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“The Sinhalese and the

Tamils cannot live together
in unity ever again: the scars

b

ate far too' decp - ..
Amita Pratap - Sunday
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What has nappcned to Buddhist Lanka? This island
of paradise once used to be described by its own travel
promotion buresu as “a drop of tear in the Indian Ocean’’.
Today it 1s a drop of blood.

On 25 July angry Sinhalese formed into small gangs ard
indulged in the kind of mayhem never scen or experienced
beferein bri Lanka. 1In a matter of hours, Tamils of
the country had been attacked. killed {pobody will ever
be able to arrive at the exact number of innocent Tamils
butchered), their houses and property looted and burnt.-
Overnight,the prosperous and industrious Tamil community
of Sri Lanka, a section of which controls Sri Lankan trade
and business, was reduced to the status of refugees,
stripped clean of all its belongings and the fruits of years
of honest labour. ILven though there have been cases
of Tamils’ eyes being gouged owi. people being
disembowelled, children being dismembered and men being



roasted alive the empnasis in the atrocities has been nct
to kill butto plunder. Death is not the real punishment
meted out to the Tamils. 'There seems to have been a
svstematic effort to humiliate and subjugate them, reduce
them to paupery so that their tormeniors could bulldcze
themselves to a position of stresgth. There was an
organised attempt to shatter the economic foundations of
the Tamil community, This tims the rich Tamils too,
like Gnanam, Maharejas and Thilanathase who control
the textile and trade industries, reeled under the cnslaught,
Hitherto the anti-Tamil riots that fester perpeivally in the
northern and esstern provinces spilled 1o ke cepial,
Uolombo,as well as other places like Kandy, Anuradhapura
and Ratpnapura. Jt was a country-wide desiruction of
Tamils as a race. As the looting, arson snd massacres
continued against the Tamils, it beeame broadbased to
include all Indians, not just Tamils.

Colombo today is a horrifying spectacle of devastation,
Entire chunks of the city have been reduced to a charred
rubble. Ruined hulks of office buildings belonging to
Tamils and Indians pockmark Petta.kh the commercial
district of Colombo. Kvery single shop and establishment
belonging to the Tamils has been plundered and szt ov fire.
A symbol of the anti-Indian sentiment is the Indian
Owerseas Bank, that has been gutted completely. Barely
50 yards from the President's official chamber are buildings
that have been set on fire, thereby speaking volumes on
the amount of protecticn the Tamils have had urder
President Jayewardene’s  government. Wkhen this
correspondent went to riot-torn Colombo, charred debris
was littered on the streets. Black ugly clouds of smoke
belched into the sky. Houses and shops were still being
set on fire. When curfew was lifted, there were panic
buying sprees and one could see long serpeniine queues
at groceries, civil shops and at gas stations. In fact,
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strict curfew was imposed during the better part of this
correspondent’s stay in Colombo, Curfew time was most
eerie as Colombo looked like a bombed, ghost city, with
not a soul to be seen on the streets, sans the security
forces Panic was palpable. There was tension
everywhere. Wellawatte in Colombo is called Little Jaffna
due to its heavy concentration of Tamils. Almost 80 per
cent of this locality has been razed to the groun¢. Charred
shells of houszs and shops once belonging to the Tamils
gape at you in the Tamil-dominated areas like Wellawatte,
Dehiwala and Bambalapitiya. Textile mills. oil, rubber
and other faetories owned by Tamils in the industrial belt
like Paliagoda have been reduced to ashes, depriving at
least 10,000 of their jobs. The maximum pumber of
refugees are to be found in these areas.

Visiis to the refugee camps are nerve-shattering
experiences. There are thousands of Tamils and Indians
whose lives have been destroyed. overnight. They have
been killed, maimed, separated or rendered homeless.
As Murthi. a bank officer putit so succincily, “*Twenty
vesrs of savings have gone up in smoke®’ This
correspondent saw many small children cowering in fright,
whimpering for their fathers or mothers. They just could
not cope with the traomatic turn of events. Mothers
wept for their lost children who had got separated from
their families, while fleeing from their burning houses. One
can imazine the anguish of these pecple who do not knew
whether their husbands or sons or wives are safe. In the
first few days, no meals were available in the camps and
the refugees had to tasrve. Most of them only had the
few clothes they wore and even less cash. As refupees
kept pouring in, thesanitation and hygiene of the camps
deteriorated, fast spreading diseases. Food, as and when
it came, was poor and insuffieient: 30 food-packets for
1,000 people. After four or five days, the camps were
more organised and rice and sambar was served once a day.
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The c‘tmps are ill-lit, badly ventilated and overcrowded
with refugees spilling onto the epen grounds. Some
squatted, and others stared fixedly into a blank futuore.
The refugees that this correspondent met, narrated their
heart - rending experience of terror, pain and sorrow.
What frightened them was that they were beggars now.
They did not know what to do. Some of the Tamils
wanted to gojback to Jafina as their relaiions were there.
Others, including some unfortunate Indian tourists, wanted
to get back to India as soon as possible. ‘Ihe Jaffna
Tamils did not want to come to India because they Lave
absolutely no links with India: the country was as foreign
as any other place. There were many injured Tamils that
this correspondent spoke to. K. C. BSinanathan had
jumped off the feurth floor of a burning building and
fractured both his legs. A distraught Sachithanapdan had
sustained burn injuries. His physical scars will heal soon
but his emotional ones are likely to take a long time: he
had watched his son being thrown into a burning car.
The rafugess live in mortal dread: their only fear being an
attack by the security forces.

In one of the camps I learnt to. my horror that 27
ipjured ‘Tamils, who were in no condition to be discharged
had been asked to leave th: Colombo General Hospital.
Not a single Sinhalese patient had been asked to go.
These wounded refugees were brought to the Saraswathie
refugee camp that had a Red Cross umit. Frem one of
the wounded, Manian. half a bottle of pus was remeved
from a head injury alone. All his leg wounds were
festering, according to a social worker. Mercy Merois,

on duty. The physical, psychelogical and financial holocaust
is beyond description.

As the Sinhalese fury snow-balled, all Indians were
included in the hit Iist. Indian tourists, those on
deputation to the government of Sri Lanka and even the
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Indian:High Uommission staff were touched by the leaping
tonguss of communpal fury. Mg, Iver, Mr. Abraham and
members of the Indian mission staff were Hrutally attacked
during curfew hours when they were returning to their
office  Mr. Iyer was dragged out of the car, and despite
showing his identity carc, was beaten with iron iods,
chased and kicked by a gang of about 23 armed Siphalese
voaths.One of Mr.Tysr’s eyes has been badiy affected and his
whole race is a confusion of bandagzs. Exteraal affairs
minister P.V, Narasimha Rao took him away with him
to Delhi. The reason given to the other mission staff
was: there was inadequate medicaf attention. Perhaps the
real reason was to remove an embarrassment, a symbol of
the incinerating anti-Indian secument in the island.
Even the cfficial reason indicates that the Indians in Sri
Lanka are so trapped that even a High Commission ofiicial
canuot avail of adequate medical atiention ! Mr. Mohan
Chandran, also a member of the mission, was unfortupate
e¢nough to have his house completely looted aund burnt.
As he was scheduled 1o return to New Delhi in August.
having ccmpleted his three-year tenure in Colembo, he
and his wilfe hud gone on ashopping spree. Everything
has beea lost Their only possessions are the clothes
that they have on their body. A fleeing Tamil couple
thrust tocir seven-year-old son Sundarshan Ratnataja for
safe custody to Mr. and Mrs. Trilok Singh, also of the
indian High Commission. The whereabouts of the
parents are not known tll today. For security reasons,
all the Iniian High Commission staff were accomodated 1n
the five - star hotel.

The anti-Indian sentiment was ignited to a large
extent by the dangercus and reprehensive role played
by the goverament controlled Sri Lapkan press. India
vpicing its concern for the Tamils and news that dead
bodies could be buried or cremaied without an inguest
sparked off a major controversy with the press screaming
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that Mrs. Gandhi had done a “shocking aboui-torn’® by
supporting Tamil terrorism in Sri Lanka. India's corcern
tor the lives of the innocent Tamils was deliberately
misconstrued aud equated with India’s encouragement
_of the terrorism by the Tamil Tigers. The poison was
injected into the gullible masses and passions were whipped
up to a devastating pitch, resulting in the biggest racial
tragedy that Sti Lanka bhas ever known.

What triggered the unprecedented sta'e of violenee
against the Tamils is well known. [t was the killing of
i3 soldiers on i3 July in Tinnevely in Juffoa by the
Liberation Tigers. The bodies of Second Lt, Gupawardena
and his 2 men were brought to Celombo fur burial with
tull military honours but the attempts of «he slute
amiiviities were thwarted Dy the relutions who wanied o
tane back the budies to their respective villages. It is
belisved that the sight of the mutilated bodies fired the
shortening fuse to a high powered communal bemb.  The
acts of reprisals on the Tamils by the Sinhalese security
forces grew to become a racial holocaust. But what
triggered the ambush that killed the 13 army men?
The rape of four women who later commitied suicice 1n
shame by the Sinhalese soldiers was only catalytic. Tt
would be facetious to pinpoint this as the main provoca ion
for the killing of 13 army men. ‘the Liberation Tigers,
fishting for a separate Tamil Eelam (separate Tamgil state)
have not been known to indulge in random violence and
killing for the sake of killing.” Investipations by Sunday
reveal that an incident that took place in Meesalai, near
Jaffaa, in July, necessitated the ambush as far as the
Tigers were concerned. On 15 July, the army attacked
three terrorists who were travelling on bicycles. Two
were killed on the spot The other escaped. One of the
terrorists who was killed was Charles Antony, alias Seelan.
Antony was one of the most wanted of the Tamil terrorists.
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He was the leader of the military wing of the Liberation
Tigers of Thamil Helam (LTTE}, the grewp that cwes
allegiance to V. Prabhakaran, the leader ef the Liberation
Tigers. ... From Antony’s body. the army recovered three
SMJ magazines, comprising 25 cartridges, each bearing
the “LTTE” insignia, and two carbine rifles. A phial of
potassiom cyanide was also récovered from him. This
corroborates the widely-held belief that the Tigers committed
to Thamil Helam have formed suicide squads. Obviously
for Anthony, death was better than captore. The dealih
of Anthony dealt a crushing blow to the Tigers. At the
same time it led to evphoria in the army camps because
one of the most feared terrorists had been killed. The
security. forces felt thai the LTUE days were numbered.
This was a sentiment secretly shared by many in the LTTE
itself. Perhaps, that was the reaton why there was a
sudden surge of a poster campaign in Jaffna by the LTTH
leader exhorting the people not to lose heart. Tt became
imperative for Prabhakaran to prove to his own rank and
file and to the army that the LTTE had not beea
emasculated, that the death of Anthony, though a setback,
had not paralysed the outlawed orpanitativn. Meticulous
planning went into the 23 July ambush. Tt was a Saturday.
For the Buddhists it is “Poya”™, a boliday whea viclence
is eschewed. This gave the Tigers 24 hours' time. The
ambush was pulled off successfully at 12.02 am on 23 July.
The meassage was loud and clear:  “The Tigers are still very
powerful and are still on the prow!”.

President Javewardene’s explanation is that violence
has been organised by “‘antt - government forces to
discredit his government”. [If one wished to be charitable,
one would say that the Jayewardene government is
paralysed, uiterly helpless, overpowered and held hostage
by goonda elements. The government, one could SAY,
has been rendered impotent by the mutiny in the armed
forces, The International Commission of Jurists in a
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fact-finding committee report on ethnic conilict and
violence in Sri Lanka stated recently that ‘fstate terrorism
“by police and armed (forces is the third type of violence
prevalent in; St Lanka', the first two being communal
violence and p.litical terrorism. According to the ieport,
state terrorism has been a ‘“‘recurring fact”' since 1974
when a group of pollcemen invaded & session of an
international Tamil cultural conference ca using & stampede
where nine persons were clectrocuted. The civil rights
movement of Sri Lanka stated that' ‘allcgations of the killing
and torture of Tamil youth by police and armed forces
during the 1979 emergency are widespread”. One of the
worst incidents was when about 200 policemen went on a
rampage on the mights of 31 May., 1and 2 June, 19i1
wreaking havoc on the Tamil commumty in Jaffaa. They
even burat down the Jaffna Public Library, The army’s
innate tendency rowards destruction rose to the fore this
time too with reports of gun-toting soldiers going berserk.
In fact, on 24 July, army personnel stopped a tourist
coach proceeding from Jaffna and executed 14 Tamil youths
toavenge the death of the 13 armymen. Op 26 July,
130 sailors of China Bay in Trincemualee went berserk,
indulging in arson and looting of Tamil property. The
devastation was extensive. A British correspondent said
that he had been in Trincomalee on the pight of the
incident and had heard nothing less than 70 explosions.
1t couid be that President Jayewardene is a helpless
spectator, hamstrung by uncontrollable armed forces that
have taken the law iato their hands. Though this speaks
very poorly of Jayewardene’s ability to run a government,
it is more charitable than saying that the Tamil genocide
and destruction of Tamil property has been engineered by
the state authorities, which is what a good many peopls
believe.

