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Synopsis

Separationism and the Reunion Efforts in the HlStOl‘y
of the Church

The Church was initiated by Jesus at the time of Pentecost. Jesus
wanted the Church to be united but from the beginning itselfit was divided
due to various reasons. This division is against it is nature and high motivation.

Even though there division in the Church many reunion efforts have
been taking place. The first division started with the separation of the Eastern
Church because of the heresies such as Arianism, Nestorianism,
Monophysitism, and Monothelitism. In the year 1054 the whole Eastern
Church separated itself totally from the Roman Church.

In the 14% and 15" centuries many reunification efforts were taken
but none of them succeeded

1. The 14" General Council was organized in the year 1274 by The
Holy Father Gregory X, at Leons.

2. The 17" General Council was summoned by Pope Eugene IV. He
invited both the churches (Fastern and Western) through the letter
called (Laetentur Coeli). '

The unification efforts did not succeed due to the political uncertainties
and untrustfulness between the two Church Leaders. This division affects
the internal administrative structure of the Western Church during the time of
the Avignon Pupacy, and it was called Babylonian Captivity. And this informal
instability led the Western Church to have two Popes and two teams within
the Curia. '

Tn this crutial situation some Theologians from the Paris University
came forward and gave three proposals to calm the situation.

1. Forced resignation of the two Popes and elect a new pope.
2. To have discussions to solve the problem |
3. To Summon a General Council
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These efforts too did not work out well, rather it increased the
problem and a third Pope was elected. In the year 1414, Pope John XXIII
summoned the General Council at Constantou. Through the election of the
new Pope Martin the internal division came to an end.

In this chaotic situation Martin Luther brought the reformation against
the authority of the Church. His reformation affected the Church and it led
the Church towards more division. The whole of Europe faced many divisions
and opposition such as Swinglism, Calvinism, finally the Church of England
during the fight between the Roman Church and King Hentry VIIL

In the years 1545-1564 the Council of Trent was summoned due to
the problems and defined many doctrines. The 30 years of dispute came to
an end in the year 1648 due to the Peace Memorandum which is called
Peace of Wesphalia.

Inter Religious Dialogue is the Need
of the Hour for Peace in Sri Lanka

Dialogue, first of all, is a form of commounication between persons
or group of persons. If I can promote interpersonal relationship the persons
or groups in question, cherish different views, be it on cultural, ideological,
religious, etc. The matters for dialogue frankly open themselves to each other
in order to learn, appreciate and to enrich themselves. The parties in dialogue
accept and respect each other as persons or groups, irrespective of differences
in their views and convictions. They make a sincere effort to listen to the
other to seek for meaning, to understand, and if need be, to change.

Interreligious dialogue, then, is a type of commounication between
the followers of different religions. It means not only discussion but also, it
includes all positive and constructive interreligious relation with the individuals
and the communities of the other faiths which are directed at mutual
understanding and enrichment (D.V.3). '

_ Sri Lanka is a pluralistic nation irrespective of all differences. But it
is sad to see that it has been living it’s pluralistic country because of the
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political dilemma. Thus, it created a chaos especially in using religion to
propagate their political gains. This shattered the relationship and created
unwanted struggles between people. The scars of brothers is still severely
experience among the people in varied ways to be reconciled with acceptance
and justice.

Hence, interreligions dialogue is an indispensable dimension of the
Sri Lanka mission for coming towards a healthy pluralistic nation to have a
strong love, much patience and humility with good perparation in making Sri
Lanka a paradise.

The Catholic Church and the Christian Denominations

In the Nicene Creed, we profess, “We believe in One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church.” Thee are the four marks or characteristics of the Church.

There have been many divisions in the Church down through its
history. and these divisions have deeply challenged the aspect of oneness or
unity of the Church. However, these divisions are not the only cause that
affected the unity of the Church, because even within each church we can
see many issues of dispute that affect the unity of the Church.

St. Paul, in his writings, speaks about different Churches in relation
to their diverse characteristics, but, emphasises the unity of the Church in
relation to its common aspects, that is, the members of the Church share in
one spirit, onebelief, one Baptism and one God (cf. Eph. 4:4-6). Hence, the
unity of the Church depends on the basic faith that we believe in one God,
one Lord and one Spirit.

The Catholic Church, which continues to invite its members to pray
for Christian unity recognises three important concerns for the future
consideration, integrating the initiatives for Christian unity with the pastoral
activities of the Diocese.

Providing the Laity, Priests, Religious and Seminarians with the
knowledge of Christian unity looking for ways and means to prevent people
from crossing over to other denominations.
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Basic Teaching of the Church in Unitatis Redintegratio

Unitatis Redintegratio, the Decree on Ecumenism very clearly
emphazizes the importance of Christian Unity as a basic characteristic of the
Church and the document marks the importance cf restoring the unity among
all Christians as one of the Principals concerns of the second Vatican Council.

The Documents ellaborates the oneness of the Church, with all its
richness found in the grace of Christ himself and points out the different
opinions that prevent us from experiencing the beauty of this unique oneness.
The 1st chapter portrays the Catholic principles on ecumenism and clearly
teaches us that the active participation by the Catholic faithful in ecumenical

“work should grow day by day and earnestly, invites all the faithful in the
active practice of ecumenism. In the 3rd chapter the document also draws
its attention towards the principal types of division which affects the seamless
robe of Christ.

