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sl Mrs. Kumaraswanty.

vz inforoted of the agic death of your beloved husband Mr. Vinedhan whilst [ was in Paris,
sngaged on an official conference. [ was aggrieved 1o learn of his untimely death,  Mr,
v inudhan was one who was very much invalved in the activities of the $.1..F_P. and the nationi
awhues of this country, 1 was aware of lits deep concern for Peace in the notth and east and the
roress shewn by him in maintaining an united Sri Lanka.
PMeuse acceps my deepest sympathies on his death and for this loss to you and 10 your son.

e vour sudaess i this woment of geief and | ofiee my heartfelt and deepest condolence.

Yaws sncerely.

Tartdrike Burdurangike Kumnarunga.

2 ¢ 9T okl dmstia

Bia yur sesp s Davsaied gy HJ0

Drearratic Socialist Keputbdic oi 3ri Lanka
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Preas Jayanthi.

i have received the felowing message of the Hon. Prine Miniser presently in UK,
oo corveyid 10 you on the sad demise of your helaved hustand.

My decr Javanthic,

4 was extremely grieved fo hear the patimely and
tragic death of 3. Vinodhan, wha was a very close
Jriend of the purty and was alvaps with us o onr dme
of difftewdty.  IRs commiiment to the panty and the
cause it siond for was wuguestionable o afl times.

Rugwing very well that kis life was in dunger, he
never hesitated to work for the nuity of this CONRLTT 18
well ay for the uplifimeni of the Twnil people.

{ en sure all Tanits will be salddened by the un-timely
death of Mr. Vinodhan,

¥ cun yory well fect the extrome sudness in vour ken.,
You fave fost the persom, who wes elovest to you in
¥our fife.

Ar shis point, we are there 1o ahare vour sudiness and
§ uffer my heartfelt und deepost condalence.

Sirdiavn R.D, Bandaraasike
Prime Minister

Yeury -,.'in;:crcl}',

Henmsind Fornandy
Seeretary o the Prinie Vingster




A GENTLEMAN OF POLITICS

VINODHAN KUMARASWAMY has the misfortune to be a gentleman of
politics in an era when the public showed it did not care for gentlemen.

World has shown over and over again that it doesn’t have a place for peage
loving men.

My mind recalls from Great Mahatma Gandi to Rabin
Where we witness violence in their death

Vino Anna was not only to fall victim to this mood of times but targeted and
trapped by the ignorant.

In memory of the much loved Brother - in - law who was born 46 years ago
today.

Words cannot express the emptiness you left.

Your Presence we miss
Your Memory we treasure
Loving you Always
Forgetting you never.

16 November, 1995. Your Loving Sister - in - Law
Welington 4%
New Zealand.

Apunereniouier s Sillpengrs GQUITNSFSaiemguiey e
FTOun® ereleueney upsAwGin gl FwrsTeTd 6N

wpEHAwwraTSah ol L g).

-G EBT ST~ 1994




A VOICE RANG OUT IN THE WILDERNESS

One year ago without the push orrequest from anyone visionary K.Vinodhan’s
voice rang out loud and clear on platforms and gatherings urging the Tamil
community to raise their voices.

He spent his money and time and created platforms and functions to bring all
communities together, and spread the story of peace far and wide. The program was
to take the message from the North to the South and vice versa and everywhere.

Only he had the Heart and the guts to do it. He paid the penalty of being sincere
to a cause. -

He was assassinated

Vinodhan stood for his ideals. His death is an indictment on the powers that
be, and those who surrounded him, who gained from his leadership but ignored his
faith. His last words to his assassin just minutes before they doused the flame of life
with bullets had been FEACE”.

He was a man of action and not mere verbose. He thought action would be
taken, non militarily action & bring about freiendship so that a United Sri Lanka
would emerge, that he told me “do not worry you will be able to travel to the North
soon”. He has left a wife - husbandless.

A little boy - Fatherless

A family committed to suffer. SRA Silva.
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PERIAPPA

We first met when I was 4, and although it was long ago. I can still remember
itall. You were one of the people who Irespected most and cared about greatly, even
though I saw you very little. You asked me many times to visit you in Sri Lanka,
and I stupidly thought nothing of it till after you were gone. Perhaps you only know
how much you love someone until you know you will never see them again. And
you were a person that anyone would have found hard not to love. So selfless and
caring, never thinking once about yourself, that you became a victim of the cruel
times we live in. Periappa, if you can hear me now, let me say all that I never had
a change to. Know that I will always love you, and hold you in my heart.

Love forever,

Raj Siva - Rajah.
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Vinothan Kumaraswamy

Prof. Bertram Bastiampillai,
Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration.

The late Mr. Vindhan Kumaraswamy was a rare personality. a thoroughly
dependable character, and above all a dear friend. He was dedicated to the pursuit
of peace and it was primarily peace-among all others that he relentlessly pursued
until the cruel hand of fate plucked him. Truly those whom the gods love die young!,
but even this consoling thought offers little solace to those who were near and dear
to him.

Vinodhan was an exceptional man of great courage. He chose wisely using
a fine sense of judgment to distinguish the true from the false, and once he chose
he stuck firmly to his choice and conviction. He never betrayed and never reneged
from his stand. And as a result he finally paid the ultimate price in life. He paid a
penalty for that which he upheld to be true.

During discussions, Vinodhan was a patient listener, tolerant of the animated
views of others, however disparate they may have been. But once he had permitted
others to subscribe their varying views he would arrive at a conclusion. This
conclusion was always prudently made. and then he would work diligently and
tenaciously toward realizing it. Briefly, Vinodhan was a man on whom another one
could place faith without doubt. He could be absolutely and unreservedly trusted.

