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Priesily formation in the history
of the Church

Rev. Fr. 8.V.B. Mangalarajah

Priestly formation has always been a widely discussed topic. The
success or failure of priestly ministry of a priest is attributed largely to the
formation he underwent. i

Jesus Christ gave formation to the first priests, the Apostles by the
direct way and since then the formation of priests has been going on for the
past 20 centuries. After the period of the Apostles and their disc iples and
especially after the 4" C. We find certain gaps setting in. It became no
longer possible to give a comprehensive formation and not all priests had all
the opportunities and hence they were on many occasions not well versed in
Theology. They were not aiways known for their zeal for souls and not
seldom living sound moral lives.

We come across always priests who were living exemplary lives
and priests who were scholars in Sacred Scripture and Theology. There
were also many popes who wanted a sound formation to be imparted to the
priests and secular leaders like Charlmagne who wanted the clergy in his
realm to be zealous and educated.
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It was only after the Council of Trent in the 16 C. that the modern
day seminary formation was instituted. The contributions of the church in
France with the help of some able men like St. Vincent de Paul, Olier and
St. John Eudes was remarkable in paring the way for modern seminary
formation. Pope Leo XIII and his successors gave incentive for the
seminaries in the mission lands like ours. Thanks to then great men who
emphasized the importance of the indigenous clergy, inculturation,
indigenization etc., we are able to have our own seminary forming the
seminarians to be priests in and for our culture and contexi.

The Eucharist in the light of the
Tamil Struggle

Rev. Fr. Stany Antony OMI

Itis an attempt to re-read the mystery of the Euchanist in the light of
the Tamil struggle. The Eucharist which Jesus celebrated is not a past
event, but a living event, renacted daily whenever mass is celebrated. It is
not merely recalling the Golgotha event, but sacramentally actualizing the
same sacrifice. The loss of lives, martyrdom, and sacrifice have become
part and parcel of the Tamil struggle and we need to understand the real
meaning of the Eucharistic sacrifice in all its dimensions, so that Tamil struggle
can be purified and it can help the Tamil society to live in hope amidst the
hopeless and became a resurrected society.

Towards Home

Rev. Fr. MLV.E. Ravichandran

This article analyses the importance given to the peaceful living in a
personaily owned house in the religio-cultural experience of the Tamil people.
It goes on identifying the extent to which this peaceful living is disturbed and
denied to the Tamil people in today’s socio-political situation in Sri Lanka.
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Then this contextual experience is discussed in the background of Judaic
Christian religious experience. Finally some practical and pastoral suggestions
are highlighted to enhance this experience and to elevate it to a sacramental
experience of the Divine Home. :

Eela-tamil theological perspective
and the Jafina
St. Francis Xavier's Seminary

Rev. Bro. E.T. Judethas

Tamil culture is one of the ancient cultures mn the world. We. the
Tamils are expected to spread our religious faith by incorporating our culture.
Tamil Catholics should not situate our religious life outside our culture. Both
should go hand in hand. Then only it would bear good fruit in our soil.

With the idea of giving a contexiual formation St. Francis Xavier’s
seminary was started by the late Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai. On
the process of foundation of this seminary our late bishop had to face many
challenges from the ecclesiastical authorities. But his canonical knowledge
and the capacity of foreseeing things persuaded him to proceed. Thus now
we have got a seminary in our soil.

Eelatamil theology can be analyzed with the help of the following
four aspects: politics, economics, religion, society. We are oppressed in
these aspects. We need to be liberated from these oppressions. This can
only be done by those who live Christ in their life. Pelitical life is for service
to others. It should not be for any authority or power. The sclution given by
Jesus Christ for the economic problem is sharing. The creation is the free
gift of God to humanity. Religion should show the right path to the people.
All the religions should work together for peace. Unwanted customs,
practices that help to perpetuate oppression should be annihilated. It is the
duty of all Christians.
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The ministers who are going to serve the people who are oppressed
In so many ways should incorporate all these things into their life. By this
they should be able to give solutions to those problems in the light of Christ.
Suffering, trials, persecutions, etc. has become part and parcel of the life of
our people. The future ministers also should experience all these things by
being in their midst and thus they should be worthy ministers to these people.
This is the purpose of this seminary.

The Existential truths in the first three
chapters of Genesis

Rev. Fr. 8.J.Q. Jeyaranjan

It 1s an undoubted and undisputed fact that man is the crown or the
pinnacle of creation. It is only man, as a rational and spiritual being,
endowed with free will and intellect, is able to communicate with God, the
creator and with his fellow beings. We are specially created by God, to be
special to him all through.

The first creation account according to priestly tradition (Gen 1:1-2:4a)
is presented in a solemn liturgical style. Creative power of God’s word is
well brought out through the use of the Hebrew verb ‘bara’ and its being
used seven times adds for the biblical fullness. The Hebrew verb ‘bara’
suggests that God is the agent of creation and that he created out of nothing.
All other things needed for man were created through a command. But
before human creation, there 1s a divine council (Gen 1:26) which holds for
the supremacy of human, with the second lordship over the creations.

