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SYNOPSIS

The contributions of youths towards missionary
Activities

The most powerful force and energetic period of our life is youthfulness.
As it is commonly said that the present youths will be the future leaders of the
society. The youth stage is a tremendous and beautiful one. It desires always
to search for new things. The youths are always curious and interested in
knowing and verifying the matters. Their urge is always finding momentary
happiness than making plans ahead for the future. Therefore the youthness is

the special code of the society. Any how they too have obliged to contribute
their helping hand in building up the mission of the church.

Today we all live in the push button age where all the commodities are in
our hands. The globalization tends the youths to go after the worldly affairs,
negating the religious aspects. As aresult of that they lose the religious values.
It also makes competitions among youths in acquiring prestige, consuming the
digital gadgets and in earning money. Hence it is vividly known that youths
are always searching for power and big jobs with high remuneration. But
where as number of youths are being lost in life because of love affairs, drugs
addiction, unethical immoral behaviours and uneducation. Moreover, they are
losing their purpose and sense of their existence. They are frightened to
challenge their life against worldliness.

The Catholic Church pays much attention on youths and invites them to
extend their hands in building up the church and its mission. Jesus Christis a
model for all the youths. He too had gone through with feelings. emotions,
enthusiasms and desires as one of us here on earth.

He had toiled in serving with dedication in establishing the values of the
kingdom of God. Therefore it is an invitation from God to all the Christians to
be the salt of the earth and light of the world. The ulterior mission of the
church is to proclaim the word of God to all the nations.

In Christian faith, Jesus who lived two thousand years ago, died and rose
from death lives even today. Youths should follow his footsteps and personalize
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his ideals and commitments and it is this discipleship that can be the best
way in knowing him.

Jesus did not live in this world even up to 35 years. His public ministry
lasted only 3 years. Even then innumerable people have been attracted by the
personality of Jesus, by the fulness of his humanity and his great ideals of life,
~many became his disciples. So we should accept Jesus as a great man and an
ideal model for human life, especially for youths.

His mission-has transcended the barriers of caste, religion, race and sex.
His love for the poor, children, sick, orphan depressed are of a unique kind.
He was servant to all but friend of the poor. He emptied himself and became
one with the poor and suffering. Humility and weakness towards the poor and
courage towards the leaders of the sociéty are two aspects of his social stand.

Therefmje', the life of Jesus should become the path of life for the youth. It
may be difficult to live a life of Jesus which is recognized as hard and fast
life. Any how, with the help of grace, it is. posmbh, to bun'erder themselves to
the will ofGod

Practical Affairs

The youth should take initiatives and co-operate with Parish Priests in all
necessities. '

They should be united as one and do activities for the betterment of the
Parish and the Church.

All the youths of the Parish are ehpec‘red to partake in the youth associations
and its activities.

. They:_should work for 1iberatic;n and sténd for truth.

Y(')ungs"tersbare'the signs of a Moral society

As aresult of our spiritual search for God, human beings come to the awareness
' that they are created in the image and likeness of God. Such an understanding
alone can assist human beings to determine their life in the society.
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Though there are many factors which assist humanity to build up a disciplined
society, more than the other factors the youngsters have a great role in that.
Due to the radical changes in the present era, much expectation is laid on the
shoulders of the young generaticns, because they are not only the leaders of
tomorrow, but they are the leaders of the present time too.

So the world is in need of forming the youngsters in such a way to buildup a
disciplined society. In this formation for youth many factors are playing their
roles necessarily, such as exemplary life of some personalities, environment,
family situation, schools, college and universities and also the Medias of the
modern world. Apart from the above factors, sacred scripture also plays a
main role in the formation of youth.

But at present we often listen to the comments, made by almost everyone that
youngsters are the main reason for the evil things that take place in society,
also many are tempted to put the blame on the youth without fulfilling their
responsibilities toward them. The special task of forming the youth depends
on the society, because their life from their infancy onwards is influenced by
the environment and the society around.

So instead of blaming the youngsters, we should influence them to come out
with their abilities and capabilities.

Therefore it is the duty of the society to support the youth through proper
approach and exemplary life in view of building up a disciplined society.