He was a reliable friend, a companion in good times as well as in the worst
times of advertied- He was amagnanimous figure and owing to his generous nature
many were those whom he helped. If he fails to gain something once, he kept on
persistently persevering till he achieved what he set out to get, be it for a friend or
foesomeone who turned to him for help when down and out in life.

I knew him also! for too short a time. But in this brief period, I moved quite
close to him and found in him a true and sincere friend. Vinodhan’s ideas and
activities were founded on salutary and sound moral grounds. It was that which was
right or correct that appealed to him. His quality of rectitude, sense of propriety and
attribute of integrity were above doubt and reproach. Nothing unfair did he ever
espouse. .

In company Vinodhan was liberally imbued with a healthy sense of humour
that invariably became infectious. When discussions tended to become tense, and
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could turn to be acrimonious, he defused the anxious atmosphere by enlivening the
people with his sharp humour and lively wit. He was able to lift up people from
pessimism and despondency and infuse buoyancy and optimism among them. 1
noticed him do this in a subtie manner; so sensitive was he to other’s feelings. He
preferred to ensure that ultimately all those around him would arrive at a healthy
consensus. If this was impossible to reach, he certainly saw to it that tolerance
prevailed among even hardened dissidents. To everyone. Vinodhan assured the
right to one’s say and to hold onto one’s convictions. It is this forbearance that made
him a success full leader of people. He was never patronising butled by winning the
hearts and minds of others.

Vinodhan used his good offices to help others and not himself. Many would
turn to him for a favour or to get some problem solved. No one was turned away
disappointed. He regarded it as a mission in his life to be of service to others, be they
from his community or not. He abhorred narrow communalism and he strove hard
to forge good understanding and a sense of unity among a divided people. Where
trust was absent and suspicion grew rampant, Vinodhan endeavoured to build
confidence and faith among the diverse communities in Sri Lanka.

He mapped out a harmonious future for this troubled island. It was to be a

future where cordiality and peace could be reintroduced, and would grow stronger
in the years to come. This was as intelligent vision that Vinodhan nursed but
unfortunately he was not destined to live and work toward realising the translation
of this vision into reality.

His wife and family lost in the sudden and untimely snuffing out of the life
of Vinodhan a dearly beloved being. His friends and companions lost a charming
and affable character, all too rare to find. However, I know that now he has gone to
a far, better place, and I shall miss a genial and sagacious friend to the rest of my
day.
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APPRECIATION
KUMARASWAMI VINODHAN

GOD at a time when communal politics predominate and dominate in a
hitherto to unprecedented manner in the Island’s history, isn’t it quite strange for
a man born into Tamil Community, bread and educated in Jaffna, blessed with his
parental riches, married to a daughter of a Tamil Doctor and being herself a lawyer
joining the main stream of politics in which Sinhala community dominated and
enter the hourly burly of politics at the young age of 21 years, secking nominations
from S.L.F.P as its candidate for the constituency of Uduvil, opposing two Tamil
candidates, Mr. V. Tharmalingam, Federal Party and M. Sivanesan, Tamil Con-
gress.

To me Vino’s judgement and actions were most logical and practical. He
knew by personal experience that the Tamil minority community in the North and
else where in the island had to seek socio, economic and political co-existance in
unisel and partnership with the Sinhala Majority and other minority communities
in Sri Lanka and not in isolation in an immaginary traditional home - land of Eelam.
Vino was not a communalist by enemies. Communal harmony was his life long,
aim, ambition and dream. His cosmopolitan outlook stood stead fast always with
him.

That broad outlook on life, however, was never an impediment to his national
fervour. He was a son of the soil at grasa root level. Vino’s daily habits, attire, food
or even drinks were never sophisticated. It was customery for the two of us to meet
atdawn in front of his residence. He comes carrying his little son, whilebrushing his
teeth with a tender stick of margosa.

In spite of his sophisticated and up-todate out look on world affairs, he never
felt shy to offer national delicacies like THOSAI, MASALA VADAI, MURUKU
and PAHODA as snacks at any informal cocktail he would host even to a foreign
guest.

- Though simple and native as such, his lofty ideals on any issue be it National
or Inter national always stood aloft over his broad shoulders of his portly dark figure
enhanced with a comely face even in crisis.

Kumaraswami Vinodhan decended from the arid zone in the North to the wet
zone city of Colombo and climbed the Hulftsdorp Hill to meet his future partner,
whom he first met in the village of Sandilipay, Jaffna at the residence of an uncle
of his. Jayanthi was also a Law student, four years junior to him, their romance
blossomed forth in holy matrimony that lasted fourteen years until a bullet of an
assassin took him away from his earthly existence on 28th April, this year.




Vino was as extrovert. A born environmentalist bydeeds and not words. I
wonder how many leaders of this have come across a Lawyer businessman and a
politician who comes out of his residence at dawn and gets the Municipal Road and
the open drain cleaned up before attending to his own home garden. Not only that.
He also as a matter of daily routine gets the large compound of the club premises
opposite his home also neatly cleaned. He also saw to it that there was no garbage
collected on the road in the vicinity of his house. What is more, he extended his
environmental cleanliness to the sea beach near his home. After long pursuation he
succeeded in getting the Municipal Council to put up a board prohibiting the
dumping of garbage along the sea shore and the railway track.

Another instance to show Late Mr.Vinodhan’s religious tolerance and
communal barmony is born out of the fact that he was on more than one occasion
invited to be chief Guest at a Budhist Temple at a Chamma School prize giving.

Many are the vivid memories regarding the chequered and colourful charac-
ter of Vino whom I closely associated with for more than 20 years. But space does
not permit elaboration.

