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SYNOPSIS

THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES OF THE AGED
FERNANDO, EMMANUEL F.

The systematic reflection on human experience in the light
of our Christian faith gives rise to theological thinking. Such
an exercise essentially leads us to see the life of the aged as a gift
from God. Among the factors to be observed in human eXperience
o one side is the increase in the number of aged persons in recent
years especially in Sri Lanka; and on the other, is the forces of
development aiming at increasing the life expectancy. Also there
is a positively growing attitude towards the aged in the Asian
countries. Along with these observations from human experience,
. we place what we possess from Christian tradition. The fact
that our whole life is a gift from God entails that old age too is
included in it. In our reflection, we would hold that ageing is a
time of increased self-encounter and encounter with God. This
upward curve in out human experience is a :better approach to
understanding death as a transformation of our earthly eXistence
into the fullness of the life of the risen Lord.

In practice, this theological thinking would demand a certain
amount of action at various levels. Some possibilities of action
are proposed at the levels of the State & society, the parish, the
family and the individual

PEOPLE OF GOD IN ASIA
KIRUPANANTHAN, S. F.

"~ To many Westerners, Asia means merely a demdrcated
geographical portion of this world encompassing a vast area stretch-
ing from Afghanistan to Japan and from Mongolia to Indonesia.
Oaly recently has the western mind begun to understand the myriad
variations in culture, religion and the political structure that exists °
in Asia, as well as their sharp differences. It is very difficult to
find a unitive factor in their ethuic and cultural tradition fo bring -
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all the Asians as one. But the continuous subjection under colo-
nial rule and the consegquent historical experience in recent cen-
turies could be claimed as a unitive factor.

Although West Asia is the birthplace of Christianity, Christi-
anity as a religion came to the vast majority of Asians in the Euro-
pean form, during the period of colonialism. The recep_tion _of
Christianity in Asia in the European form has been an alienating
experience to the Asians. In the past, christianisation always
meant Westernisation. The breaking of the colonial tradition, and
the incarnational processes of the Asian Churches to-be truly and
fully Asian are the present challenges to ‘the Churches of Asia.
These processes of dying to the colonial tradition and rising to
new life is truly the authentic living of the paschal mystery in our
context. Every Christian is called to celebrate this in his or her
life and in the liturgy. Christianity in Asia should become truly
an Asian way of life. '

IS THE BIBLE TRULY THE WORD OF GOD? -
SAHAYATHASAN, A.

The apparent inconsistencies, irrelevancies, outt%at.g:d Views,
apparent contraditions ctc., in the Bible pose a question whether
the Bible is truly the Word of God. ;

The Bible purports to transmit the divine revelation in human
categorics. The Hebrews' knowledge of the then known world,
their morality, their scientific concepts etc. are used to present'thgfe
salvific message God wants to give to his people. Hence, it 18
we who read the message of the Bible who have to cxtract the
text from its context to know what the Divine Message is. Further,
the move from the Old Testament, to the: New, is a move from
interpretation to perfection, from incompletion to completion.
‘Moreover, in their formation, Biblical texts have undergone a long
period of oral tradition, where every generation had its additions
and omissions, so that when they were put in writing, they had
the influence of the dedactors, translators, efc.

Hence, if the Bible is properly analysed with all these pre:
suppositions, it truly is the word of God. .
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ORIGINAL SIN: A HISTORICO -THEOLOGICAL
APPROACH
NAVARATNAM, T,

The fact .of original sin was dostriniszd at the Council of
Carthage against Pelagianism. Later it was re-affirmed at the
Council of Trent against the reformers. But the advent of the
theory of evolution in science and the common acceptance of it
in the late 19th csntury necsssitated a re-explanation of it. This
was also necessitated by recent theological developments. Hence,
"Pope Paul VI called for a re-interpretation of it.

Though there were various interpretations so as to match the
latest developments in science and theology, such as those of
Alszeghy, Flick, Schoonenberg, Hullsbosh, ete, they were not
substantial. But none of them denied the fact of original sin.
Original sin is generally seen as the inefficiency of man to com-
pletely relate himself to God. Hence, though further develop-
ments or alterations are possible regarding original sin, the fact
of it remains.

AN ANALVSIS OF THE  GOSPEL OF MARK (PART 2
CARDOZA, J., 0. M. 1L .

The evangelist Mark, wants to convince his audience that
Jesus was the messiah, the promised one, the expectation of the
ages. This of course, the Jews failed to perceive, and found hard
to belisve when Jesus was living. Hence Mark works out his
thesis in an orderly manner in order to show that Jesus was the
messiah.

Mark cannot show {even if he had wanted to) that Jesus was
a heavenly being, because people knew Jesus’ origin and who his
parents were. Therefore Mark shows that Jesus, as a human
being, was a great man among men, who was full of human
experiences and human feelings,

Then Mark speaks of the mission and the person of Jesus,
which really reveal the personality of Jesus:. Hence in the first
cight chapiers of his gospsl Mark spsaks of the exorcisms apd

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



other mitacles of Jesus. But this hardly suffices to manifest the
full personality of Jesus. Therefore he takes the passion of Jesus,
which was a scandal to the Jews, and shows that it is precisely
this scandal that fully reveals the person of Jesus. In these .nar-
ratives Mark shows that the eschatological actions of God  are
taking place in human history in the person of Yesus, So if ‘the
people are really convinced that the actions of God are being
revealed in the person of Jesus, they should necessarily conclude
that Jesus is the Christ. :

By giving the passion narratives, Mark shows how God raised
up fallen humanity with the resurrection of the crucified and suffer
ing messiah. Therefore the passion and the cross are not scandals,
rather they are the imperative condition for the fulfilment of” ﬂ’lb
messianic hope. ' (Conmfded)
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