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HISTORY AND CHRONOLOGY.
MopERN HisToRY.
Firra ERA,—CHARLES V.

This era finds the Greek or Byzantine empire extinct,
and the Turks in possession of Constantinople, and of
Greece, to the shores of the Adriatic, with the most gon-
siderable islands. Further to the eastward, a great em-
pire had been established by the Mogunl Tartars; which
had, particularly under two chiefy, Zengis Khan, and
Timour Beg, or Tamerlane, embraced a larger extentof
territory, than any of the great empires of antiquity; but
whith, at this era, was broken up into a number of in-
dependent sovereignties. \hina was under the dominion
of a Tartar dynasty.

Literature had begun to advance, with a steady and
rapid pace over Europe. The art of printing had been
discovered about the year 1440, and was now beginning
to assume that influence over human affairs, which has
been so wonderfully developed in the present day. Sta-
tuary, printing, and architecture, had reached their high-
est excellence in Italy, under Leonardo da Vinci, Michae]

Angelo, Raphael, Titian, Corregio, and others.

But the most remarkable, as well as the most import-
ant feature in this era, was the recent discovery of Am-
erica, by Columbus; by which a new world that had
been hid from the inhabitauts of that portion of the globe,
which we have hitherto been contemplating, was unfold-
ed to them.

SixreeNTH CENTURY.—In the beginning of this
century the eyes of all Europe were tusned towards the
newly discovered continent of America and its islands,
till their attention was called off by a new object of a diff-
erent description, namely, the dissemination of the doc-
trines of the Reformation, followed by the struggle for
civil liberty that immediately ensued.

Towards the commencement of this century, Charles, king
of Spain, was elected emperor of Germany, and being an
able and ambitious prince, he made use of his great pow-
er to attain the supgeme influence in Europe. He was
steadily resisted by Francis I. of France, After an active
enterprising reign, in the latter part of which he met with
many disappointments, he at length resigned his erown,
and retired into private life.

This aentury is celebrated in English history, chiefly by
the reign of Elizabeth, the attempt of Philip of Spain
to subdue England, and the total destruction of his fleet,
which he had beastingly called the Invincible Armada.

SpvEnTEENTH CENTURY.—This century is mark-
ed by the struggle between the popular party in England
and the kings of the Stuart family. Charles I. had imbib-
ed higher ideas of royal prerogative than the people were
disposed to submit to; and'after various attempts on his
part to establish an independent undefined right of taxa-
tion, which was steadily resisted, the contest broke out
into a civil war, and the result was, that Charles was de-
feated and beheaded, and a kind of republic established,
with a proteetor, who, in fact, possessed all the authori-
ty of royalty. On the death of Cromwell, the protector,
the people of England were disposed to return to their

former menarchical Government, and Charles II. the son
of the former Gharles, was restored to his hereditary do-
minions. On his death, James, his brother, succeeded
bim; but manifesting a disposition to exercise the abso-
Jute authority which had been claimed by the firstCharles,
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he was forced to abdicate the throne; and William, Prince
of Orange, who had married the eldest daughter of James,
and was also his nephew, was called to it. This revolu-
tion led the way to those struggles for liberty which have
since taken place in America and Europe, and which haye
not yet subsided.

On the Continent of Europe, this century is celebrated
for the wars waged by Gustavus Adolphus, the Swedish
monarch, against the emperor of Germany. Gustnvus
bafiled the ablest generals of the em pires, gained several
battles, till, at the battle of Lutzen, A. D., 1622, he
was slain, although his troops gained the victory. This
century is also celehrated for the reign of Louis XIV. of
France, which may be regarded as the Augustan age of
French literature.

In the east of Europe, the Turks were pressing upon
the Christian states. Their armies had advanced to the
neighbourhood of Vienna, where they were defeated by
John Sobieski, king of Poland.

While the southern parts of Europe were thus occupi-
ed, a power was rising in the north, which was destined
to produce important changes in its social state.  Russia,
which had scarcely been'felt or even heard of, in Europe-
an polities, till towards the beginning of the eighteenth
century, now began to emerge from its obscurity, This
empire may be said to owe its existence, under Divine
Providence, tothe extraordinary enterprise of Peter, move
justly called the Great than many of those who have ob-
tained that title, and who ascended the throne of Russia,
A. D. 1682. The measures which he adopted for raising
his country to eminence, were not conquest; but the in-
troduction into his dominions of civilisation, and of the
arts and sciences.