Vino is no more but his awe - inspiring sincerity, genial disposition. Unas-
suming personality, will linger and haunt the minds of not only thousands of his
close friends but even little children whom he loved.

LAWRANCE JAYASEKARA
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AU-REVOIR MON AMI

I clearly remember the day that Mr. Vinodhan Kumaraswamy walked into my
life. I was serving as Assistant Secretary of the Ministry of Posts and Telecommuni-
cations way back in 1970. We had then shifted to the new headquarters building, and
on this particular day, I had just finished a discussion with the Deputy Minister of Post
and Telecommunications, Mr. V. T. G. Karunaratne M.P. , when I was summoned by
the Honourable Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, Mr. C. Kumarasuriyar
M.P. to his room.

I was introduced by the Honourable Minister to Mr. Alfred Duraippah, the
S.L.F.P.Mayor of Jaffna, whom I had known earlier, Mr. S. Sivanathan, a Barrister and
a boyish looking young man, K. Vinodhan. I was instructed by the Minister that in
future all dealings with reference to Jaffna, Chavakatcheri and Uduvil/Manipay.
Electorates were to be dealt by these three gentlemen who were selected by the Party
Organisation as the S.L.F.P. Organisers for those respective electorates. Thus, I met
Vino. Icouldsafely say that the majority of the Sub-Post Offices in the Uduvil/Manipay
electorate were the creations of Vino. Not only did he establish Sub-Post Offices, but
also saw to it that telephone services were also given to these offices.

His countless service not only to the community as a whole but also for
individuals were wide. In a caste ridden area, he never thought about caste as a barrier.
A friendship of a deep seated nature grew up among us. Many a time did we agree to
disagree, or as Vino puts it, “Disagree to agree”. To him, life was never a battle but a
play ground, Success and failure were his friends. Fear, he had none excppt for his
Father. His Political rebuff and tutorship was under Chelliah Kumarasuriyar and Alfred
Duraiappah. The political acumen was entirely his. Though young in age, he matured
very quickly in the political arena. He was able to associate with political giants like
V. Ponnambalam, Maithripala Senanayake, K. B. Ratanayake and mentor Madame
Sirimavo R. D. Bandaraanaike, Yet, he never lost the common touch.

We lost touch as both of us were lazy writers, but came together again for the
General and Presidential Elections. We worked together at the Media Centre, Rosmead
Place and Flower Road, specially pertaining to the Wanni Districtand Colombo. Vino’s
efforts for peace and reconciliation made him a target for the terrorist bullet. Being a
businessman by inheritance, Attorney-at-Law by profession and a politician by nature,
made him shy away from security. To him, security meant that the common touch is
lost. '

28th April 1995 left a deep void which can never be replaced. I bade farewell
tomy friend Vino with akiss on his forehead at the General Hospital Morgue, Colombo.
I'bade au-revoir to the warm body of my friend Vino, but in spirit we roam together to
unite once more in friendship, till we meet again.

V. Daya Karunaratna,
B. A. (Hons) Ceylon. Mripa (London) MBIM (U.K)
CERT-MANAGEMENT (U. K.) CERT. P & T MANAGEMENT (B.P.O.U.K.)




eUITII] @HIDUSEHST b EBIHID

g GOLUSHT ITLEG QPoSSaTOTW Iwewrumalarssmil,
B LOUGLD QFawainTd IPalp sor@flwwmi 2 HiF o1 YmiGaey b
Iarigyip Sauphs b QBFFhsEHGG Jarn 2argk Fplou BbS
NHHs YHTFA @erpeemy sargeldame. urlyelp@ld TAFGD
oppliugpE Sl aICprainsen  TwEG Iopuusng  oACHT
SwremrTeunFayn S @BHS o261 eTaflmew eTewTewll eTewTewll GRIGL 6TLD
@B swriFeT 2 6 Bevariien aunrGatens b yPeunGur! FUCUT 2 maTaIaTSS
QUuTES, guwrly oLep eTer ardl &$EH 2L Yereural
A p&F TS @uiumin Gumeyib, Brib @mIG IfeTm b GTIDUPLGET 9GO LITUI
Bwhsms eTawant] eTewrewfl eTHSHewT(UPLD TRIGHACDTID.

o fuflesr ogewTid 9 MBS/ UL ST UPLD Y FHeT LIGT FUITLILjeneujID
wrfewuyd QETuphid GETaT®albgG ShFMSS YN FbHSH®SHULD
L9GTeeriT QT el(h $Sib wi plimest SHDG G nHLiLiwewr omer guimiijaier
SuHsAMNeamssafley Fwbg QFTETL®SUD IaTm LILLGWT S®SULD
eraur gy ACMAID. SapHuller @ DU PFES S@TLTe|&EG UDBHS albg 6Tl
ADSD SHsmwewu/p Cuiiow @G I @®F Gsary TGweg LDES
Qi gemwenwufip Fenew sAGTEHTID.

STy QETeTL o air QBERAW YeTILBBS oTib BeweTIID iy &HLg
QgremaCudlflev 6T &&b IIYNPEE GarawLesguy Guiieww LD,
SuueeTUDPly FdSGLUUMS eTaT e T T&FACDTD. 9 Uwesfler
&M/ & ST hI FE@T GTIDLPL-GIT LI D DjeTenLs eTeveresefl eTauwravwt! HDACHTLD.
QT ss e Tib QBEEHS Bephs @ wwivee FrupSHe Golbs BHACHT .
B PBSTID 2 6 IJGTLID BV LIGHTLID T@TMD I PWTg|. 2.6 YHiom
FABH YL w Feetemariileneerwmi GeTyfeumyms.

