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[ Proceedings of the Conference of Tamil and
Mouslim Parliamentarian’s Convened by the Hon.
Minister of Education in order to discuss the
question of Government Tamil Schools and

Government Muslim Schools.
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" To: All Tamil & Muslim M. P.’s & Senators.

4 |

My No. D. 59/1263/57
Ministry of Education
Colombo 2, March 3, 1958.

In view of representations that have been made to me about

_ Tamil-majority and Muslim-majority schools, 1 consider it necesssary to
place before you certain facts dealing with this question and seek your
advice on them. I, therefore, desire that all Members of Parliament and
_Senators who are Tamils or Muslims come together to discuss the
question of Muslim and Tamil Education at a conference
The coaference will meet in the Education Department’s Board
Room, Malay Street, Colombo-2, and I shall preside over it. There will
be no objection to the Press being present. Others interested in the
subject, who are not Members of Parliament and Senators will, however
¥ not be admitted. I hope that it will be possible to reach at useful

&
i‘decisions at this conference.

2. Will you please, therefore, attend such a conference on
Thursday, 27th March, 1958, at 10-00 a.m. at the Education Depart-

ment’s Board Room?
: Yours faithfully,

Sgd. W. Dhananayake

Minister of Education
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Lest any erroncous impression be created by the scanty reports
which had appeared in the Press about the conference of Tamil and
Musiim Parliamentarians convened at 10 a. m on the 27th March, 1958
by the Hon. W. Dahanayake, Minister of Education, we deem it our
duty to give a bricf resume of the importnnt points which were discussed
at that Conference.

The Hon. W. Dahanayake explained at the outsct that the Confe-
rence was convened in view of representations made to him by Tamil
Parliamentarions about Tamil - Majority and Muslim Majority schools.
He wished to have suggestions s to how best a practical working plan
could be devised so to satisfy both the communities. He added that in
so far as he personally was concerned, he was not going to favour

one community or the other and that he had an open mind on the
question.

Senator Nadesan said “the Governmental policy had always been
to run schools on the basis of the medium of instruction and not on
the basis of religion. For exampie, we have the Sinhalese Medium

schools and the Tamil Medium schools, What right had the Minister of -

Education now to divide the Tamil Medium schools into Muslim
schools and Tamil schools on a religious basis? Is that correct?”

Hon. Minister Dahanayake: “I did nothing of that sort. [T only
carried out the sel-up which existed at the time I assumed the portfolio

of Education and | had only corrected the anomalies and injustices

which existed under that sct-up’’.

Gate Mudalivar M. S. Kariapper, M. P.: May I meet the pomt
raised by Senator Nadesan?

Mr. P. Kandiah, M. P.: “Let us hear the Gate Mudaliyar.*

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper: T will not deny my Tamil fricnds the
pleasure of hearing me. But I will deny that Government had in the past
pursued a water tight policy of running schools based on the language
medium consideration only regardless of communal or cultural factors.
Right from the Colonial era, schools hadiexisted on a basis of community
and culture. There are two categories of schools, namely, the Training
Schools which are the factories the production of teachers, and the other
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type of schools where our children receive their academic education. I reg-
ard to the Training Schools carried on, say in the Tamil Medium, there
are, from the colonial time wup till now, Christian Training
Schoolé, sub - divided .« again into Catholic Training Schools and
Protestant Training Schools, and there are Hindu Tamil Training
Schools, Buddhist Sinhalese Training Schools and so forth.?!And the expen-
diture -in running all these Training Schools is met from the general

revenue. Where, T ask, is the Governmental policy referred to by Senator

Nadesan? Do you not find a communal, a religious, and a cultural

hackeround in these schools recognised and fully subsidized by the
Government? Now in regard to other schools. primary and secondary,
the same division on a religious basis and even on a sub-divided reli-
gious basis and on au cltural basis exists, when one thinks of the sev-
eral hundreds of schools financed by the Government, but managed by

_religious bodies for the special benefit of the children of their faiths.

The Catholics make no secret of this fact They are threatening to
take up cudgels if any occasion arises which compels Catholic children
to attend Government or non-Catholic schools. We do not disapprove

_of their, attitude. It will be a different matter if all schoels of all types

are state-managed. But until such time we insist that Government.
Muslim schools must run on, as a picce of clementary justice to the
Muslim. Tt was in the year 1950 that the first major blow at the Educa”
tional progress of my community was struck, and that by no less a
person than Major Nugawela who happened to be the then Minister of
Education. [ am producing before you a coy of the “Times of Ceylon”
of 5th April, 1950, ,which contains a front - page splash account. I willnot
‘tax your patience by reading the news in full, but here are its head-lines.

