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SYNOPSIS
Editorial
“TAMILS MAKE UP BETHLEHEM':

Usuaily people stretch their imagination to former times in
making a crib for Christmas. This year the Situation of the
Tamils iu Sri Lanka - their thurst for freedom, justice and peace,
their refugee camps, their distroyed houses and murdered family
members -  their Struggle, Starvation and Survival - these make a
living crib for Christmas 1990.

When we reflect on the meauing and message of God
becoming man in our context, we give birth to our contextual
Christology.

fn the midst of deaths may this  celshration of a Birth
strengthen hopes of Peace, :

Rev. ¥r. S. J. Emmanuel

IS CHRISTIANITY A REFUGEE IN OUR LAND?

Arul Yavis

A refugee is a stranger to a place apnd roaming without
due comfort and soiace. When Christ came to this world, He
allowed himsell to be onc among men. Hoe become an ideal
human person. He was deeply affected by human reahtlcs This is
the essence of imcarnation.

Now afier Vatican II, the church proposes a new way of
approach, in keeping with this incarnation. She discourages the
transplantation of the church inte other cultures. Rather she
supports the conveying of the real essence of the christian message
in such a way, that it will take on flesh within that particular
culture and realities to form a new creation. Christianity is nojy
so much a system of truths. It is a new prophetic interpretation
of human realities in view of tbe new kingdom,
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 Qur land is yearning for peace and undergoing great
hardships. If Christianity cannot live wiih the people and experience
their sufferings and pains, it may become a stranger and refugee
to our land and may be alienated from the society.

INCARNATION IS FOR LIBERATION
M. V. E. Ravichandran

Tnearnation and liberation are closely related.  The Word
was made Flesh to liberate humanity from the slavery of sin. In
the Old Testament the emphasis was on political liberation. Jesus
was expected to bring liberation from the Roman domination.
But when Jesus came He did net identify Himself with any existing
movements of liberation. He formed His own movement: 2a
movement which works for the total liberation of humanity, and
for the coming of the Kingdom of God. He entrusted the Church
with this ministry of Iiberation for the Kingdom of God.

The Church throughout history has had different approacies
to this ministry.

1. The ministry entrusted to the Church is essentially of a Spiritual
nature. Therefore we should not have any connection With
ithe world.

2. Everything happens according to God’s will. What we have 1o
do is just to submit ourselves,

3. The Church shall work for the society; giving relief and
doing social services. -

4, The Church should work towards a structural change of the
society: a change which would imply the conversion of hearis
as well.

These approaches are found also in today’s society. But the
third way appears to be domingznt. What we require is the fourth
way. So let us study eur sociely, plan out a programme and set
about to work out the liberation as preached by Christ. We should
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. meot forget that we are a minority and in such effort we will
~ ‘have 1o face manmy trials. However, Jesus brought us liberation
‘-only through the Cross.

So, the mcarnation of Jesus calis us to work for the mission
ol liberation, He has entrusted to us.

GOD BECAME MAN: 4 MAN OF THE SOIL
F C. Paul Rohan

The human body depends on the soil for its origin and
its mourishment. Thus God became the man of the soil. iz
becoming man is an experience of His love and intimacy not only
with the humanity but also with all the realities of this planet-with
call the clements that give life fo humanmity,

Ecological problem has become a major one today. We see,

‘that, man is alienating himself from the soil and becoming more
and more selfish with regard to his relationship with the soil”
and with regard to the wuse of the resources thatare found in and
around the soil. Pollution of the environment, destruction of plants
and anmimals are on the increase. An increase of temperature in
the planet is seen as the main effects of these selfish action of
man.

The true christian life demands that we become deeply rooted
in the soil as God did and grow in the loving relationship of
pature and of God, It is the duty of every onme of us to hand
over this soil and its resources to our future generations unpoljuted
and uvnexploited.

All beings tend to perfection. And human beings can help
in this through a correct and econemical use of them. Man should
not alienate himself from the soil but rather, must love it and
be deeply rooted in it 2nd must try to prepare it for the coming
-of the Kingdom eof God,

PEACE OF CHRIST

Bro. [, Mavulis

The increasing trouble in our land, forces Christians to think
that the celebration of Christmas is meaningless, as 1t does not
bring about Peace for which we are lopging. History proves that
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the birth of Jesus did not bring about a peace and traaguity
85 we imagine.

Instead there was more anmguish in the form of  killing of
the innocents and refugees seeking asylum. To bring forth Christ
and his Values is a challenge and definitely causes disturbance,
as Jesus said, ‘1 have come to set fire’’., Peace cannot be a
real one unless it is built on  true Christian Values. So let os
ipok at the present realities with a Christian = perspeciive as a
struggle to bring forth Christ and His Values in the land.

THE VISIT OF THE MAGI; THE THEOLOGY OF Mt 2l -6
Kev. Fr. Michgel Savunthsranayagam

“*Where is he who has been born king of the lews?7"’ At
rais guestion of the Magi, Herod was froubled and with him alt
Jerusalem. by using the word, *‘Etarachthe’ Matthew has ms
it slear that the news seriously disturbed Herod and the who,
of Jerusalem. This word appears only one more time in matthew
t0 express the fear of the disciples who saw Jesus walking on
the water. '

The Magi do not use the word “<Christ’*. It is Herod who
identifies immediately that they are speaking about <the Christ”.
Apart from the fact that the new born child is the king of the
Jews, it appears that the fact that he is ‘*the Christ’’ causes Herod
serious worry. The same is true for the whole of Jerusalem The
mitle <king of the Jews'' takes us to calvary where the rejection of
Jesus reaches ifs climax. The Jews: prayed with. their [lips that
the Messiah should come, but their hearts were not ready fo
accept him,

The gentiles seek the help of the Jews to find the Messiah.
The Jews had all the knowledse and learning to dircet the Magi
to the Messiah in Bethichera,

Even for us knowing Christ is net possible by a
“‘knowledge” that is purely intellectual. It is an experience In fact
we come to kpow Him more and more by following Himu. This is
possible only when we are willing to | encounter Him and His
message in the context of our daily life. If wehave this attitude
we can eet Christ not only in the wonders of nature but also
hrough the most unexpected poor and lowly human beings.
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