@rs BTLIgD & 3 i . a9y & Aewesr
Gearm Gmi




61601 5 GOOT L1 60T

BCrn@® swips umew Gumearm e emrpeld SwEE eILL  eTeir
BewrLemenr, FGamsyenen LING% @UIeET® Fmevid R afll’ | eng 676 L6TID
THMSQETTEN  MIGAGTDG. TTH USSTOUF g6y (Lp 6 (Lp F e
FBHSCHTD. ReTPTS HwalsHCDTD. RTDHTS 106871 F GG LITL (B & STl
eribone) Quwerp Lesisemens QFuiGSHmip. RETDTS 6TIDG BT 0B SV ESTII
TG YaTew5F CFWICHTD. Yy GFaid IYmLausDG B0h HlavT 181 F @1 & (&
(perar (b GFTwCLA (wpevid 2 @TwTiy GaTTD. 6Ty Fnl 67 nBleur & Feir
B seinr(h) SearemeGSTeurL Uy mil @6 ESTT.

GTeT  peswLeeT UDP TwgGsE GUULTSE GIWPS eTeTL g 6T 5 &%
Cgfweildveme. IYargg wellgs GCpuESamss opairm? amjewip  ererLIGs
Qsfung Gpbg waiks Jair wells GsHer eumevivaw B6YT &
2 ihg ISDFTH QEwhUL L FlbUMBIES®eTs: GHLILIL auT?

2 WipS G TN FapLiLBb RF GHLDL SR Iphg Ieurr eTeuals
Caumn@s@pis YDpaITmil RETFY Gwib eTeTm F(hSPG ST @l pafev
WEHTASSWIS DM BLBH FIDLIMULISZEGTS FnDalT?

Seg pewruisafler G@usiselear @&TL  gjeiruim efle ‘LB
QETewi R YUTHFE@HEG UMISOTS QQFgmenTng CEwriul L ey
ughbg efEs 9bs QPswsHear QFwpur@Basmenr GTAPS@ITLDIT?

Qeaiaqvdley YpHwe wWsH GCETETE vewGeum Qe sefay o
BevurLii g6, o1 Hfigen eTeirp GeaugLimi e SmewTply.ujin. Qe TV, 6Tau(F G
T M. eTears@ 5% wealgey/Lgyip CETID @ eene. eT6ar &) GlFT6lTen &uyLb
PPIGL U QETEEOEZULD &TesT prarunGLur i salweflgsear e
TTD YLD $555%50mGBH5TEH  eTwCaTiT Bgup ey  QETeETEH
werdiyiener CBESSHIL T SHengk QETeTenFHdhE P STLILL et &Germ (b
Ll FibLieumi enar (R EWIbLIGT DT

SO & saer Guoluml (& mis LiTJ T @HLOGT DS v 9 miaih euflss
S8p&  SLAFCarm, o miferisCart Q& unw PUYwrgE  Lew et
Crevatsenen C\FiiI% Fen6s & sameur? W PLILITGRTL LIGI&SEeV &S LPSHLD, & T ITLOMIT 63T
Qasssaqh Gunearpeear o (Haurs e & FrliUseD UL LT eoL ufip,
@UawErSaT Yp&sL L enerudesir 3D @QsTaw® uUwGamy Y gPwed
Uy psismeanuyb @SHeTi o L6 LULFQFUS Iei Sib &1 G/ G605 &
FaD6UT?

THTHB 55/5 QFTeETLUTF@HId LITFTLHIUD LIGWTS 2 (Hafev OF % fc 0 )
8Ghs uw SLEDPey, wHwD Aywwliysme BHiudss ess oears
Bieunssg fpeowgomer aTBSS5E Fmmeum?

TOWTUDNFGD CLWTE LSS awg wpsew SLBS 38 (L mIFeTT S
BT FEHEHE CuAw &FibLelsk Fer

oTe gl L eun paley Bevl QLibm F HVF DL T Ferflgy) D 6T 63T Qe T (R)




@whg oTar e wiFAGET, eTaT APLLSETU, T T FeoL FGLD GRIT
QeTyd sgwmi @ BreT weny wTphS T paienet TBSSHIF JnmalT?
ST QFnHg ampeld) Yar aFiT QETewL LT FFameT semen IaliT
aaiuTy wWED QET@SSTI, aeiaunrm GEU, 2 paiertser D GrenLiL]
QuDGFmIgw e1F55HD QFwOLLLAT eTarLT GLITE DOIDED TUPSMITLON?
@eiauTm BAGT GTUPEDS - FaPUPLUD  BTLIGI Il PSS
agTpop aepdaTied g RT LSSSLD IFesler erer D_GSUT 1T @] HewaTiy LD
Breir CFT G eTupHentmev 93 @F sTefwrGd. TeTGa Ge Fevare) oefed
IFen R B UsSHSal) CTeIUTY TAID®D BT TIPS LPLY-UlLD?

@wulah, Jaewgs FUuTsEs CaL@ser Ual Q& 2 emene.
Qs GUDH Safar aiTpels) HLES FUMSMSWTSATD H=p
TG GULIenU (PLY F&5& GQsTarderGper. .