In Asia, the Tartars again overran China, and com-
menced a new Tartar dynasty on the throne of that vast
empire.

THE LETTER WRITER.

LETTER XXVI.
The Young Lady’s Answer.

HonourRED MADAN,

1 received your letter, and when I considered
your reasons for writing, T thankfully acknowledge you
my friend, 1Tt istrue I have been at those public places
you mention, along with Mr, Lovelace, but was utterly
ignorant of his real character. He did make me propos-
als of marriage, but I told him I would do nothing with-
out my father’s consent. He came to visit me this morn-
ing, when I told him that a regard for my repatation ob-
liged me never to see him any more, nor even to corres-
pond with him by letter, and you may depend on my ad-
bering to that resolution. In the mean time I return you
a thousand thanks for your friendly advice. I am sens-
ible every young woman ought to be careful of herrepa-
tation, and constantly avoid such dangerous company, [
shall Jeave London in about six weeks, and will call to
see you after I have been at my father’s.

1 am, honoured Madam,
Your affectionate niece,

LETTER XXVII,

From a Young Gentleman in the English Factory
at Lisbon, to his Sister in London.
DEeAR SisTER,

I am extremely obliged to you for the kind pre-
sent by the last packet, and very glad to hear of your
marriage with Mr Bale. T am very well settled in the
factory, and the gentlemen treat me with the greatest in-
dulgence. We have often been told by our worthy fath-
er that popery is little better than paganism, and I find
it to be true ever since I settled in this city, whare ignor-
ance, superstition, and even idolatry, seem to reign in the
most sovereign manner; and that dreadful tribunal, the
inquisition, exercises such an unlimited authority over
hoth the bodies and consciences of every person, that none
dare utter their sentiments with freedom. We see little
else in the streets, beside the processions of priests and
monks: nor any other public representations, except the
barbarous diversions of bull-fights; and the horrid prac-
tice of burning those unhappy people called heretics;
whose greatest fault is often no more than speaking a
word disrespectfully of the priests, or being absent one
day from mass. Happy are you, dear sister, to live in a
land of liberty: I long to see you again, but the neces-
sity [ am under of acquiring a perfect knowledge of my
business, obliges me to dispense with many things, in their
nature disagreeable.

I shall be glad to hear often from you, and that you
may go on in a course of uninterrupted prosperity and
happiness, is the constant prayer of

Your affecticnate Brother,
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CHILD’S BOOK ON THE SOUL.

Disvnocur x1.
[Continued from page 163.]

R. Mother, Tray cannot laugh or cry.

M. No, my son; his feelings arevery diff-
erent from yours. You are pleased with look-
ing at new pictures, reading new books, and
seeing new things, and having new thoughts,
and getting knowledge, and thinking what you
will do, when you grow up to be a man. Tray
is not pleased with any of these things,

1 hope, you feel the most happy, when you
obey me, and think that you are a good boy,
and are kind to Eliza, and to others, and try
to do them good, and to make them happy.
And, I hope, you intend, when you grow old-
er, to do a great deal of good to others, and
to make a great many people happy. Now,
Tray does not have any thoughts or feelings
like these. ,

R. Isec, mother, more and more, how diff-
erent I am from Tray.

M. Yes, my son; and if Ihad time I counld
tell you many other things in which you are
veryunlike your little dog. - But L have said e-
nough, I believe toshew you that the something
wside of Tray which thinks, is very different, in-
deed, from your soul.

R. Mother, has Tray any soul at all?

M. Ifhe has a soul, Robert, it is not like
a human soul. It is such a soul as beasts, and
birds, and fishes have.. I hardly think we
ought to call it a soul.

R. What ought we to call it, mother?

M. 1Ido not know, my son, exactly what
to call'it. It is the somelhing in beasts which
thinks, but there is no name for it.

R. DMother, uncle John told me, once, sev-
eral stories about an elephant, and he said he
thought elephants knew more than any other
kind of beasts.

M. They seem to know a great deal, Rob-
ert,

R. Suppose, mother, you should take an
elephant when he is very young, and have
somebody to teach him all the time, could he
ever learn so much as a man?