Youth in the Bible

The example of others can be powerful teaching tools for the young people.
The modern life style and the extreme secularizing tendencies influence the
youngsters towards the idea of inability to overcome their physical and moral
temptations. The extreme influence of political, social and religious principles
make the youngsters to lose their own unique values of their personal, ethnic,
religious identity, and they become unable to be courageous, prudent, sensibie,
wise in their words and actions. At the same time the exemplary life of the
young persons in the bible especially, Joseph, Daniel, John and Stephen edifies
the present youngsters who are facing many challenges in their daily lives.
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Joseph not only avoided in participating in his brothers” misconducts but
also he forgave his hostile brothers and accepted them. He overcame the
temptations of committing sin against his chastity. Daniel despite the challenges
and difficulties and persecutions he faithfully observed his religious, ethic, and
social values. His knowledge, wisdom, talents made him to be in a high position
in the administration of the country. John was faithful to the love of Jesus
even by standing at the foot of the cross. He was respectful and obedient to
Peter, the senior leader. Stephen was a man of God and of good repute in the
society and dedicated himself to social work. He stood against the false
accusations without fear and boldly witnessed to truth and justice. The above
specific characteristic of Joseph, Daniel, John and Stephen helps and
encourages the present youngsters to overcome their challenges and to follow

their model and lead a good life.

According to the C‘hristian concept, the problems that
are faced by the youth & the solutions.

Youth are the backbone of this world. They too have weaknesses,
challenges; difficulties and amidst of all these they aim high in different fields.
So looking at this view we could conclude that youth of this age are active,
alive & courageous. Nothing is impossible for the youth of this world. Whatever
the field they grow & whatever the achievements they succeed but they
undergo a lot of hardships during their existence.

The problems such as unemployment, immoral behaviour, political
problems, pressure from the parents as well as peer group & so on. If we
come to a solution for these problems we should not reflect our model who
lived only 33 years that would be the precious age of the youth i.e. Jesus
Christ. He underwert a lot of problems & hardships when he took up his
mission. But he never loses his heart & mind but he had a great conviction on
his vision. This would be the success for his fruitful mission.

: -.So._'t'oday Jesus” life is:‘amode] & example for all the youth. Joy &
woe are woven in this life & so man is made for joy & woe. We should go
with hope &courage to face the challenges especially the youth have to be

directed well by the family :society & church.
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Sexual education on the view of Socio, Political &
Church

Bodily life is a lofty gift of God. So it is sacred. God has entrusted this
life to man’s freedom and co-responsibility. So man is not an independent
Lord of his life but he is only a steward under the sovereignty of God. Therefore
respect for a person’s life, his bodily and mental integrity is very important.
Bodily, social psychological, cultural, religious directions are very important
for the wholistic growth of a man. Sex is a mixture of everything (Body,
feelings). Spiritual sex education is also very necessary.

Marriage is a Covenant by which a man and a woman establish
between themselves a partnership of their whole life and which of its very
nature is ordered to the well being of the spouses and to the procreation and
upbringing of children. It is also a great vocation and a sacrament as well as a
social institution.

There are some current problems concerning parenthood, and
marriage, namely homo sexuality, surrogate motherhood, in vitro fertilization,
Abortion etc.

The creation story of the Bible Gen 1: 27 emphasizes the equal dignity
of the sexes. However, while recognizing the equality of the sexes, we must
also acknowledge the diversity. The sexes are not merely distinguished by
their sexual organs, their whole anatomic system and also their Psychological
qualities and spiritual disposition differ.

Therefore sex is understood as a way of expressing the experience
of that ultimate togetherness that is called LOVE. Hence sex is justified, even
sanctified, as soon as and only as long as it is an expression of Oblative Love.
Therefore, the ultimate criterion for norms in sexual ethics is Love and growth

in Love.
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Guides and models
The anxiety of the elders

Today, the main issue of the parents, elders, teachers and other religious
leaders is the topsy-turvy conduct of the youngsters. Our society finds it
- difficult to face the new situations after May 2009. The cause for the sudden

_.change in the mora] ity of the youngsters would be attracted to the 30 years

of past history. -
: - Understanding rhe present Sztuanon

The post war period has made much 1mpact on our youngsters directly and
indirectly more than that done during the war time. Youngsters were forced
to carry the burden of war on their shoulders directly during the war time.
Thus, they were made to sacrifice their education, occupation, prosperous
life in order to fight. Thousands of youngsters sacrificed their lives. Even
after the war many are carrying the scars of war in their hearts and body.
The post war period is totally different. Many modern and attractive burdens
have been loaded upon them.

Miss call culture

- The hand phone has become part and partial of the youngsters. The
. usage of the hand phones though high, more than that they become
~ the very nuisance for them. The problem of miss call is one of the

burning issues of the youth.

Usage of Internel.

Through the internet the world has come to the fingertips of the
youth. By the hand phones they carry the world in their palm and
with the touch they see the world. They see what our culture prohibits
and they hear what our tradition bans. They are cheating as well as
being cheated in the chat and in the face book.