19761 e (® Sfeuy g Fewurig aimuigyerer efL 19 & eSS eIy
FLIUTFAUTD &L (poarbsrisear. Qgueurerwrs ol sulerni. @
@@ wrghisaier 96 wawTsh BH waTPSHD Ao F@arEhyTFmens &5
QFirg SjenLwrer Jefleu@GliL] BLRTTser. Hb. alGewm ST o1 e,
SumgFFL LT L wrerd STL.Gn Uy bALS CSLBHS GQEmerLTi.
@7 ywpiigyet LS BoaeyTr@psG G aflesuns BnSsOuUL G
BB HSTT. JuTSEHET BATLMeTS SLPUDASS Fdan@H@ D BnSSLLL G
@GESTT. oLwrend Saw®R QsreawL pawue afoswrs BHCUTT
RaIGuTFUmTUD IJaiTHaT (per Bery BHETm QRUEBISTHL LITTSSUILY.
Qeeiry seTemer SLpHULL G@arehT (per Qearmigih “Brar G\&F dSTayin
s8p BearSamguyd, sipomeryio sTLI4 & QSTCLET” adarTm Fpl LILITWD
BssUuul® Bhs whpaTsmeryd QRUUUETS UTTSEE CFernser
Kar-B AU Heowls UTTES aearmeard &FLpupAgsai Getrsafigen @ wamae
aeary smpE GEarpri. @gewer I Yeopeow oll® Gesefeapsg o
eraiTell b Fapiermii. BAGT IYaiT GQFwWee WHSSH/LI urru'L;u;_Gman"r.' 6T 6uT
pewrLeiar 95 Qewme Qery slfersHear el semal Guriaer s
STL 1Y FQSTHSGD FSW@H LD 2 6Ty CauchrBLd. I SSIL-65T IfeUT &I [HGVT LIT e,
2 pelariser, e g LUPYS QSTETCLAT FEFWG LD YT FP&GLD aiewT
STGT 6T Bevld UMTTNE Sy BeTalRS@WGFTL ST FWerpemss
QFiiw CauaT@Gwearéd QewbULLTT aIUms warded Q&TEwE FThH
v w Geuswr(RiD. ,

Opssar @pLug o awew. Yarmed LIDES RHIGT ST QU
prafidd grar Uphs Peeywder, grer LIpss FersHear, goer UIpPHS
GPusHer Cubur  R&sTi  darer  GEFWsTEr aaruGsH  (pHAWD.
IjlaumFuley BeDalTeT alllpa) ol PHS/TeTTT TRTLIMS 6T Hev 6% ewr (R
FQar g wevewal guibd, waeT YRAGWTT weTHibeS e wGaiews (HLD
aTasr s CHLB& GamerderGmner.

&F. @omFTSHeTLID.




@mporr! B G)(HEHHSIOTUIT?
Ga.. B1_er g TI06501)

saremaru FOupsSHS
SRTGTVID FH(h HTSH 6 %mewriL.eur!
2 QUMW EETU D WIPSHS S
2 SHSO0GT! 2 WIiT LIGHTLITeneT!
efleisr g ewCaE L Bb GQLi(n
afgermis Hsphs Gaumans!
wewreraier alGrrT Sellair Form
wermeyGorit alGHT HweaTGmim?

FLL UOQIGTETTII e pisG S eir
FwrSrert Lpretmd BerGmmedr
UL ugel pmib

LIGRTLD LIGSST G)[ID 6T YT Gt LIGHT 1)
CFLLAS eumipisgs uBEGSTET [BHovev
G&eveu g Heir o.Meniow menesr

SLIQ QTID SHITEWN  [HoV6V

safllajen,. @swip QEmTewGL mair

Q&ETEHF T G &EHF TLo6
Qarerens el HeTGmimesr
A5G P s

BG5S 0ps5 Hemevareir!
QUEHF SOMU T s ST T &HGLb
surpeu s g eidreney!
QBEHFTD RDOIIDEFT i
Crraufuier MerGmmer!

uereliFer &1L Gleueirmib
uLigefl GLim&&Gleser mib
sevaflifier euenit & A&GHer m)id
Fenev efewernL_ (h& GlFeirmiip
Bovewar GlF G 6 6T M)

BT Cw GFCeur &G &6V T D
IerafiGu 9jefls s mFsHSHer
QjarGlevn (B 31 seanFCuwim!




YGRETY LpWTD WHAOSTTS DTLLIT
Yerjetentd QETETGLTQr@wevTid IGBETSATTSE LOTLLTIT
un@Aern Up@QueaewTid GUIGEFSTTS LDTL LT
uenTLeen wefF@ewerid aICHT SIS TLLITT

@R ATD LA FGDGTID LOTGTSETTS TLLIT
@bm®wsEEG BHCUTRT@TD alGHT SIS WITLLITT
wur@Aarp TG Td CrrgreITs WITLLT
wTPhSPEs Seawa@rownid eIGHETSATTSE WILLAT

&S55Hr afuyip GumdiGuw!
Frawdly elfuyip QumiiGu!
@5FHr empajip QuUTUGW!
@orl usew erewewTtd QumGu!
wESr egep QumiGu!

wrefl enrpayn GuTwGu!
alpeng GFil aICHTHer o6 evsliey
SfppsHin QuTindesd QumirGu!

U N SN S S SN S SN S S

FIDT ST S H65T  FI6T GBI 1D
NGB T 63T

@5s BTy anps S181p CuUSEKD &S GILIE LDLITETELD m
wEsEpLer &Ml Fwwnsk arpleerigw Brer ayCGaiamw B 616 m
QUITE D PSHaUT.
s A& snrensally g CUFKID, (LPEFFID FIDTSTGT 5%
Crr&swnsla Qameawy (h55%5. THS5 CGuenLulgyid, 6ThSH
F(5 SSTmGHFNan Siflp waseafler L7 &Hamersamen (paramalds)
YeulG ST NS awalymSg/ip BapsTewsg SameveaTsafle @upeITTs

& Bw. aICHTHer alarm AeTmiv. J




People & Events/Appreciations

The peace process took another step back with the untimely demise of
Kumaraswami Vinodhan, attorney at-law and former SLFP organizer in the north.
Vino, as he was affectionately called by his numerous friends. Was born with the
silver spoon in his mouth. Many were happy that he was rich and prayed that he be
richer for obvious reasons. Even some of those who were politically opposed to him
were at the receiving end.

