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pe Speaks:
Fighfiﬁg Pavmy fo Build Peace
Pope Benedict XVI proposed a reflecnon on the
heme : Fighting Poverly to Build Peace; in his message
the world Day of Peace, 2009.

Pope rpjﬁerred to the Message for the 1993 World
of Peace by his predecessor Pope John Paul Il and
aid, Poverty is often a contributory foctor or a
‘ompounding element in conflicts, including armed ones.
n turn, these conflicts fuel further tragic situations of
overty. Our world shows increasing evidence of another
-ave threat to peace: many individuals and indeed whole
eoples are living l‘oday' in condition of extreme poverty.

e gap between rich and poor has become more marked,
n in the most economically developed nations. This is a
blem which the conscience of humanity cannot ignore.
The church’s social teaching has always been

oncerned with the poor: '

- Pope extend to every disciple of Christ and to
ry person of good will a warm invitation to expand
ir hearts to meet the needs of the poor and to take
atever practical steps are possible in order to help
m.
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Tt is Faith that counts
not mere Laws

M.Jegan Kumar_Coonghe (O.M.1)

“For the Law brings

wrath; but Where there is no
law neitheris there violation...”
(Rom 4:15)

Saul of Tarsus, a
Benjaminite student of Ga
maliel and a faithful Pharisee
could not stomach hearing the

Christian profes sion of Jesus .

of Nazereth as ‘Christos et
- kyrios’. It made him still furious
to see these Christian who
break the covenantal laws
which were believed as the
only access to salvation and
redemption. “The law of the
Lord is perfect, reviving the
soul; the decrees of the Lord
are sure, making wise the
simple...” (Ps.19:7).

This great Saul was
transformed into Paul, the
Apostle of gentiles, by a deep
encounter with Jesus on his
way to Damascus. The Jewish
laws which were eminent for
him before the encounter
became useless when there

is no faith in Jesus Christ.
‘Now it is evident that no one
is justified before God by the
Law; forthe onewhois righteous
will live by faith...” (Gal. 3:11)

Paul didn't totally reject
the value of Law, but he
emphasized that it is not the
law that gives salvation, but it
is the faith and which is a
sheer gift from God, that only
can save humankind. Paul
portrayed great people like
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
sarah, as justified before God,
only by faith not through law.
Pauls teachings on faith
enabled the Gentiles to be
equal before the Jews,
because faith is a gift not an
acquisition. :

“Anditis nolonger | who
live, but it is Christ who lives in
me...” (Gal. 2:20).

( sevoLdust, peduf - 2008 )
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Brb.S.uke Vincent

The New Testament is the
second part of our Christian
Bible. There are twenty seven
books in the New Testament,
out of which twenty one are
called epistles or letters. They
can be divided into : (1) Pauli
ne letters. The letters which
are attributed to Paul the
Apostle. They are thirteen in
number (Romans, I, 1l Corinthi
ans, Galatians, Colossians, |,
Il Thessalonians, Ephesians,
Galatians, Philippians, Phile
mon, | Il Timothy and Titus). (2)
Catholic episties : They are
written to the universal
Church and seven in number;
(James, |, Il Peter, 1, 11, 1ll John
and Jude).

In the course of his apostolic
work, Paul wrote many letters
to various Christian
Communities or Churches he
had founded or known directly
or indirecily.

Certainly Paul's letters for the -
most part were written to the
needs of specific recipients in.
a given situation; they were
often conversational in style
meant to take the place of
specific visit. His sufferings
contain theological and moral
teaching of a general Chara -
cter, in passages composed
with situated care. Undoubte
-dly they must not be regarded
as a systematic exposition of
Christian doctrine to be
interpreted in the abstract.
Paul also clearly intended his
letters as a means to comple
- te his teaching and diffuse it
beyond the circle of his
immediate readers. Paul
wrote these letters primarily
as a pastor, deeply and
personally concerned about
the firmness of the faith and
holiness of the ethical life of
Christians.
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It is Faith that counts
ot mere Laws

M.Jegan Kumar_ Coonghe (O.M.1)

' “F-c_)r the Law brings

wrath; but where there is no
law neither-is there violation...”
(Rom 4:15)

Saul of Tarsus, a
Benjaminite student of Ga
maliel and a faithful Pharisee
could not stomach hearing the
Christian profes sion of Jesus
of Nazereth as ‘Christos et
- kyrios’. It made him still furious
to see these Christian who
break the covenantal laws
which were believed as the
only access to salvation and
redemption. “The law of the
Lord is perfect, reviving the
soul; the decrees of the Lord
are sure, making wise the
simple...” (Ps.19:7).