In the second creation account presented by yawistic tradition, God
is very close to human beings. The author’s style is anthropomorphic and
down to earth. God created man from the clay of the earth and blew into his
nostrils the breath of life (Gen 2:7). If not for God’s breath of life, man has
no life; he is inanimate.
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The same way though the woman is created from the rib of man,
for her to have life she depended on God’s blowing.

The companionship of man and woman cannot be equated with any
other thing. Tt is the complementality of man and woman that paves the
way for the sustenance of the world. That inter-dependency and relationship
get disturbed through isolating God’s commandment.

Thus the first three chapters of Genesis clearly tell us that we are
from God and we are for God. The words of St. Paul make it clear: “For in
him we live and move and have our being”.

Mary is our Living [fother

Rev. Bro. E.S.C. Mariathas

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; Let it be with me according to
your word” (Lk1:38).

Mary is not only the mother of Christ and therefore the mother of
God: she is also the mother and mediator of grace and therefore the mother
of the Church, the mystical body and of the people of God. The key to
Mary’s greatness and dignity is her divine maternity. She becomes our
Mother at the very moment she uttered her ‘fiat’ that is let it be done and
the word became flesh. This was ratified when Jesus spoke from the cross,
“Behold thy son behold thy mother”.

From the instant of her ‘fiat’ she contributed to the salvation of all
the elect. In the order of grace, the head and the members are born of the
same mother also as Jesus is the fruit of her womb.

The virgin Mary who at the message of the angel received the
word of God in her heart and in her body and gave life to the world is
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acknowledged and honoured as being truly the Mother of God and mother
of all the living human beings. She is also the beloved daughter of the father
and the temple of the Holy Spirit.

The Church indeed contemplating her already hidden sanctity and
all her vivid apparitions, has reached the greatest perfection whereby she
exists without spot or wrinkle.

i %

Punishment Necessary?

Rev, Fr. P, Christunayagam.

In Sri Lanka abeut three months back it was the story in all the
media that the Government is going to reintroduce the Capital Punishment
that has been stopped since 1971. In the O.T. it is said: “Whoever sheds the
blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for God made man in his own
image” (Gen. 9:6). Butat the same time the O.T. spoke also of divine mercy:
“As I live says the Lord, I swear I take no pleasure 1n the death of the
wicked man, but rather in the wicked man’s conversion, that he may live”
(Ez.33: 11). Inthe N.T. in Jn.8: 1-11 the Lord refuses to support the death
sentence of the woman caught in adultery.

St. Augustine the famous theologian who had to face this problem
many times, underlines the task of the secular power to help the Church in
the struggle against the heretics. At the same time he insisted on our duty to
bring them back to the flock, as the shepherd who leaves the nintynine on
the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray (Mt. 18: 12-14).
Another famous theologian St. Thomas Aquinas justifies the killing of an
offender. To explain it he gives an analogy of a sick limb, which has to be
amputated for the good of the physical body. He says the offender is the
sick limb of the society that needs to be cut off to protect the well-being of
the social body, to safeguard the common good. '
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When the Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks about the capital
punishment it says, that the legitimate defense can be not only a right, but
also a great obligation, for those who are responsible for other’s life. And it
declares that the legitimate public authority can punish in case of extreme
gravity, with capital punishment. But at the end it concludes that if bloodless
means are sufficient to defend human lives against an aggressor public
authority should limit itself to such means.

When the Pope John Paul II speaks about the Capital Punishment
in his encyclical Evangelium Vitae, he says, even if a man is a fierce
offender, we cannot reduce him to an object, but rests always as a persor.
God is always good to everyone regardless of his being good or wicked.
Fusther he says God gave Cain a distinctive sign, not to condemn him but to
protect and defend him from those wishing to kill him.

Therefore once again let us go back to what prophet Ezekiel said,
God doesn’t take pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather in the
wicked man’s conversion. As St. Ambrose writes God, preferred the
correction rather than the death of a sinner. He did not desire that a homicide
be punished by the execution of another homicide.

The Role of the Animators in the
Growth of Anpiams. (BCCs)

Rev. Fr. Anthonythas Dalima. -

The emergence of BCCs is prevalent in many Asian Countries.
The people have the great thirst for the Word of God and to be formed as
Communities. Especially they have the tendency to build up their communion.
Therefore great attenition should be paid for this new phenomenon.

To fulfill this need more effectively we need Animators. These
Animators have to be trained well and proper orientation should be given to
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them and properly motivated to be real witness of Christ from their own
experience. As the Anpiams begin to form, the need for training Animators
to play their part in these Anpiams has become more and more evident.

