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MY GRANDPA: A CHARISMATIC AND
EXUBERANT MAN!

My appappa, Dr Wigneswara, was a well known and respected
doctor, as well as an amazing grandfather. He was dearly loved by all
his children, grandchildren, friends and especially by his wife of 63+
years. He was a charismatic and exuberant man, filled with the joy
of life until his final moments. He always had a cheerful demeanor
whenever we went over to visit him.

Thefirst memories | had of appappa was when I was a small boy,
he and appamma were staying with us after they had migrated from
SriLankain 2009. We would play with my toy cars, and | recall that he
would have a beatific smile illuminating his features, whenever he was
inthe presence of his grandkids. As | recall back nostalgically, he was
always an imposing presence in our lives. He gradually became more
frail, however one thing that remained the same was his energetic
smile.

Appappa was always encouraging and showed immense
support, and never looked in a grumpy mood in our presence. |
admired his positive attitude towards everything, he would always
remain calm and collected. He loved cricket, and the image of him
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watching the test matches as | returned from school, remains etched
in my mind.

Appappa was born in Colombothurai, Jaffna on the 13th
November 1930 as the second child in the family of the late Sabaratnam
Paramanathan and late Sanmugam Appakuti Thangaratnam. Ever
since he was a child he had always been audacious, free-spirited
and innovative. He loved climbing trees as well as having a passion
for animals. In terms of academics, he loved to learn, and acquired
more knowledge by reading books in solitude. He achieved excellent
academics in StJohn’s College and graduated as a doctor at Colombo
medical college. He got married to Vimaladevi, my appamma, at 28
years of age on march 27 1963. He became the father to 6 kids, Aruna,
Kumararajan, Amuthan, Ainkaran, Ahila and Aravinthan.

He worked diligently to maintain his life as a doctor and father,
during the day to care for those who sought him at his clinic for help,
and toiled at night to support his kids with their studies as well as go
out and spend quality time together. Appa told me countless stories
of their experiences. They would go hunting for wild boars and travel
to various places, enjoying every minute of it. He was very fond of
farming and animals, he grew various exotic plants and had a plentiful
amount of animals ranging from dogs, chickens, pigs and much more.
He loved his family as much as he loved his job and would rarely take
a day off unless it was a festival or special occasion.

He was a very active man and could never stand still, he
always had to do something productive, if this was working or in the
backyard looking after the animals and his plants. Appappa had a very
strong sense of discipline and would always do the best he could at
whatever he did, such as his job and helping his kids. He worked at his
medical clinic from 1967-1992, however in 1992 during the civil war
going on in Sri Lanka, his clinic was bombed. He managed to escape
unharmed but his clinic was annihilated. Even though his clinic was
gone, he loved his job so much that he started a small clinic at the
back of his house to help those in need.
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He devoted his life to saving others' lives even through hard
times, he found a way to keep his passion alive, serving the Jaffna
community for 40+years. As the war magnified and his kids had
migrated to various parts of the world, Appappa decided to visit
Australia in 2002 where a few of his kids were staying. He instantly
fell in love with the country and the values in Australia. He then
permanently migrated here with appamma in 2009 and lived with
us for a few years, until he went to live with Aravinthan chittappa. He
has 9 grandkids, and I'm certain that he is proud of what his family
has become and is delighted with our accomplishments.

Appappa was one of the most humble and optimistic people
I've met. He had such lordable traits such as his positive demeanor,
self-motivation, beautiful smile, sense of humour, molding his identity.
His intelligence was immeasurable and his humility was what made
him special. | still remember the days we would go to the park together
asthough it was yesterday, he would always find a way to get involved
with us and create a more entertaining occasion. The memories we
made will be lodged in my heart for an eternity. One of the last and
most memorable moments that | most vividly remember is the last
time | visited him before he passed away, he smiled at me, with the
beaming smile he always had . | will seize and cherish that memory
forever aswell as the previous ones we have made. | love you appappa,
| will never forget you, and | know that you will always be watching
over us with a proud smile, and a bond of affinity you share with your
family will continue for an eternity.

I'd like to end my speech with an anonymous short poem that
truly sums up my feelings of my grandpa,

Grandpa has ears that truly listen
Arms that always hold
Love that's never ending

And a heart made full of gold.

- Kaviaaren Kumararajan
Sydney
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APPAPPA:
THE PROMINENT ROLE MODEL IN MY LIFE.

