' 'l'hc old
est iuscription known in a Linga temple is not of earlier dale than the tenth 
century. Fa Hian makes 110 mention of the followers of Shin,, though he is so 
minute on every particular. I-linan Thsang, a Chinese travell er, is equa lly silent 
.thougl1 he does not omit the notice of e,·en the isolated temples of heretical bo
dies ._ According to the data collected by Fa Hian it appejlrs that Buddhism had 
!lourished uninterruptedly in India for.fourteen centuries. Porphyrjus, an au\hor, 
who diP.d A. D. 303, describes the Brahmins as a tribe with Budrlhisrusages and 
confined lo a few localities. SL AmbTose, who died within two years of Fa 
Hian's arrival in India, mentions that his friend Bishop Musceus had tra veiled in
to [ndia and China but had nol met \\:ith a Brahmin_. Chinese testimony l!,Oe_s to 
show that as late as [he sevcntl1 century Lhc, Brahnun kingdoms were conhn cl to 1 
the Punjab, ,hat the BraJnnins were cousidered as a lnbe 0nly, not as the hie.r- 11 
archy of a whole people, and were possesse(I of formidable religious and politi 
cal power, bnt as a foreign community in a stale, (like the l\foriscoes in Spain.) 
'fhe lleY. W. Taylor in his analysis of the Mackenzie l\1SS. says; 11 0rig·inally 
the Brahmans were most certainly fo•·eig,·ners to the Peninsula, and to know that 
1s one important step toward tracing their remoter origin. The dates of the grea
ter p~rt of the Sanskrit inscriptions in the South are of the fourteentl,, fifteenth ' 
and sixteenth centuries.'' Professor Wilson states, "The earliesl seat of the Hin- 1' 
dus on the cast of the Puttiah is of very circumscribed extent and could not ha\le 1. 
heen th e site of any numerous tripes or nations." Dr. Stevenson of Bombay, a 
learne~ oriental scholar, san, "Brahminism, as first established or afterwards re
vived m the Ma:atha country is universally by the natives, _Lra7ed to _Sank hara 1 
Acharya m the mn th ceutury, whom the:r deem an Avatar of Shiva, raised up to 
put down Huddhism.'' The people of Ava beli~,\"e that Buddhism was univer
.;r,\!y prevatent throughout Tndia until after the introduction of the Brahm ins. 

Profossor \Vi!son after strict investigation has come to the .i:onclusion that " the 
-,ldest of the Puranas is not anterior to the eighth or ninth century, and the most 
reren_t not above three or fonr centuries old.'' Colonel Wilford says, they are , 
certamly a modern compilation. Dr. Wilson of Bombay states, "that the Bha- ' 
;a,:at _f'urana. which is the greatest practical authority at present, cannot claim an 
a nllqmty much i,xceeding si:c centuries!' In l,is Oxford Lectures, Profcssor'\-Vil
s!'~ says, "(he determi11a.1ion of the Puranas , modern and unauthenticated compo· 
s1t1?n deP,rt"~s tl!em of_ the sacred character which they have usµrpcd, destroys 1 

their credit, impairs tlw,r 111Auencc, and strikes awav the main proofpn which at 
presco l. the ~reat mass of Hindu idola1rv and supcrslition rclfes: in their dod d-