“Government to stop aid to backword community”
<‘Muslims on par with others®
“Education concessions to end”

*Sequal to Tamil objections’

Am I now to take it thas this is the second attempt of the
Tamils to block our educational progress because the present Minister
is trying to rectify the wrongs done te us in the past? Is history going
to repeat itself”

At this stage the Tamil Pariiamentarians insisted that the full
article should be read. The Hon. W. Dahanayake took over the copy
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of the “Times” from Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper and read the entire
contents. '

Senator Azeez: “Mr. Nugawela took all that action surreptitiously?
Yes surreptitiously. I use that word advisedly. He did all this behind
our back. It must be admitted that there had been in the pastand there
must continue in the future as well, a communal-cultural grouping of
schools.”

Sir Razik Fareed: “It is 1. Sir, who during the State Council
days fonud that Moor children taught in Government Tamil schools
were learning that God had six hands, which was a blasphemy inrzlation

to Islamic culture. Therefore 1 had to agitate for Government Muslim .

schools,”

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, M. P.: “We Tamils are all unanimously
agreed that having regard to Islamic culture and other factors, Muslim
children must have Muslim schools. As a logical corollary, we Tamil
want our children in Muslim Majority schools to be taken away and
taught in separate schools, :

And Muslim children in Tamil-Majority schools will have to be

accomodated likewise. Do you agree to that principle? (turning to*

Sir Razik Fareed).

Sir Razik Fareed, M. P: “Who ever repudicated that principle? .

you are not enunciating a naw principle? Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper
has proved at this Conference that it is an old principle coming down

from the Colonial ages and that, in the past, only such religious bodies *

as were able to pull strings with the powers -that - be had succeeded in
reaping the benefits of it. What [ do say now is that this age-old
principle should be first put into operation in the Provinces before it
reaches the cosmopolitan city of Colombo. We had suffered for ﬁfty&
years and our Tamil {friends never thought of seperate ‘schools during
all that period so long as those schools remained under Tamil Head
Masters. And it has also to be borne in mind that most of the schools
in Moor villages had been put up on Mosque lands or on our private
lands

Mr. G. G, Pennambalam, M. P: ‘‘Let us not talk of the past.
We are concerned with the future.”
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Sir Razik 'Farced, M. P *Yes of the future, because the
question of jobs to Tamilian teachers had also new come to the surface
after the appointment of over a hundred Muslimsto Headmasterships.
I repeat, I agree to the operation of this prmc1ple but this opcratlon
shall not-end with teachers only. It must aiso ‘embrace the Inspectorale

We have only one Muslim Inspector and. the Muslim Inspectorate must

" be strengthened adequately te supervise all Government Muslim Schools.

¢

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper, M. P.. 1 have already written to the

- Hon. Minister pointingout that there are 285 Government Tamil-majority

schools with 35 Tamil Inspectors and 325 Goverment Muslim majority

. schools with two muslim Inspectors, one of whom is “frozen” in the
- Head Office to do Quasi - clerical routine work and the other is one

the verge of retirement.. And the Hon. Minister had sent me a reply in

_ December last that the matter was receiving his attention.”

t

.‘Vlr M. M Mustapha M P

] agree to 'the ‘principle of separation, but it'must not end with

- teachers and inspectors only. It must find its logical corollaries in all
_other government departments particularly in  the domain of D. R. Os
. and such like adminstrative officers.”

Senator Nadesan:

“The prmmple of Muslim schools for Muslim children and Tamil

'~ schools for’ Tamll ch:ldren is accepted by Musllms and Tamils alike.

Now the question of lmplementanon arises. It is for thé Governmient to
find the funds to implement it. The Minister had expressed his desire
to have suggestions for its implementa‘tion'." One must admit that there
are greater religious and cultural affinities between the Tamils and the
Sinhalese than between the Tamils and the Muslims, and I suggest
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thercfore that a section in the Tamil stream should be - attached' to the
Sinhalese schools.”

Mr. G. G. Ponn:ambalam, M.P.:

. “Nothing of that kind. Mr. Nadesan is speaking for himself
only. Now that the principle had been agreed to by the Muslims and
the Tamils, for which purpose this Conference had beem convened
there is no further use in prolonging this Conference. I am leaviag.”
{Mr. Ponnambalam leaves the Conference)

Mr, P. Kandiah, M. P.:

“Now that Mr. Ponnambalam had gone, we can carry on our
deliberations in a cooler and calmer atmosphere. Hon. Ministerof
Education: “I am garteful to every one of you for responding to my
invitation to this conference. You have all expressed your views very
frankly. The problem now is how to translate your views into action-
For this purpse, may I request Senator Azeez and Nadesan, one from
each community to formulate a plan and submit it to me for my
consideration, Thercafter T propose to call up a Conference of all of
you, Gentlemen, to advise me on the Plan so that I may consider what
further action I should take. :

Mr. S, J. V. Chelvanayakam, M. P.:

“It is my duty to propose a vote of thanks to you, the Hon.
Minister of Education for kindly convening this Conference and brin_ging'

all of us together for a full and frank exchange of views.”