M. No, my son, if ever so much pains
should be taken with him, till he was fifty
years old, he would not know as much as your
little sister does now. A little child, if he is
well taught, will grow wiser and wiser, every
day that he lives, and when he becomes a
man, he will know more than all the elephants,
and all the beasts in the world.

R. Mother, how much can a man learn?

M. I cannot tell you, Robert,—your soul
can keep on Jearning and gaining knowledge

as long as you like. You think I know agreat |

deal, but there are some persons that know
ten thousand, thousand times as much as I do.
R. Mother, I wish I knew asmuchas you

' do. I begin to think, how glad Iought to be,
 that I am so different from the beasts, and that

I have a soul which can do so many wonder-
ful things. If I were like Tray, I should feel
very sorry. But, I have a soul, and I hope
I shall be a wise and a good man.

I hope o, too, said Mrs. Stanhope;—and
then they left the garden, and went into the
house:
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WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.
[BY ROBERT HALL.]

Of all the iiﬂs which God is wont to dispense to the child-
ren of men, the most valuable is wisdom. Without this, tlie
advantages we derive from every other are precarious and
transitory, and are often more than overbalanced by the evils
which result from their abuses. Wisdom i3 of incomparable
value, as it instructs us how to use every other good; how'to
wrn it to the best account, and make it most subservient to the
true end of our being. The Scriptures extol the excellence of
wisdom in the highest terms:—*“Happy is the mau that findeth
wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding: for'the mer-
chandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the
oain thereof than pure gold. She is more precious than rubies:
and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared un-
her.”

tOWisdom is to be distinguished from: knowledge; to which it
bears an affinity, but ought not to be confounded with it. There
may bea large compass of knowledge acquired, the fruit of
extensive observation and reading, accompanied with a quick
perception and a capacious memory, where there is very little
wisdom. A wretched misconduct may appear at the same time;
a series of imprudences, thoughtless prodigality, orintemper-
ance, sufficient to invalidate the least pretension to wisdom.
There are far moreknowing than wise men. Talents of the high-
estorder, and such asare calculated to command universal ad-
miration, may exist apart from wisdom. ~ Though wisdom
necessarily presupposes knowledge, and it is impossible to ex-
ercise it in things of which we are ignorant, yet it ought to-be
someihing more practical, or rather more comprehensive: it
ever bears a relation to the end; and, in proportion as it is
perfect, to the highest and last end the agent can be supposed
to have in view. It first judges of the end fittest to be pursu-
ed, and next determines what are the most fitting and suitable
means of accomplishment.

Every other quality besides is subordinate and' inferior to
wisdom, in the same sense as the mason who lays the bricks
and stones in a building is inferior to the architect who drew
the plan and superintends the work. T'he former executes only
what the latter contrives and directs. New, it is the preroga-
tive of wisdom to preside over every inferior principle, to reg-
ulate the exercise of every power, and limit the indulgence of
every appelite, as shall best conduce to one great end. It be-
ing the province of wisdom to preside, it sits as umpire on ev-
ery difficulty, and so gives the final direction and control to all
the powers of our nature. Hence: it is'entitled to be consider-
ed as the top and.sommit of perfection. Lt helongs to wisdom
1o determine when 1o act and when to cease; when to reveal
and when to conceal a matter; when to speak, and when to
keep silence; when to give, and when to receive; in short, to
regulate the measure of all things, as well as to determine the
end, and provide the means'of obtaining the end, pursued in
cvery deliberate course of action.

Every particular faculty or skill, besides; needs to derive di-
rection from this; they are all quite incapable of directing
themselves. The art of navigation, for instance, will teach us
to steer a ship across the ocean, but it will never teach us on
what occasion it is proper to take a voyage. The art of war
will instruct us how to marshal an army, or tofight a battle to
the greatest advantage; but you must learn from a higher sehool
when it is fitting, just, and proper to wage war, or lo make
peace. The art of the husbandman is to sow and bring to ma:
turity the precions fruits ‘of the earth; it belongs to another
skill to regulate their consumption by a regard to our health,
fortune, and other circumstances.

