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SYNOPSIS
~EDITORIAL: GOSPEL MUST BE RE-READ ON OUR SOIL
S.J. EMMANUEL

If the second phase of evangelization initiated by Vat. II
is to make the redeeming encouater of the pgospel with
the culture, religion, & socio-politicy-economic realitics of our
people, then the gospel must be re-read on the backgrouad
of‘ our Tamil contextual realities. i

CHRISTIANITY AND TAMIL CULTURE
Fr. 4. J. V. CHANDRAKANTHAN

Paul Tillich’s perceptive comment that ©religion is the
substance of culture and culture is a form of religion” des
cribes briefly but pointedly the binding relationship between
religion and culture. Throughout the history of its mission-
ary expansion, Christianity has influenced several cultures and
in this process many cultures have also had a significant
impact oa the historical cvolution of the Christian religion,

Roman C tholicism entered the Asian scene in the early
part of the 16th century and it was during this period that
Christianity came into active contact with the Tamil laaguage
and cuoliure. The inter-action between the two realities con-
tinues to have a creative impact on Tamil society in Scuth
Asia,

Besides the celebrated Tamil Christian Classical literature,
authored both by foreign missionaries as well as by native
scholars in the 17th and 18th centuries, the post-colonial
resurgence of native religions and cultures in recent years, the
post-Vatican II spirit of openness toward other religions and
culteres, and the significant contributions made by Tamil

Chyistian musicians, artists, liturgical experts, poets and theologians

have helped to foster a creative interaction besween Christanity and

Tamil enlture. In the Tamil regions of South Asia, annidst such
overwhelming numbers of non-Christians, Chnsttamiy cannot
grow as a healthy partner, unless it is willing to ener info
the inner realities of Tamil culture in a spirit of diglogue and
collaboration. This 1s the challenge that will bz faced by the
Christians in the coming decades. +
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PEBIRTH OF CHJRCHES TOWARDS INCULTURATION
Fr. S§. J, EMMANUEL

Inculturation s an incarnational process - encounter between
the present churches and the cuoltural realities of Asia, It faces
obstacles and problems arising mainly from (a) the past
history of the Churches (b) from the complex nature and role
of cultures in Asia and (¢) from the present attitude and
approach of the churches to this task. Though we may identify
and resolve the obstacles from within and without the church
under various disciplines such as Theological, Pastoral and
Juridical, there must be one Radical unity of all the attempts.
The same seed within the church must give birth to all these
attempts (ecclesiogeneric), Further, attempting inculturation as
divorced from inter-religious dialogue and from socio-political
mission of the church will lead to inconsistency .in life and
incredibility for our efforts. Only a radical and integral approach
through a regenerative process of the church can harmonise our
efforts, This process will consist in the pilgrim church dyimg 0 °
many long-cherished customs, practices and socio=political evils,
and at the same time, rising to new religiocultural and socio-
political values of our societies. Therein lies too the realisation
and fulfillment of the genuine role of the churches of Asia
towards the final Kingdom. *

CULTURE AND 2nd VATICAN COUNCIL
Bro. CHARLES COLLINS

Culture plays an important role in human life.

The word “culture”, in the general sense, refers to all those
things which go to the refining and developing of man’s
diverse mental and physical endowments.

Vatican II coming after the 2nd world war, initiated
concrete and decisive changes regarding the church in the
world, This is quite evident in the documents of Vatican IIL
It promoted the repewal of our liturgy by drawing from the
genius and talents of our culture. By this we take the man of
the place, as the serious subject of our faith.

" Therefore let us make use of our cultural expressions to
God and to make religion relevant' *
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CHRISTIANIZING_ TAMIL CULTURAL FESTIVALS
By. Rev Fr. BENNETTE FERNANDO

Tamil Christians have an intrinsic cultural relationship
with their Tamil brethren of other faiths (espcially Hindus).
We should strive to undernstand the nature and meaning of the
festivals of other faiths celebrated in our milieu, o.g., Harvest
Festival, Tamil-Sinhala New Year, Decpavali.

If we join our non-Christian brethren in this cultural ground
which is our common inheritance, this will enable us to have
better understanding of, and co-operation with, one another.
Thereby, we can attain peace, unity and love in our society—
essential values of the kingdom of God. This is one way of
working for the establishment of the kingdom of God in a
multi—religious context, *

’ma;, all the Sha&.ing,
all the ea"ziug,
and all the love
that is Christmas
fJ'aiug you 'special joy now
and _ f’ﬂaugkouf
a 'fm'gltf New yeat.

— Board of Editors
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