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper, M.. e

In  seconding this vote of thanks so ably proposed by
Mr. Chelvanayakam, I must own that I was surprised that the Federal
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Party and their Leader Mr. Chelvanayakam who is the propounder of
“one Tamil - Speaking nation” theory should have got together a
Conference of both Tamils and Muslims and agreed to a partition of their
chlldren in the matter of their schooling. This partition as the Hon. Mem-
" ber for Pottuvil pointed out may be just a beginning of similar partitions
in other spheres of life, und certainly partitions justified by senator
3 Nadesan’s assessment of relative affinities between the Tamils, the
'Sinhalese and the Muslims. Personally, I welcome this changed and
certainly realistic attitude on the part of the Federal Party Leader and
recognition by the Federalist and other Tamil M. P.’s that we, Ceylon
Moors, constitute a distinct race and not a sub -division of the Tami!
race as certain Tamil politicians are wont to shout out now and again

for political ends. For the present, 1 am happy that the Tamil
Parliamentarians of all parties - Federal, Tamil Congress, Communist and

Independents - have all affirmed their conviction that the Muslims must
be provided with Government Muslim schools. I will like that fact to
go on record, so that the tragedy of 1350 may not be repeated with
future changes of Government. 1 will, on behalf of my community,
request the two Honourable Senators who had been entrusted with the
task of formulating a Plan to be good enough not to forget 1o include
the question of so~- called Assisted Schools, Afier all, broadly speaking,
what is the difference between a Government School and an Assisted
School? In a Government School, the Government pays the piper and
Ocalls the tune. In an Assisted School, the Government still pays the
piper but allows a Religious Body to call the tune, In such a highly
privileged context, is it too much to call upon such an Assisted School to
provide appropriate cultural background to its students belonging to
faiths other than that of the managing Religious Body? I thank the
Hon. Minister of Education and everybody present here at thig
Conference, and I thank the Hon. Minister in particular, for convening

this Conference and thereby providing the Tamil and Muslim leaders
with a platform for a very frank full and useful exchange of

Views.
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+ It was at 12.30 p.m. that the Conference closed.

All the Tamil and Muslim Parliamentarians attended this
Confercncé except Mr. C. Suntheralingam, M. P. for Vavunia, the .
Hon. H S. Ismall " Speaker of the House "of Representalwes and
Hon. C. A S. Marikkar, Minister of Posts and Br{)adcasllng

' (Sgd.) Razik Fareed, M. P.
(Sgd.) M. S. Kal’iappel:. M. P,
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Minister grants
Muslim’s nequest

\ Cate Mudaliyar M. S. Kariapper, M. P. for Kalmunai, calied on
Mr. W. Dahanayake, Minister of Education and placed before him a few
of the urgent nceds of the Muslims in the sphere of education.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper told the Minister that on a former - %

occasion he had told him that the credit pass regulation binding 5,5.0:
qualified youths was really intended as an additional means of
climinating the large numbers of youths seeking admission into the
training colleges or employment as Swabasha assistants. That was a |
good and wise regulation where the supply exceeded the demand.

UNWANTED -'

But in respect of the educationally backward Muslim community
which was not able to find the required quota for their training colleges
or the teachers for their schools, that regulation was unwanted and ¢
actually imposes a handicap. The Minister was good enough to waive
the regulation. y

He found a splinter of that regulation was still being follewed by
the Department of Education in the matter of the appointment of
English Assistants to Government Muslim schools. ]

The Minister of Education ordered that English assistants appointed
to Muslim schools need not possess a credit pass in English.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper told the Minister that his other
requests were with reference to Govt, Muslim training colleges. It was
the poorer sections of his community that had taken to education. A
large number of Muslim temporary Tamil assistants had passed the
training college entrance examination. They were too poor to stand the
sxpenscs of their training ceriod. At the same time, not having
completed onc years service they were not entitled to half - pay study
teaye. Teackers who were short of one month's service and under

£

b ¥
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should be allowed to complete their own year period in their schools

and then go into the training college. Such a concession would not

prejudice their training because the tuition of the 20 working days they

thereby lost could be more thin made good during the ‘two years of
« their training.

ALLOWED

It was decided by the Minister that the request be allowed.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper said that as in the past the Muslim
training colleges had not enjoyed a sufficient quota of scholarships
-should be given.

The Minister explained that the award of scholarships rested on
-the student strength and that the Muslim colleges with their present
increased strength would receive an emhanced quota out of the 400
bursaries sanctionad for the next financial year.

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper thanked the Minister on behalf of the
Muslim community, for his efforts to bring the Muslims up to the
standard of education of their sister communities and stressed the need
for the very early appointment of an Instructress for Home Science and
an instructress for dancing at thc Alutgama Government Muslim
Women's Training Coliege.

- (Morning Times 28-4-58)
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