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RECOMMENDATIONS.

1 consider Mr. Niles as better qualified, by
age, by talent, and by a personal knowledge of
facts from the beginning, to prepare such a
avork than any other man 1 know.

1. Evz SPAVLDING.
‘Oct. 28th, 1864.

‘Such a book would be of great value to pres-
ent and future generations, and I know of no
oxe so well qualified to prepare it as Mr. Niles
is. Iam glad to know that he has entered up-
-on the work and hope he will meet with encour-
agement and success.

W. W. Howzanp.
Batticotta, Nov. lst, 1864.

I am thankful, if the calling upon Mr. Niles
briefly to review the last fifty years of the his-
tory of Jaffna at one of our religious anniver-
saries, has led him to undertake the preparation
of a.more full account of the said period. The
materials for such a history are abundant and
of such a eharacter as to impart special inter-
est to the work. I consider Mr. Niles peculiar-
ly qualified to prepare such a book and hope
that he may meet with every encouragement
necessary to the success of the enterprize.

M. D. SAKDERs.
Batficotta, Nov. 2nd, 1864.
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I wish Mr. Niles every possible success in
his very praise-worthy effort to place within
the reach of the Tamil Church a narrative of
the three Protestant Missions, whieh have so
persistently carried on their operations in Jaffna
The experience and general qualifications of
Mr. Niles lead me to hope' that  his work
will be very well done. This is an enterprise
in which our Tamil Christians should evince a
hearty concern.

Joun KILNER.
Jaffna, November 24th, 1864.

I heartily wish Mr. Nilessuccess with so im-
portant and interesting a work as he proposes to
write, and I shall be glad to hear that the edu-
cated and well-to-do young men of Jaffna will
give the undertakirg thew support.

: C. C. Mc’ArRTHUR.
Jaffna, November 24th, 1864.
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Recommendation by W. Nevins, Esq.

A History of the rise, progress and results
of the three Protestant Christian Missions of
Jaffna, in the nineteenth century, isin fact a
prominent element of the history of the people
of Jaffna, Men better acquainted with the prin-
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ciples of Socialogy and Ethology, and better
qualified for accurate observation and sound
deduction, fail not to remark that the present
improved condition in society and character of
the people owesits origin mainly to the labours
of these Missions. The writer of the history
of these Missions has long been a faithful labor-
er in connection with one of the missions and
we believe is well qualified for so noble an at-
tempt as the one he has undertaken. May his
little contribution be .crowned with usefulness
and may he receive from his Master a higher
plaudit, ¢ Well done good and faithful ser-
vant. >> are the sincere wishes of his friend.

WinLiam NEVINS,
Batticotta, May 29 th, 1865.
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PREFACE.

The numerous aspirants after knowledge of
the present generation, who devote time to the:
reading of treatises on elementary science, liters
ature, history and other kindred subjects either”
in the vernacular or a foreign language are not
in possession of any treatise on the past history
of Jaffna. Ignorance of the past condition of
Jaffna as compared with the vast improvement
effected by the establishment of Protestant
Missions iz connection with the British ruleg
will eertainly be considered a deﬁciencyg
Though we possess some general informutio
on this subject, those of the succeeding genera<
tions will desire somie definite narration of facts
In answer to queries similar to the following;
When did the Portuguese take possession of Jaff-
pa or Ceylon, and how long did they rule? By
whom was it pessessed before them? Who succeed-
ed them, and what were the principal events of
these different periods? Who were the first Mis-
sionaries? When did the Weslevan, Church, and
American Missions commence Missionary oper-
ations in Jaffna, and what are the principal events
connected with them? Answers to such inquiries
are not known to many even now ; and the
means of aseertaining them are not within the
reach of such. An attempt is made to furnish
some permanent and reliable record of facts, in
the following puges.

The writer would gratefully acknowledge
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his indebtedness to several friends for the
encouragement which they have afforded by
subseription towards the cost of printing this
work. H. Pole KEsq. and other gentlemen a-
mong the Civilians, the Rev. L. Spaulding and
others of the Missionary gentlemen and ladies,
and many native friends, especially those who
were educated in the late Batticotta Seminary
and who are now in public offices in Courts,
Kutcheries, Custom Houses, Hospitals and other
places of trust, and those who are laboring for
the welfare of the country as teachers and dis-
seminators of the Gospel Truth, have encouraged
the author by their subscriptions.

The style of the following book may per-
haps be regarded by some to be too simple,
but it is to be borne in mind by such, that it is
intended to be adapted to the capacity of even
children and females as well as to those to
whom the language is not vernacular. Itis
not presureed that the work is free from errors,
but it is believed that the learned portion of the
readers will not, on that account, reject the
work but will oblige the author by communiea-
ting such errors, as they may find, to him.

That the work may prove a source of in-
struction to the readers by the blessing of God
is the earnest desire of the author.
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