edly sectarial character, in the boldness with which they assert the Pantheistic 
presence. ol' _some ~ne deity, in lheir numerous and altnost, always frivo, 
lous and 111s1p1d and nnmoral legei\dsc they _betray most glari1igly the purposes 
for whtcl; thPy were co:nposecl, the ct1ssemmat1on of new articles of faith, the 
curreucy of new g'?ds.' 'l'he Puranas appear to be legends invented to serve 
the ends of a graspmg· and hattghty pr1esthoodras much as the Decretals of the 
m.'.d.~le ages_ w~re f?r~ed to sanctiou the s_upremacy of the Pope of Rome. Brah
mm1>m was m its or.1g111al form monothe1s1tc,as the Vedas prove, aud 'has, like Ju
daism, Bu_ddln~m1 the Chinese s:yste1~ aHd ancient Christianity, degenerated into 
pol_ythe1_st1c prmc1ple.s_. ~he cpnclu:;ion Professor Wilson has arrived at on this 
s~bJeCt 1s tf\us staled ,_n his pre(ace to the_ ".ishn~ Pura11a: 1•fl is commonly a/1-
nutted 4tal the ~ralummcal rel,gton and_ c1v1hzanon were brought into India frorr, 
without.' Certa1nly, thet.e are tribes on 1he borders and in the lieart of the coun
try, who are still not ~{indus; a:i~ pass~ges in th.e Ramayana and Mahabiiarata 
and Manu, and the untform trad,twns of the people themselves poiut Lo a period 
when Ben/ptl, Ortssa, and the whole of the Der.can, were inhabited by deg:rade<I 
or oulc'.'st, that is, by barbarous tribes. The traditions of the J'uranas confirm 
these v~ews, but they lqnd no assistance to the determination of th e ·~ues tion 
whence the Hmdus came; whether from a Central Asiatic nation as Sir W. Jones 
supposed, or from ,the Caucasian mountains, the plains of Babylonia, or the bor
dprs of Lbe Caspian, as conjectured by K,laproth, Vans Kennedy and Schle.,.el 
'1 he general ".01:1clusi'?n derivable from t_he actual pre~ence 'of barbarous and ';.p '. 
parently abongmal tribes, from the adn\i!ted proo-ress1ve extensions of Hinduism 
rnto parts of ltfi:lia, where it_ did not pre,,'.'i l whenll1e code ~f Manu was comi:,iled 
-fr~m the ge'!eral use of dialects m Indti;i-1 more 9r less cop10u~1-whieh are differ- , 
ent from the Sa_nscrit-and from the _affinities pf that language wilh forms of 
-speech current.·~ the western world, is-that a people who spoke Sanscrit and 
followQ_d the religion of the Vedas, came into India, in some very distant age 
from lands west of the lndus." ' 

The_ Vedas, Contain the earliest form ot the Hindu religion. They recognise 
the_ umty of God, and d,o not teach hero-worship or the .,doctril\e of incarn;,.t,,ons 
while the wo~~h,p recommended .is chiefly domestic worship, consisting of pray'. 
crs_and oblat:ons, P!esente,;1 ~ot m temples by prio~\s, but ln private hous s by 
md1v1duals. Th2 Rig Veda gives th~ form of a hymn_ to be chanted at the sacri
fice of a cow. Th_e Ramayana 1nenllons that a brahnun <1t Alli!habad fea'5ted thv 
brother of Ram with "pork and p_otP.nt spirit.'' 

Bmlllism was dominant in India from the' sixth century, 13. C., till tit, 
fourth cen_tw·y A. D., both politically .and religiously. Fa.Rian fm.rn'd the whole 
of the nat.Jons between the frontiers of China and the lndus followers of Buddha 
and ruled ~y Budlu~t prmces. Clii1lese history shows that Bu<;lhism had flourishi 
ed )v,th\"ut mter~uptwn for a thousand years in ,vhat the PUTanic fables repute the 
holiest places ot lrraminism, Muttra, Benares, Allahabad, Oude and the ),auks of 
~~e Jumna and Ganges. A~oko was the Budhist monarch of all India from 13. C. 
,.25 to 283 .. In the seventh century, with theexreption of Assam altd Orissa there 
was not an mstancc ofbrahmins having attained lo political powt,r. II'he 1splcn
d1d and numerous Budh1st cave temples ancj monasteries tell i,s, even in their ruins 
tha_t the wealth and power of Government must have been devoted for a"es to 
their cofnplet1on. Buddhism was in fact for one thousand years the state reli.,.ion 
of India; and one of the most t.olerant of those political mixtures. In an aniual 
'.'ddress del\vered before the Royal Soci~t.v in 184,0, the Marquis of Norlllampton 
111 J>ronouncmg _an eulogy on the latti J. Prinsep or Calcutta, re111arked, '· Mr. 
Prmsep ascertamed that at tl\e period of Alexander's conquests, India was under 
the sway of ;Bud~h,st Sovereigns and B,tddhist Institutions, and that the earliest 
"M?narchs o;, Ind(" are not associated with a .Brahminical creeil or dynasty.'' 'Fa 
H,an says, hav_mg passed t? the eastward of the deser\s ofJaysulmeer and the 
.f umna, all tlte kings of the d,fferent kingdo11ls ill India are jirmly attached to the 
law oJ BJ.tddha, and_ when they do honour to the ecclesiastios they take off their 
diadems." Whe~ Hmn Thsang, a Chinese traveller. visited Benares, A. D. 635, 
he found there thlfty Buddlust monasteries and 3,000 'Buqdhist. pries!s and disci
J>les. ~u<;ldh1sm was then m a ra,pid state of decay. Ougein was eminently 
.Buddh)Sl as_ late as the third century of our era; it ,vas the residrnce, of Asoko a 
Buddhist prmce, 300 B. C. Fa Hian founrl in the kino-dom of Tamlttc near oll 
Cttlla, ~4 mon~steries all peopled with ecclesiastics, by the side of tit~ town was 
one of Asoko·s towers. 
. Coins ancl inscriptions bear strong testimony to the modern origin of hrahmirr-
1sm: Abel Remusat sar,~, "of the thousands of coins, fot1nd 'in lnclia up to the 
pcrtod of .Fa H1an , the1e 1,;, not one that has any relation Lo brahminism and the 
san:ie !"ay be said_ of the numerous inscriptions'." J. Prinsep i;tates, "{he great 
maJority of the coms,n\os t of which are older than the Ohristian Era from Scmde 
the _Punjab, Ouiein, Kanouj, are with Budhist embl,ems upon them ~dicating that 
the~_ had 1ssuect from the Budhist mints of Iludhist princes. ~ 'e have also the 
founa_anon ~f the comparatively_ modern origin of_all the celebrated Hindu templr• 
and tirlhas, th e Purauas bmng mYented or compiled between the fifth and twel\h 
centuries o_f our era; the history of Kashmir being written A. D. \14ij : \he Hindt1 
d!amas bemg written from the second to the fourteenth cen turies· and finall y the 
nme gems (literary men) of the <rolderl an-e of Hindu literalure ar~ made cont~m
poranes of a Raja Bhoja. the fi;;;t of the0 na1ile flourishing A. lil. 483, the second 
A. D. 665, and the third A. D. 1035!" ' · 