After the previous Bandaranaike era Vino went into hibernation. This time
although he came out he devoted his efforts solely to support the peace process. He
shunned various positions offered to him by the government and worked sincerely
and tirelessly to bring peace back to the country. He held meetings in support of the
peace talks. In working towards the success of this cause he fearlessly pointed out
to the government the sacrifices it should make.

To quote just one example, he appeared on TV and openly advocated the
shifting of Pooneryn Army Camp five K. M. away whereas the government was
agreeable to shift it only 600 m. Beirig a close friend of the Bandaranaike family for
a long time his voice was heard and treated with respect by the government.

That Vino did not ask for police protection, which he could have got with a
tinkle of the telephone, and that he made routine walks in the mornings carrying his
baby son-his only child - to the beach joking with the neighbours on the way are
ample proof that he never wronged or harmed anybody or any cause.

Nevertheless, Vino is gone. He leaves a devoted wife and a chubby little boy
Abayan who for six days thought that his appahs was fast asleep. He was thrilled
to see his appah’s ‘bed’ decked with thousands of flowers.

Let us be frank and leave formalities aside. No amount of consolation or
words of sympathy could alleviate the untold grief his dear wife Jayanthy and
parents-in-law have. The Tamil community is left poorer by his loss. It is not
searching to find as to why this happened or who did it. But it knows very well,
beyond any doubt, that if the man who fired those fatal shots on that fateful day three
months ago had known the inner self of Vino, the man, he would not have raised that
gun.

Thiru uncle.
- ISLAND 3rd AUGUST 1995-
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AN APPRECIATION

I Came to know my late friend Vino primarily because we belonged to adjoining
Villages in Jaffna. As I amusually supportive of love matches, we become closer.
This made him to visit me quite often and gradually he became a close friend of my
family as well.

He requested my services for Manipay M. P. C. S. and I served as its Vice-
President till. I resigned from that post due to a dispute over the selection of a Steno-
typist. But he was magnanimous enough to continue the friendship.

For my 60th Birthday celebrations which was held in Canada, my good friend
made a special trip from Europe where he was on a holiday and even spoke at that
function recollecting all our past. Again we both met in January 1995 at Sea Avenue
and chatted at length little realising what was going to happen, the frailty of human
life.

One morning on that fateful day I was rudely awakened by a Fax message
from our friend Barry informing Vino’s tragic end. I could not believe that he had
any enemies.

During our period of friendship what attracted me towards him was hisever-
smiling contented child-like face, sense of humour, incredible memory, fair-
mindedness, forgiving heart and socialised behaviour,

. . te
People take solace in the belief that Fast has decreased that way. I always
wonder whether Vino’s untimely end was as a result of some misguided person
misusing his free will. It was a grievous mistake imposed on the Tamil cause in

particular and to the country in general. e
\
They say that TIME heals everything but we know 1sn’s so always; it hurts

as much today as it did one year ago.

It is my firm belief that politics dose not bring about any solution; in fact, it
creates more problems but the painful and inescapable destiny of the nations
depends on the politicians for solutions; Alas!! a lost world.

It takes only a little space

To write how much we all miss you

But it will take the rest of our lives

To forget the DAY we LOST You.
Sadly missed and fondly remembered by me and family

Suntharathas Master
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“LETTER TO OUR COUSIN VINODHAN”

Our dear cousin

For a long time we had wanted to sit with you and spend a carefree, lazy few
hours talking of “shoes and ships and ceiling wax, of cabbages and kings” We had
in fact looked forward to such time, but being habitual proorastinators we never got
downtoit. We are all deeply sorry, we never had the pleasure of this “get - together”.
Most of all, because we were certain, that whatever you had say would have
wrapped in your own unique brand of humour and wit. It would have been
knowledge, tempered with experience, delivered without any semblance of patron-
age. Unfortunately it was not to be so, and believe us we deeply regret it.

Because compelling circumstances scattered us in different directions, to
many countries we did not long share life together with you in the same community
and country. Yet we all feel a closeness to you shich is certain not derived from
physical prosimity. It stems from a special love, friendship and caring you had for
us which perhaps goes beyond lives and minds. Your concern we know was not
limted to your kith and kin. It transcended narrow family and, extended to touch
those who needed assistance wherever they were.

Whether you are heare with us physically or not, our friendship with you will
surely last for a long time, because it was established at much deeper levels. We can
see you chuckling, but you know it is true.

You had a vision of a society based on equality, justice and humanism, free
from divisiveness and violence. We know how hurt you were when you saw
suffering. How willing you were to take riskes and make sacrifices, to make our
home country a good and beautiful place it was meant to be. Unfortunately for all
of us, others did not share your faith and vision. May be, you were too far ahead of
them in this regard.

We can visualise you, standing among us, dressed in a simple sarong and shirt,
your body quaking with laughter. narrating some humorous incident of the past,
gesticulating and acting out the various characters involved. Those days can never
return. But as GIBRAN says when you part from your friend, grieve not, for that,
which you love most in him may he clearer in his absence, as the mountain to the
climber is clearer from the plain. Now we understand how much you tower above
your contemporaries.

Of course we will miss your charm and hospitality. your warmth and advice.
but imagin how dreary it might have been had we not known you at all. We thank




God for bringing us together, brief, though it was, to enjoy one anothers friedship.

The Bahavad Gita says, “THE WISE GRIEVE NEITHER FOR THE LIFE
THE DEAD, FOR BOTH LIFE AND DEATH SHALL PASS AWAY.