There is enough circumstantial evidence to support
this charge. Take the blood-curdling massacres in jail.
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Tt is difficult to believe that Sinhalese prisoners are capable
of overpowering the security guards in the Welikade
prison that is supposed 1o hava ‘‘maximum security’’.
Tt is not merely Tamil prisoners who were killed but also
those Tamils who were arrested under the Prevention of
‘Tarrorism Law, an Ack protulgated in 1979. 1}t is almest
as if the government wanted to annihilate terrorism,
suspected terrorists and their sympathisers in one ruthless
sweep, Kuttimani, Jegan and several orher Tigers losg
their lives as did office-bearers of the Gandhiyam
AMovemeant whom the state authorities suspected to be in
league with Liberation Tigers. In the first prison
massacre,  prisoners were butchered. Should not the
suthorities have promptly evacusted the rest of the Tamil
prisoners in the same prison a5 COMINON Sense would
have told them that they too would have beer
yulnerable to attacks ? The authoritiess chose to
drag their feet and the result was that 17 were slaughtered.
Why one is inclined to believe that there was a
Muchiavellian plot to systematically exterminate the
suspected terrorists, who are poteutial thrests to the
<iate, was that there was another jail massacre in Jaffnas
waere three terrorists were Kkilled. One is strained to
selieve thar Sinhalese prisoners all over the couniry
were singling cut only terrorists as their targets.

Inaumerable refugees told this correspondent how
army personnel watched on while the crazed mebs ran-
sacked and burnt their houses. One said the soldiers
gave a thumbs-up signal in appreciation and another
entioned that a passing army officer saluted the sca-
venging mobs. The army egged on the perpetrators which
is why the average Tamil is today mortally afraid of
the army and feels more securein the hands of the state
police, Then again, In several instances, government
machinery was used to wreak havoc. For example, govern-
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ment vehicles were used by the mobs to ge onaram-
page; army trucks were allegedly used to transport the
jooted goeds. One eyewitness account also serves to sub-
stantiate government involvement. Saratha’s is a big shop
catering to the Indian tourists, The owner, suspecting
trouble, protected his shop frontage with a thick iren
shutter. According to the eyewitpess, a heavy truck of
the government electricity board was used to smash the
shop. And when that had been accomplished, there were
loud shouts of *<Jaiwewa (a victory cry in Sinhalese).”

There are private armies in Sri Lanka. Most ministers,
it is alleged, have their own organised goon sguads.
Mr Paunl Perera UNP MP, Mr Lalith Athulathmudaii,
minister for trade snd shipping are rabid anti-Tamils.
In fact, as ope Tamil told this correspondent, Mr Cyril
Mathew, the minpister for scientific afiuirs Is most un-
scientific in his attitude to the Tamils. His anti-Tamil
stances have provoked Mr. A. Amirthalingam leader of
TULE to label him as minister for **anti-Tamil affairs.’?

“ ¥t is believed that these goon sguads were unleashed into
the streets with licence to induige in the wviclence. It
may be pointed out that the vast majority of the Sin-
halese themselves are appalied by what a section of their
people is doing to the Tamils Onpe Sinbalese lady who
watched her Tamil neighboui’s heuse being looted and
burnt, said that the attackers must definitely have been
iet loose from the jails They were datk-skinned ard
savage-looking and she was convinced that they wers
crimipals who had begen assigned with the specific task
of reducing all Tamils to the status of refugees, Almost
all the refugees that this correspondent spoke to said
that the perpetrators had been given liquor. The carnage
was so well-planned that one is inclined to believe that
the goon squads had the Tamil voters® list with them
enabling them to single out the Tamils with such me-
ticalous precision in the initial stages. Later, as the com-
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muna! coaftagration continued to burn  with iniensity,
other Indian communities too faced the wrath Tt was
50 well organised that the mebs knew procisehy ahat the
Tamils possessed, be it ia terms of goods firtories or
aumber of wvehicles.

The orgaaisers held up traffic on ths roads and for-
cibly seized potrol and diesel from cars and vanss Al
this was fuel for the arsom. Itis very interesting to note
that asout a week before this carnage. there was an acute
fuel shortage in Jaflna. t was so ssvere that even po-
vernment - owned vehicles came to a hait. Why was there
such a sudden fuel shortage? Jaffna has always been
ill - treated by the Sinhala regimes because it is a Tamil
dominated region. ¥t was as if there was a systematic
build-up for wreaking havoc on the Tamils. Only an
excuse was needed and it was provided iu ihe Killing of

the 3 army soldiers.

Due to the rigorous censorship, only certain kinds
The censor-

{ inform tion is being sold to the public.
particularly

LR |
ship cperating for foreign correspondents,
indians is even more severs. The government is able to
completely muzzle the media but is so confused that the
news often becomes absutd after the ili-conceived and
hasty modifications it is subjected to. The officials them-
selves cannot keep pace with the latest news as versions
are changed so rapidly. The happening of 29 July isa
classic instance. At the noon press briefing, which this
correspondent aitended, Mr. Douglas Liyansge, the se-
cretary to the ministry of state, said that fresh outbursts
of violence followed a shootout ipcident in which **su=-
spected terrovists who had infiltrated inte Colombo’® had
been arrested. Panpic spread among the Sinhalese citizens
ihat they were under siege by the Tigers. The govern-
ment immediatel, changed its version stating that the
Lilling tock place when the army shot the Iooters. The
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yersion changed once again, this time to an outrageously
pathetic cne that spoke volumes for the depleted ingen-
uity of the officials in charge of cooking upor modify-
ing versions. It was said that a soldier had shot himself.
The rumour that the Tigers had invaded the city had
gained so much credence that an official announcement
had to be made saying that there was no “threat to
Colombo city.”’

The only reason why one hesitates to belicve that
the government could not have sponsored this holocaust
is that it is a very severe self-inflicted blow. Tamils have
raditiopally controlied the key sectors of the econamy.
By wiping them out and making them refugees, the Sri
Lankan economy, which was never in good shape, aff-
licted as it was by a 35 per centinflation rate and ram-
pant unemployment is today, in a terrible mess. The
second largest sourcs of revenueis from the plantations,
apd 80 per cent of the plantation workers are Tamil.
These workers have comie in for a massive attack in this
wayve of violence. Tamils in the hilly provinces have surely
been Kkilled but as these parts are remote and inacces-
sible, there is no news. The revenue from the estates
is now bound to crumble. Tourism is Sri Lanka’s fourth
largest source of revenue. This year, this vital sector
t00, has been badly damaged. Burning of Tamil shops
has compounded the problem of scarcity of commodities.
Prices have been sent spiralling with a kilo of sugar
costing as much as Rs 25 (Indian). Gutting of the factories
has made the unemployment situation worse even for
the Sinhalese, as many of them were working in the
Tamil mills and factories.

Ethnic violence isa tortured dimension of Sri Lanka’s
history. Mr Lalith Mudali feels that the Americans are
responsible for the Sinhalese ire against the Tamils. The
American missioparies bad come te 8ri Ianka about two
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centuries apo but had concentrated their activities in the
North (Jaffna). They built schocls and hospitals so that
the Tamils who lived in the Jaffna area scon became
well educated ard had an advantage over the rest of the
Sinhalese. Even today. the Sinhala government views
the Catholic clergy with suspicion. Bishops, who have
remonstrated against the unfair discrimination of the Tamils
or the torture meted out to them are themselves ar-
rested. Their activities are branded as “*anti natiopal.?’
As recently as 21 Juiy 1983, ithe Vaiican Ambassador
Cardinal Bichola Rotuno, posted at Colombeo, was asked
to leave the country by the Sinhalese government. During
the British raj the Tamils rose to positicns ef power as
they were found trustworthy, hardworking, industricus
and educated By the time Sri Lanka attaired indepen-
dence in 1948, the key civil and administrative posts
were held by the Tamils. Indians in search of greener
pastures came to Sri Lanka and prospered in business.
Sinhalese were at a distinct disadvantage. Instead of
correcting the imbalances, the Sinhalese government sought
to repress the Tamils by first enacting the Citizenship
Laws of 148 and 194%, by which more than half - a
million Tamil plantation workers were disenfranchised.
They were reduced to statelessness and denied human
and ecivil rights. This was followed by ‘‘state-aided ag-
gressive colonisation which swallowed nearly 3,000 square
miles of what is delineated as Tamil Eelam.** The militant
Tamils construed this as a bid to ‘‘annibilate the geop-
raphical entity of the Tamil nation.”” This was follewed
by discrimination against the Tamils in the sphere of lan-
guage, employment and education. When Mr. S. Ban-
daranaike rode into power on the wave of naticnalism,
he enacted the **Sinhala Only Act’’ in 1956 which made
Sinhala the only state language. Tamil public servants
were foiced to learn Sinhala or surrender their jobs.
Later, gradually employment opportuonities in the public
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service and the armed forces were practically closed to
the Tamils. Tamil areas were isolated from national
development projects. All that the nation got was spreagd
out over the Sinhala regions. The Tamil provinces were
«iisolated’” as an unwanted colony and left to suffer
the worst form of economic deprivation. What disillus-
ioned the Tamil youths was the <‘standardisation’’ of
admission that was introduced in 1970, whereby the Tamil
youths had to get higher marks for university admissions
whereas the Sinhalsse students were admitted with lower
grades. Lack of educaticnal and employment opportunities
frustrated the Tamil youths. Out of this humiliaticn was
baern the Liberation Tiger movement in 1972,

The nreed for an armed struggle became imperative
from the youngsters’ point of view because the anti Temil
riots were increasing in fiequency apd intensity. While
the Tamil United Liber:tion Front (TULF) resolved to
stage a non-violent fight for political independence on the
basis of the nation’s right to self-determination, the Tigers
felt that all peaceful struggle inclucing parliamentary
agitations, negotiations ard pzcis had been exbausted.
In a letier addressed 1o Piime Minister R. Premadasa,
Mr. V. Prabhakaran. chairman of the LT1E stated:
“T'he gueriila warfare, the form of the popular struggle we
are committed to is net born cut of blind militancy or
adventurism but arose out of historical pecessity: oul
of the concrete conditions of intolerable nationat
oppression*’. The state armed personnel became the main
target of the terrorists.

