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LIBERATION FROM 30CIAL EVIL IN
THE THIRD MILLENNIUM

Bro. M. A. Amalathas

It is true that the human person lives within the clutches
of sin. Though man struggles in this earth, but in the depth
of his heart he has the desire to get rid of thase soci
and o live peacefully and happily. To attain this li
of God is indispansable. As we journay towards the thirg
millennium, our experience of the life of grace can become a rea|

chatlenge to us, because the lives of maen are fully saturated
with the social eviis,

al evils
baration grace

it is one of the indispensable tasks of the church
to iead the people Into this life of grace, and those who
strugple for the Iliberation from evil may find strength and
courage In the light of grace. Let us submit ourselves
to the grace of God so that we may be completely
liberated from our struggle against sin and march forward
with renewed strength towards the third millennium.

“To live in harmony we need to e Sfree. This
freedom is not only from the many forces that
oppress us, either from the outside through other
persons or from within as interjorized worldviews and
systems of values. It is also Jreedom from our
limitations as egoism and  desire. both individual
and collective'’

M. Amaladoss S. J,
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The 3rd millennium's call to the laity

Bro. S. Ainsley Roshan

At the dawn of the new millennium the laity
should know who they are and what kind of call s
proper to them.

In the carly church there was no clear cut distinction
between the clergy and the laity. After the 4th century 4
cleavage appears Detween the two. The clergy was considered
to be the church. Clericalism crept in. The tendency was
to consider themselves as lirst class citizens and the laity
as second class.

It's Vatican 11 that explicitly and boldly changed this
false tendency. Everyone is called to participate in the
building up of God's kingdom. Everyone, including the
laity, through their baptism and confirmation  participate
in the priestly, prophetic and kingly role of Christ The
laity should involve themselves in all works that are oot
essentially proper to the ordained ministers Pope Paul VI,
in his encyclical Evangelium Nuynstiandi, has clearly indi-
cated the arcas in which the laity can involve them-
selves in spreading the gospel In spite of all these it is
sad 10 note that the laity is still slow and hesitant in
coming forward to accept their responsibilities in the church

To perform their responsibilities well and to avoid
clashes it is incumbent on the laity to know beforehand
the difference between the ordained pristhood and the
priesthood of the faithful.
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Secular Spirituality
Fr. 8. J. Dunstan [. V. D.

[n the general estimation of people the world 1s con-
sidered evil and the soul holy. Thus a doubt exists about
the possibility of a holy soul in an evil world. This
article attempts to dispel this dichotomy.

When God made the world he said that it was
good. Though it was staiaed by sin its goodness was
restored through Christ’s redemption. Hence we must look
at it as God‘s loving gift.

Spirituality means the yearnings of the soul. It leads
one to holiness, to a unon with God. It is a state of
surrendering oneself to God., There was a time when
spirituality was thought to be the patrimony of the reli-
gious who set thems:lves apart from he world. But in
1947 the encyclical *Providi Miter Ecclesia” of Pope Pius
XII allayed this trend and gave much encouragement to
the promotion of secular spirituality, It was affirmed that
while living in the midst of the world and performing
ones responsibilities and duties one can at the same time
sanctify onessIf and others.

As a result there are over 140 approved secular
[ostitutes in various parts of the world today. In Sri
Laoka one of the three existing secular Institutes is
Voluntas D:i. It's spirituality consists of three fives. At
the dawn of the third millennium these secular institutes
must make themselves known to the lay people.
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Marian apparitions and their message
today

Rev. Pr. Louis Ponnaiah O. M. L

God coaferred on humans thh supernatural destiny of
participsting in his eternal life and happiness, To this end
we are to seek, know, love and serve God. As tiis Children,
we are to love and help ons another. Humans have failed.
however, by seeking their own will and disobeying God’,
Commandments. To deliver us from eternal perdition, God
sent his only Son as our Saviour.

Despite all that, humans have continued wandering
away from God's teaching and commandment. This is why
God is sending us messages and signs through the Blessed
Virgin  Mary warning us about the comsequences of
unrepented sins and urging us to return 10 Him and to
His teachings and Sacraments in the Church. These appa-
ritions do aot bring nmew truths or revelations to the
faith. Rather they invite us to rediscover the Gospels

and to put them into practice.

Besides the well known apparitiops from Guadelupe
o Naju it is reported that the Blessed Mother is at
nresent appearing in one form or ancther at oves three
hundred world wide locations The frequency of her signs
at the end cof the second millennium reflects the urgency
for the sinful mankind to heed her «call for repentance
and conversion. Her maternal instinct to protect her Children
is making her cry out with tcars and tears of blood for
the change of heart by all her wayward children. As pro-
phesied by her, ai the end her Immaculate Heart will
triumph.
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