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Synopsis _
Dreams of Jesus at His Youth with Regard to the Kingdom

“Youth hood’ is always pictured as a vigorous age group, which
formulates history. It is an age limit to dream of high ideals in order to bring
them to reality. Thus in history we have many young people who have
committed themselves for this task. '

Among them all, Jesus Christ becomes first, who had a dream of a
wider scope. In line with this, he began his life of search at the ageof 12 in
the temple and reached its climax at his baptism.

The dreams of Jesus were that of the kingdom. Having made himself
clear with regard to kingdom values, Jesus engaged himself completely in the
cfforts of making the kingdom values realized in the socicty, where corruption,
oppression and injustice were so prominent. There at last Jesus was successful
in bringing his dream to a reality, '

Today, Jesus is inviting you, the young peoplc'of this era to dream
high about your lifc and work, to join him in becoming a channel of hope in
order to enrich the life as Jesus himself had done.

The Living Catechism for the Catholic Youth

In this modern world our youth destroy their lifc by excessive useof
modern gadgets, addiction to alchohol and drugs, violence, castism and also
under mining the women as their property. Therefore in this terrible situation
is it possible to create a new way of catechism. The answer is yes. Making a
new way of catechism is the urgent need of the time. The definition of
catechism is finding out the solutions for the political, economical and social
problems basing on Jesus Christ. In this regard the living catechism urges the
youth to solve their problem in the light of Jesus Christ. It helps them to build
up their faith, moral life and their values. It is the living catechism which plays
an important role to bring them out from all the distractions of this world. This
kind of catechism should be given according to the wish of our youth and also
with proper understanding. The living catechism follows a vibrant method.
First there will be a short opening prayer then games in groups which will be
followed by a fruitful discussion then catechesis share their experience and
good teaching by using inspirational video clips making resolution to do in the
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society Eventually it can be ended with a concluding prayer. The living
catechism makes our youth not merely specfators but rather it makes them
to participate in it actively.

The._Necd of Spirituality in the Life of Youth

_ Today there is an urgent invitation given to the young gencration.
“The change” The young people nced a radical change in religious, socio
political, economical, and cultural situations of life.

 The young people who arc fallen in life, who are (rustrated, who are
affected, who are living in desperation need the strength of spirituality to rise
up.

Spirituality gives the strength so stand up in their fallen life. Finding
the True Happiness: The youth must find out that the truc happiness in their
Alcohol will not given them the real happiness; instead it will destroy their
personality and affect all their relationship. The crotic feelings also will not
give the real happiness. First they must understand, and moderate their feelings.
The modern communication medias especially mobile phones have to be used
in a proper and orderly manner rather than destroying and disturbing their life
pattern and personality. The modern Technology will not give the real and
longstanding happincss. '

T'he real happiness and the Spirituality lic when the youth finds out
the purpose and the integrity of creation. God crcated the world and the
universe with a special pleasure purpose, therefore the youth must understand
and preserve and protect the nature balance through their concern towards
the nature as a stewardship.

Therefore the younger generation will find a new way of Spirituality
through:

— Respecting the parents énd clders .
~ Protecting the nature

-- Having a broad vision of lifc

— Listening to the wisdom of others
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— Speaking from the heart and open 1o new thinking
— Respecting the humanity

~ Observing the religious practices.

—Active participation with leadership qualitieé

—Accepting and journeying with the common purpose with an open
mind '

— Finally belicving and trusting in God’s presence in all things.

Youngsters’ Journey towards the Plan of God

Man never wants to lose many things in life. Youthfulness is onc of
them. Because of that many strive to be youn geven inold age. But youthfulness
is a gift from God. His youthfulness makes the youngsters achieve even
incredible achicvements. Hence God entrusts the society to the hands of the
youngsters to nourish and fertilise it. '

In the 21st century the youngsters are faced with many trends such
as modernity, globalization, elcctronic culture and luxurious life style. So they
are in a most vulnerable state being confronted with a violent culture, the use
of drugs, loncliness, and living without the fear of God. So all of us have to
volunteer to lead them along a good faith.

The 15th synod of Bishops will be convened in the Vatican on
“Youngsters faith and discerning the vocation” in October this year, More
than 300 youngsters who had gathered in Rome in February this year also
with the contribution of the youth from all over the world made a preparatory
draft for the Synod saying that the introduction is not a theological doctrine
but only a guide. '

Centralizing on the forth coming Synod the present year is dedicated
to the youth in our Jaffna Diocese, having the same theme of the synod.
Many activities are being organised to bring back the youngsters who are
alone, abandoned, cornered and depressed,
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_Mother Mary was told by the Angel Gabricl, “Mary do not be afraid
~“because God’s grace has come upon you” (Lk 1:30). So every youngster is
invited not to be afraid and to strive towards God by the grace of Him who is
the fullness of life.

As Tamils, the youngsters have the duty to fill the gap of leadership
which has been tarnished in the internal war. But in doing so we must fall in
line with the footsteps of Jesus. If we try to do the will of God with th e vision
of the kingdom of God then the youth and we will be blessed.

Popes and the Youth in the Post Modern World

Post modernism is a current of thought which intends to propagate
the methods of deconstruction. As a result of that, many traditional valucs are
abandoned and what were considered before as immoral have become
permissible as for example same sex marriages. The youth of today’s world
are greatly influenced and affected by these evil trends. In fact we have lost
our Tamil traditional values. The Popes of this cra teach the youth to be on
their guard against these trends. The directives which the Popes give have.
similarities with the Tamil cultural values. So, it is a challenge for all of us to
bring back the youth to the correct path which the Popes and Tamil cultural
valucs show.

Spirituality of the Youth Today

Spirituality isa search for the Divine. This scarch begins with the
ultimate Question of “who am I” and reaches its climax with union of the
Divine. The Youth today has got a wider perspective on the concept of Rel igion
and Spirituality. Their Understanding about Spirituality is completely founded
on their Life activitics. The ultimate thirst for scarch becomes the incentive
for their Spirituality. Therefore there is a strong connection between lifc and
Spirituality. The youth today, completely negates notions against this integration
of life and Spirituality. They reject those idcals which are much more beyond
than their simple life realities. Because they see the Humanness of life and
the.Holiness of life as the key towards religion. They seck the presence of
God in the simple reaclitics of life than more idcas and doctrines.
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St. Dominic Savio
Synopsis

St. Dominic Savio is a hero and especially a challenge for young people who
are estranged, because of his way to holiness through the love of Christ. He
was born on 2nd of April 1842 in the village of Riva, in the province of
Tourin Northern Italy. He was the second of eleven children born to Charles
and Bugid Savio. Because of his holy, humblc charitable life he was liked
and respected by his friends. On the day of his first holy communion Dominic
dedicated himself1o the Lord with four resolutions. He was his seven years
old them.

1. [ will go to confession and communion as often as my confessor allows.

ii. I will sanctify Sundays and holy days in a special way.

iii. Jesus and Mary will be my friends.

iv. Death, butnot sin.
His resolutions are very much challengeable to all young people who
have lost the meaning of their lives. Due to his desire for study and
love of Jesus, he joined the school of Don Bosco. In his young age he
got the gifts from God such as to listen to the call of a soul before
death, to realize the sickness of his mother, and he through the
intervention of Mary to cure the sick. He could know the time of his

dcath. Because of his severe illness he dicd at the age of 15 on 9th
March 1857. He was canonized by Pope Pius X1 in 1954.
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