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SYNOPSIS

RECISCOVERY OF THE LAITY IN
ECCLESIOLOGICAL THE

REVOLUTION
Emmanuel S. J. pp 1—I18

The Copernican revolution in Vatican IT eccles-iology has brought
out a world-centred church and a people-centred hierarchy so that the
laymen are difined as full-fledged members of the church with rights
and duties, exercising their triple messianic funtions in the world that
is proper to them (secularity ) and with charisms that enable them to
undeitake new leadership roles. In such a perspective three things
need to be re-examined for the benefit of a truly lving church.

a) Lay apostolate is no more mere extension of the apostolate of
the hierarchy but a true secular participation in the total apostolate
of the church, to with the laity are directly commissioned by the Lord
in virtue of their baptism and confirmation

b) Lay ministry is a genuine ministery, in spite of it not being
recognised by ordination. It is the ecclesially recognised ministery of
a laymen, who living as laymen, is called to exercise a public ccclesial
service in a stable manner for the benefit of a community.

¢) Lay spirituality is neither that second grade less nobler
spirituality nor poor imitation of a clerical or monastic spirituality, but
the living of the essence of all Christian spirituality, namely love of God
and man, in and for a world that cries for it.

CULTURAL WORSHIP

Kirupakaran, T. J. pp. —29

Opinion was expressed at the 2nd Vatican Council that the Church
expresses herself through an incarnational process called inculturation.
Jesus was not only God’s Eternal Word but was also a historical person-
age (figure). The Church, the visible exponent of the salvific mission
to the world has to articulate itsclf in an intergrated culture appropriate
to locality, mores and customs of the people with all their accompany-
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ing transformations and realitics. Liturgy is a form of inculturation’
At the same time we shall have to consider the good and meaningful
clements found in other religions as well. It may apparantly happen
that in so doing there is an indication of dilution of our faith. But this
needs not be so. Faith has to be expressed within the cultural frame-
work without overstressing or being drawn into the vortex of exaggera-
tion.

An awthentic inculturation expresses itself by forming the core
and the basis namely the inner dynamism of ones sociocultural and
religious aontext with all that these imply and demand.

ABORTION

Pilendran. V. pp.30—37

While trying to find the truth about Abortion, let us go about it
in the light of the human sciences but guided by the teachings of the
Catholic Church. There is medical evidence to prove that there is life
in the foetus from its inception. And that life is not only on the way
to become man. Rather even if it is not yet a full human being, all
the elements of a “whole man” are already contained in that. The
fundamental human right to life of the foetus has to be considered as
a right to a true human life. Psychologically, the parents tend to build
up guilty consciences after undergoing abortion. Sri Lanka would
preserve its culture in a better way if abortion is not legalised in the
country. The history of the church down the ages points to a clear
opposition of the practice of abortion. The present teaching of the
church on the purpose of marriage is that it is for the mutual love of the
spouses and for the procreation of children. Within this, the parents
are called upon to a responsible parenthood.

CAN CHILOREN COMMIT MORTAL SINS
Cardoza, J. J. ~ pp.38—56
That ‘Can Children Commit Morta! Sins” has been a highly contended

question that brings in, a plurality of opinions. This question is fresh
in the arena of Moral Theology. .

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Added to that there are other related problms in the sphere of Recon-
ciliation and Penance that arise as a result. There are those who do
not attach importance first to a confession then to communion and
make children cross straight to the altar rails for first communion.
Moral Theologians some of them are of the opinion that children cannot
commit Mortal Sin,

Many Psychologists, most notably Gesell, Piaget and Kohlberg have
devoted decades of research to analyse moral development of children.
In the investigation undertaken here, and with the findings of Jean
Piaget, the famed Swiss Psychologist, 1 wish to establish a basic
definitive position that children are incapable of committing Mortal
Sins. A g ; &

Because children of six to nine years of age, who came under my
viewpoint, by their inability to perceive and come to a full knowledge;
by their inadequacy in objective and realistic thinking; by their lack .
of autonomous judgement and lack of self possession, make it known
that they are incapable of committing Mortal Sin.

RESURRECTION — A BIBLICAL EVALUATION

Dudly Perera pp. 57T—67

The doctrine of the Resurrection has never been defined by the
Church. A living consensus of faith, expressed, by the common creeds.
has sufficed for two thousand years. And these creeds clearly echo
the New testament doctrine of the resurrection.

The New testament evidence of the resurrection is divided between
two basic traditions: the Easter Kerygma and i aster stories. A most
ancient example of the former is 1 Cor, 15, 3-5, and that of the latter
Mk 16, 1-8 _

1Cor. 15,3-5 speak of Jesus been raised from the dead. It was
God (The Father) who raised Jesus from the dead as a sign of Jesus
acceptability with God. The Verb used for the appearences is also one
nsed for the revelations in the Bible. This means that the Risen Lord
revealed himself to others. For the laiter it was a believing-seeing of
the Risen Lord in his corporeal risen body. . :

Mk. 16,1-8, describes the Resurrection in story form in the context of
the empty tomb. But the main point of the story is the message of the
angel that Jesus is raised from the dead.

The evidence of New Testament is that Jesus is first - born from the dead
He is the basis of our resurrection as well. For us Paul says ““if christ
has not been raised then our preaching is useless and your believing is
nseless.(1Cor.15,14)”
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