My humble acknowledgement to all of you who have come
to honour my grandpa Dr Paramanathan wigneswara.

My name is Shalini Kumararajan and | am the 6th grandchild
of my grandfather. Ever since | was young, appapa had always been
a prominent role model in my life.

It first started when appapa had come to Australia from
columbo in 2009. When he had arrived, he first came to live with
us, as this is where most of our memories started. | remembered
when | was younger how I'd always nagged him to come to the park
with me as | knew every time he'd always agree.

| also remember when appa had told me about how appapa
would always take appa and his siblings to get ice cream at night,while
they would go eat that ice cream at the beach at night as he'd share
some stories to his kids.

He used to always tell me so many stories from his childhood
like how he was a courageous and curious soul as he didn't mind
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taking any risks. Appapa had always been a dedicated man ever
since he was young. He was dedicated to his family as he had served
his community for a lengthy amount of time.

I always remembered how | used to always visit appappa’s
house every week or two, as he was always interested to talk about
what we did that week. Even if he was tired or drowsy, he would
still get up to talk to us because he knew we would tell him what
we did anyways.

When appapa was younger he was a very successful and
bright student as he went to St,John’s college in Jaffna. Other than
the fact he was a star student, Appappa had to teach himself as he
studied books alone to gain knowledge.

Appapa had always been a forgiving and wise man. He always
knew what was best for everyone as he had never held grudges.
Appappa was kind and considerate as he would stand up for anyone
or what he believed. he was also a confident and playful man as he
would always try to brighten the mood and make people around
him happy.

If you knew Appappa you would know he was a confident
man with a bright smile.He was always so confident in everything
he said and did. He also had a bright and memorable smile that
would never wear out.

Not only was Appappa a kind man but he was also very
proud. He was proud of his family and everything they've achieved.
He was proud of everyone. He was proud of his kids, grandkids,
relatives and many more. It never mattered to appappa who you
were to him as he'd always be proud.

Appappa | will never forget you as | will always miss you.l
love you and | hope you rest in great peace.

- Shalini Kumararajan
Sydney.
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DR.P. WIGNESWARA : ALWAYS BEEN A ROLE
MODEL FOR OUR COMMUNITY!

My name s Yaalini, and | am one of Appappas grandchildren.
From ayoung age to quite recently I've shared so many wonderful
memories with appappa that I will always cherish.

Appappa was a kind caring person who cared for all his
family. He was a renowned doctor in Sri Lanka and was always
generous to others.

My journey with appapa began in late 2009 when appappa
migrated to Australia. In 2010 appapa was present for my 1st birthday
and | can proudly say that ever since he hasn't missed out on one
of my birthdays! On my birthday, | would always look forward to
coming to appapas house and celebrating it with him. From tight
hugs to cutting the cake it was always the best part of the day.

In 2014 appappa also lived with me and my family. | remember
eagerly coming back home from kindergarten and running into
my appappas arms and giving him a great big hug. | would sit
with appappa and we would eat lunch together while he shared
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his memories. | vividly remember him coming to my house every
Wednesday for a barbecue, when he lived in Girraween.

After appappa moved out from our house we would still
regularly visit him.

Alongside this, on new year we would sometimes take him
to Muragan temple and | would make sure to receive his blessings
for the year. In earlier years he would come to my house and we
would spend Thai pongal together. These memories are so valuable
to me.

More recently | remember visiting appappa and holding his
hand while sitting next to his bed. These last moments | spent with
him are precious moments.

Appappa has always been a role model for me and the rest
of my family. Being a great father to his children and raising them
well to being a loving grandfather to his many grandchildren. He
would consistently check up on me and my cousins to make sure
we were all doing well.

Appappa has always been animportant person in my life. The
memories that | shared with appappWa are ones that | will cherish
for the rest of my life. I'm forever fortunate for all the time I've spent
with him and everything he’s taught me. | love you appappa and |
will miss you..

- Yaalini Ainkaran
Sydney.
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A KIND HEARTED AND CARING PERSON -
MY APPAPPA'!

My name is Yatushan and | am Appappa'’s youngest grandchild.
Since | was born, Appappa has always been there for me. He was
there at the hospital when | was born and always being there for
my birthdays. Appappa and | have had a great time together.

Every week, | made sure to visit him. | took appam and other
favourite food to him and had dinner with him.