THE SOUL EXISTS BEYOND THOUGHT, BEYOND CHANGE, KNOW
THAT IT IS AND CEASE FROM SORROW. These words have consoled
bereaved man for centuries. They were spoken by the voice of God. We have faith
in them. In this knowlegde we rest, that you live, that you can see us and you can
feel our love.

As time slips by, we all have to shed these garments of our bodies and pass
on. We shall take with us nothing of that we posses, but only the good we have done,
and the kindness we have shown to others. You have alarge balance of these in your
account.

Inthe Dharmapadaitis said He who speaks words that are peaceful and useful
and true-words that offend no one - him I call a Brahmin.

Good byeand Rest well, Brahmin
Rest well Friend
Rest well Cousin

We pray God keeps you on his lap,'like he does our other loved ones who have
gone ahead. ‘

Your loving cousins in Australia and U.S.A.
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OUR BOSS

Cheerfulness, Sympathatic, Benovelance, Placability, For bearance are some
of the words that comes to my mind when I think of our Boss.

Yes, his sudden demise under tragic circumstances is not only felt by his
family but by all with whom he associated even for a short period especially by our
office staff.

We all miss his cheerful voice, his optimism and his sence of humour which
used to keep us through rough time in a hard working day. He is a friend of a human
race. He was very understanding. when I resigned my job to sit for my examination
in the middle of the month, he did not hesitate or get angry, on the contrary he wished
me and gave me my full month salary to which I was not entitled

His approch towards any problem was very pragmatic. He always respected
the truth. He was always reluctant to punish his employees or others. Solet us follow
his forgiving and forbearing nature and carry on from where he left.
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KUMARASWAMY VINODHAN

“Greater love than this no man hath, but that he laith down his life for his
friend”

On that sad and fateful Friday, 28th April 1995, Vinodhan Kumaraswamy E
shed his last drop of blood for his friend - the country and its people he loved and
served.

He was my Boss and yet my friend, but no, he was more than a Brother to me.
Kind and gentle, soft spoken but with and outgoing personality, he was a human
being with divine Qualities which are very rare in this avaricious world. He was
unselfish and generous to a fault. He was a businessman but yet a gentle man to the
finger tips. He was a politician, but a-politician par excellence. His politics was not
to gain positions for himself and his family but to serve the country and its people
with dedication. This he did till evil forces decided to extinguish his life so that they
would be free and unshettered to serve their own ignominious ends.

O Brother, you are physically no more with us but your spirit will always be
with us to guide us in the difficult tasks ahead in the straight and narrow path.

S. Ranjith
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OUR CHAIRMAN

My Boss Mr. Vinodhan Kumarasamy was a well educated, helpful person. He
was giving his services ungrudgingly to all people irrespective of Caste, Creed and
Race, rich or poor.

T'have known him only for a short period of time, but during this period T have
come to understand him as a very sincere and God - fearing person.

If someone had any problem he would laugh and help him to solve the
problem. He never used harsh words at any one.

He was a very peace loving person, but he was very cruelly assasinated on the
28th April 1995. This was indeed a very unfortunate day for all of us. We still
continue to miss him and his memory will always be with us.
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MR. KUMARASAMY VINODHAN

A Gentleman fondly remembered by all
A Gentleman proudly praised by all

A Loving person always loved by all

A Helping person always in that mood
A Devout Hindu but admires the others

A Strict Vegetarian but feeds others their delicacies

A Wealthy man but not a miser

A Lawyer by profession but noble to it

A Lawyer who appears but never demands reward

A Person amiable in habits and available always

A Politician but with principles

A Politician who takes up victory & defeat in the same spirit

A Politician in every sense but not greedy for power

A Politician with principles he never changes them

A Politician who could not be bought over

A Loyal Politician who stood by the party whether in victory or defeat
A Party Man but safe guarded the rights of the members

A Party Man but who dared to say Right is Right & Wrong is Wrong
A Businessman always honest & hard working

A Loveable Boss but not Bossy

A Loveable Boss who respects the staff |

A Loveable Boss who understands the staff

A Boss who keeps the staff roaring in laughter




A Person who creates work to create employment opportunities
A Familied person always sharing the family responsibility

A Familied person always caring for them

A Relative always caring for the relations

A Friend always caring for the friends

A Rich person always caring for the poor
A Noble person always caring for the down trodden

A Person with no enemies but with inmemorable friends

A Person always refusing personal security

s

A Person of the above calibre alas meets his end in a tragic way

The fateful day 28th April 1995

Friday a holy day for him

Sets out for his visit to temple
Bullets pearses his body

Blood flows like a river

He lay in blood

The Heartless assassin vanishes

Relatives & Staff stand in shock & a noble, humble & respectful passes away the
wife & child shocked silently weep by his side

s
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His body leaves all of us

Late Mr.K.Vinodhan is with us for all times wife,child, relatives, friends, acquaint-
ances

Pray May you Rest in Peace
Fondly Remembered by
Thambippillai Visvanathan Family.




MR. K. YINODHAN

Its Painful to write a memorial to a good friend. He belived as Mahatma
Gandhi did that “All men are Brothers”.