This great Saul was
transformed into Paul, the
Apostle of gentiles, by a deep
encounter with. Jesus on his
way to Damascus. The Jewish
laws which were eminent for
him before the encounter
became useless when there

is no faith in Jesus Christ.
“Now it is evident that no one
is justified before God by the
Law; for the one whois righteous
will live by faith...” (Gal. 3:11)

Paul didn't totally reject
the value of Law, but he
emphasized that it is not the
law that gives salvation, but it
is the faith and which is a
sheer gift from God, that only
can save humankind. Paul
portrayed great people like
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
sarah, as justified before God,
only by faith not through law.
Pauls teachings on faith
enabled the Gentiles to be
equal before the Jews,
because faith is a gift not an
acquisition. y '

~ “Anditisnolonger I who
live, but it is Christ who lives in
me..."” (Gal. 2:20).
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Bro.S.Diuke Vincent

The New Testament is the
second part of our Christian
Bible. There are twenty seven
books in the New Testament,
out of which twenty one are
called episties or letters. They
can be divided into : (1) Pauli
ne letters. The letters which
are attributed to Paul the
Apostle. They are thirteen in
number (Romans, |, Il Corinthi
ans, Galatians, Colossians, |,
Il Thessalonians, Ephesians,
Galatians, Philippians, Phile
mon, | Il Timothy and Titus). (2)
Catholic epistles : They are
written to the universal
Church and seven in number;
(James, |, 1l Peter, 1, 11, il John
and Jude).

In the course of his apostolic
work, Pau!l wrote many letters
to various Christian
Communities or Churches he
had founded or known directly
or indirectly.

Certainly Paul’s letters for the -
most part were written to the
needs of specific recipients in.
a given situation; they were
often conversational in style
meant to take the piace of
specific visit. His sufferings
contain theological and moral
teaching of a general Chara -
cter, in passages composed
with situated care. Undoubte
-dly they must not be regarded
as a systematic exposition of
Christian doctrine to be
interpreted in the abstract.
Paul also clearly intended his
letters as a means to comple
- te his teaching and diffuse it
beyond the circle of his
immediate readers. Paul
wrote these letters primarily
as a pastor, deeply and
personally concerned about
the firmness of the faith and
holiness of the ethical life of
Christians.
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THE WORD OF GOD
IN THE LIFE AND
MISSION OF

THE CHURCH
Bro.A.Mac Mayooran

[he XII™ Ordinary
General Assembly of the
synod of Bishops had been
taking place from 5 to 26
October, 2008 in Rome. This
Synod desired to give the Word
of God as bread to the People
of God. Its aim was fo foster a
proper approach to biblical
hermeneutics and to correctly
direct the process of evangeli
zation and inculiuration. it alsc
intended to encourage ecu
menical dialogue, which is
closely linked to listening to the
Word of God and to promote an
encounter with Jesus and also
. get them engaged in interre
. ligious and inter cultural
dialogue. The synod proposed to
achieve this task by treating
the following areas.

- Revelation, the Word of
God, the Church
- The Word of God in the
Life of the Church
- The Word of God in the
Mission of the Church.
in this way, the foundatio nal
elements of the Word of God
might be united to its operation
inthe Church,

Bro.J.M. John Patrick

Human being is the
supreme of all creation. Because
of the sin he offended God, he
had hdden from the presence
of the Lord. And it also created
a great gap between God and
man. Knowing his weaknesses
God loued man and com-
manded him “be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and
subdueit”. The love he experi-
enced become a great source
for the chosen people of Israel.
The God who created and
saved the people from the Sla-
very promised a Messiah who
leads us to the fulfillment. His
word become flesh and lived
amomg us. His eternal word
giues us strength and hope in
order to imitale in life - style
and to lead a life of witnessing.
Jesus become man in order to
redeem us from the plight of
sin. We, living in a computer-
ized world, should keep his
eternal word in our lives and

 are expected to journey with

him in order to achieve the
plans that God has for us.
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SIRBnauentue
(M)

S.Vimalasekaran

St. Bonaventure was
born in Tuscany, in the year of
1221. Bonaventure himself
attests to having been cured
of a serious illness as a child
through -the intercession of
Francis of Assisi. He entered
the Franciscans in 1243.
Bonaventure was made a
Bishop in 1273 remained head
of the order until the chapter
May, 1274 and died in July of
that year. He was canonized
in 1482 and declared a Doctor
of the Church in 1588.

He was one of the well
educated person in the Church.
Sacred Scripture is never far
from his mind, yet his thought
and system are within the
frame work of the
magisteriam of the Church. th
Christology Bonaventure
advances little beyond his
predeces sors, at least in the
great questions concerning the
Incarnation. Yet he does
develop at some length the
perfection of human nature in
Christ. And also he cleanly

explained the Trinity of God by
using his knowledge of
Philosophy and Theo!og_y.

Bonaventure’s
Masiology is traditional, yet
reveals his personal touch
especially in his portrayed of
Mary's place in the life of
Christians. Her privileges stem
from her role as the Mother of
God and spiritual Mother of
Mankind.
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