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SYNOPSIS

EDITORITAL

Although the Asian Churches have lived amidst non-Christian
religions for centuries, they did not carry the problems
and challenges of this before Vatican II. Still, through the
instrumentality of other forces, the Holy Spirit moved the Council
to open the Roman Catholic Church to the world (GS), to other— .
religions (NA) and to other Churches (UR),

Tweniy-five years have passed. What is the level of
Ecumenism and Dialogue in our Tamil-spsaking context — in our
Hindu-Muslim context?

WHAT IS ECUMENISM?
BRO. S.J. Q. JEYARANIAN,

Beumenism/is{the act of'seeking for the restoration of unity
among all Christian Churches. In this 20th ceatury, the mainline
Churches have deeply felt the need 'of Ecumenism and have
launched themselvs actively in the Ecumenical movement, The
above movement implies not only the development of inter-
ecclesial rvelationships, but also change of attitudes and other
activities aimed at promoting Christian unity.

Christ founded one and only one Church as the visible sign
of his continued presence on earth. But, what we find today is a
maultiplication of Churches and denominations, with differing
doctrines and practices, as if Christ Himself were divided. The
division which has occured in the history of the church works
against the mandate of preaching the Gospal to the ends of the
earth. The latter is very much hampered by wasteful and even
scandalous rivalries among the Churches. Having realized this
waste and scandal the mainline Churches are now actively
mvolved in the Ecumenical proocess.

Earlier, only the Protestant Churches were intercsted and
involved in the Ecumenical movem:nt. But the period after the i~
2nd Vatican Council is characterized by an active co-operation
for Ecumenism on the part of the Roman Catholic Church.
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ECUMENICAL POSSIBILITIES
BRO. A, VICTOR 5084l

As a result of the upheaval of the Protestant Reformation
in the 15th century, the Church in the West was split into
numerous ecclesial communities, Right from the beginning,
several attempts were made to stem the tide of division. However,
it ended up in polemics and mutual antagonism. The ecume-
nical problem received 2 new impetus with the formation of the
World Council of Churches. Added to this was the renewed
ecclesiology of the Second Vatican Council, which offered possi-
bilities to approach the ecumenical problem in a new light.

Christian unity is no longer sought by merely inviting other
Christians to join the Catholic Church. All Churches are
exhorted to renew themselves according to the will of Christ.
Aspiring to have the Spirit of Christ, underlining the importance
of fundarmental truths, reviewing the past missiology and
missionary methods, are some of the areas in which unity could
be sought.

A GROWING DIALOGUE BETWEEN
CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS

DR, I. H, VICTOR

During the last three decades, particularly after the public.
ation of Nostra Actate, (the Vatican declaration on the ‘Christian
Response to the Non-Christian Religions’), there is a growing
dialogue between Christians and Muslims with a view to promot-
ing a mutual understanding and a co-operation between the
adherents of the two faiths. Here we highlight some of the few
Christian initiatives in promoting a coming together of Muslims
and Christians from the 60’s until the present time. However,
the article concludes that such attempts on mutuality are rare,
and remain still at infancy. Moreover, the writer believes that there
is an urgency and much scope for such living together betweail
the two Abrahamic faiths even in the Jaffna Peninsula.
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World Council of Churches. Added to this was the renewed
ecclesiology of the Second Vatican Council, which offered possi-
bilities to approach the ecumenical problem in a new light.

Christian unity is no longer sought by merely inviting other
Christians to join the Catholic Church. All Churches are
exhorted to renew themselves according to the will of Christ.
Aspiring to have the Spirit of Christ, underlining the importance
of fundarmental truths, reviewing the past missiology and
missionary methods, are some of the areas in which unity could
be sought.

A GROWING DIALOGUE BETWEEN
CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS

DR, 1. H. VICTOR

During the last three decades, particularly after the public.
ation of Nostra Aetate, (the Vatican declaration on the ‘Christian
Response to the Non-Christian Religions’), there is a growing
dialogue between Christians and Muslims with a view to promoi-
ing a mutual understanding and a co-operation between the
adherents of the two faiths. Here we highlight some of the few
Christian initiatives in promoting a coming together of Muslims
and Christians from the 60's until the present time. However,
the article concludes that such attempts on mutuality are rare,
and remain still at infancy. Moreover, the writer beligves that there
is an urgepncy and much scope for such living together betwesn
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