In short there is no faculty we can exert, no species of skill
we can apply, but requires a superintending hand; but looks
up, as it were, to some higher principle, as a maid to her mis-
l;‘ess, for direction: and this universal superinterdent is wis-
dom,

“Knowledge and wisdom, far from being one,
Have ofttimes no connexion. Knowledge dwells
In heads repleto with thoughts of other men;
Wisdom in minds attentive totheir own.
Knowledge is a rude unprofitable mass;

The mere materials with which Wisdom builds;
Till smoothed, and squared, and fitied to its place,
Does but encamber whom it seems t” enrich.
Knowledge is proud that he has leamn’d'so much,
Wisdom is humble that he knows no more.”

THE HOLY TUNIC OF TREVES.

[ the course of a few months no fewer than one million and
@ hulf of pilgrims proceeded to Treves, at the bidding of Bish-
op Arnoldi, to worship the Tunic. Fhe multitudes on their
Knees were heard exclaiming, ‘“Holy Coat, to thee I come!
Holy Coat to thee I pra Holy Coat pray for me!” The
faet appears incredible that at this advanced age of the world,
amidst the illumination of the nineteenth century, there shouid
lidve been fourd“in the heart of Europe, in the kingdom of
Prussia, which above all’ others boasts of the perfection and
suceess of its popular system of education; so vasta multitude
capable of being' drawn together by the most superstitious mo-
tives., Il_must be acknowledged that eyen in India, we can
shiew nothing equal to this exhibition of the holy relic of Treves,
The most numerously attended Indian pilgrimage falls far short
of tlie procession to the Coal; indeed we much question wheth-
er it would be possible for any Gossain (Sanyasi)in this coun-
ry, however brilliant his promises of spiritual indulgences, or
beuefits, to collect the amazing number of fifteen lacks of de~
votees at any, even the most popular, shrine. Many of the
ublic jourualists have seized on this melancholy instance of
superstition to show that the Roman Catholic créed-and prac-
tice remain unaltered at the end of three hundred years. But
2 °“§ required the degrading exhibition at Treves to be con-
h]unrs'el' of this fact. We regar«?it as anevidence ofa still more
i ‘l“ljﬁ:ng I‘act,—-ﬁ_lhat the peap.le seem to be the same al the
s ree centuries; that notwithstanding the progress which
3 pposed to have been made in public instruction in the cen-
Uny which has sent forthiits swarms to the Tunic, and the gens

eral increase of knowledge, the people should be asready and
willing victims of superstition as they- were in the days of Lu-
ther.. We did not wonder that Tetzel should be revived in Ar-
noldi, but that the well-schooled inhabitants of Prussia, who
can read and write, and have been taught the great truths of
Christianity, should be as ready to run alter any delusion, how-
ever contemptible, as were the people of the Dutchy three
centuries ago, when Prince and people were equally immers-
ed in barbarism and'ignorance.

But this fresh experiment on the credulity ofthe age, has pro-
duced a result litile expected. It lias roused the.indignation
of'a large body of Roman Catholies in Germany to throw off
the yoke of Rome, and reproduced the excitement of Luther's
reformation, Thus in the divine economy of Providence good
is brought out of evil, and events calculated to fll° the mind
with gloom, become the fertile source of bright anticipations.

Friend of Indie,

RELIGIOUS REFORMATION IN EUROPE AMONGST THL Ro-
MAN CATHOLICS.

There is now commencing a new Reformation—the Re-
formation of the nineteenth century. We have seen in the
last year, and indeed within the last month, events such as
have not'taken place for centuries. Many of you know that
large congregations are everywhere collecting on the contin-
ent. In one large town there are congregations of 12,000
people, who have seceded from the Pope; it is true that their
confession of fafth is not very perfect, but we'may hope, and
especially we may pray, that their views may be enlargeé ,and,
that they may stanc]i) as a true church of Christ. 1tisvery short:
—41 believe in God the Father Almighty, the Creator of the
world; in his son Jesus Christ, our Saviour; in the holy gos=
pel, in the Christian church, and in eternal life.”  There are
people among them who have come to a more comprehensive
faith. The Roman Catholics do all they can against them.
They began with excommunication—the weapon of old time—
of ‘the middle ages; but finding that they can make no pro-
gress with it, they are abandoning it, and are doing all they
can (o get the power of .the government enlisted agaiust, the
new system _ But there is a strong re-action in its favour a-
mong the people generally. T have received a paper, from
which I find that, a few days ago; alarge assembly took place
of the Roman Catholic priests to see what could be done to
put a stop to ‘this great movement, and they made different
propositions. Among these, I find that one is the abolition of
the celibacy of the priest-hood. An old minister M. Hahu,
paster of the town of Markdorf, 76 years of age, said, with a
greatand solemn voice: ““My . brethren, I am ahove 76 years
of'age, so that you may believe I have no intention to marry;
but I must tell you that the examination and experience of my
life has brouglit me to the conviction, that celibacy must be a-
brogated, and with an old bishop of the Council of Nice, I
must propose that our church may no more impose upon the
priests what our Lord Jesus Christ hath not imposed;” so he
save his vote for.the abolilioni— this is among the old
Z)ar.holics, so you may believe what will come from it, [
France, we havea society which God hath greatly blessed.
The work began with the conversion of a person who received
a Bible from a colporteur; another person coiverted, was a