The Liberatiop Tigers are an extremely well-Knits
well-organised terrorist network. Though numerically
small they have been able to paralyse ihe Siphala
government set up in Jaffpa. Due to collaboration with
international terrerist organisaticns like the PLO, the
Tigers too have been able to get hold of sophisticated
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weapons an ] ammunition as well as extensive fraining in
guerilla warfare. Prabhakaran, for instance, has been known
to shoot a running constable right between the eyes at a
distance of over 200 yards. *-Mystery ships” are often
found in the Sri Lankan waters and, according {o sources,
these ships dump trained terrcrists and ammugition intg
northern Sri Lanka, itis only recently thut the Sinbala
aspyvernment came to know that the 1igers bad been tapping
the nigh-frequency radio channel in Colcmbo airport.
‘T'his was how they were asble to moniter army and air

forge movements toand from Jaffna. The Sinhala
government believes that the terrorists have been helped by

the Soviet Union as well 2s the British leftists. Mr.David
Selbourne, the celebrated author, is krnown to be a
sympathiser of the Tigers. A few months ago despite being
blacklisted, he had succeeded in reaching Jaffna and
met the ‘Figer leaders. le was deported by the 5ri Lankan
authorities. By allowing the situstion to drifi, the
sovernment 1S now in a fix. They have been unpable to
annihilate activity in the north. If anything, it iS goibg
bzyond their controls =
Sinhalese fury bas now more or less been spent. It
bas been spent not because ugly passions have been
satiated but for the simple reason that there are no more
Tamil houses left to loot and burn. Now the Tigers have
fprung in o action. The day after the Iresident’s
brozdcast on 25 July, they staged their first attack against
the security forces in Colombo city. About 135 soldiers
are said to have been killed by foreign-trained Tigers.
What is the end to a situation like th's? One cannot
merely reduce it to the number of houses looted and burnt,
the number of Tamils killed,or the number of Tamil women
raped. t he crucial question 1s: what is the fate of 1he Tamils?
"What is their future in Sri Lanka ? A number of Tamils
that this correspondent met did.not want to come to _I;lﬁia
hecause they had no connections here. Their only link
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was with Jaffna. So they wanted to go back there. Though
none of these Tamils had sympathised with the Liberation
Tigers earlier and did not want an Eelam by staging an
armed struggle, they are today forced to go back to the
security of Ja#na They realise that thevy can expect
protection only from the Tigers. All Tamil political
parties will new have to go undergreund following the
President’s broadcast that parties advocating division of
the country would be proscribed. Even the TULF had
wanted the right to seif determination but one which was
to be achieved through peaceful means. The piesent
government’s decision means that even the TULF will be
forced to go underground. ‘This correspondent left
Colombo with the feeling that racial prejudice had gone
beyond the p.int of return. The Sinhalese and the Tamils
cannot live together in amity again: the scars are far too
deep and the mistrust far too keenly entrenched. The
Tamils of Sri Lanka are a spurned lot, spurned
by their own povernment. Iow can they live
in security in a country where the President
has reportedly told foreign correspondents (to Sundav
Observer of London) that he did not care about the
Tamils. They do not have to go as far as foreign
jourpals to realise that President Jayewardene has
betrayed them. They needed oniy his broadcast over the
state-owned radio, made three days after the island-wide
carnage to come to this conclusion. The broadcast was
laconic, brisk, to the point of being brusque. The main
announcement was the decision to proscribe the parties.
He gave the tacit impression that the violence prepetrated
by the Sinhalese against the Tamils was justified. stemming
as it was from the growing Sinhalese suspicion that the
Tamils were trying to divide the country. There was not
a word of caution or appeal for restraint for the Sinhalese
on the rampage. There was not a word of sympathy for

the innocent Tamils of Sri Lanka. This is his dharmistha
{free and just society) !
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‘ From the President — not a
syllable of sympathy for the
Tamil people’ . ..

The Economist, London - August 6, 1983

Communalism and terrorism are both activated by
hate, and both are exacerbated by appeasement. The Sri
Lankan government olearly doee not appease Tamil Terro-
sism: this is why its army was on patro! near Jaffna on the
night of July 23, when 13 soldiers were killed in an ambush.
But two weeks later, as the spiral of vengeance between
Tamils and Siagalese set off by the ambush continues to
whirl, President Jayewardene and his colleagues give the
impression of pandering to Singalese chauvinism.

Government spokesmen have offered two linked
explanations for the viclence — “a foreign hand’* and a
left-wing conspiracy. The President has conjured up the
threat of an invasion from India; others have hinted at the
possible expulsion of Soviet and East German diplomats.
On July 30 th three Marxist parties were banned and their
presses sealed  Looters have been denounced and at least
1,000 arrested. along with & number of left-wingers. Calls



for a separate Tamil state in the north have been declared
unconstitutional. Yet there has been littie official public
disapproval of the racist hate behind the attacks on the
minerity Tamils by Singalesc.

Some Singalese have also been injured in the firestorm
and tens of thousands of them bave seen their jobs disappear
in the wreckage of Tamil-owned firms. But the overwheim-
ing majority of the victims of Sri Lanka's ethnic war have
been Tamil: hundreds dead.many thousands hometess and
millions of pounds worth of industriat and commercial
property turned into smoking ruins.

This catalegue of destruction is mot in itself evidence
of s failure of official will to centain it. A Secwrity furce
of 30,000 soldiers and policemen that ennnot cope with
some 200 Tamil terrorists is not likely to do well against
Singalese mobs.  But for days the soldiers and policemen
were mot overwhelmed: they were voengaged or, is some
cases, appsrently abetfing the attackers. DMumerows eve-
witnesses attest that seldiers and pelicemen sfcod by while
Colombo burmed. Were they folléwing their ewn communsl
snstincts, or signals frem abeve 7

What the troops and the rioters did ot get was a
clear public order to stop the mayhem. After two days
of violence, and the murder of 35 Tamils in a maximum
security jail, the only editerial im the government~ run
newspaper was on ‘‘saving our forest: cover’'. It wus
five days after the precipitating ambush ard a day after a
second prison massacre that the people of Sri Lanka heard
from their 77 year-old President. ©n July 28th, Mr.Jaye-
wardene spoke on television to demounce separatism, and
proscribe any party that endorsed it, in order o appease
the natural desire and request’” of the Singalese “to prevent
the country being divided’*. Not a syilable of sympaiby
for the Tamil people or avy explicit rejection ef the spirit of
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vengeance, Next day Colombo was a baitlefieldr more

than 100 people are estimated to have been killed on that
Friday alone, and 30,000 Tamils fled to refugee camps.

The President is known to have held out against
demands in the past from his cabinet for harsh anti-Tamil
moves. Is he now a prisoner of the army and of his own
hard men, such as the minister for industry, who is a public
critic of the Tamils? §f so. it is partiy the fault of his
own highly centralised presidential system. Although there
are ‘Tamils in his cabinet, and the attorney-general, Mr.
Puasupathi, and the inspector-general of pclice, Mr. Raja-
singham, are both Tamils,Mr. Jayewardene has no minister
for ‘Tamil affairs and no contingency planning staff,

The president was not in conciliatory moed when
the Singalese backlash began. His offer of a conference
1o discuss terrorism  had been rejected a few days earlier
by the opposition parties and he had been compelied
to widen its agenda to include Tamil grievances. Then
there was India. Just when the president was [eeling
beset by his own bumptious Tamil opposition, its friends
in Idelhi expressed concern about Sri Lanka’s emergency
regulations These irritations may have affected bis
judgment when the storm broke. Anti - Indian stories in
the local press were undoubtedly one reason why the
mobs turned against Indian nationals inciuding diplomats,
and Indian - owned property. A few days after a lightaing
visit by the Indian foreign minister Mr. Rao, on July
30th, the president continued to ride the anti -~ Indian
tide with a leaked allusion to a possible Indian invasion.

It will be some time before the full toll of these
‘weeks of fire and brimstone is kpown, partly because
50 many Tamils have fled their homes. The refugee
cam» population had reached 76,000 by the end of the
first week, according to offictal figures released by
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diplomats. On July 29th the first boatload of displaced
Tamils set off for the relative safety of Jaffna. Other
boats, including three lent by India, will continue the
sea ~ Lift.

In Celombo, top - level civil ssrvants and incusirialists
— members of a once-privileged Tamil elitc which was
never touched by any previous communal disturbance
— have been cowering in the homes of Singalese friends.
The 17 members of parliament in the Tamil United
T.iberation Front, the largest opposition party stayed under-
ground until they surfaced for a strategy session in Jaffnz
this week. They had already decided to resign their seats,
in protest at Wr. Jayawardene’s six year extension of
parliament approved in a referendum last December-
Now unless the party gives up its ritwal ¢ mmitmcn to
a separate Tamil state, it will be ouilawed and its membzrs
barred from all employment.

A swathe of burnt cut shoplronts across the country
is visible evidence of the flattening of the country’s
most vigorous commercial class. Two weeks ago Tamils
owned 602 of the wholesale trade and 80% of the retail
trade in the capital. Today that tradeis gone. Food
shortages and inflated prices are one result. The Tamil
industrial base, built up cver generations, 15 no more.
Censored news broadcasts are mainly about the efforts
of government agencies to fill the food gap. These two
weeks of terror will cripple 5ri Tianka materially for
years, but the damage to the national psyche may be
even longer - lasting. A separatist movement can some-
times be stamped out by determined repression. Two
alienated communities cannot be welded back toge'her
by similar means.



“Sri Lanka is in a tunnel
of which no end is in

J

sight. ....°
Arab News, Saudi Arabia.

The fature of Sri Lanka looks bleak. The division
between Tamil and Sinhalese has so intensified these
past ten days that if anything is clear it is that the
country is never going to return to what it- was before.
Sri Lanka is in a tunnel of which no end is in sight.

It has to be said straightaway that much of the fault
for this impossible situation lies with the government.
President Jayawardene has not handled his country®s crisis
with either skill or tact. First he appeared to give in,
if not actively side with the Sinhalese extremists by announ-
cing that separatist organizations would be banned. That
automatically meant Tamil separatist organizations which
include the main opposition party the Tamil United
Liberation Froant. Then by separating the Tamils and
Sinhalese physically, shipping the Capital’s Tamil population
up te the predomirantly Tamil area along the northeast
coast of the island, while the Sinhalese there flee south, the



government proceeded to boost the cause of separatism
by creating de facto partition.

To be fair to Jayewardene, it should be added that
his options were limited  Tlowever he now seems 10 have
realized the dangers inherent in what the government was
doing. Ieis now desperately trying to backtrack. Instead
of blaming Tamil terrorists and Sinhalese eftremists for
the conflagration, the gevernment now peints the finper
at leftl- wing Marxists, accusing them of trving to destahilize
the country in preparation for a Communist Coun and
smaly ng that they have been acting under orders from
Moscow. The pro - Moscow Communist Party has been
outlawed as have been the Trotskyite Kqual Society Party
and the People’s Liberation Front, which was commonly
held respousible for the 197} riots that left szveral thousand
persons dead. The leaders of all three parties have been
arrested and the government is apparently considering
breaking off diplomatic relations with the Scviets and other
East European states.

It is very easy to blame outsiders for any country’s
problems — to find a scapegoat. Plainly what President
Jayewardene hopes is that by telling Tamils and Sinhalese
alike that they have been manipulated by foreigners.tempers
will be calmed. :

The trouble is thatit may be too late. The country
is heading toward partition  What has happened in these
past ten days will have destroyed many Tamils’ loyalty to
Sri Lanka. They have seen the police and the armed
forces stand idly by as Tamils were killed and beaten,
their homes and businesses destroyed. In some cases it was
she police and armed forces who led the atiacks. Most
Tamils must now be asking whether they have any future
as Sti Lankans. The Tamils who aecount for only some
20 percent of the population control the lion's share
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of  the country’s industry and commercc. They are
comparatively wealthy and well educated. They were
particularly favoured by the British in former colonial days.

This prosperity has aroused intense jealousy amongst
¢he majority Sinhalese population. Even if the goevernment
brings the politi-al situation under control, as it probably
will, it will not pat an end to the majority's feelings of
resentment and jealousy. Mot unnaturally thevefore, the
Tamils see their only hope in partition and they ook

io india te belp them.

With Sri Lanka still seething with fear aand racial
hatred, the role of India is crucial in all this. Comparisons
have already been made with Cyprus, with India envisaged
as plaving the role of Turkey,invading to protect the Tamils
as Turkey did to protect the Turkish Cypriots in 1974,
Thers are however, important differences. First India
bas never claimed or held sway over Sri  Lanka.
Secondly, the prospect of an independent Tamil state in
Sri Tanka isnot one Mrs. Gandhi’s government would
relish. It would encourage Tamil separatists in south
India. Mevertheless. Mrs. Gandhi has made it quite clear
that India has a role to play in what happens. “It would
be idle to pretead that we are not affected by what happened
clsewhere’', she announced. referring to events in Srj
Lanka. It is a warning that President Jayewardene
understands.
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“He (President Jayawardene) should be told
that Britain is no longer prepared to bankroll
a man who is presiding over a campaign

of near - genocide against part of his

"

population . . . .

New Statesiman, London, 29th July, 1983

SRT LANKA is burning again. Several huadred
Tamils have been killed in the past week, and at least
20,000 have been made homeless. Now the Sri Lankan
goveromenti says that it is creating an emergency com-
mittee to provide food and shelter for the Tamil re-
fugees. The Tamils can be fotgiven if they do not show
much gratitude for this act of charity, for this week’s
horrific viclence, in which Sinhalese lynchmobs roamed
the streets of Colombo. attacking anyone who happened
to be a Tamil, is the direct fault of the Sri Lankan
government itself,

For years, leading Sri Lankan politicians have en-
couraged their fellow Sinhalese to see the minority Tamils
as second - class citizens. Matching action with words.
they have introduced laws and regulations which bave
made it almost impossible for the Tamils to find de-
cent education or employment. They bave also super-



vised a programme of colonisation under which Tamil
farmland has been banded over to the Sinhalese.

