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SYNOPSES

READING AMOS INTO OUR TIMES
SELVANAYAGAM, M. Jerc

God’s plan for mankind cannot be adequately grasped unless
it is seen against the background of the signs of the present times.
The prephetic echoes of Amos bear much meaning for the political
and socio-cconomic milieu in which we are today.

Our political history before and after Independence shows
that the people who struggled together to achieve freedom, are
divided on ethnic and cultural differences. As it was in ancient
Israel, here too, the function of the Judiciary seems at times unjust
and having drastic consequences. The very laws that should
safegnard and guide the rights of the people seem to have become
a threat to them.

In the plantation sector, the economic exploitation as well
as the enforcement of the Land Reform Act, have led the displaced
estate labourers to the lowest rung of poverty.

Christians who are the people of the new covenant seem to
be unaware of their greater responsibility to work for justice and
equality. The same prophetic vocation and mission of Amos is
an integral part of the ever-growing mission of the Church.

erefore, this prophetic task must be concreiely spelt out in
united action by the members of the Church so that their response
to the signs of our times may sound relevant and adequate.

THE CHALLENGE AND TASK OF INCARNATION
EMMANUEL, Seemampillai J

In the static view of reality held by Christians earlier, incarna~
tton meant the ‘coming down and going up’ of divinity into out

of a Godless world. But now we are urged by the Church to
take a dynamic and evolutionary view. in which incarnation will
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be the visible concretisation or personalisation of God in a world
already filled with his presence in diverse ways. The magisterium
recently has awoken us to these challenges:

1. lIncarnation, in the context of the other major religions
of Sri Lanka (Buddhism, Hinduism & lIslam), urges us to a sincere
dialogue. Cf. Vatican 2, Nen-Chrictian Religions, 2.

2. Tncarnation, in the context of the cultures prevalent in
Sri Lanka, urges us to a genuine inculturation of all our ecclesial .
realities. Cf. Vatican 2, Missions, 22. We, living mn a period
that concludes five centuries of coipmialism, must take up the
challenge of inculturating the Church in Sri Lanka. “Ecclesia
semper reformanda  est.”

3. Incarnation, in the deteriorating context of our socio-
sconomic realities, urges us to an urgent and loud prophelic con-
textualisation. Vatican 2, admitting to a degree of irrelevancy
i the past, strongly speaks out for a Church that is in selidarity
with the poor, the suffering and the oppressed. The Church has
realised that earthly progress and the better ordering of human
society is of vital concern for the Kingdom of God (Vatican 2,
G8, 39), and has come to see socio-economic development of man
1ot as a mere pre- or pro-evangelisation, but as a central task of
the whole Church. Accordingly the Church has to discover ways
and means of becoming a Church of the poor, instead of remaining
as the ‘rich” Church supporting the poor or working for the poor.
Cnly a Church that is adeguately contextualised can be adeguately
sensitive to the needs and probléms of the region and, above all,
dare to become the champion of the weak and the oppressed of our
.seciei'y.

THE DIGNITY OF LABOUR: A Christian Interpretation
ANTHONY. Siany

A pf:l'Son—Driented approach to labour occupies the central
position in all social analysis and study of our age.
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Early Old Testament writings grapple with the problem of

fabour in several places. The religio-theological interpretation
of Jabour is seen against the background of God’s creation in the
book of Genesis. Perhaps the existential and historical condi-

tions of his time induced the author of Genesis to interpret fabour

pessimistically. We are able to draw profound inspiration from
biblical writings and recent Church documents towards a positive
understanding of the wvalues of labour.

Man cannot, and should not, view labour as mere productive
potential; rather, collaborating with the creative power of God
and filled with the spirit of Christ himself, man must explors the
socio-cconomic necessity of labour and its indispeusable role in
the reconsiruction of a just social order.

THE PSALMS IN LITURGY
RUBAN, Mariampilial

Mother Church wants Christians to use more frequently the
psalms, which are the spontascous praver of the ancient Tsraclites,
Although traditionally the psalter has been attributed to David,
modern scholarship tells us that the psalms were composed over
2 period of many centuvies by many authors, one of whom may
have been David.

The psalms belong to various literary types: hymns, laments,
thanksgivings, royal psalms and wisdom psalms.

Theology in the psalms;

God is presented anthropomorphically. He is loving, powerful:
the Creator; and Lord of history.

Man, though formed from the dust, has beea raised almost as
high as the angels. He should turn away from his sins and remain
faithful to the steadfast covenant love of Yahweh.

To pray a psalm effectively, T should refate it to my own con-
text. We should make wider usc of the psalus in our meditation
and family prayer-groups.

More psalms should be set to music or should be used as
inspiration for new Tawmil hymnus.
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JOHANNINE CHRISTOLOGY
IFEVAPA NAM, A. E,

For many Christians, the gospel according to John is the most
orecious book in the New Testament. It is the book on which

above gli they feed their minds and nourish their hearts and in
which they rest their souls.

Jaim, of all the New Testament writers, has the most penetra-
ting gaza into the elernal mysteries and the eternal truths and into
the very mind of God.

Join presents Jesus as the Word of God, who was with God
;im-‘ creation.  Thus Jesus, the word of God. becomes the most
person to reveal the Father. Jesus’ most startling
that he himself is the revelation of God. In revealing
himsell, he reveals God. This claim is chuvacteristicslly set out
in statements that are recognized by the use of the formula 1
am. . . E.ug., “l am the resurrection and the life,”

zlso see ‘E* many of the Old Testament themes and
become real in the person of Christ, Al hopes and

2 i

expectations f‘inu fulfilment in Jesus.

CAINTS N THE CHURCH
THEVASAHAYAMPIH LAY, 7.

Weneration of saints is very common and strong AWONE O
“athelics.  While making a good impact, this has also created
some rusunderstanding.  In order fo give a clearer view about
the place of the zaints in today’s Church, T have tried here to ana-
lyze some salient aspecis of the devotion o sazints.

The Bible says that every Christian i holy and iliercfore cails
gvery Christian a saint.  But “saints™ in common pa" ance dengtes
those who closely followed Jesus, acted to the best of their ability
according to his word, and who now enjoy Csoti § presepnce. We
iind a vatiety of suints exemplifying the qualities and teachings
of Jesus our master. In this regard sainis are models for oyr
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imitation, and hope for the things unseen—namely, eteﬁ*_naﬂ life.
The saints are holy only insofar as they share in the holiness of
the Most Holy One. The only Haly One is God himsglf,

In the veneration of the saints, many Catholics seem o over-
emphasize the importance of saints, forgetting God. This may
be due to the fact that they do not see the real distinction betwesn
‘veneration’ and ‘worship”. Worship is only for God who is
infinite, all-powerful and creator of all {including the saints).

Taking all these into consideration, the Church reformed
the proper of the saintg in 1969. By this reformation,
—deovotional feasts were reduced
—critical examination was done on the historical data ovailable

about each saint
—ihe more impertant feasts were retained
—the calendar was made more univarsal
—~the methods of celebralion were revised.
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