We went to several places together like the park, temple and
| enjoyed being with him. Whenever it's his birthday he let's me to
cut his cake and blow out the candles. One memory | will always
remember is my first birthday when he came to my house and fed
me cake.

Appappa was such a kind-hearted and caring person. My
grandpa was a very humble person. He was a great father and an
amazing grandpa for all of us. | am so lucky to have such a loving
Appappa. | love him with my whole heart and | will miss him forever.

- Yatushan Ainkaran
Sydney.
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APPAPPA: YOU WILL BE MISSED
DEARLY BY US'!

Appappa, you will be missed dearly by me. Ever since | first
met you as a child | have had many fond memories of you.

One of the first things that | remember about you was how
strict you were on your diet to keep a healthy lifestyle and how you
also made sure that Appamma was careful with hers too. Sometimes
she ate few too many pickles or sweets and you would give her a
telling off.

When it came to having dinner with us you shared stories
of how food was grown and ate back in your day. You also warned
me on things | shouldn't do whilst eating such as mixing meat with
yogurt even though | loved having yogurt with everything. You
taught me how to properly eat crab.

Other memories that come to mind would be your constant
hourly nagging for the Tamil news channel, even if that meant we
would need to switch away from the drama series that Appama
was watching. She was not happy whenever you made me switch
channels. Whilst at our home you always wanted to watch me
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practice playing the violin and made sure to fix my posture whilst
practicing.

You have given me so many advice throughout my life. One
key advice you gave me was to focus on my studies through college
and university. You and Appamma helped me through every step
of the way. | was proud to wear the suit, you bought me for my
convocation to celebrate my graduation.

When | met you Australia you shared many stories of your
past which would cheer me up. From how you met Appamma to
what mischievous things my Appa would get up to as a kid. Many
of those stories you shared then I still think of today.

You meant so much to me. | know you had a very strong
relationship with Appa which in turn made me have a very close
relationship with you. Whenevery we talked on the phone you made
sure | was doing the right thing.

With that being either continuing with my studies, eating
healthy or simply if | was happy. You will always be missed and
never forgotten. | love you Appappa.
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- Anjan & Abishek Amuthan
London.
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HIS SUNSHINE LIVES IN HIS COMMUNITY !

Even though we all are suffering a great loss, it brings me
peace thinking about all of the joy grandpa created during his 92
years.

He always had a mischievous smile, and that was contagious.
Each of his six children, and all of their children, have moments
where grandpa made them feel special and loved.

Grandpa always had more joy to spread and love to share.
Even though we will miss him dearly, his sunshine lives in all of
those in his community he helped, the patients who he cared for,
and the people he raised.

- Tulasi Gopalan
(Grand Daughter from USA)

H
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PINK CARS DO EXIST,;

No matter how times

they fight it

Everyone must meet it
Someday

And was he a warrior

From run-ins with bombs

To overcoming cancer

He has seen it with his own eyes
Time and time again

But everyone must meet it
Someday

And so here he lays

At peace

Going how he wanted to go

A father, grandfather hero

But most of all a friend

A role model through and through
The only granddad | ever knew

- Archana & Vishvan Vathanan
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LATE DR. P. WIGNESWARA HONEST AND
DEDICATED MEDICAL PRACTITIONER'!

Born in a very good family in the North, After finishing his
Medical career to reach out to the community at large he took up to
private practice and had his clinic at Chunnakam, a Village famous
for Agriculture .He built up his practice slowly and steadily and in few
yearstime, he established himself as a Private Medical practitioner of
repute. All this was possible he had the common touch and stressed
mostly on the care and well being of the patient more than the financial
aspect of it.

He was exemplary in his personal attitude. He was honest and
dedicated to his work and also very concerned and kind towards his
patients and goes out of the way to help them, even if his patients
have no money to pay him he attends to them and send them happy,
which enriched him as a Medical Practitioner of repute. People from
all walks of life visit him for treatment. He treat them all alike, whether
rich or poor. His only care is the patients well being. He was very
straight forward and was never abusive ,humiliating and sarcastic. He
overflowed with fun and humour and was indeed more than a friend

to all not only by word but by deed as well. L,
- VT Sivalingam

Judge, Jaffna magistrate Court
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MY UNCLE: DR. WIGNESWARA -
KIND, WARM, GENTLE AND ALWAYS WITHOUT BIAS

I wish to give a brief Eulogy re my uncle Dr Wigneswara, who was
popularly known as Vicci. For me he is my beloved Vicci mama. Actually,
he is not my mama. My father's mother and his mother are sisters. He
is my father's first cousin. Hence, he is my chithappa, but me and my
siblings and all our cousins of my generation affectionately called him
as Vicci mama. He is my father's favourite cousin and he adored him.