- Addiction
In Many ways the youngsters have become addicted to drinking,

drugs and other habits that control and ruin their lives. Especially,
the usage of heroine among the students is very sad to hear.

Destruction in the values.
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Because of the sudden defeat and despair in our Tamil society there
is much confusion. Youths try to live as they want forgetting our
tradition, culture and our restricted way of life. They are curious to
experience all the opportunities that they come across in this modern
world. Prostitution becomes a profession.

The question of the youth

The youth being in these situations, raise a question that is “what should I do
to receive eternal life?” this question was asked by the rich young lad to
Jesus, who answered him to follow the simple human rules and regulations
which are essential and basic for life.

Follow me

That rich young man could not follow the teachings of Jesus. So he went
with sorrowful face. Jesus’ way is not easy, full of challenges. Jesus was
able to assure that man to follow him, in order to get eternal life.

Now how many of our elders, parents, religious leaders, social leaders are
ready and worthy to say “follow me” and to guide the youth.

When the guides become good parents, good teachers, and good priests
then the youth will get good models.

Some practical advices

Do not punish them in public

Do not compare the youth with each other
Partial and cliqueism is not good

Appreciate even a small good matter

Do not try to escape from problems

Share their successes and achievements happily
Forget and forgive their mistakes

Don’t burden them with much responsibilities
Show interest in developing relationship.
Explain your desires and expectations clearly.

Be patient.
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Message of international youth day-2011

Vatican II is a mile stone in the history of the church. This document underlines
the importance of laity and youth and invites all to build up a church on the
basis of the kingdom values such as love, justice and peace. The late Pope
John Paul I beautifully accounted that the youth are the future pillars of the
church and he further says, “we cannot even think of a church without youths”.
They have to use modern technology and communication and make the kingdom
values flourish. Every youth is a valuable possession of the church and their
lives have to be illumined by faith in God. It is obvious that the grace of God
was working in the lives of the young Joseph and David.

It should be appreciated that the year 2011 has been declared as the year of
“Catholic Youth”. In order to make the year much active, about 1.5milliion
youth from all over the world gathered in Madrid, Spain where Pope Benedict
XVI spoke out and invited the youth to travel towards holy life by spreading
the roots in Christ and in his teachings. To execute thls task four suggestions
are given: ; -

From the deep spring of desires _
Building up the church by rooting oﬂeségf inChrist.

) .Bging firm in Faith e .
Believing Christ 'Withdut having access to 'fhé senses.

Finally every youth has to realize the puxpose of his very being on earth and
has to witness Christ by renewing creation, respecting the dignity of every
person,. practlsmg the Chrlstlan values and rebp(,ndlng to God’s call whole-

heartediy

St J ohn Bosco

. St. John Bosco was born in Northem Italy, in the city of Turin on 16" of
August in 1855 in a poor peasant family. At the age of two he lost his father
his mother educated him as possible as she could in spite of her poverty. Ina
dream he realized his vocation that is to rescue voung lads from evil ways and
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to train them in an honest trade by means of gentleness and kindness. So
after his ordination he set out deliberately to cultivate every means for gaining
their confidence and friendship by Juggling sleight — of — hand tricks, tight —
rope walking, playing the violin, singing, telling stories and games. Through
the above methods he began and ends with a simple catechism instruction, the
recitation of the Rosary or an explanation of the morning’s sermon.

Asst. John’s work became better known and supported by ‘cooperators’. he
was able to establish regular night schools and put everything on a permanent
basis by founding his Salesian Institute in Turin under the protection of our
Lady Help of Christians and St. Francis de Sales. Full time technical schools,
apprentice workshops and dormitories were built by this God- inspired educator,
through them his boys learned their religion, reading, writing, and a trade under
a remarkable educational system, based upon frequent confession and daily
mass.

St. John Bosco could read the hearts of his pupils, and they in turn knew him
to be a saint. His unique influence over others is well illustrated by the occasion
on which he was, after much hesitation, permitted to take 300 convicts from
the city jail on a day’s outing, unaccompanied by any guards. In order to
extend his beneficent work also to young girls, the saint founded the Daughters
of Our Lady Help of Christians in 1872.

St. John Bosco died on January 31, 1888 and was canonized in 1934. In Sri
Lanka there are more than 11 institutions in the name of Don Bosco, where
many youngsters are trained for various vocations, such as mechanics,
electricians, carpenters, computer engineers etc. In Nov. 19-31,2011 the relics
of Don Bosco was brought to Sri Lanka. .

Do the best you can, God and Our Lady will do the rest” St. Don Bosco.
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