Many othe!· facts could be slated showing the modern ori.,.in ofBrahminism in 
ln_cJ_ia; the evidence ~1ere brought fo~ward may be of ~S? in ;llOO°tt~ai,ing J\lli~~ion
anes to assaul t a sy,tem as shallow m 1ls evidence as 1t 1s hau~·hty nuls demands . 

Calcutta Ch,·is. Obs. 

. L l T u R G i C,A B R IT A N JN I C A. 
To the £d,tor Qfthe Morning Star 

OF.AR SrR, · ' 
. lt is not for the_purpese of.provoking controversy that I write to solic~t spacp '1 )h'<?~r val4a))l-e JO~rnal for a few lines 01, the ~ubject inclieale,d by the beading' 
o l. is commumcatwn, bu t solely with the view of' obtai nin.,. information to aia 
!"e m_ the p_erformanc,e of a duty; I hope therefo re (hat y6u· fvill favor me by the 
inscrlton ,;>f this leller. 

Every one convers<1nt wiih the incomparable Litur;y of the Aoglic;in CJ1u,cj1 
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must be aware that a lthough it is in the .main beautifully clear to the most or,dina
ry car.,acity. !here are passages whose exact import il is µitlicu lt to de termine. 
In use, these obscurities do not really affect the worshipper, as from the context 
some valuable sentiment is gathered, or the general drift understood. To the 
translal'!Jr or expounder the _case isdiflerent. , ln order tp the produ1,_ti·o1) qf a sat
isfactory version it is essenltal that the_ translator possess himself of the meaning 
of words and phrases, and also ascertam how (hey arc sanctioned by llie inspired 
volume whose doctrines .alone-can g ivQ muhorit;y to fo,ms of' dev,otion. Among 
s~veral difficulties I have before my mind I select only two for t~c present and 
beg the favour of 'a few words of exposition froni those who filay be able lo fur
nish the info rmation 1 seek. One of the phras.es is contalned in the "Gloria ;Patri· 
a." This beautiful ascription of praise is ,is fdllows: "Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall 
be world wilhou\ end, Amen."- 'f.he sentence t~ which l allude is 'the one at its 
commencement, viz. "as it was in the heginning,' and my question on this relates 
to the sense to be attached lo the word "as;" does this ,yord refer to the exp,ess- · 
,on of a fact only, that praise has ever beea ascribed to the adorable T rinity; 
or is it also the expression of a wish that the same adoration may now be' olfore.d 
as w~s rcn<ler9d to the Deity in the earlier periods of his dispensations to man, 
and does it also connect \he present faith ani:l aspira tions of the worshipper with 
the futl\re by extending the desire to fomre ages. It appears to tne that howe,·· 
ar the phr.ase is ta\<.on, whether in one ormore, 0r all of the senses supposed, the 
qualifying sentence ought lo stand at the head of \he reµdering in, Tamil. If my 
view be correct, the existing versions of Dr. Rottier and Christian Da"id arc in
adequate, and allow me to say, obscure. 