*Law and order’ was one of President Jayawardene’s
mzain slogans when he was elected in 1977. Yet there
iz neither law nor order in Sri Lapks: Javawardene
himself has seen to that. Under the Pubhe Secuniy Act,
the Police apd army are allowed to bury or cremate
dead bodies without any need for an ingquest or post
mortem. Under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, people
can be detained for up io I8 months without trial or
sxplunation. Torture has become a normal part ¢f pelics
procedure, as Amnesty International’s report this nonth
showed.

In Britain, there may be a fendency to view the
violenoe in Sri Lanka as part of some unfathomable
feud in a faraway country of which we know nothing.
Y=t Britain is inescapably involved It was Biitain, a5
the colonial power, which breught Indien Tamils teo
Ceylon to work the iea estates. It was Diitain  which
encouraged the indigenous Tamils to help with the running
of the colonial bureaucracy. When Britain departed, in
1948, the Sinhalese toock over the country and began
te exact their revenge. The plantation Tamils were
stripped of their citizenship, and theicdigenous Tamils
were siripped of their jobs.

Even today, Britain’s connpections with Sri Lanka
are close. Sri Lanka’s main expeort. tea, is still con-
trolled by the British companies who set the price.
Sinhalese colonisation of Tamil areasis being helped by
a huge irrigation scheme,partly paid for with British money.
Ceriainly the Tamils themselves consider that Britain has
spme responsibility for their fate. Is it too much to

hope that the British government may at last, seek to
make amends? In October, President Jayawardene will
pay an official visit to London. He should be told
that Britain is no longer prepared to bankroll a man
who is presiding over a campaign of near- genocide
against part of his population.



“One cannot but admire the creativity shown
by the Jayawardene government in finding
scapegoats for the violence against Tamilg..”

New Statesman, London, 5 August 1983

AFTER TWO weeks of murderous attacks on Tamils
in Sri Lanka, which have left hundreds dead and many
thousands homeless, there is now a possibility that other
countries may enter the conflict. On Monday this week
UPY reported that Presidest Jayawardene had requested
military assistavce from Pakistan, Bangladesh, Britain
and the [JSA: it added that Pakistan and Bangladesh
had ‘responded positively’.

The Sri Lankan government immediately dempied
the report and exupelled the correspondent who bad
written it. A Foreign Office spokesperson in London
told the N5 that ‘the Sri Lankans have taken sound-
ings on assistance, but we're not prepared to go into
details about what sort of assistance they were taking
soundings on’. But he denied that Britain had been
asked for military assistance.



Even if Britain does keep its distance, there is no
guarantee that the countries of the Indian sub-continent
will do likewise. Many Indians are now wurging Mrs.
Gandhi to send troops to northern Sri Lanka to protect
the Tamils there. She has resisted these calls, but if
forces from Pakistan or Bangladesh were to arrive in
the island by official ipvitation, President Jayewardene’s
warning of an *‘Indian invasion’ could beceme a self-
fulfilling prophecy.

Even if things do not go that far. relations be-
tween India and Sri Lanka will still have been seriously
damaged by the events of the last fortnight. India has
accused the Sri Lapkan authorities of failing to stop
the violence; Sri Lavka, in turn, has accused India of
giving ald and comfort to Tamil separatists.

One cannot but admire the creativity shown by the
Jayawardene government in finding scapegoats for the
violence against Tamils. Apart {rom blaming the Tamils
themselves (and their Indiap {riends} it has also suggested
that the Scoviet Union, the Vaticap apd Amnesiy Inter-
pational are responsible,

The Tamils themselves are more interested in pre-
serving life and limb than in taking orders from Yuri
Andropov. There are now at least 75,000 Tamil refu-
gees in 17 camps around Colombo.and they are worried
that the army may not protect them from attack. Two
boatloads of Tamils have already been ferried to the
comparative safety of northern Sri Lanka, but at this
rate of progress it will take at least a month and a
half for all the refugees to be evacuated.
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“] saw a minibus full of Tamils stopped
by Sinhalese who poured petrol over it and
set it on fire. All the doors were kept

closed and several people must have watched

T

the 20 Tamils burn to death....

Norwegian tourist Eli Skarsiein, Osio

OSLO, July 29 (AFP) — A Norwegian tourist who
has just returned from Sri Lanka said she saw 20 Tamils
burn to death in their minibus after it was set on fire by
rioters. Kli Skarstein told the newsnaper Verdens Gang
she believed ‘‘hundreds. may be thousands” had died in
the island’s riots between majority Sinhalese and the Tamil
minority. Shewitnessed the burning on her way to Colombo
International Airport on Monday.

¢ A minibus full of Tamils was stopped by Sinhalese
who poured petrol over it and set it on fire. All the doors
were kept closed and several people must have watched the
20 Tamils burn to death,”* she told the paper here Friday.
She said when she left with her dauoghter, after curtailing
their three-week holiday on the island. the capifal was an
inferno. “*There were burning houses everywhere and one
of the main tourist attractions - the fortress of Colombo
— was on fire*’.



She said she had never been threatened herself. ““The
main target for the gangs was the Tamil pepulation. Women,
children and old people were being slaughiered’”, shesaid.
'The army and poliee had done nothing to stop the massacrcs
and it was obvious the authorities were trying to 1mposs &
news blackout on the riots. ‘*Not a single word was
mentioned on the radio news about Tamils being killed” she
said,adding that she did not believe the official government
dsure of 60 deaths.

More than 35,000 personsin Colombo and thousands
more in the highland city of Ksndy who have been made
homeless by the violence are now housed in 17 refugee
CAmps.

Meanwhile, a petrol bomb was thrown against the
front door of the Sri Lankan Embassy in Hyde Park gardens,
Westminster, T.ondon,early Friday but damage was slight.
Police chased a dark - skinned mao believed to have been
responsible, but he got away. An embassy staff member
put out the blaze with an extinguisher.



Honeymooners on therun .. ..
Violence followed them to
Tea country

New Statesman, London — 12 August 1983

TO ESCAPE the paralysing summer heat and ill
health of the surrounding coastalareas of what was then
called Ceylon, the British built Nuwara Eliva as a charm -
ing replica of rural England. Two weeks ago this small,
and in many ways rather beguiling, Sri Lankan town
became the fecal peint for much of the communal vio-
lence that has engulfed the island.

As the town burnt to charcoal and the Tamil in-
habitants ran for their lives, I watched Sri Lankan
soldiers on the spot stand idly by. While the officers
in charge may have been in two minds about allowing
the mob violence to spread, their rank and file were
not. The soldiers con the street seemed aquite willing te
stand and look on as the inhabitants burnt one another’s
property, where this conformed to their own prejudices.

Nuwara Eliya is at the heart of tea plantation
country; the western tourists’ image of smiling tea pickers



clad ip brightly coloured cotton saris could aimost exist
here. Its remote position, perfect for idling tea magwaies
and holidaying imperial army officers, ensured that the
town escaped the great social and economic movements
of modern times, and much of the racial turmeil of the
last 3@ years of Sri Lankan history - until now.

The curfew on Friday 29 July was a farce, serving
only to keep civilian cars off the road. Although the
troops did not actively participate in the mavhem them-
selves, they certainly did nothing to discourage it; crowds
were allowed to roam the town st will. Many of the
casualties of that day poured into the back of our botel,
seeking what treatment they ceuld find, They maintained
that much of the damage wess done by imported thugs
and *communisis® frem Kandy and further west. How
else could it be that a seemingly peaceful community
imploded and itself destroyed what had taken years to
build?

The answer is not so straighitforward. The Tamil
rafiugees who took to the hills ihat evening, and pilfered
everything in their path, were running from a violent
expression of racial and class harred. Nuwara Eliya's
demography makes it a leadiog candidate for corflict of
this nature. Most of the working population is composed
of Tamil plantation workers, who were criginally impor-
ted by the British from South India. This majority co-
exiats with a moneyed Tamil middle class which owns
86 per cent of Nuwara Eliya’s shops and other businesses,
as well as much of the town’s sought - after real estate.

Singhalese revenge for recent political killings could
thetcfore turn neatly to an area of demse Tamil popu-
lation which had the added attraction of a vulnerable
and wealthy elite. The Singhalese peasants who I saw
smach and vendalise one particular provisions store were
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expressing not just a generslised hatred of a vecifercus
minority who demanded their own siaic, but also fris-
tration with a shopkeeper to whom they had owed mcney
for years.

The mixture in the primitive Singhalese molotov
cocktails was a blend of economic and cultural bitterness.

WE TAD ALREADY been in Sri Lanka for 10 days,
on honeymoon, before the events of 29 July. We bad
started in Colombe: we then fied to Kandy to cscape
the violence; when it followed us there, we moved to
Nuwara Eliya. Yet subsequent reporis confirmed that
the damage done to Nuwara Eliya was at least the equal
of anything experienced eisewhere. When we arrived it
had a church, numesous Fudor style cotiages, the finest
golf course in Asia and the *iliil Club’. From this for-
mer colonial gentlemen’s cJub overlooking the town,
much of the destruction was clearly visible. By dusk on
Friday 29 July, not oone building in the central strest
was left standing: fire had spread to the hills, too, en-
gulfing shops, homes and buses in an orange glow,

At the Club, the manager complained that be had
expected a coachload of about 50 eager German tourists
but he now had to content himself with three siranded
couples, two of them English and one American. The
staf of 30, isolated from their Tamil families, put on
2 brave face in going about their duties, even insisting
that 1 wear a tie for dinner. But all owr bags had
alrzady been packed.

For the following two days we were prevented from
leaving the hotel grounds, but we were able to discern
a significant change in the attitude of the military. Where
previously 1 had been left unmolested, I pow wandered
as close as I dared to gain a suitable vantage point but
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was spotted by a businesslike soldier who bundled me
back into bounds with the help of the barsel of his cid
but menacing. 303 rifle.

By Sunday evening it seemed 1hat the Singhalese
were sated, since the curfew was now being strictly en-
! forced. A peace had fallen on the town, broken only
by the occasional army jeep and the immutable sounds
of Sri Lanka’s unique bird life. We obtained our cus-
few pass and left at dawrn the following day. The sides
of the road were adorned with lengthening focd gucues
and crowded refugee huts. Surrounding vijlages too had
been subject to specific firings where one or lwo shops
in the main street had Feen destroved. Tut this paled
by comparison with the damage done to Nuwara Eliya,
a town whose centre had been incinerated in g single
afternoon. As we departed, two days after the attacks,
it was still smouldering.

~34-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Most of the Sri Lankan
politicians are Hars .. ..

DPavid Selbourne

Sunday Times 31 July 1983

The horror of what has befallen the Tamils in the Iast
weeks has echoed across the world. PBut it is the whole
tormented state of Sri Lanka which has been wounded in
consequence and will continue 1o be wounded,the Sinhalese
included.

The Tamil community was cold - blondedly scourged
and looted as a collective punishment for the latest Jaffna
ambush, by the 5ri Lankan State’s agents of destruction.
the police, the army, plain clothes security forces,. private
hirelings. prevocateurs,and the street thugs, acting together,
- Indeed, that the world has discovered, and it is overdue, is
what the Tamils have known for a long time - that litile
distinction can be made in today’s Sri Lanka between the
forces of order and murder.

And so, it is always, when legitimacy collapses in 2
polity and a riot takes over, as it has done yet again in
Sri Lanka. But, this time, world opinion has at lgst
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reacted in full to the lot of the Tamil population,something
which will greatly harm the status outside Sri Lanka of the
cynical Sinhalese politicians who now misgovern the
country.

For,even if the foreign press has hitherto been resistant
to the plight of the Tamil people, coverage of the recent
events has been huge throughout the world, and not only in
those couniries with special links with Sri Lanka. Se
that lying Sri Lankan politicians - and most of them afe
fiars-will now have to reckoa with an aroused international
public opinion, which reaches down to the humblest man
in tha street who reads a newspaper or has access to a radio
or television. In ltaly, for example, where I was staying
during the massacres, afier my own expulsion from Bri
Lanka, radio and press coverage of the attack on the Tamil
people was substantial and continuous; the reputation of
Sri Lanka and its present Government will not recover
wherever the facts are known.

This is a great victory for the truth, even if at a bitter
human cost for this unmasking to be achieved. But though
no number of deaths can ever be weighed in the balance
against such considerations, it means at least that Tamil
suffering and tribulation have not gons uarequited.  In
addition, the politicians and soldiers who organised the
attacks on the Tamil community - and then declared the
Tamils® majn political organisations illegal - have
paradoxically, made their own rule over Sri Lanka illegitimate
For every state has a legal and moral obligation to protect
the lives and liberties of all its citizens; if it cannot, or
does not choose to do so, then the state and its legitimacy |
for those citizens ceases to exist- The mers demand in
itself for a greater degree of political self - deiermination
by a section of the citizenry can never justify the withdrawal
from them of the ordinary protections of the law and
constitution: particularly when the overwhelming majority
of these citizens have not taken up arms, and do pot intend
to take up arms, against that State.