Some of us had the privilege of working with him very closely for almost 5
years. He was a very simple, good hearted person. He considered all of us who
worked with as members of his extended family. He showed no difference between
persons of different class and stationin life. Tohim every one was one human family
who deserved a fair and just share from life. He was a true socialistin word and deed.
Very often he would himself walk up to our desks should be need anything. The
friendly manner and witty coments often left visitors to our office amazed. They
have never seen a head of an organization so approachable to any one. He was
devoid of importance and arrogance. Even in an argument he never lost his temper
or used hard words, he believed that what is said can never be taken back. Any hurt
caused by such word take long healing. People came to him some in desperation,
others not so but everyone was given a patient hearing very often extending very
often extending in to his family time and rarely did they go empty handed. He was
generous to a fault, sometimes to the extent of exploitation . Some interpreted his
kindness as weakness. The entire office staff from the Director to the office aid
would be invited to his home for get - to - together. When the crowd whittles down
to a handfull of us he would talk about his school days and Law College days. His
repeated tales of his Law College days gave the impression to the listners that those
were his well loved years. He had a fine sense of humour, which kept us going in
to the wee hours of the morning. His wit would often surface during tight situations.
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The many lessons we learned in his life time journey he would apply in much
later years quoting such experiences. He never forgot whatever walk of life they
came from and the genuine friends he made he always treasured and preserved their
friendshop.

His command of the Tamil Language both spoken and written had left me in
many times. He would quote chapter and verse from famous writers and poets aptly
in such contexts.

He was no lover of time schedules and never wishes to be dictated by whether
in office or outside he was the master of his own time.

One of greasest failings was he never could distingush the good from the wile.
He considered everyone genuine. As he himself would never dream of harming
anyone. He would never have imagined anyone would harm him. He worked on
such theories most times and the last of it left him down and so fatally.

- SAKUNTHALA MANDALESWARAN -
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Sweet Rememberance

I am luckey because I had a chance to move with him since my birth. I spent
more time with them. Than my parents. my first steps were taken at his house. He
was very keen about my studies and used to teach me English. He used to come next
door and call out for me with thamby Abbayan at 5 in the morning.

I call them Asai appa & Asai Amma, one night he jokinyly told me to call
them Asai appu & Asai Achchi.

Son

Lathan
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I was preparing for his stay home while on his official visit. I can’t imag-
ine or believe until to decide why on earth of all people my beloved brother
became a victim. A man who has done all good to the poor and needy must not
be forgotten by the Sri Lankan. Brother Vino has left us to mourn in great pain.

Kanesan. (Malaysia)
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LIVED AND WORKED FOR OTHERS

Mr.Kumarasamy Vinodhan was one among few who lived and worked for
others and not for themselves.

I was associated with him from the time he was working as President,
Manipay M.P.C.S Union. I was working in Jaffna during this period and was
transfered out of Jaffna being a Goverment Servant to a different Department in
Colombo and this made me to loose close contact with him.

After a break of several years while leading a retired life in Colombo, 1
received a message from late Mr.Vinodhan requesting me to conact him. I made an
appointment with him over the telephone and met him at his Residence. He
suggested to me that an active Goverment Servant should not idle at home and
requested me to join his Company and work. On the following day I was taken by
him to his Company Factory at Maradhana and asked to be in charge of the work
which was completely new to me. The work was new but his advise and directions

were so well conveyed and I picked up the work load in a short period and carried
on to his satisfaction.

Although he had the responsibility of maintaining his business establish-

ments he never failed to find time to help his employees, friends and relations and
others in solving their problems.

During the time when the people of Jaffna were finding it difficult to purchase
in Jaffna or transport from out side Dry Food items, Milk Foods, Coconut Oil and
other urgent requirements he organised and arranged to transport by ship several
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parcels of items purchased and handed over to him and had the parcels distributed
in Jaffna and earned the good will and respect of the people. This was possible
because he had the corporation and assistance from his friends and associates from
all communities. There was several requests asking him to continue the same
method of transport of food items for distribution but circumstances beyond his
conrtrol prevented same. '

Even months before he was deprived of his life, Mr. Vinodhan was very actively
working to impress on the Government authorities the difficulties the people of
Jaffna undergo in crossing the lagoon and come to the Main Land for meeting their
relations, purchasing essential food items, medicines etc. and also to contact their
relations and children employed in Colombo and in foreign countries and get urgent
monetary assistance.

Likewise he had been working round the clock not even having his meals at the
proper times for the sake of others, whereas he could have lived and enjoyed life
with the resorces at his disposal.

“MAY WE PRAY FOR HIS SOUL TO ATTAIN PURITY AND WE WHO HAD

HIS GUIDANCE LIVE UP TO HIS EXPECTATIONS”
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Suitsertand B. Rishna Manthy

Such a generous and kind hearted young person with a great and promissing
future has been removed, just at a time he was striving his utmost to promorte to
peace process in your country.

N )

s #  GCprgHled Iwwren Gy wrwTme  Fi5H G
SWFEHSUTHGNTD. wawT G&Fnearer wwrfM gfeow Technical college &b
Criisg ew@Gliys@ Cursayid QS ML md) 2 &renmiy.

& ST & Hluw T uflevf]

aSlenmeor.
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Of Vinodhan I can say that I know of greatness and nobility of his character
and nature of his devotion and of his aad selfless ways the very virtes that
ultimately led to his demise. It is usual to speak well of the dead, but in Vinodhan’s
case all what we have heard about the goodness of his nature was during his lifetime.
It may be of comfort and relief to you that many others share their grief with you
and will his loss, particularly the many more who have been recipients and
beneficiaries of his chief goodwill and nature.

Feelings are personal and can never be explained or expressed. Time is said
to heal but will & always lessen of diminish the grief, sorrow and loss felt &
experienced by these closest dearest to him.

Vipula (Australia.)

% % % B %

He was indeed a very noble broad minded & kind hearted person of many rare
virtues. Perhaps unknown to many, to has helped to their feet in life. Hundreds of
young men in our area & these would share with you your great grief at this moment
of a affliction.

S. Ambalavanar
Retired Principal.
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