The other difficulty to which I wish to call attention is that which appears to 
me to exist in one of the prayers of the baptismal service. It runs thus: ''We call 
upon thee for these persons, tha t they, comini,- to thy holy baptism, may r~ceive 
remission of their sms by spiri tual regeneration.'' What is meant by spiritual 
regeneration in this clause? lf it be taken as synonymous with the neiv birth, ho.w 
can it be made to ar,pear lhat pardon is in any sens,e dependent on ,or subsequent 
to regeneration? 'I hat regeneration accompanies pardon, I understand, but how 
the latter succeeds I am unable to ascertain. How'rcgeneration can be the source 
of pardon1 either as the efficient or instrumental cause, or how pardon c~n be con· 
sequent on the renewal of our lialu re, I confess is beyond my laculties to compre· 
hend, an~ i am therefore unable to satisfy myself by any li.tcral rendering of the. 
passage m question. , 

Hoping to be favoured 1vith some elucidation of these points from soI1).e of your 
clerical readers. I remain, ANGL!CA!llJ S. 

We are sorry to learn from the Rev. 111r. Percival that one of the V{esleyan 
School Bw1galows, a valuable structure, built about a yea r and a half ago al Va. 
<lery, in the parish of C'1.Hfi.velly, was consumed by fire on $unda)' last, about 
mid-day. It is not doubted th a t it was ignited by some maHcious person o, per
sons, a11d we are autJ1orized therefore to oiler a rewal'd of ji.ve;pounds to any one 
whose information may lead to the conviction of the malignant peopetrators of 
tnis wrotche l ac t. ' ' 

b[issionary h1tetligeiice,-'It aflords us g reat pleasure to announce the arrival per 
"Hindustan" of the ltev . ~Ir. Gillings, a missionary of the ·wesleya_n Socie y, 
who has been appointed to aid Mr. Percival in his important sphere of labour a t 
Jaffna. ' 

.Missionary.-Int~lligencc has been received that th e Rev. J.100B DAVIS, of 
Bradford College, Yo,rkshire, has been appointed by the Baptist Missiouar,Y. ~oci
ely to labour iii Ceylon. He is dpected lo reach Golombo in S'eptcmber. lTn!il 
the arrival of Mr. D. however,. the Colom~o sta tion will be,supplied by l\'Ir. I>A w
SON from Kandy, and the 1(andy stauon by the Rev. E. 11icCA,J\TJJf fr0m 
Kornegalle.-Commentdlor. 

The Calany Ganga has recently overflowed its panks to a fearfu l extent. A t 
Ratnapora several houses h\lVC been washed away, but, what is more distcessing 
to relate, five little chi ldren were torn from the embrace of1heir parents and car
ried away 'by the flood-their parents having with difficulty saved their own 
livPs.- ib. 

The Roman Catholic Missio11 of Ceylon.-Wehave received information from 
a respectable quarter of the receipt of a very favourable letter by Dr. Misso from 
the Archbishop of Goa and Primate of the east. His Grace, we understand, ex
presses his unqualified approbation of the measures adopted hy that gentleman 
ani:l the other Roman Catholic Secedersi and in positive terms asserts his Grl!Co/S 
authority.ove~ the Roman Catholi'c Mission of Ceylon, The Arc hbishop also 'pro
m,scs, at 1s said, to resort tp more effective measures in the event of those mild 
means, which his grace suggc~s should be immediately adopted, fai linn- to pro-

• ducc a conviction in the minds of the Bishop and his adheren ts, of the "a11tho ri ty 
of the Pdmatewho is their Ieiritima te superior. ' · 

The_ Bishop of Usula and his party will now, we trust, see the utter ,inutilily · 
of contil\ulng refractory, and establish peace and unity amongst the Roiµan Cath
ohc congregation by acknowledging submission to liis Grace, or we may "look 
out for squ~lls,'.'-Ceylon Hera/a, Ju11e 5. 