35



Yet this isprecisely what has happened to the Tamils of
Lanka, as the world has seen. In consequence. it can be
argoed that they in turn can have little political obligation
and commitment to the Sri Lankan State, when it has so
little obligation and commitment to them. President
Javawardene himself told the Daily Telegraph (July 12,1983)
openly that he had no interest in. or concern for, the lives
of the people of Jaffna; so what obligation do they have to
obey the laws of Sri Lanka? The answer, in law, is none.

Xn addition, to make not only Tamil organisation but
Tamil aspiration illegal. and to punish with loss of civie
rights, possessions and profession those who merely say
they are in favour of a Tamil State has severa] effects. First,
it guarantees the development of the separatist movement
and puts a premium on violence. Second, it brings the
Sinhalese rulers of 8ri Lanka(with their plots,’ foreign hands*
red scares and the rest of the standard nonsense) into
justified ridicule and disrzpute. And, third it ensures a
convulsion in net only Tamil pelitics but aiso in Sinhalese
politics.

President Jayawardene whose days in any case zre
numbered - as the increasingly vicious succession struggle
now under way also indicates - i3 himself going to have to
pay the price of this year of catustrophic political blunders
for Sinhalese interests:After all, to help destroy an economy
i5 one thing; but to help destroy the polity too, and its
chances of survival as a stable state is ansther.Javawardene,
never serious about negotfiation with the Tamils (as I
gathered quickly from my cenversation with him in 1952)
4n succeeding in both. It is a considerable achievement,
for which the more far- sighted Sinhalese politicians and
soldiers waiting in the wings will not fergive him, to have
intimidated the Supreme Court, savaged the Parliamentary
system, wrecked larze sectors of the economy and shed the
blood of thousands in the name of the nation. Stutes,
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particularly those already unatable and economically under
great pressure, do not easily repair their institutions from
damage as great as this.  Neither will the Tamils, L' should
‘think, torzet or forgive the violence against them in ihese
tast weeks. But of all the crimes of July, the most wicked:
single event - though it is invicious to particularise in such
a sea of marder - must be the killing of Dr. Rajasundaram
the Seerstary of the Gandhivam mevement.

{ was prond to regard him as & friend, and will never
forget him. For a believer in non - violence and the relief
of the n=edy to be beaten to death in his cell by convicts,
assisted by the security Torces, is the reward in today’s Sni
TLanka, so it seems, fora man who deserved the world’s
greatest honours for his prodigious efiort of rtehabilitatien
and resettlement of the Tamil plantation refugees, +the
Sinhalese state claimed that he, like the noble Catholic
priests whom I saw brought to trial in Colombo, was
secretly in league with the Tigers, but so, too, are millions
of other Tamils, ipside and outside Sri Lanka.

Tather, he deserves to be remembered asa great and
tireless fighter for the most dewnirodden of the world’s
workers:a man of | coergy and  dedication whose
achievements dwarf those of his persecuiors. After ali,
there is nothing positive for which Sri Lackao history will
remember President Jayawardese, or Cyril Mathew or the

=

warders of Welikade. But for men like Rajasundaram
_‘Ehare will always be a memorisl, always honcur;the honour
of being remembered with respect and affection by thoese
whom he aided.

But what was done to Dr. Rajasunderamy, and the
other Tamil leaders. murdered by the State's agents while
in theiz custody.as well as the attempt te destroy all effective
representation of legitimate Tamil interests, is destined to
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rebound on the Sinhalese. TIndesd, it alveady hias. Their
crippled State ~ for it is their State and. now, no-one else’s;
~has baen doastically weakened politically and diplomatically
econoniically already deeply mertgaged to the World Baok.
as Presitent Jayawardene himsell admitted to me in 1982;
it has now suffered further devastation. And as Tamil
refugres head once more towards the North, the pro-
blems for the Sri Lankan State apparatus of a de facto
paftition under the shambles and brutality of military
ruis oin to despen. Major General Tissa Weeratunge
f last year in Colombo that the Sri Lankan
army was not winning the battle with the Tamil “Tigers’;
now, after muting and riot, the army will be even less
caniable of controlling the growing militancy of Tamil youth
who could now never surrender their demands for self
- determination.

The omens are ripe for a future of continuing revenge
and reprisal. But those who presently rule Sti Lanka have
been damned in the eyes of the world - and in the eyes of
the increasing numbers of Sinhalese also - and that at least,
is a step forward. Some day, since there can be no victory
by either side over the other by violence, serious political
negatiation will begin: for the first time in post-Independence
Sri Lanka.

it will not be presided over by any of today’s leaders,
Sinhalese or Tamil. Iivents have overtaken them. But
tragically, many more lives will be lost, and many years
pass,before Sri Lauka’s Sinhalese and Tamils co - exist
ohce more - as they did before colonialism destroved the
political ecology of the island-under the political settlement
which divides real power, as in the end it must be divided.
belween the two nations of Sri Lanka.
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“Ever since Ceylon became
independent in 1948, the Tamils
have been a persecuted
winorilty . . .

Francis Wheen

The Times, London — 20 August 1983

During the last outbreak of serious communal vio-
lence in Sri Lanka, in 1981. I met a 74 - year - old.
Tamil doctor standing in the blackened ruins of his house
on Main Street, Jaffna. It had been fire-bombed by
Sinhalese police officers a few nights earlier- The doctor
told me that he had lived in the Sinhalese ~ dominated
town of Kandy until 1977, but then his house there
had been burnt down. *<1 had a good practice in Kandy*’.
he said. “"but I moved here because it was the only
place where I felt safe, where I could be among other
Tamil people. Now my house here has been burnt down.
so it seems I'm not even safe in Jaffna. Where can
I go now?*’

It is a question which more and more Tamils have
been asking.

Some have answered it by emigrating, most com-
monly te DBritain, West Germany or the United States.



'Those who have stayed, however, have come to believe
that there is only one way to protect themselves frem
the increasingly freguent Sinhalese attacks: the creation
of a separate Tamil state - referred 1o as Belam - in the
teaditional Tamil areas in the north and east of the
island

To the outsider, such a suggestion m.x) seem wiidly
impractical - aud ill - omened, il on fects on lhe su-
ccess rate of other partitioned islands, -<w}" as Cyprus
or lreland. But the Tamils argue that this is an unfair
comparison. Hlsewhere, they say, partmr.-n has created
artificial edifices; Tamil Eelam, on the piher haud, wouid
be a recreation of the Tamil Kipgdoms that existed
1 pre-colonial days.

If one remains unconviinced, the Tamils produce their
elincher: *What is the alternative?

It is difficult to think of one. Ever simge Ceylop
hecame indepsndent in 1948, the Tamils have been a
persecuted miinority. Their language and culture Hhave
been downgraded; they have been discriminated agaipst
in employment and education; and they have been su-
bjected to violent physical attack. Gerocide s a word
that must be used with care; but how else is one 1o
describe the impulse which guided the Sinhalese lynch
mobs this week?

Alarming numbers of Sinhalese now wish to see the
Tamils driven off the face of Sri Lanka, and are more
than willing to carry out the task themselves.

The Sri Lankan government must take its share of
the blame for this. Im recent years, President Jayawar-
dene has from time to time tried to sound conciliatory,
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admitting that some Tamil complaints might be justified.
However, his action - or lack of it-has belied these soo-
thing worde, and in a television broadeast this week,
he said that since the Tamils had so annoyed the majo-~
rity community by advocating partiticn, he and his govern-
ment bad decided to calm things by making it illegal
to urge the separation. The government, when presented
with evidence that the army or the police have cem-
mitted atrecities againat defenceless Tamils. has usually
reacted with 2 chrug of the shoulders. Sometim

a netimes; in-
deed, police misconduct has actually been iewarded. In
two separate cases recently. the Supreme Court found
that police officers had acted illegally; in both cages,
the officers concerned were preomioted socon after the
judgement. 7he security forces have interpreted this as
a licence to do as they please with impunity, and Pre-
sident Javawardene has not seemed eager to disabuse
them. Early last meanth he introduced a regulation which
allows the police to cremute or bury dead bodies, if
they think it ‘‘necessay’’, without any inguest or post
mortem taking place.

Under the Prevention of Tetrorism Act, [which has
heen used almost exclusively against Tamils, suspects
¢an be held without trial for up to 18 months. Thres
weeks ago Ampesty lnternational published a 1o
which sugpesied that Tamils detained under the A\,.;j“(i
been tortured. bothin army camps and by the police
President Jayawardene dismissed the allegations assoon
a8 the report appeared, dencuncing Amnesty as ‘‘com-
munists®®. This reactien was consistent with his normal
approach to the bearers of bad tidings. One month ago
he ordered the closure of two leading Jaffua newspapers.
Suthanthiran and the Saturday Review. which had printed
accounts of attacks on Tamils in Trincomalee. At the

ame time he confirmed that in future all candidates for

ri
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Parliament would have to swear in an affidavit that they
would not support the Tamils® demand for a separate
state. All this was done in the name of “‘eliminating
terrorism” -~ a reference to the Tamil Tigers, who have
been held responsible for attacks on troops and police,
It is a gqueer sort of logic which holds that the best
way of elimimating Tamil terrorism is to ban all Tamil
political parties and proscribe the main Tamil news-
papers. But President Jayawardeme, like many eof his
compatriots, seems to use the words “‘terrorist®” and
««Tamil’’ as if they were interchangeable these days.
He told an interviewer this month: <*I am not worried
about the opinien of the Jaftna people now. Now we
can't think of them; not about their lives or of thew
opinion of wvs."™*

Given this hardening of attitude, it i1s hard to ses
how Sri Lanka‘s drift into civil war can be stopped.
The government is determined that the Tamils’ demand
for Helam must be silenced: yet each bout of com-
munal viclence pierely strengtheas the Tamils® conviction
that a separate state is the only solution.
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Eyes ‘gouged out’ in
Sri Lankan gaol

David Berssford
in Colombo

The Guardian, London.

The Badulla massacte of civilians is the only one.
apart from Jaffpa, of which the Guardian has an account
from a witness. But there are reperts of at least one
other, similar massacre in the town of Nuwara Liliya, near
Badulla. in which 13 people are said to have been killed.
Troops were again allegedly involved.

While accounts of these massacres are circulating
widely among Sri Lanka’s Tamil population, it is the
massacres in the Welikada gaol which are attracting the
most attention. There is particular interest in circum-
stances in which two alleged guerrilla leaders were kiiled.

The two men, Sellarasa **Kuttimani®* Yogachandiran.
leader of the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation and
a political writer and Ganeshanathan Jeganathan had been
sentenced to death last year for the murder of a police-
mian.



In speeches from the dock, the two men gnnounced
that they would donate their eyes in the hops that they
would be grafted on to Tamils who wouls see the birth
of Eelam. The independent state for which they were
fighting.

Secondhand reports from Batiicalea gaocl. where the
survivoers of the Welikada massacre are now being kept,
say that the two men were forced to kneel and their
eyes gouged out with iron bars before they were killed.

One version has it that Kuttimani’s tongue was cui
out by an attacker who drank the bloed and cried:
‘I have drunk the blood of a Tiger'.

The two men were among 35 killed in the Welikada
gaol on July 25. Another 17 were killed in the gaol
two deys later and the Guardian has obtained a first
hand account of part of the fighting in this incident,
including the circumstances im which Sri Lanka’s Gand-
hian leader, 'Dr. Rajasunderam, died.

Dr. Rajasunderam was one of nine men, including
two Catholic priests and a Methodist minister, who were
moved out of their cells immediately affer the July 25
killings - to make way for survivors moved into their
cells on security grounds - into a padlocked hall, upstairs
in the same block.

The nine, convinced that further attacks were coming,
made repeated representations to the prison authorities
on July 26 for better security measures, Assurances
were given that they would be protected, but nothing
was done.

At 2-30 p.m on July 27, bearing screaming and
whistling outside, one of the priests looked out of a

A6



high window and saw prisoners breaking in from a
neighbouring cempound, wielding axes. iron bars, pieces
of firewood. and sticks. There was no sign ol prisen
guards.