| minister; by and by they formed BEyangelical churches, where

ministers were placed, and now a new era has broken.in. It
is no more one person here, and anotlier there, but whole po-
pulations are rising against the Pope. I 'believe that there are
a hundred parishes asking for ministers,.—JM. Daubigne.

Observance of the Sabbath ai Bombay.—The Bombay mag-

| istrates have resolved that the Lord’s-day shall no longer be

violated in the public works under their control. ‘The numb-
ers voting were,—for the desecration of the Sabbath 205 that it
be kept holy, 12. The majority of the opponents were Native

entlemen.” Oue European voled against keeping holy the
day set apart of God. for the rest of his creatures and the ad-
vancement of'his glory. The magistrates resolved at the same
time 'to give ilie'labourer his full monthly salary though he work
but twenty six days out of the thirty. This is well and just. It
will shew the Natives that we place some value upon the insti-
tutions of our religion, and will in a great measure remove the
sad!impressions which the advocacy of sabbath violation hy a
European and,professedly Christian gentleman inust have pro-
duced on the'native mind.—Bombay-Paper.

Chalera in Juffna.—The cholera continues, without abate-
ment in the number of cases, among' tle fishers of Caraoor;
and is prevailing to some extent in the Pettah.

Deoths by Lightning.—We understand that a fisherman was
killed by lightning near Araly, onthe night of Tuesday, the 11th
inst.

A 'man was killed by lightning near the Panditeripo Mis-
sion Station on the morning of Thursday, the 13th inst., in the
open field, as he was returning from the bazaar. The lightning
strack a well sweep 10 or 12 rods from him at the same time.

Two lads in the western part of Chavagacherry were struck
withlightning, and one was instantly killed; the recovery of the
other is. thought to be doubtful,

Biteof « Snake—Mr. Meigs’ horse keeper wasbitten slight-
ly in the finger by a beaver snake, while cutting grass in his
oarden on the 13th iust. the finger being immediately corded
and the wound sucked; noill effects followed!—T'he bite of the
beaver snake being almost.invariably attended with fatal effeets
in a very short time, our readers would do well to notice the
means hy which they seem to have been averted in the above
case. -

PEA 3,000 YEARS OLD.

Mz Grimestone, of the Highgate Herbary, bas succeeded
in rearing peas from an Egyptan pea found in a vase in a
mummy (omb, probably-3,000 yearsold! He says ofit: this
pea. stems right and left, the mother siems being very strong,
so that T should imagiue them capable. of standing without the
use of sticks. T'his pea is in hieight about three feet, being four-
teen inches from left (o right; its tendrils are wiry; and of
sufficient strength to keep: each otherin a standing position
when planted m high rows. Iis principle in bearing is curi-
ous, having its pod only on one side, so that it appears some-
thing like a grape-vine in miniature.

Ami Agriculturtst,

OVERLAND INTELLIGENGCE.

Overland Packets were received in Jaffna on the 22d inst.
The news from Europe possesses no great interest.
. Mr. O’Connell would appear to be the most important man
in Great Britain, just now, i we were to judge of a man’s impor-
tance by thie coaspicuousuess of his position. He lias commene-
ed a series of Monster Repeal meetings, which are attended by
vast multitudes of people. At a late meeting in Dublin he detail-
edjhis plan of future operations, which consisted in_the appoint-
ment of repeal wardens in every parishin Ireland, the regis-
tration of every repealer, and the election of 70 repeal mem-
bers of Parliament. Rvery parish in Ireland should petition
for repeal.  He should have 3,000,000 signatures in {avour of
the measure. He said had a dranght of a bill for a Repeal of
the union almost prepared.