At the same time the Animaters also have to pay more attention on
their own life style. They must consider their Prayer life, Community spirit,
Self evaluation, openness and Social involvement seriously.

suliering

Rev. Bro. B. Brian

Suffering is an inseparable and inevitable moment in our day today
life experience. The people of to day are faced with many burdens, depression
and oppression due to various kinds of unexpected difficulties in life
specially by war, hatred, various kinds of diseases and death. These unexpected
waves of suffering come in our life and leave us with lots of untold miseries
and unbearable burdens, as their remains. A typical example to these
unexpected waves of suffering is the recent ‘tsunami’ incident which has
caused innumerable disasters to many valuable human lives and properties.
In this pathetic situation people live with plight, seeking consolation and hoping
for a new fruitful future, because living with depression will in no way give
an answer to the question of suffering. We must swim against the current of
suffering in order to make our burdens easy and to have hope for a better
future.

A fine example we can draw from the Bible where people underwent
many difficulties and persecutions to safeguard their faith but they did not
lose their hope in God. Especially in the New Testament Jesus went through
many sufferings and hardships in order to bring us eternal life: so behind
every suffering there is a glimpse of hope for a better future. Therefore in
this way if we accept all our crosses every day, we will have a better life in
future. :
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The Historical Bach@mmd of
Ecumenism and the Foundations ol Faith

Rev. Fr. 8.F. Kirupananthan

The Holy Father Benedict XV1 has renewed the call and commitment
for ecumenism inviting the churches and Ecclesial communities to sustain in
prayer for visible communion and as the head of Roman Catholic Church he
depends on them for the much fuller communion in Hope. Any historical
burden of division should not overburden those Christians who are born in
different tradition of Faith commitment. The formation of World Council of
Churches in reformed churches and the renewal of Vatican II in Roman
Catholic Church for clarion call for ecumenism were marked as unique
events in the history of ecumenism.

Towards the edia Theelogy

Rev. Bro. . Edwinathan

Today, unquestionably the media takes the central place, slowly and
deeply. The masses are drawn to believe the information, the life-style, the
culture it promotes as Gospel truths, and adopt them without any rhyme or
reason. This article broadly and clearly analyses its origin, its socio-
political-economical background, its religious influences, impacts etc,.
Theologically this attempt points out the roots of the media, its merits or
defects and its results too.

This is also an attempt to suggest some good and meaningful ideas:
for example the director or chair — person or the journalist, who co-ordinates
the proper functioning of the well — known media, should be conscientiously
committed to control and channel the media with responsibility focussed on
the general welfare of the people. The writer also quotes instances to show
how Jesus too used the current form of media in his life — time, in the
proclammation of the word of God.
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In fine, the writer challenges the readers’ responsibility towards the media.
Are we using it as a past — time, a source of information or a dogma on faith
and morals to be adhered to?

Christian Spirituality
Rev. Fr. Christian Vaz

Though there are many definitions for spirituality which would arise
from time to time we could be able to define it as the direction and regulation
of life towards the infinite Lord. With the inner search of everybody, this
form of spirituality may differ from country to country, people to people as
each has his or her own uniqueness. Religion and spirituality are not the
same thing but they are inter-related. The process of joining in the covenant
of the Lord and telieving in the gospel which was proclaimed by Christ is
called Christian spirituaiity. Uniting in the life of the Trinity, denying
ourselves and carrying our own crosses, participating in the progress of the
Catholic Church, obeying God and the authority of the church are same
basic elements of Christian spirituality. At the same time materialism,
consumeric culture and the massive success in technology are the growing
obstacles for the Christian spirituality. Finally Religions should direct the
people towards God without identifying the differences and contraries with
other religions. It sheuld prepare the way to God with the appropriate spiritual
exercises to the people.

A Theological view of the
Women of Jafina

Rev. Bro. A. James Nathan

Women are suppressed in all levels of society, whether it be socio-
political - economic - cultural or religious stratas. With regard to the Jaffna
women, the violation of their rights is high. They are considered as second
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class citizens, because of male domination. From birth to death, women
undergo several hardships, too numerous to mention. Approximately 1/3 of
the total income of a couniry comes from the working women, whereas
they get only 1/10 of it.

Their talents and potentials are today shockingly manifested in many
fields; particularly in modern warfare in our country! However, itisnotsoin
the religious sector as supporters of women liberation strongly affirm. Jesus
Christ broke all barriers of the Old Testament and up-lifted women, respecting
their human rights, with genuine love and concern. All Christian evangelizers
down the past twenty centuries tried to journey along the “new path” traced
by their master. Thus great vision and courage are required to face the
challenges ahead and create a new Women Theology, according to the signs
of the times.

The above controversial topic poses for the readers three points in a nut-shell:

<  Following the foot-prints of the Risen Christ, the Church must
~ raise its voice against the pressures imposed on the tradi-
tional culture of women by globalization.
%  The enlightened and educated women ought to fight against
and vanquish the evil forces, which undermine Christian culture.
%  Evangelization is not the prerogative of men alone; therefore
the church has the duty to give a legitimate place to all women,
in keeping with its Magisterium
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