The mob, which was later found to have killed 16
prisoners in the downstairs cells, ran up to the hall and
bezan breaking the padlock.

Dr. Rajasundcram then went to the door and cried
out “Why are you trying to kill ns? What have we
done to you?”’

At that moment, the door burst open and Dr.
Hzjasunderam was hit on the side of the neck by a
length of iron. Bloed was ssen to spurt several feet.

<At that juncture, we thought we should delend
onrselves,’’ one of the prisoners related. “We broke the
two tables in the hall and took the legs to defend
ourselves.

‘“We kept them at bay. They threw bricks at us. We
threw them back. Pisces of firewood and an iron bar were
thrown at us. We used it to defend ourselves. It went onfor
about half an hour. They shouted: You are the priests, we
must kill vou. *’

The killing was eventually ended by the army, who
moved in with feargas.

An inguest has been opened into the Welikada
massacres, but the above details did not emerge. Prison
warders claim that keys to the cells were stolen from
them.

Lawyers for the prisoners, who have accused the
warders of having participated, claim that they were
not given the opportunity to bring evidence despite re-
presentation to the Government.
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« Was the aged President seeing

phantoms, or was it a gimmick to

gain Western sympathy . . . Y

The Week, India - August 14-02-83.

SARAYU Subramaniam quickened her pace. She
had got off the bus near the Colombo General Hospital after
calling on a friend and new bad to walk nearly two furlongs
to reach her house. Dusk was setting in and if she didn’t
get home before sundown, even her litile brother in the
orithedox Brahmin family would be furicus.

Sarava shivered at the thought of walking down the
narrow lane Ieading to her house as she turned the Kerb.
Oh, there is nothing to worry, she tried to console herself.
Then she heard the wild howling. About a dozen peopis
were running towards her, She saw they carried Raichets
and iron rods, the murderous hate in their gleaming faees
and, bevond them, flames leaping from the houses at the
end of the lame. B8he tried to ruvn, but the legs were
_treacherons, they stood reoted to the ground. “Kiil her.

kill that Tndian bitch'’ someone shrieked.
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After the first blow on the head, Sarayu did rot feel
the wrath of the seaseless attackers. She did not knoow she
had also rsceived a deep stab wound on the Ieft shoulder
and an ugly gash on the back. “They left me for dead”.
she later told her father, who is a teacher. aud all of her
family have sought asylum in 2 refugee camp set up in a
government school along witk hundreds of others.

Far from the general hospital, Eli Skarstein from
Stavenger stood on the balcony of her hotel room gripping
the railing, ““Pack up, Kristin. Quick”, she shouted to
her #5-year-old daughter and rushed to the rcom The
Norwegian tourist, who was in the tourists® paradise that
was Sri Lanka for a two-week holiday, had a minute before
seea the most horrible sight of herlife. A mini-bus carrying
Tamils had been set ablaze after pouring gaseline on it.
All the 20 persons inside the bus, incleding women and
children, burnt to death while hundreds stood witness. ¢°1t
was ghoulish”, Skarstein. onee back home in Norway,
told Oslo newspaper Verdens Gang,

1

Yellow and red tongues of fire leaped high from houses
all over the capital as the Sinhalese rioters set their flaming
terches to homes of Tamil settlers as if they were pessessed
by a demon.  The fire, which cannot diseriminate por
knows ethnic differences, spread to near by Siphalese
houses also and reduced them to ashss, Streets wers littered
with burning vehicles,stones and sticks and smoking corpues.
Under the cover of the darkness diluted by the have of the
full moon, hundreds of homeless Tamils ran to temples and
churches for shelter where many lay prostrate, mumbling
agonised prayers. It was Sunday, July 24. 4

The night was temse with fearsome rumours like
massacre of the Sinhalese minozity in the northern Tamil
-dominated peninsula of Jaffpa, sighting of a rystericus
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ship off the Colombo coast and attack en “the Sri Lankan
deputy high commissioner in Madras. There were even
reports that foreign troops had landed on the island. The
rumours which would later be proved false had. however,
served their purpose. Sinhala passiops were inflamed.

The rumours were floated “after the announcement of
the defence ministry that 13 soldiers were killed on July 23
in an ambush in Jaffna by Liberation Tigers, Tamil extremists
demanding a separate state called Eelam for the Tamils who
form 20 per cent of the total island population. The
soldiers were travelling in a truck when a detonator activated
from a distance exploded. Some of them jumped out and
ran for cover but fell victims to a shower of bullets sprayed
from all directions. The truck was blown up with hand

- gréna<os.

Colombo, 375 km south of the perenially troubled
Jaffna was plunged in Sinhala mob fury once the news
reached the capital through the government controlled radio.
The fuse of the holocaust that was to follow was thus lit by
the government itself which also had taken much pains to
conceal the fact that the army had carried out reprisals to
avenge the ambushed soldiers. It also did not deny or
confirm the terrorists® version that the soldiers had raped
four Tamil women, two of whom killed themselves out of
shame. The Tams] extremists too were not clear abeut
the immediate provecation for the armymen's ambush.
Some said it was in retaliation of the killing of ‘lieutenant’
Lucas Charles Antony, alian Seelan, and another Tiger at
the Meesali forest of Jaffna on July 15.

As whirlpools of insane anger drowned the precariously
kept peace all over the island followed by the wave of leotiag,
killings and arson unleashed by the rioting Sinhalese mobs.
the government clamped down carfew on Colombo.Gampaha,

o



Kalutara and Jaffna. Colombo looked like a battlefield,
with armymen chasing looters and shots ringing out [rom
thorough - fares and bvlanes. Despite the curfew, armed
gangsrampaged through Tamil settlements like Bambalapitiya
and a Ganesh temple in Wellawatte was burnt down.

Those who slept on Sunday night slept fitfullv. Those
who did not, tuned inthe BBC, hoping for a correct version
of the developments. It was in vain. The 8ri Lanka government
was scrupuiously censoring all news and it scemed Jaffna

o

was 0o longer a part of the earth. It was completely cut
off: the Liberation Tigers had blasted off the main bridge °
connecting it to the island and telecommunications links
were ail down. On Monday morning the rumour spread
that tae Tigers had poisoned the water supply mains but it
wag never substantiated. Then came news about the
shocking massacre in the maximum security Welikade
prison of Colombo.

The violence of BSunday was only the prelude to the
horrid death-dance the Sinbalese would siage throughout
the week and after  The next day the voice of the Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation soanaded desperate. “ The city
is full of lies. Believe us, don’t believe anybody else’’, it
said. Just before the announcement, 37 Tami] prisoners
held in the Welikade prison had been brutally beaten ta
death by Sinhalese prisoners alter wrenching sticks and iron
rods from prison walls. Apong those butchered were
Yogachchandran, alias Kuttimani, whom the opposition
Tamil United Liberation Front had nominated to Parliament
and two other Liberation Tiger Leaders Thangadurai and
Jegan, They were fucing death sentence for killing two
policemen in Jaffna last year. Top leader of Tamil Relans
Liberation Front and Gandhiyam Party too fell prey to ths
rabid frenzy.

ACROSS the shallow Palk Strait and the Gulf of
Mannar, the people of Tamil Nadu and their political
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leaders were becoming restive. Dravida Munnetra
Kazhakom leader M. Karunanidi, who also has in the past
voiced separatist demands on behalf of Tamils in India called
upon the Indira government to send its troops marching to
Syi Lanka. it is also an opportune moment for Karunanidi
to embarrass the Uniom government, his party having
severed all connections with the Congress (1) after the
dismissal of the DMK government of Pondichcherry, He
is trying to gain political capital out of Prime Minister
Indhira Gandhi’s reiteration that there was no guestion
of India intervening in the Sri Lanka affairs.

Tamil Nadu Kamaraj Congress president P.Nedumaranp
back from a Tamil United Liberation Front meeting in
Manrpar, brought gory tales of inhuman viclence and hinted
that a 57-member boy scout team of Tamil Nadu visiting
Lanka was in grave danger. (The boy scouts returned safe
to Madras last week. Ruling all - India Anna DMK ieader
M.G. Ramachchandran, not to be outdone, announced
that government ~ sponsored bandh would be organised on

August 7.

In Colombo the situation was worsening with every
pissing hour and riots were spreading to the port town ef
‘{'rincomalee in the upland belt where the famous Temple of
Taoth containing a dental relic of Lord Buddba is located.
Gailors of the Lanka Navy went on a rampage in Tamil
plantation labour settlement in the pilgrim centre and
barnt nearly 200 shops.

Hundreds of tourists, who had come well in advance
to watch the glorious Perhahera celebrations at Kandy
pilgrim centre on August 2 3 rushed to the airport with their
bag and baggage. At the Pettah Bazaar, the big business
centre in Colombo, Industry Minister Cyril Mathew, who
has been aceused of leading an attack on a former Tamil
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minister’s residence, stood watching the shops burn and
the rioters pursue their victims with drawn Weapons.
Beside the Iungi clad Mathew was Lands Minister Gamini
Bissanayake. A little away from Galle Face the body of a
12-year-old boy was found dangling from the staircase of
an apartment with a broken beer bottle stuck in his stomsch,

At Kandy in the central hills, once a nowerful Sinhala
Kingdom which did not experience subjugation till the
British ousted the Portiouese and the Dutch from the island
hundreds of Tamils were bludgeoned and burnt. At
Anuradhepuram, after a lull in the violence on Tunesday.
mobs rampaged through this ancient historical town apd
unscripulous elements and anti-socials joined in the looting.
In a Jaffua prison, warders opened fire after three Siphala
inmates were lynched For the first time, Sri Lanka
President J. R. Jayawardene admitted a pattern in the
violence and looting which he said was engineered by an
organised force. His cabinet members, including Foreign
Minister A.C.S. Hameed, repeated the charge like
obedient choir boys.

Before the shock waves could subside, came the repert
that 17 more prisoners held under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act and the notorious Public Security Ordirance
were murdered in the Welikade prison by Sinhalese inmates.
Amiidst rumours that Jayewardene had lost control over
the army, the soldiers concentrated on a two-pronged
attack: against the rioters and against the Tigers who had
come in large numbers from the northern parts to Colombo
and were sniping at the soldiers from vantage positions they
had taken on roof-tops. The civil strife on the Resplendent
Island (that is what ‘Sri Lanka’ means) had become a
pitched street battle. The attacks on the army by the
Tigers were quick and sudden and they were in military
uniform,
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There were violent reactions in other parts of the world.
In Paris a Sinhala student was thrown out of the window
from the seventh floor of a building on July 28 after a clash
between Tamils and Sinhalese and two more would be killed
later,In-London a petrol bomb was thrown at the Sri Lankan
embassy while before the Indian bhigch commission in
Londenthundreds of amils lit candles and sat up the night.
In Tamil Nadu, a Sri Lankan student was shot dead at
St. Thomas Mount and a Sinhala student was injured.
In Tiruchi, far away from Madras, a private bus driver
lost his cool after being stopped by an anti-Jayewardene
procession and went on a rampage, crushing 3 persons
to death.

Ag Indian External Affairs Minister P. V. Narasimha
Rao was closetted with Jayewardene in Celembo, 13 Tamil
youths were roasted alive at Colombe’s Main Fort railway
station by the security forces who had caught them while
trying to sabotage the track. At Galle. south of Colombo,
armoured cars patrolled the streets and at Borella, Air
Force copters were flying low, almost strafing the houses.

Maradana looked ghostly,and a milliop epreoted Tamils
headed for the clannish safety of Jaffna their strenghold.
The state depsriment of the United States issued a statement
in Washington, conveying the impression that it weuld
stand by in case of any eveatuality. The statement read:
“The department is deeply concerned by ihis violence
because of our warm relationship with 5ri Lanka and our
support for its independence, territorial iniegrity and
unity”. '

Sharp differences of opinion in the Jayewardene
gabinet were meanwhile becoming explicit and in desperation
the government tightened the press gag, forbade Tamil
United Liberation Front leader A. Amirthalingam from
leaving the country and in a sudden move banned the three
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- communist parties — The Communist Party of Sri Lanka,
the militant Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna and the Nava
Lanka Sama Samajs Party.A bill would soon be introduced
in Parliament to proscribe all separatist demands.

Stewart Slavin, a UPI correspondent, dropped a red
hot brick saying that Jayewardene bad sought military
wssistance from US, Britain, Pakistan and Bangladesh and
that it was planning action against Russian and East German
dipiomats. Shockingly enough, it was found that the
Soviet embassy had 300 personnel on its stafi in Colombo
witich was viewed by the government with prave concern.
In Tamil Nadu and Pondichcherry, the Unicn Government
gave open support for the bandh organised by regional
parties and in Parliament many members cried fou
Jeyawardene’s scalp.