A reduction m the duty of Foreio-11 Coffee and .Suo-ar is to take placci which 
will lower the price of those article~ and thus materi~ll~· aflect t\1c interests of the 
Planters in this _Island. Meetings have been held in Coli>mbo on t!ie 'subject, bu1 
the o,1ly resohuion ~f importance passed, was to petition the Ceylon 6 ·o vernmen'l 
lo remit the toll on 1091 passengers except at the ferries,:--G'o11,mentatbr. 

Puseyatic Sy,nptoms at Ma~as.-The Madras Atheniu,n states that Bishop , 
Spencer has issu~d orders lo all his Clergy to doff the Geneva gown,-the emblem 
ol the Reformation-and tp preach in future i,n tlreir surpHces-lhe emblem of 
Puseyism. This is going farther than some of his Episcopal, brethren at,home, '!'ho 
endcavored to compromise the difference between the two schools , by ordaining 
black for the pttlpit · in the morning and white in the after part of the day . Our 
contemporary allude_s to an inlenliop 011 th~ p~rt of some of the Olergy to lake 
the,_field agains t t(1e mnovat10n .~Fi·iend of Irtilia. , . ,. _ 

S1rdar Lelina S111gh.-TheDelhi Gazette slates thal Lenna Smgh the SikhS1 rda r, 
arrived at Agra on the 15th of June, on a tour with is family through some·of the 
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' British Provinces; wbercheremainedtillthc 19)h, when he left forBenares. !Jc i,s 
said to be a learned m'an, versed r:ot only in Sikh Theology, but iu Arahic anrl 
Persian lore and an adept in some of the liberal scienees. Astronomy and nc. 
ometry h1wc engo.g_ed m1.'eh of his attention, and he is never better pleascrl than 
when he meets wifh an individual who can converse with him on these his fa,·or
it e studies. He is fond of collecting· books of n scieu tilic character and hag a 
taste-for Mechariics. He is polite and nll'<ible in his manners and g·rareful m hi 
car,riage and demeanour. At Lahore he had a lit hographic press uudc r his own 

I superintend(\nc~, and he t'lnderslands perfectly and prarlirally the mechani m of 
a watch or cl0ek·. He takes great de light in the scicncc·•Qf' gunnrry, and the 

J marks.me,) of his ar(i llery arc renowned for their ski! !. , ~lany of his hill-pieres 
of arllllery are of his own tonstr11ct1on; and so contnved as to unscrew all<l fall 
in peiccs for facility of transport u):>-hill-. 

1 t is si,pposed, that disaffection towards H:eera Singh and an apprehension that 
his own hfe ruii;-111 be ,sacrificed in the intrigues or his natirn country arc the rea
sons of his ,,is_lt al Jhe preson l \im'e 'to tl,e British _provinces. It is sauj that he in
te1_1ds to proceed from Ben·arcs to Hydrabad to visit the shrine of some Punjabce 
saint.. 

E_sca.pe a11d llltwder of com•icts.- A t Monlmein1 as a company of convicts num· 
' benng upwards of one l11tndred, were proceed\ng to their destinntion With a slen
der escort, they rose on their guard, and after having overpowered them, /led in
to the jungle. They were pur~ued by_ a compan,)'. of Military and in the conflict 
that ensued seven teen .conv icts were Inlled and llurty wounded. 

0l'ERLAND INTELLIGENOE, 
The. ~tea'mer Hi11dustan arrived at,Galle on the 16th instant, \laving h•ft Suez , 

on the 20th ull. , and Aden -on the 6th instan~, amo11g the pn.ss('\1gers were the llev. 
111r. Gillings, Wesleyan M'.issionar.y for Jaffnai and Sir Henry llardingc, Ge/\"• 
ernor Genernl elec) of India. Sir Henry would meet there \l>ith his Excclleucv 
Si_r C".len Campbel\ who wfnt to Galle for the prtrRose of N1joying au inlervie,-· 
w1lhh1m. 

