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President of Sri Lanka

MESSAGE OF HER EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

It is with much pleasure that | issue this message of good wishes in connection
with the All-Island Tamil Language Day.

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education annually holds the All-Island Tamil
Language Day on 19th July in commemoration of the great Tamil Scholar, Swamy
Vipulanandar whose death anniversary falls on this day. The late Swamy Vipulanandar
had the unique distinction of serving as the first Professor of Tamil at both the Annamalai
University of India and the Peradeniya University of Sri Lanka.

Among hundreds of languages in Asia, Tamil is a language with a glorious history
and a literature which is rich in many aspects. Tamil, which is the mother-tongue of many
millions of people living all over the world, is also an official language in Sri Lanka. Tamil
is one of the two main languages spoken in Sri Lanka, and therefore, the study of the
Tamil Language and its literature is bound to contribute  in great measure to the
strengthening of national unity. :

There are many scholars in India, Sri Lanka and Malaysia who are well-versed in
the Tamil Language and Literature and their contribution to the enrichment of world
Bterature is considerable.

In such context of things, the All-Island Tamil Language Day Programme and the
competitions held as part of it, assumes importance. The All-Island Tamil Language Day
Programme can play a vital role in building national unity, peace and prosperity.

I wish that the activities of the All-Island Tamil Language Day will meet with much
success.
P
CHANPRYKA BANDARANAIKE KUMARATUNGA
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Quiimss sarprues Genedles Guwrs

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka






MESSAGE FROM
THE HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND
HIGHER EDUCATION

I am pleased to give this message on the occasion of the
All Island Tamil Day Celebrations to be held at Matale on the
19th of July, 1996. These Celebrations are held every year on
the 19th of July in honour of the great Tamil Scholar Swamy
Vipulanandar who was the first Professor of Tamil both at the
University of Annamalai and at the University of Ceylon.

The aim of holding the Tamil Language Day is to develop
skills in Tamil Language, Literature, Drama and Music.
Competitians held in connection with this Day give opportunities
to the students, to display their talents in the above fields and
thereby develop their skills in reading, writing and speech. This
also creates an awareness and interest among the students to
learn the Tamil Language.

I wish the festival all success.

Richard Pathirana

Minister of Education and

Higher Education

“Isurupaya’’
Battaramulla,
02/07/1996
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MESSAGE FROM
THE SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF
EOUCATION AND HIGHER EDUCATION

It gives me great pleasure in giving this message to the
special souvenir that is being brought out on the occasion of
the All Island Tamil Language Day Celebrations. These
Celebrations are to be held on the 19th of July, 1996 at Matale
with the assistance of the Provincial Department of Education.
The All Island Tamil Day Celebrations organised by the Tamil
Unit of the Ministry of Education and Higher Education are held
annually on the 19th of July in honour of the great Tamil Scholar
Swamy Vipulanandar whose death anniversary falls on the 19th
of July.

The All Island Competitions are the culmination of a series
of Competitions in Tamil Language, Literature, Drama and Music
held at Zonal, District and Provincial Levels. These provide
opportunities to students to display their talents, and improve
the standards of Tamil in our schools.

I wish the All Island Tamil Language Day 1996 Celebrations

all success.
M.D.D. Pieris
Secretary,
Ministry of Education and
Higher Education
“Isurupaya’
Battaramuilla,

01/07/1996
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