‘Lhe steam ship Gireat Britain had sailed from Liverpool (o
New York on her sécond voyage across the Atlantic, with a-
bout 120 passengers; a heavymail and a large cargo of goods.
. F'rancr.—No events of public importance have occurred
in Frauce, since the departure of the previous mail. On the
F‘cndmg quarrel between the Uniled States and Mexico, the
x rench ministerial paper has. the following significant remarks :

For the political halance of the world the conquest of Mexico
by. the U. States may create eventual dangers, which though
distant, it will not be superfluous to guard against,  Europe
therefore watches with care a great empire (Russia) which oe-
cupies in the east and in the north, an immense surface, coy-

| ered with a population. of 62,000,000, an amount double that of

France and that of Austria, and quadruple that of Prassi
and cannot help being filled with lh‘}a coute!)mplmion ofI:m:?l::x’-
colossus, Which may oceupy the whole space of the isthmus of
Panama, fyom the mouths of the St. Lawrence to the Colum-
bian river in the Oregon, thus acquiring the disposal of the most
productive cultivable lands and the richest mines of the earth,
and extremely redoubtable at sea. Between the aristoeracy
of Russia on the east, and the democracy of America, thus
aggrandized, on the west, Europe may find herself more com-
pressed than she may one day think consistent with her indes
pendence and dignity.”

SPAIN.—Proposals have heen made to unite the, young
Queen of Spain in marriage with Prince Ferdinand of Saxe
Coburg, and the Infanta, her sister, with the Duke de Montpen-
sicr, son of Louis Phillippe, and as no objection had been
offered it was supposed the malter was settled. The Queen
is filteen years old, and her sister #hirteen and some months.

GERMANY.—At Posen, on the 21st Nov. the members of the
new German Catholic church celebiated divine worship pub-
licly for the first time according to their tenets.—The king' of
Prassia had commanded the houses of the two reformers L=
ther and Melanethon, to be purchased by the state andconverts
ed into school houses. ~ His Majesty had also ordered the
doors of Luther’s dwelling which had received much injury
from the French when they invaded Germany, to he renéwed
—a tribute, we suppose, to the popular feeling in favor of the:
reformers.

Irary.—Some efforts had been made to raise an insurree~
tion in Italy, but without success. The plans of the eouspir-
ators were revealed to the Government which was thus ena-
bled to take effectual means to defeat their object,

Turxey.—The Turkish Government has at length granted
a finnan for building a Protestant Church at Jerusalem.

Sourn AmMERIvA.—The negotiations of the British and
French ministers in the affairs of the River Plate have eu-
tirely failed; and the British and Freneh fleets had seized the
Buenos Ajyrean squadron hefore Monte Video,

UnrTeED STATES.—War between the United States and
Mexico seemed less probable, as the latter Government were
not able to effect the negotiation of the loans yated by con-
gres; and the probability appeared to be that Mexico would
do nothing, and would quietly submit to any proposal the
United States Governmeut should make in regard to beunda-
ries.—The Anti-rent outrages in New York had considerably
subsided—the state authoritics having proceeded with vigour
againsl (he offenders, 150 of whom had been lodged in prison.—
It is said the emigrants from the more eastern states lo the
Oregon territory had organised themselves into a separate
government totally indepéndent of Congress. :
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2 - FwWSrians—MORNING STAR,

POET’S CORNER,
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

[BYV G. HERBERT.]

O Boox ! infinite sweetness ! let my heart
Suck ev’ry letter; and a honey gaiu,
Precious for any grief in any part,
To clear the breast, to mollify all pain.
Thouw art all health; health thriving till it make
A full eternity. Thou art a mass 3
Of strange delights, where we may wishand take.

Ladies, look here : this is the thankful glass,

That mends the Jooker’s eyes : this is the well
‘That washes what it shews. Who can endear
Thy praiisle too much? Thou art Heav’n’s lieger

ere,

Working against the states of Death and Hell.

ou art joy’s handsel. Heav’n lies flat in thee,
Subject to every mounter’s bended knee.

Oh, that I knew how all thy lights combine
And the configurations of their glory !
Seeing not ouly how each verse doth shine,
But all the constellations of the story.
This verse marks that, and both do make a motion
Unto a third, that ten leaves off doth lie.
Then, as dispersed herbs doth watch a potion,
These three make up some Christian’s destiny.