Ten davs after the start of the orgiastic riots, the death
toll erossed 2, 009. though officially it was less than 300.
Tamil Orpansations put it well above 4. 600 and
shout a lakh refugees who might eventually land
in India were lodged in filthy, barbed - wire fenced relief
camps even after evacuation of about 600 Tamils to Jafina
by Indian ship Bharat Seema. Nearly Rs.500 million was
lost in the looting and the burning of factories, business
houses and banks which would prove to be a hard blew to
vecover for the Sri Lankan Ecomomy which has been very
delicate even otberwisc, BSaid the state - run Daily News:
. “It was apparent that apart from the human misery, the
damage caused to the country by this violence which left
niles of smouldering embers where homes and prosperous
business once stood, would be tremendous’’.

More than the appalling blood-bath in ethnic riots which
have assumed the dimensions of a civil war, the charge
that some foreign powers are planaming to itnvade the island
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has to be viewed with utmost seriousness. FPresident J.R.
Jayewardene has not yet divulged who the foreign powers
are but the targets of his attack are obvious: India and the
Soviet Union.

Whatever be the truth of the matter — whether the
sged president is secing phantoms, or itis just a gimenick
10 gain the sympathy of the western nations in an hour of
dire need, or his fears are justified - it is a fact that Sri
Lanka had made moves to bolster its defence forces in
aaticipation of an invasion. Sri Lankan forges are woefully
inadequate to defend the country in the event of an invasion
naving only 17,00 persennel in its three services. Likewise
the number of weapons and armoured cars and aireraft it
hys is limited.

Though Sri Lanka had denied, that too not very
catezorically, that it had approached the United States,
Britain, Pakistan and Bangladesh for military sssistance
and cpelied Steware Slavin who flashed the news, there
was no doadi ia Naw Delhi or elsewhere that Jayewardene
did sezk help from -the four nations.  Hxternal Affairs
Minister Narasimha Rao was very positive when he said in
Parliament hat there was substance in the UPT report and
that India was consicering‘options’ to meet the developments.

While the British Foreign office has confirmed that it
had received sueh 2 request from Sri Lanka, the United
States said there was no question eof giving weapons to Srti
Lanka. But the same day. the United States agreed to
deliver sophisticated Harpoon missiles to Pakistan. to whom
it would not be embarrassing to place the weapons at St
Lankan disposal if’ it so desires.

What is significant is that Sti Lanka did not seck heln
from either India or the Soviet Union which had rushed
military equipment to the country to quell the insurgency
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of 1971. 1In fact, most of the aircraft the Lankans now
have are thoese left behind by the Russians under am
agreement of jongterm deferred payment sale.

Jayewardene has been making provocative statements
ever since he assumed office in 1977. Heading the liberal
social democratic United National Party, he has been
drifting towards western powers. Ope of the few Non -
aligned countries to openly denounce the Soviet intervention
in Afehanistan, Sri Lanka also has indirectly welcomed
American and British naval presence in the Diego Garcia.
Further, Jayewardene had virtually signed a deal with an
oil company of America giving it lease rights over oil
storage tanks in the strategic harbour town of 1rincomalee.
The deal was abandoned in the last minute following
protests that the arrangement would pgive formal access to
the US navy in the area. Jayewardene now plans to call
global tenders but it fools nobody since the contract can
still be bagged by the Americans.

When the Indian government voiced apprehensions
over the issue, an overly confident Javewszrdece said: ““We
will give it to anybody we like. We must have friends in
the world**. Hqually noachalant was his observation when
questions were raised about Sri  Lanka’s stand on
Afghanistan. *“If indians invade us for taking a different
attitude, that’s the worst they can de. What are we
frightened of anybody in the world ?... IT'} am alive 1 will
carry on the movement against that invasion® .

‘If India invades us® has been an explosive refrain in
the litany of charges Jayewardene has been making all
these years. Barely two days before he conferred with
Indian External Affairs Minister of the Istrife- torn island,
Jayewardene repeated the refrain. He was quoted in
Colombo’s independent newspaper Sun as saying that *<If
India by any chance even decided to invade us, we will
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fight and may be lose, but with dignity. Then we will go
into exile and come back to our country later’’. This was
despite Prime Minister Mrs. Gandhi’s repeated assertions
that India would not interfere in the internal affairs of
Sri Lanka.

In fact, Jayewardene had tried to whip up anti-Indian
feeling by making a statement a few months ago that
former prime minister Srimavo Bandaranaike had feared
an invasion by India during the B ngiladesh war for having
given refuelling facilities in Sri Lanka for Pakistani air
iorce planes and that she had rushed to the thea US president
Richard Nixon for help against possible Indian reprisal.
Srimavo in her rebuttal reminded Jayewardene that she had
met Nixon in 00t0 ser, two months before the Bangladesh
war started in December 1971.

Jayewardene government’s stunning actusatior that
the communist parties, which have now been banued, had
instigated and trained the Liberation Tigers and infiltrated
the Siahalese rioters with the help of Soviet government
cannot be dismissed all too lightly. Jayewardene’s pro-west
policies an { increasing connections with his < “friends in the
world’* of whom he often hoasts cannot have been to the
liking of Moscow and the communist parties who would
have be:n happy if Sirimavo could come back to power.

Sirimavo has always been looking the Moscow way and
in 1964, during her first terrr as the prime minister, had
expressed displessure at the US sending nuclear warships to
the Indian Ocean. It is also to be noted that she had
prior information about an aborted coup in 1968 against
her successor ministry led by UNP leader Dudley
Senanayake. Later when a Soviet naval squadron entered
the Uolombo harbour for 2 four-day visit, The Times of
London noted that **the ship, craiser and anti - submaripe
frigate, are part of Soviet fleet which has been in the



Indian Ocean for several weeks’” - However, the connsction
if there was any, between the attempted coup and the
presence of the Soviet fleet was never established.

Soon after her return to power in May 1970, one of
the major foreign policy decisions Sirimavo took was to
grant recogaition to the communist governments of North
Korea, North Vietnam and East Germany and suspension
of all relations with Israel. Ten days later, op Yune 24,
she expelled the US peace €oFDS from the countrv. And
it was with Soviet weapons and sophisticated MG aircraft
that Sirimavo suppressed the insurrection led by the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, whose Che Guevara style
guerrilla attacks were considered by the Soviet comimunist
party to be Left adventurism.

'I'he bonds between the Soviet Union and Sirimavo are
still strong.despite the acute Sinkala chauvinism practiced by '
her Sri Lanka Fresdom i'arty and the allegation that the
Russians had actively encouraged the Liberation Tigers and
also the rioters in order (o topple the Jayewardene
government and bring Sirimavo back to power cannot be
easily brushed away. Troe allegation gaing some
respectability from the startling revelation that the Moscow
embassy in Colombo had at least 300 persennel at the time
of the riots. Innormal circumstances, the embassy nead
not have had more than a dozen personnel, especially In
a tiny and upimporiant country like 5ri Lanka. 1t is aiso
poteworthy that Moscow has suddenly vecalled its charge
d'affaires in Colombo, Yezchov, who was at one time the
No 2 man at the south Asian desk at the Kremlin. The
embassy has told the Colombo foreign office thatbe has
gone ““merely on a short holiday®’.



Blood was running in"the streets
of Serendipity. . ..

... and Antony Mascarenhas fled for his life
in Sri Lanka

Sunday Times, 31st July, 1983.

GASWORKS STREET, which runs through thePettah,
Colombo's wholesale food and ‘dryfoeds area. is noted
for two things: the gas company’s fowering gas-holder,
and the peblic lavatory which, despite the stench, is
anxiously sought out by passemgers arriving at the nearby
lons-distance coach station.

Because of the countrywide dusk-to-dawn curfew,
there were few passengers arriving on Friday morning.
And since most of the shops in the Petiah market kad
been looted and gutted by fire earlier in the week,
because they were owned by Tamils, the lavatory was
unoccupied.

At about 10 4. m. - so I was told by half a dozen
cye-witnesses -a young boy walked in and .discovered a
man quietly changing into what leoked like a mnaval
uniform. In the climate of suspicion that hangs over
this lovely island - which glories in its ancient name.
Serendib, the home of Serendipity - he concluded the
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man was a *“Tamil Tiger’’, like one of the seven ter-
rorists killed by a maval patrol the previous evening at
the nearby Fort railway station while ailegediy attempting
to plant explosive devices in a passcnger train.

The boy ran out and raised the alarm. There Is
some confusion about what happened next. But the fact
is that some soldiers went ip and brought the man out.
Then the crowd, which instantly materialises on such
occasions, doused him with kerosene and set him ablaze.

I got there when the charred, naked bedy had been
strung up by the boots from an electric pole outside the
lavatory. A crowd of at least 1,000 people was looking
at it with curious fascination, from a distance of about
50 ;. Young men with wooden clubs kept them away.
Other men moved through the crewd selling lozenges
at a halfpenny apiece.

The carnival atmosphere was broken by a loud ex-
plosion just out of sight, along the facade of gutted
shops on the street. 1t was followed by rapid fire Jiom
light machine-guns. The crowd scaitered as magically as
as it had collected. We all took refuge in the con-
crete crescent of the bus station. There was a
fot of firing. Then word got around: the Tamil
Tigers were trying to blow up the gas holder, which
supplies the capital’s homes and hotels and power industry.

Friends living across the city later told me they bad
got information about this ‘eterrorist attempt™ only
minutes after I had heard it on the scene. Apparently,
bush telegraph has gone eletronic. But what may have
sparked the report was the arrival of an admiral’s heli-
copter which, like the persisent Dragonflies I have seen
over the Bogside in Londonderry, conveys the unmis-
takable message that something’s amiss.
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Sri Lankan Commandos, the egnivalent of our own
SAS, and trained by them, began arriving in Gasworks
Strect. About a deozen men, in camovflage dress and
with Hght machine - guns at the ready, rapidly moved
in to position behind the lavatory. There was a buorst
of clapping and cheering from the crowd.

Then, clearly reassured by the commandos’ presence,
the onlookers began to move forward. I went to the frong
of them. MNothing happened for about 10 minutes and
I cpuld bear the men with lozenpes ence more irying
to drum up business behind me. We should have stayed
in the concreie crescent.

There was 2 sudden crackling in the second storey
of the gutted building acress the read from me. If
sounded like fireworks at first, but then there was a
sudden cloud of smicke and the unmistakable crack of
bullets exploding. Suddenly, T felt like the bottom man
in a scrummage as at least a dozen of us tried to
shelter behind a wall. Thea we all got up and fled back
to the security of the conecrete erescent.

Meanwnile, the commandos were surrounding the
ared and firing into the building. Two small armoured
cars, only shghtly less venomous than the Belfast *'pigs>”,
surned up. There was more rapid firing. The helicopter
kept a tight circle overhead, I managed to find a good
observation platform on top of a bus, with two local
journalists. A loud hailer kept calling out something in
iamil - obviously & warning to surrender. One of the
reporters turned to his friends “‘you know Tamil? Then
you tell us what they are saving.’® The other man was
clearly put outur “‘I don’t understand the dammned lan-
guapge,”’ he retorted.

The irritation was understandable. Tamil has a
dangerous sound in Colombo today. The hard fact is
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that by a caleulated act of violence, a small group of
Tamil terrorists - estimated to pumoer at the most not
more than 408 hardcore activists - has virtually achieved
its obiective of dividing this countiry into two irrecon-
cilable camps: the Siphalese and the Tamils.

There are shades of Cyprus about the situation here.
There have heen situations of sericus Siphalese - Tamij
rioting in the past decade, but apparently there is no
going back now. The ambush of a military pawrol last
Sunday in which 13 soldiers were killed near JYaffna the
main centre for Tamils in the north of the island, was
the last straw for the armed forces.

For more than three years they have been straining
at the bit as their colleagues and policemen were gunned
down by Tamil terrorists, and while President Junius
Jayawardene, aged 76, tried fo negotiate a political
settlement which took in the main grievances of the
Tamils. Jayawardene was well disposed to do so.

During his long years in oppesition to the over-
bearing, dynastic Bandaranaike regime, he had shared humi-
liation. even hardship, with Appapillai Amirthalingam,
general secretary of the Tamil United Liberation Froat.