InteHigence is re,ceived from En·i:;land to the 7th June, of which ,,·e make a. 
brtef abstra<:l. The \lebates iu Pathamcnt have disclosed nothing respet ting tho 

, re_asons for li':'rd E ll en borough's recall; l:mlh the Gov_ermnent and the Court of 
Directors havrng agreed lo preserve si lence on the subj ec t. Lord Ashley's a-

' mendment of tile Factory BIii was rejected by-a majority of 188, many who had 
formerly voted .with him, having turned agai,is t it. The state Tri~ls have clos
ed and Mr. O'Connell and his fel[o,v-conspiralors have rccei,·od their sentence~ 
and. are now inmates of the Dublin Pcnitentiary. Mr. O'Connell was sontcnccn to 
imprisonment for 12 calendar .months, s1ncl the 1nymenl of a line of £ 2000, wi\h 
securites of £10,000 for his peaceable behaviou r for seven years, The others 
are sentenced to imprisonment for ni11e Calendar months, and "fine of .£50, ,vith 
securitrcs to the amount of £2000 to keep the peace for seven years. Ireland is 
said lo be now perfectly tranquil. 

The emperor.of Russia . .the king of Sa,xony, and the crown prince of benmark 
are a t present in En.,.land,. 

The visit of the ki~g of the French has been postponed till September. The 
arrangements for stram communicati'on ·with India aud China arc noL yet ccm
pieted, r~e details of sn co'hlpreh~nsive "!1 undcrtakins: r_cquiring great care in the 
prcparat10n \Jf the c\)ntmr-t. 'I he Penmsular and uri en tal ·cmnpaf\y have at , 
last purchased the Pncursor, which is destmeGl for the Jndian station. 

In America, the President hqd concluded a Treaty of anncxati<in with 'Texas 
bµt it is supp·osed the senate would rejer t It. No alteration has l1ccn made in 
the 'tariff.-Dreadful riots had occurred ;;it Phila<lclphill between the Irish aud 

' a party called (/Nat ive Americans.'' , 

A tashiron pulpit has lwen erected in the Jewish 8.ynagogtie, Seel street, 
Liverpool. 'fhis is said to be the firs t reguiar pulpit erected in a Jewish place of 
worship inEngiancl. · 

Nature and Art:~A, Lecture(, addressing a Hampshire audience, conter.dcd 
with tiresome prolixity that ;;irt could not improve ual\lre, until one or his hoarn"' 
losin~ all patien'ce, set the'room in a roar ofla11g·hter by exclaiming, "How would 
you_took without a wig?'' · . . 

<;ostlu Wit,dow._;Messrs Kendall, Milne, and Falkner, th e,emineut haber
dashers al Manchester, have just had a ,yindow completed for1y·two feet long, 
twelve fee t high , and containi'ni upwards of 650 feel or the best pl a le·glass. 1ts 
entiie cos t is said to exceed £000. . .. . 

y -j 6iJT if' ® e; f.i. 
tlJij !f UUtt Glffl Ill . 
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To the Editor ofthc-llforrnng ;<;tar. 

''DEAR St.it, ' I • 
As your periodical ·is professedly a publication intondcd fer the_ instruction of 

:Native youLhs, I am,fully persua<,le<l th,at your allent,ve rcudcrs -will throw sc1u~ 
liaht upon the following query. . , 

:=-In the course of my meditauon upon the works Qf nntnrc, I m t ~vi~I~ an ama z~ 
ing red circle,aroulld: the luminary o.rhs (,the sun a,id_ Lhe moon) winch 1s to be_ ob
serv.ed in-some.clear nigh Ls and clo\1d\ clays r_espect1!1g wluch J sh?uld be gl_all,.10 
be toltl. First , What is the cause of the halo? ,f snr.h is the_ name gweu 10 Lh~s rir
clc; and Secondly, What advan(ages do•wc derive fron_i •1t ?. I could,g~a1dy my 
curiosity by n<>0ther,means than b_y proposmg these questions m your' lat r lu1111 n-
arJ-" · Hoping for an eatly answer, I_ beg 'to subst ribc myself, 

'Jaffna· Chmulic/Joly, ,lune 26th, 1844. -Yours very trul.y ' 
0. S. (ahas ) C. S. 
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TO THE EVENING STAR. 
[By Bryant.] 

SPIRIT 1hat breathes! through my lattice, thou, 
That cool'st the twilight oi'th~ sult ry day, 

Gratefully flows thy freshness round my brow; 
'l'hou hast been out upon the deep al play, 

Riding all day the wild blue wa,·es t,ll now, 
Roughening their ornsts, and scattering high their spray, 

And swelling the white sail. I welcome thee 
'l'o the scorched land, thou wanderer of the sea! 
Nor I alone-a thousand bosoms round 

Inhale tbee in the fulness of delight; 
Anti la1tguid forms ri\;c up, and puTses. bound 

1,ivclis r, al coming of the wind of night; 
And languishi1ti, to hearthy grateful sound, . . 