Such are thy secrets; which my life makes good,
nd comments on thee. For in every thing
Thy words do find me out, and parallels bring,
And in another make me understood.

Stars are poor books, and oftentimes do miss :
This book of stars lights to eternal bliss.

e

A TEST OF CHRISTIANITY.

A Cluistian gentleman had oceasion to travel through
a new and thinly settled part of the western country:
his companion was a man of intelligence, but of infidel
principles, who was fond of discussion, and tried to
beguile the way by urging arguments against the truth
of the Christian religion. The thinly peopled section
of the’country through which they were. passing, was -
inhabited by people of bad reputation, and it had been
ramored that travellers had suffered fa‘al violence from
them when they were within their power.

As regular inus were unknown, our travellers were
compelled to trust to the hospitality of those of whom
they could not but entertain a secret fear. On one oc-
casion as the evening closed in, they sought a lodging:
in a log cabin (ar remote from other habitations. They
antieipated but little comfort; and were induced to be-
lieve that it would be a measure of safety to watch al-
ternately through the night.

As they were about (o retire to their rude bed, their
host, whose exterior had excited their distrust, proceed-
ed to a shelf, took down an old and much worn Bible,
and informing his visitors that it was his custom to
worship God m bis family, he read and prayed in so
simple and sincere a manner as to secure the esteem
and;::onﬁdence of the travellers.—They retired (o rest,
slept soundly, and thought no more of alternate
watching,

In the morning, the Christian requested his infidel
companion to say whether the religious exercises of the
preceding eveniug had not dispelled every particle of
distrust of their host’s character, and’had not enabled
him to close his eyes in the most confident security.
He was evidently embarrassed by the question; but at
lasthe candidly acknowledged that the sight of the Bj-
ble had secured him a sound night’s rest. Here was a
tes@mony extorted from an infidel, in favor of ‘the infiy.-
ence of that religion which he had sceptically assailed,
He could not harbor a fear of violence from one who
was in the habit of daily bending his knee before God.
The very creation of the family allar, rendered the
house a secure asylum, Who would not be a Chyistian?
—Who can be an infidel?

SCRIPTURAIL ILILUSTRATIONS,

God answering Elijah by fire from heaven in the
presence of the prophets of Baal.
[See 1. Kings xviii.]

The prophets of Baal to the number of four hundred and fifty, and the pro-
phets of the groves to the number of four hundred, were assembled by the king
ofiIsrael’s command, together with Elijah, the prophet of God, on mount Car-
mel—to try in the presence of the people of Israel, whether Baal; the god of
the heathen, or Jehovah, the God of Elijah and of Israel, would answer by fire
the sacrifices and supplications made unto them; for Elijah had said to the peo-
ple: The God that answereth by fire let him be God.

The prophets of Baal first chose a bullock and cut it in pieces and laid it on
wood. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning until noon and e-
ven till the approach of evening, saying : #O Baal, hear us.”” “But there was
no voice, nor any that answereg or regarded them, though they eried aloud
and cut themselves with knives and lancets till the blood gushed out upon them.
At the approach of evening Elijah built an altar of twelve stones and dug a
trench aboutit, and put wood in order upon the altar. Then he cut a bullock
in pieces and laid it on the wood, and took water and poured over the sacri-
fice and over the wood. till it ran down and filled the trench. Then Elijah
prayed to God, and when he had prayed, the fire of the Lord fell, and con-
sumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and- the dust, and
licked up the water that was in the trench. And all the people, when they saw
it fell on their faces and said: “The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he'is the
God.”
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TAMIL BIBLES.

The Jaffna Auxiliary Bihle Society
having received a supply of Tamil Bi.
bles in one Vol. 8 vo. Subscribers ang
the Public are informed that eopies of
the same may be had either by grants
or by purchase on application being
made through the Depositary of the S.
ciety at the American Mission Press.
Price, when sold, 3 shillings a copy,

Manepy, Nov. 25, 1845.

TAMIL GALENDARS
FOR 1846.
The Jaffna Religious Tract Society
have in the press a Tamil Calendsy

for 1846, which is designed for gra-

tuitous distribution. It will be ready
for delivery about the middle of next
month.  Applications may be made
to the Depositary of the Seciety, at
the American Mission Press.

Manepy, November 25, 1845
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