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SYNOPSIS
LAY EXPECTATI JN5 OF PRI:STLY FORMATION
Mr. R. Joseph

The laity has a definite role to play in the priestly formation.
All formation, begins in the family, and priestly formation is no
exception. The parish community becomes the seccnd cradle of
pricstly formarion. The personality and the attitudes of the pastor
as well as the active operation of fellowship - grours or basic -
christian communities in the parishes, are of great help for priestly
training.

In selecting candidates for priestly training, the chuich should
identity and select preferably those who are alreadv involved in
some lay ministries or apostolates and who show some [eadership
qualities. :

Swami Nallur Gnanapragasar, while doing his scholarly research
in Tamil, dedicated himself for ardent missionary work too.
Likewise our priests must combine pastoral ministries w'th specialised
studies and research.

The priest is no more a jack of all trades. Fle must be
humble enough to accept his limitations and consult and collaborate
with the laity at Jeast in matters pertaining to the world.

Pries'ly formation, as an on going process, needs fellowship
groups of priests to share problems, to pitay together and fo
build up fraternity and solidarity among them. Similarly the priests
ought to fosier closer relationship with the people and their
problems aad cultivate good relationship even with those outs'de
our churches with a spirit of openness and optimism

THE CHRISTIAN PRIEST.100D
Rev. Fr. 8. F. Emmanuel

The coming synod is to discuss . riestly Formation in the
Circumstances of Today’®, This presumes that the Theology of the
priesthood itself has been sutficiently studied and clarified, But
‘unfortunately the wision and spirit of Vat. Il have not yet been
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ddeguately taken into the theology of the priesthood. Although.
the priest has been acknowledged as the chief agent of all post-
Vat. II changes, the documents of Vat. Il on the Priesthood and
ecven the synodal document of 1571 on the priesthood have not
made suitable and adequate changes alng the spirit and wvision of
Vat. il. Hence the -post - Vat. Il crisis inthe priesthood continues
in diverse forms.

A courageous rethinking of the christian priesthood on ‘the
basis of the rich biblical insights gained during the last few decades,
coupled- with the general insights of Vat. II' with respect  to
th: understanding of God, church, spirit, world etc,. should
be attempted. The socio - political - economical realities have also
to be ‘considered as a determining factor 1or the priesthood.

Hence a return to such elements as discipleship, apostleship,
good - shepherd [leadership and presidentship of the Eucharist
(Fr. Raymond Brown, Priest & Bishop) must be attempted. The
formation me hods and the living of the priesthood (Spirituality)
must pay attention to that order of priorities. The present
order of considering all ordained to preside. at the - Eucharist
as being automatically ideal disciples of Christ, official preachers
and Jeaders ' of communities must be reversed ‘The right ‘order
of priority should be towards an intense - discipleship, a zealous'
apostoleship (of the message) a Good - shepherd leadership and
then, and only then, a meaningful presiding at the Eucharist,

SPIRI UAL FORMATION IN THE CODE
Rev Fr. R Joseph

The Church had ever since her beginning been forming clerics
and the norms of the code came from her sublime wisdom and the
long rich experience. Fullowing the example of Christ, the formator
of the first clerics, the Church considers it her duty and right to
form those seen capable of dedicating themselvcs permanently to
the sacred ministries, into mature, human, christian and spirit -
filled (persons. Norms in the New Code on formation of clerics
point out ways and means of liberating - candidates-« from" being -
mere men. They show & way of gradually opening - oneself to-
Pl 4
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-a life of complete and unconditional surrender to -the Holy Spirit.
This spiritual formation is seen as the summit and source ‘of
all other modes of Seminary formation.

THE EVOLUTION OF PRIESTHOOD
Bro. Arul Yavis

With the apostles growing old there ar se the problem of
their succession. Ihey hand:d on their ministries to other approved
men from among their collaborators

The first century witnesses a variety of ministries, namely,
apostles, prophets, teachers, evangelists, co - workers, helpers etc.

Withn a short tine of almost two centnries, most of these
ministries became extinet It was onlv the episcopate, presbyterate
and diaconate that stablized in the church. These triple ministries
were dominant for many centuries and acquired different grades
above the episcopate (Cardinal Archbishop Metropolitan) and
below the diaconate (sub - diaconate, acolyte, lector. ex arcist,
porter eic ).

These stablized structures lasted until reformation and when
Challenges were thrown against these ministries, the church defendcd
Its position by stressing the hierarchical structure of the church
and making the priest the minister of the church for all purposes.
The order of diocanate becomes a mere stepping stone for
the priesthood.

A new theology of the priesthood js emerging after Vatican
II. It is changing the whole strusture aid idea of mimistries in
the church so as to situate the priest in his new place.

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE SFCUL\R PRIEST
Rey. Er. Rayappu omi

By spirituality is meant a way of standing before Gud under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; a method, a way of lwing
the Gospel, which one adopts to work out one's sanctification.
Even though, there is, for ali christians one faith and one baptism,
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different peosie place the emphasis on different virtues, according
to the exigencies of their vocation.

The spirituality of the secular priest is the spirituality of
action of apostolic action, the spirituality of the Good Shepherd.
it is the spi‘ituality of pastoral service, which is an eff cacious
and ultimate sign of the gift of oneself for ths sake of others.
The spirituality of the secular priest who is a  '*CO - worker’
with Christ demands tbat he imitate Christ. the Good Sh pherd
in his pastoral activity

However the spirituality of action is uot to be confused with
activism, nam:ly an exaggerated inliulgence in activities for the
sake of feeling that one has accomplished many things.

Theol gy in Tamil

A course in Theology in Tamil was inaugurated in the diocese
ot Jaffna by Bishop Deogupillai.

The cowrse would provide a contextual theological formation
to the laity and also a fram:work to view contemporary issues
in a new thoological perspective.

This venure is an actualizati>-n of a wish often expressed
by the lay people themselves through the Laity Commission of
Jafina.

While the Laity Commission of the diocese is in charge of
planning and running the course, the academic staff of St Francis
Xavier’s semnary will be responsible for the lectures.
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