Vicci mama was kind, warm, gentle and always without bias. He
loved his children and wanted the best for them. He was easy going in
his expectations and proud of their achievements.

He loved his grandchildren wholeheartedly, and took absolute
pleasure in watching them grow, always reminding them to have fun
and enjoy life to the fullest. He adored them beyond measure. It is a
tragedy they will grow up without his presence. But it is a blessing that
he shared with all of them. Now to say something about Vicci mama.
Heis an ardent Yoga Swami devotee. He lived about 2 or 3 houses away
from Yoga Swami's Ashram in Columbuthurai, Jaffna, along Swamiar
Road, Jaffna.

He had his entire education at St John's College Jaffna, which
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was only one mile away from his house, and he walked to school. He
use to tell me that my mother use to teach him Arithmetic and English
during his school days, when we were living in Columbuthurai, and he
is very grateful to my mother.

He was a very bright student at St John's and entered Colombo
University to do medicine. | became very close to him as he stayed in our
house for nearly five years in Wellawatte, Colombo to attend Medical
College. | will never forget the time we all had dinner with him almost
every day. There was a round table where my father, my twin brother,
sister and vicci mama would sit and have dinner together, my mother
serving to us.

Not only he was very bright in studies, he is also a good handy
man. Believe me, he built his own study table in our house. He bought
some planks and with the help of my father, built a nice study table, with
abook shelf and four drawers. He used that table until he passed out of
University and left our house. Any electrical problems any shortcomings
in the house, he will fix it in no time.

He had a Vespa Scooter to travel to University. If anything goes wrong
with the scooter, he will fix it without taking it to a mechanic. He is so
good at everything.

After passing out, he worked at Batticaloa govt hospital for
nearly two years. Then he suddenly decided to go on his own. He quit
the govt job, and went to Jaffna and took over his uncle

Dr Tharmalingam'’s practice at Chunnakamin 1960 . He instantly
became a very successful doctor. His private practice thrived to such
an extent he became a very popular doctor in Chunnakam.

Patients went to seek his services, not only in Chunnakam area,
but also from the surrounding villages. He followed in the foot-steps of
his famous maternal uncles Dr Vettivelu and Dr Tharmalingam. All of
you may have heard of Dr Vettivelu, who was one of the first doctor in
Jaffna and also a very famous and very popular doctor during his days.
Likewise, Dr Tharmalingam also had a very successful practice in Jaffna
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town. He is also the first cousin of Dr Shanmuganathan, who was also
a very famous doctor.

Vicci mama always dresses very well and looked very smartand
he was a very handsome young man during his days. We were so close
and he once told me that two girls were after him whilst in the University,
one of them a Sinhalese girl. But he was notinterested in any of them. He
loved his parents and his family so much and he settled down with his
parent’s wish to marry Vimala mamy. He had a very successful marriage
with Vimala mamy and have six loving children who are all well settled
in life. His eldest daughter Aruna is domiciled in United States. His third
son Amuthan and last daughter Ahila are settled in UK. His eldest son
Rajan, Aingaran and last son Aravindan are settled in Australia.

In May 1992, his Clinic was bombed by govt security forces, when
he very narrowly escaped death. Thereafter he moved his practice to his
house at Brown Road, Jaffna. In the year 2001, he decided to move to
Colombo, having retired. He finally migrated to Australia in 2009. Here
in Australia, he was very well looked after by his sons Rajan, Aingaran
and finally by his youngest son Aravindan, who looked after until his
last breath. His loving wife Vimala mamy was always there wherever
he went till the end. She looked after him very well.

All of us should sincerely thank Aravindan for looking after his
father so well for many years. Actually, he should have beenin a Nursing
Home a few years ago. But Vimala mamy and Aravindan refused to
admit him to a nursing home and looked after him so well and there
was no necessity in admitting him in a nursing home.

Last Sunday, | visited him and when | asked him whether he
knows me, just smiled and told he does noy know me. On Tuesday
morning when | came to know that he passed away, | spoke to his son
Aingaran and he was crying and he told me that his father has gone to
be with Yoga Swami. May his great Soul Rest In Peace.

- Krishnadasan Kumarasamy
Sydney.
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