Lies the vast mland stretched beyond the sight. 
Go forth into the gatheriug shade; go forth, 
God's blessing breathed upon the fainting earth! 

Go rock the little wood-bird in his nest, 
Curl the still waters, bri~hl with stars, and rouse 

The wide old wood from liis majestic rest, 
Summoning from the innumerable boughs · 

The strange, deep harmonies that haunt his breast; 
Pleasant shall be thy way where meekly bows 

'.l,he shutting flower, ,and darkling waters pass, 
And ' twixt the o'ershaclowing branches and the grass . 

The faint old man shall lean his silver head 
To feel thee; t)10u shalt kiss the child asleep, 

And dry the moistened curl s that overs):>read 
His temples while Iris breathing grows mc,re deep; 

And they who 1stand about the sick man '~ bed, 
Shall joy to li$len to thy distant sweep, 

And soi'tly pa,t his curtains to allow 
Thy visit, grateful to his burning brow. 
Go-but tlTe circle of eternal change, 

That is the life of nature, shall restore;, 
With sounds and scents from all thy mighty range, 

Thee to thy birth-place of the deep once more; 
Swent odors io the sea-ai11, sweet and strange, 

Shall tell the home-sick mariner of the shore; 
And, listening to thy murmur, he shall deem 
He hears the rustliug leaf and running stream. 

THE PLAN OF LIFE. 
LE'rom an address to young men, by Bishop J\'Icllvaine.] 

You arejusl about to Jaunoh out into life. The vain show of the world is be< 
fore you. The mighty current of its ungodly example\ its crowded cares, ,s rush
ing by, waiting fo r you to embark upon its ~osOI_n . . Embark upon that sea you 
must; stem it oy ste rn resistance or go down with it to the gulf of the second 
death, you must. We stand together on the shoro; we. have lollo,~:-d y~u to tl,e 
brink, to bid xou farewell. But we ask a word at pa rtrng. Whet,. _You, !1'~"}{ 
life? Have yon adopted none? Alas, will ye venture thus upon such a.' O) a,,e. 
no great object no fixod determination taken! no lahdmark_s chosen, wa,tmg_thc 
current that dr~wns men in destruction and perdition, to g1\"e you the d1recl1on! 
There are but two plans. The one to .seek first, and last, and ever the k1ng·d,om 
of God, trustiug in Him fo, all other Lhmgs; the other •the reverse, to seek first all 
other things, pnt off the kingdom of' G'?d !or the last, and mean,~h,le, tru!l ,.n Hun 
for nothin«. '!'he last is the way of mil li ons. I charge you lo Jear ,l-,lbJure it. 
It begins in practica l atheism; it must ei:d in disappointment, dtscontent, and un
happiness; it has no promise, but that of t_he wrath o.f God, and it cannot butter
minate in endless despair. The other ,~·ay is \hat of wisdom; all its paths a re peace. 
O, could I secure in each of your mmds the c\eep•seated determmauon lo make 
the will of God the controllmg, suhord11tatn)g, ~ngrossmg busmess of hfe, and his 
promises all the comforl of life, so that, wlule m the world, you would not be of 
the world, what a blessing should I confer on you! how n~uch ~hould I en?oble 
and enrich you, and prepare you fo_r ernry .trial1 and arm )OU a:ga,nst.cvery ene
my! Then should I freight you with precious promises of Goa, wh1\:h like the 
lile-boat of the mariner, would keep you above t!'e wave, \\•hatever, the storm_. Is 
i t your determina tion'! Have you chosen the Lord to serve h1m7 Shall the kmg
<lom of God be the great object of life '! . \V,ll you lean upon the arm of the A)· 
mighty f'or help a•·ainst temptations? Will yon c?nsecrate al l the gaq1s of your 
ed,tcation, all tluftalents it has made you respons!blc tor, to His glory? then •w~ 
fear not. The way is bright. Angels wait to guide you. Jesus walks upon the 
sea to q1eet you. God chargfs the wi!'d~ and ,~ave~ t.o attend ).· our,w~lfare., All 
things are added unto you; death, m bis tnne, will mm1stcr unto )OU, fhe ways 
of those who seek the kingdom of' God may be separated_ by the breadth of the
earth but they all meet at last in one, and that meetmg will soon come and nev
er en&. messed and i,lorious consummation! J3ut :,,e have many sn_ares to ,es
cape, and strong opposition to encounter. Let me $'"e you one partm1;_ lesson. 
If ye would live well for God .and your own peace, ltve by the day. Life 1s,m\'de 
up of days. Each may be the last; the present r~ay haven? morn but etermty. 
Sttfficient unto the day is the evil thereof; suffic1~nt, al.so, is the duty thereof. 
When to-morrow comes, will be early enough for its ~luucs and its trials. Gr~~e 
to keep is not promised for want anticipated .. Then ltve by the d~y, a!)d y~uw1ll 
live for eternity.· If each day yo,1 seek the kmgdom of God, first lll pomt o! time, 

