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(Perniola. V. The Catholic Church in Sri Lanka. The Dutch Period, Vol. II

1712-1746, Tisara Press, Dehiwala 1983, doc. 91, pp. 321-356)
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Synopsis

FR. JosEPH VAZ AND THE LAITY

Ata crucial period in the history of the Catholic Church in Sri Lanka, when
the Dutch East Indian Company took every possible measure to wipe out
Catholicism from the country completely, Fr. Vaz entered as a beggar and
reorganized and revitalized the Church amidst many dangers and persecutions.
In his efforts Fr. Vaz received the assistance and the cooperation of the lay
Catholics wherever he went in the country. Due to his sanctity, exemplary
holy life and the interest he had in the welfare of the people, he was gradually
able to reorganize and rebuild the Church in Sri Lanka.

THE VISION OF ST. JOSEPH

L.
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His work in Kannada was a success owing to his patience, humility
and the zeal for the spiritual welfare of the people.

Being a translator to the Franciscan mission, he translated the way
of the cross and other meditations into Konkani and later into Tamil
and Sinhala.

He revived the religious community into Religious Congregation
Oratorian of St. Phillip Neri with the foresight of maintaining continuity
in the Missionary work.

He took John, a faithful family dependant and two other confreres.
John remained faithful to the Missionary work.

He was well equipped with the knowledge of Tamil Language when
he learned in the North of Sri Lanka.

Being a victim of cholera in Jaftha, he gained the experience to work
among the sick, especially in Kandy when small pox struck the City.
His experience in prison in Kandy times out to be a blessing. He
could not return to Goa, obeying the Letter from his superior.

He taught Latin to John in order to help him, to recite the office
prayer.

In order to shepherd the Cathohcs in Sri Lanka, he declined to accept -
the offer of Bishopric.
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10. He identified the talents of Fr.Jacome Gonsalvez who specialized in
Tamil and Sinhalese Languages and produced Christian devotional
literature. Fr. Jacome Gonsalve who is known as the Father of
Christian literature in Sri Lanka perfected some works of Fr.Joseph
Vaz.

ST. JOSEPH V AZ WAS VICTORIOUS IN INTEGRATING THE SOCIAL,
CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL ELEMENTS IN THE PROCESS OF
EVANGELIZATION IN SR1 LANKA

St. Joseph Vaz made use of his talents and gifts to preach Christ to others by
his life and teaching. This short article analyses some ofhis basic extraordinary
talents and gifts which helped him to evangelize the people according to the
above mentioned statement. After 30 years of absence of priests in Sri Lanka
St. Joseph Vaz, born in Goa, India, an Oratorian priest had a great desire to
evangelize.

Though he was born in the Portuguese background in Goa, clinked to the
Eastern religious values .He cherished and fostered the Eastern culture and
language .In Sri Lanka he adopted the native way of life including food and
clothing. He was at ease with the religious, ascetic life of the people. As he
was in the 3rd order of St. Francis he loved the nature and we see him
unharmed nature and wild beasts. The Goanist priests who followed him were
well trained in native medicine. In Goa they had indigenous hospitals also.
Naturally St. Joseph Vaz also had herbal medicinal knowledge and was able
to approach many people and introduce Christ to them. Oratorian priests
were giving herbal medical assistance even to the king of Kandy. St. Joseph
Vaz was a man of deep trust in God with which was able to carry out his
whole ministry amidst of all trails and difficulties. He was aware of the need
of the sacrament of reconciliation before the holy mass and was successful in
implementing it.St. Joseph Vaz was a man who loved all beyond all barriers
whether the people were sick or poor, educated or uneducated Hindu or
Christian, Muslim or Buddhist he loved them all and rendered his immense
services to them all. Because of all these noble_qualities he was able to win
‘the hearts of the rulers as well as the people.
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THe CATECHETICAL METHODS OF ST. JOSEPH VAZ

St. Joseph Vaz is an apostle who by his very life and action walked
in the path of the Twelve. He employed various Catechetical Methods ina
situation where Dutch dominion was getting more and more tough. He was
keenly interested in contextualizing his missionary activities. He was the first
Asian missionary who led the opportunity of organizing a mission according
to his own ideas. He worked nine years alone in this Island. He made his
missionary journeys, on foot and he stayed in the ordinary people’s humble
dwellings and listened to their worries and came to know their weaknesses
and struggles. His unique Method of Catechism was in the form of adaptation
and inculturation. From the testimony given by his fellow missionaries, the
rested very little and most of the time, was engaged in praying, teaching
local languages to the fellow missionaries or instructing others in Christian
doctrines and Methods. The greatest desire of Fr.Vaz was to serve God in
the poor, suffering and the neglected. He went from village to village
encouraging the faithful, instructing, exhausting, administering the Sacraments
and teaching all to be proud of their faith. In every village, he appointed
Muppus and Annavis to instruct children and others and also to gather them
on Sunday and Feast days in chapels to pray and fulfill their Sunday
Obligations. St. Joseph Vaz was indeed a man with ardent faith and zealous
missionary indeed.

MINISTERIAL ATTITUDES OF SAINT JOSEPH VAZ

We all know that Saint Joseph Vaz played an important role in the growth of
the Christian faith in Sri Lanka. His life and mission portrays an extraordinary
model for all of the ministers of this age. Having a clear picture about His
ministerial attitudes towards His mission will surely help us all in our different
ministries today. At first we should understand that He is a man of Prayer,
committed totally to the will of the Heavenly Father. His zeal for souls and
his humility and respect towards others is a clear example of his Saintly life.
He is a man who loves peace and who cares for the poor. On the whole, his
life becomes a good lession for all of us.
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SAINT MOTHER TERESA ;

Saint Mother Teresa was born on August 26.1910 to a Catholic Albanian
family in present day Macedonia, Her parents named her Gonxha Agnes
Bojaxhice. At the age of eighteen she decided to become a missionary sister
in India. After finishing her novitiate, she entered in to India and begana
successful ministry of teaching. In 1937, after her final profession of vows
she was called to follow Loreto tradition. At that time Calcutta was in pathetic
and difficult position, there were poor, sick, dying was yet to come. God
called her to be as divine shepherd went after His lost sheep. She knew what
she was being called to do. In October 1950, her new Missionaries of Charity
Congregation was formally established. In 1979; she was named the recipient
of the Noble Peace Prize' which she accepted for the glory of God and in the
name of the poor. Eventually on 5th of September 1997, Mother Teresa
was touched by God and in turn, she will continue to touch many others from
heaven as one of the Saints.
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Irai Iyal Kolangal

St.Francis Xavier’s Seminary
Columbuthurai, Jaffna,

Sri Lanka.

Tel : 021 222 2482, 021 222 7145

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)