With all these references the Sacred Council firmly hopes and invites
for a fruitful reconciliation of all Christians in the unity of the one and only
Church of Christ and it places it is hope entirely in the prayer of Christ, for
the Church in the Love of the Father for us, and in the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Inter Religious Di.alogue: a Paradigm Shift

Down through the centuries there were sporadic fights and conflicts
among the followers of world religions, but it has now become organized
violence because of increasing interaction between adherents of various faiths.
It becomes dangerous to world peace and humanity at large, as a result the
world has become unsafe place to live for you and me.

 Interfaith cooperation among religious communities around the world
is a powerful counterbalance to hate violence, and injustice.
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The official approach in the Church gives priority to proclamation
and understands dialogue as a step towards proclamation. Some in Asia
suggest that proclamation and dialogue are two sides of one coin and we
should not instrumentalize one of them in favour of the other. They understand
in promoting the Kingdom of God. The believers of other religions are
recognized as collaborators.

Most religions do not differ so much on belief in One God and
Salvation as something that happens after death in another world. The concern
of adherents is about life before death rather than after death. Religions are
part of everyday life. They relate to each other in all types of modes. It is not
only a theological problem, but also a social problem. Hence theology should
take into account the social reality of religion, or else it becomes irrelevant.

Religions may claim revelation and talk about divine realities, but
their primary target is to offer guidelines for life here and now. Religionis a
central element in individual and social identity. It plays greaterrole in searching
for meaning, goal-setting and decision making. Another important component
in religion is group identity. Everyone is socialized in the context of a social
group.
Shift in understanding

For the last fifty years the understanding of religions has been
changing. At the Second Vatican Council the Church acknowledged that
God is the common origin and goal of all religions. But it did not accept that
God was present and active in the other religions, but admitted on the dignity
of the people as images of God and not on the legitimacy of other religions.
The Post Synodal document on Evangelisation spoke of other religions as
human hands stretched out to God. At Assisi in October 1986 John Paul
acknowledged that members of other religions can pray which marks a radical
departure. And John Paul 11 acknowledges the presence and action of the
Spirit of God in all human beings and in religions in his encyclical Redmptoris
Missio.
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If God’s presence and action is not limited to the Church, the
presence of Kingdom of God is not limited to the Church either. If God is
present and active also in other religions, then the Kingdom of God is present
also in the other religions. If the Kingdom of God is the goal of mission, then -
the collaboration with other religions and with all people of good will is the
way of mission. '

St. John Paul 11

On October 16th 1978 in the conclave for the election of the
successor to pope John Paul I who passed away unexpectedly in a very
short time of his Pontificate a cardinal from Eastern Europe was chosen: the
polish cardinal Karol Jozef Wojtyla, the first non-Italian pope after more
than 45 years from the dearth of the dutch Hadrian VI (He was only 58
Years Old).

Karol was born in Wadowice, near Krakow on 18th of May 1920
as the second son of karol Wojtyla and Emilai. His mother loved him so
much. She gave him a solid faith from childhood. He was very pious and
was experiencing the Divine love as well as human love. In childhood he
played with Catholic as well as Jewish children indiscriminately. At the age
of 9 he lost his loving mother and at the age of 12 again his brother (doctor)
because of fever. And then he was with his father Karol who too died when
Jozef Wojtyla was 19 years old. He was very much affected by the deaths
of his parents and brother and by the communist rule of Nazi invasion. So he

~ was well aware of the inhuman activities and atheistic movements.

He was ordained a priest in 1948, was named suffragan (the helping
bishop) in Krokow in 1958. Pope Paul VI designated him as cardinal in
1967. He became Pope in 1978.

~ Heisthe Pope who travelled to more than 129 countries to proclaim
the message of Jesus. He proved that he was not a prisoner of Vatican
travelling all over the peripheries of the world. That is why Pope Francis a
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said, He is very good missionary of the Church, who being greatman
proclaimed the Good News all over the world.

He is the Pope who asked pardon from the people whom the church
persecuted unjustly throughout 20 centuries, even for the murder of Galiles
Galilei. He forgave Mehment Ali Agca who tried to assassinate him shooting
him four times. One of the four bullets pierced through his abdomen but
fortunately recovered especially with the intervention of Mother Mary.

He had very good relationship with other religious leaders. In 1986,
he went to the great synagogue of Rome. He passed away on 2™ of April
2005 at the age of 84 because of parkinson disease. '

There were two miracles attributed to St. John Paul II

1. AFrenchnun Marie Simon-Pierre has been suffering from
parkinson disease. So she prayed for the Pope’s intercession.

As aresult she recovered having no medical explanation.

2. The Pope appeared before a Costa Rican woman Mrs. Mora

who was in death bed because of an inoperable brain aneurysm.
As aresult of the Pope’s intercession she had a miraculous
recovery. i

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. .
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



DEUS CARITAS EST

...Caritas ex Deo est .
Omnis qui diligit ex Deo natus est...
quoniam Deus Caritas est
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