first in P?int of interest, than all of life will thus be marked; yo4 will al\vays be 
' ready with the account of your stewarclsl"Jli ~eath will come only as each nigh t 

now comes, closing the book of Ufe only, as every night closes the hook of ~ccry 
day. 

A:IECDOTE QF WILLI.HI LADD, ES'(, KNOWN !!'I A:IIERICA 1 AS A DISTIN • 
GUISHED ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

"l had," said he, "a fine field of .graiu, growing upon an outfarm some distance 
from th e homestead. \Vhenever I rode by, I saw my neighbor PuJsifer's sheep 
in th.e lot,, destr.oying my hopes of a ha.vest. These sheep were of the gaunt, long
legged kind, active as spaniels; they could sp ring over tbe highest 1ence, and ;10 
partition wall could keep them out. I complained to neighlior Pulsifer about them , 

' sent l1im frequent m~ssages, but all witho,ut avail. Pe,haps they would be kept 
out for a day or two, but the legs of his sheep were long, and my grain rather more 
tempting than the adjoining pasture. !rode by again; the sheep -were fherestill. 
I becan\e angry, and told my men 10 se t the dogs on them, and if that would 
not do, l would pay tl,em if they would shoo t the. sheep. 

I rode awav much agitated for I was not so inuch of a Peace man then as I 
am now, and.I felt literally full of fight. All a.Umce a ligh t flashed in upon me. 
I asked myself, would it not be well for you t9 try, in your own conduct, the 
peace principlcs/ou are preaching to others? I thought it all over, aJJcl settled 
down in mv min as to the best course to tie pursued. 

'L'he ne-;,l day I rode over to see neighbor Pulsifer. I found him chopping' 
wood at his door. "Good morning, neigl1bor." No answer. "(lood morning," 
I repeated. He gave a kind of grunt, like a hog, without looking up. "l came," 
continued T, "to see JOU about the she.,p." 

At this he threw down his axe and exdaimed in a most angry manner, "Now 
are not you a pretly neighbor1 to tell your men to shoot my sheep! I heard of ii 
~ a rich man like you to kill a poor man's sheep!" 

"l was wrong, neighbor," said I; but it won't do to let your sheep eat up a!! 
that g rain; so I came over to say that I would take your sbeep lo my homestead 
pasture and pu~ them in with mine, and in the fall you may take them back, and 

1 ,f any one is m1ssmg, you may take your pick out of my whole flock." 
I "Pulsifer looked confounded;-He did not know how to take me. At last he· 

stammered out,-"Now squire, are you in earnest? Certainly I am; I answerl!d; 
it is better for me to feed rour sheep in my pasture on grass, than to feed them, 
here on grain; and I see the fence cannot keep them out." 

Arter a moment's silence-"the sh·eep shan' t trouble you any more," exclaimed 
Pulsifer. , "I will fetter them all. But I will lei you know tha t when any man 
talks of shooting, I can shoot loo; and when tliey a re kind and neighborly I can 
be kind too." 

The sheep never again trespassed upon my lot. And my friends, he wo,1ld 
cpntinue, add re~si11g the _a\1die.nce, remember that. when you1talk of injuring your 
neighbours, they tafk of m,1urmg ~-ou. When nations threaten to fight, other na
tions will be ready too. Love will beget love, a wish tr, be at peao.e will keep 
yo;i in peace: You can only overcome evil with good. Ther~is no other way. 

NO'.l'ICE. 
Wanted -a steady female to take the maternal charge 

0f six or seven native girls in a Mission establishment. 
A person free from family encuml.rances and.able to read, 
and write is required. 

Application may be made ,to Rev. Mr. Percival, Jaffn[l. 
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