When Jayawardene was swept into office with an
overwhelming majority in the 1977 general -elections,
Amirihalingam, as leader of the second largest partyin
Parlisment (17 members) became Leuder of the Opposition.
In keeping with his policy of establishing a righteous society
Jayawardene began a political dialogue with Amirtha-
tingam and his group to tedress the Tamil grievances.
He made Tamil one of the State languages. He removed
disadvantages suffered by the Tamils under the previoug
goverament’s policy of standardizing education, a process

of positive discrimination in favour of Sinhalese students.
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But Jayawardene bad a hopeless task. The election®
that had swept him into office had alsc been employed
by Tamil separatists, particularly Amirthalingam’s party.
as a referendum on their demand for the creation of
Eelam, a separate Tamil state. The separatists won hands
down in the 2 Tamil constituencies around Jaffna and
obtained the mandate they wanted.

In these circumstances, even concessions Jayawardene
mnade to the Tamils did not satisfy the hardcore separa-
tists hell-bent on the partition of Sti Lanka. And those,
such as Amirthalingam, who were trying for a political
compromise within the unity of Sri Lanka, were increa-
singly isolated and locked down on as Uncle Toms.

Last October’s presidentia] election, when Amirtha-
lingam s party gave Jayawardene an unconiested run, was
the first important confrontation between Tamil extremists
calling for a boycott and the moderates. In May, dur-
ing the parliamentary by-elections and local government
elections in Jaffna, the extremists, attacking so-called
“collaborators,’® caused widespread violence against Tamil
candidates.

Polling in Jaffna was a disaster. The extremists won.
At the same time there was an upsurge in violence ag-
ainst troops, the police, governmental imstitutions and
government banks - all the hallmarks of classic terrorist
provocative tactics. The armed forces appeared to bein
confusion, not least because of a low level of military
intelligence: blame for this fell upon the president.

Just as his predecessors had done, Jayawardene, on
coming into office, had chosen his own team down to
the base of the administrative pyramid. But intefligence

officers, trained by the Isracli Mossad and the British
M5 - so Iam told - were transferred to inconsequentjal
duties. They were replaced by others more trusted by
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- Jayawardene and his party, but apparently less ex-
perienced. The inevitable result was that the Tamil Tigers
gained the upper hand.

The breaking point came last Sunday when the govern-
ment tried to bury the 13 solders killed in the terrorist
ambush in Jaffna in a single service in Colombo's prin-
cipal graveyard. instead of the normal practice of handing
the bodies over to relatives for burial in their home
villages. As a brave effort to dampen public emotion
1t totally misfired.

For one thing, the families of the deceased were
brovght in from the districts for the ceremony. For an-
other, the bodies somehow failed to arrive from Jaffna
at the appointed time. As the delay increased, so did
the anger of the crowd. Soon relatives were jumping
into the graves saying they would be buried with their
sons, husbands and brothers unless they were given the
bodies to take home for burial.

A reliable eye-witness said a crowd of more than
5,000 gathered at the cemetery, and the moecd became
ugly. The announcement that the funeral would have to
be put back to the next day brought a fresh outery.
The crowd began to stone the police and was in turn
dispersed with tear gas.

As the people ran from the cemetery they began to
attack several Tamil shops along the route. The Borella

area which has a cencentration of Tamil shop - owners
was the worst hit.

Throughout Menday, Tamil shops in the city were
attacked and burned. Shop owners and assistants were
asked to leave. The smart did. Those who resisted

perished with their property. It is oot known how many
people died this way.
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Buses and cars were also stopped and their Tamil
passengers beaten up. Cars were burned and strewn all
over the city. :

The army was moved in to quell the disturbances
by noon that day. but apparently without result. Eye
witnesses say that troops seemed to turn a blind eye to
what was going on. Next day, Tuesday, the looters toek
over, defying the curfew that had been imposed in the
city, its two adjoining districts and the sacred hill city
of Kandy.

On Monday night, 35 Tamil extremists - some con-
victed, others detained under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act - were clubbed to death in Colombo’s Welikada Jail,
the country’s maximum security prison. The government
says it was the result of a jail riot. But gostipin the
city, and there is no way of proving it, points the
finger at irate soldiers.

On Tuesday night, 130 men of the navy garrison in
Trincomalee, the majer port on the east coast, broke
open the armoury. They then entered the town, which
has a mixed population of Sinhalese and Tamils, and
shot up parts of it. Damage or the casualiies remain
unknown. but sources say the men only agreed to re-
turn to barracks the following morning afier they had
received guarantees against disciplinary action.

By mid-week the trouble had spread all over the
island and the government had to impose a 24 hour
curfew throughout the country. President Jayawardene
on Thursday night brcadcast an impassioned appeal to
his people for a return to sanity.

But disaster struck again on Friday morning. The
incident on Gasworks Street fuelled fears that Colombo

-67-~



itself might blow up with the gas works. A new wave
of anti-Tamil sentiment flocded the city.

Affluent Tamils in Colombo, who had hidden to
escape the mobs, were now singled eut for attack in
their homes, which were Jooted and burned. People
seemed to be on a Tamil - catching spree.

'In Hulstdorf, not far from where the country’s
courts are, the body of a Tamil man whose throat had
been cut was brought from somewhere by handcart and
dumped in the middle of the road. Someone from among
the crowd stopped a passing motorcycle, syphoned off
some petrol, poured it on the body and set it alight.

The head burned for some time and then the fire
went out. The body was dragged further down the sireet
and tossed on to a tyre which. was set alight. Tt was
still burning at 5 p.m when curfew was imposed.

The government is now faced with the task of quell-
ing the most sericus and wideepread outbreak of violence
since the country became independent in 1948, without
sparking off a further chain reaction of Killing and public
retaliation.
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«In Sri Lanka.. .. as in Lebanon,
private armies may ultimately

take over control ”
Sunday Times, London - 31st July 1983

BITTER hostility towards the Sri Lankan govern-
mant is building up in India, especially in the south
where India’s own Tamils are concentrated. The prime
minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, is under pressure to take
dscisive action, including sending an *‘evacuation army'’
to take distressed Tamils out of Sri Lanka.

Although Sri Lanka’s Tamils are mostly of local
origin, there are tens of thousands working on plantat-
ions and farms who went to the island from southern
 India over many years.

India is ready to airlift food stocks to the island’s
cat-off northern districts and has also offered emergency
sransport for any of the 50,000 Tamil ‘refugees now in
Colombo telief centres who want to return to India.
But western officials doubt whether this weuld be eneugh
to assmage the restive population in India’s southern
state of Tamil Nadu.



Since the violence erupted on the ish:.ri,-d there bave
been daily demonstrations and attempted vandalism ag-
alost Sri Lankan property in India. In one incident, a
Sri Lankan student was shot dead by three masked as-
sailants in the Tumil Nadu capital, Macras. A second
student was taken to hospital with bullet wounds.

The Tamil Nadu government has come to a virtual
standstill in a six-day period of state - wide protest which
is pot due to end until Tuesday.

~Even if rescue attempts do go ahead - and there are
strict limitations on how the Indians might tackle this
there is great risk to Tamils moving across Sri Lanka
i the hope of such a rescue. Tamil refugees in Colombo
have asked to be sent to the northern, predominantly
Tamil, tip of the island. Bul according to one prominent
Tamil exile in London, *“if they leave Colombo by road
there’s a chance they’ll ke slagghtered.*?

Tamil exiles accuse certain cabinet ministers of whipp-~
ing up racial hatred to bolster support for President
Junius Jayawardene’s Sinhalese government. New, they
say, the persecution will be difficult to contiol.

Only one in every 100 Sri Lankan policemen is a
Tamil. When security forces were ordered last week to
protect Tamils in the seaport of Trincomalee and other
cities, they reportedly foined in the loeting and burning.
No disciplinary measures have so far keen imposed on
the renegade servicemen.

Jayawardene (known as “J R.”), responded last
week to the riots and killings by threatening to ban the
Tamil political party ualess it stopped advocating a se-
parate Tamil state.

A devout Buddhist Jayawardene, lives modestly and
diets on nuts and milk. His political instinets are strong.

s



Last December, he held a referendum that ecffectively
by passed parliament and succeeded in adding six years
to his presidential term.

As Jawlessness and terrorism spread in recent months,
the president banned bicycles = the island’s main form of
transport, in all Tamil regions. This forced more tra-
vellers into buses and cars, despite the fact that the
president had just launched an energy - fconservation
campaign.

Other aspects of the crackdown have been more
drastic. Amnesty Internationa! has found dozens of cases
where suspected Tamil terrorists were denied water and
food for days., after which the security forces rammed
nails coated with chilli powder up their nosirils.

The unrest threatens Sri Lanka’s booming tourist
industry. More than 400,600 peo le including 35040
Britons, visited the island last year. It is thowght that
250 British holidaymakers and 500 resident UK natiosals
are there now.

In London, where the Tamil separatist movement
will now be centred following President Jayawardens’s
banning of it, spokesmen said last week that the only
tactic left to them is guerrilla war.

Tt is this which is inereasingly worrying to TIndia.

The despatch last week of India’s foreign minister,
p,V. Narasimha Rao, to Colombo is, therefore, a deli.
cate undertaking. He will concentrate on assuring the
Sri Lankan leaders thet India will not intervene. Yet
officials in New Delhi are convinced that the violence
is in large part a result of Sri Lanka's army and police
turning a blind eye to anti - Tamil attacks.
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“The first task of Jayawardene,”’ said one angry
official vesterday, *‘is to control his own armed forces.
From what we’ve seen it is the same, wanmton killing
that preceded Lebanon’s war. And there, as may happen
in Sri Lanka, private armies ultimately took over control.”*



Stranded tourists
sip cool drinks as
mobs riot

fan Ward in Colombo

The Daily Telegraph London 30-07-83

THERE was astark contrast in Sir Lanka yesterday.
While renewed racial violence erupted in the capital, fer
stranded tourists the paradise idyll still existed.

Unable to take the normal sightseeing trips to east
coast resorts or hinterland hill stations, they sipped long.
cool drinks on the colonaded, palmfringed verandah of the
famed Galle Face Hote! overlooking the Indian Ocean®s
relentless surf.

And as they gazed westwards across the blue of the
incoming waves, columns of black smoke spiralled into a
cloudless sky a few blocks to the east pinpointing the latest
attacks by the street mobs.

On Thursday President Jayewardene said his
government would never allow two separate states which
is the wish of the minority Tamils. And his words placed
the blame for the past five days of violence squarely on the
group’s three million population .



_As the President outlined legislative measures he would
take next week to make illepal ali movements advocating
separatism, observers felt his attitude could be a catalyst
for further commusnal violence.

Meanwhile plans to ship out the first 2,000 - strong
batch of Tamil refugees recently made homeless were
severely cut back because of the uncertain security situation.

Tnstead, 350 refugees sailed for Jaffna, in the north.
where the separatist movement has been active for years,
aboard a coastal freighter last night- The province is
12 miles across the Palk Strait from the Indian state of
Tamil Nadu.

Later an announcement said the next refugee vessel
would leave for Jaffna within z few days, with 400 Tamils
aboard.

Officials had feared that moving the refupees from
their make-shift camps in Colombo to the harbour could
make them ready tareets for further mob onslaughts,

But after the curfew was reimposed at 5 p.m. it was
decided to move the first group te the dock area. The
transfar took place at dusk and the ship sailed shortly
after aightfali.

There are 30 refugee camps in the Colombo region.
magny established at police and railway stations plus schools
and temples: And a fisure of 20,000 refugees in the areas
is thought to be well short of the total.

In one camp alone, at Ratmalana Airport, more than
6,000 Tamil men, women and children are crammed into
two aircraft hangars. The privately-cwned Upali internal
airline has been asked to quit a third hangar to provide
more space.
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Three days ago the goversment let it be known quictly
around the camps that three ships would be made available
o trapsport Tamils to their ethnic stronghold in the portherr
‘regions around Jaffna. Similar transportation facilities
were offered to Tamils during different communal riots
going back nearly 30 years snd officials approciate the
e=xtreme anxiety of some one million Tamils scattered
ihropghout the primrily Sinhalese populaticn of 1he soutk
and south-west.

There is very real fear that they might make an overland
dash for the north and encounter more racial viclence en
route as they pass through the stronger Sinhalese sections.

Security  officials are hoping that the seaborne
fransportation service will prevent any such desperate
overland scramble.

Meanwhile in the central Fort area of Colombo yesterday
troops fired on a group of alleged Tamil” “Tigers®*(terrorists) -
rn the confusiop that followed several Sinhalese yvouths
were injured as thousands of workers quit buoildings to get
any means of transport home.

Last night & government communique rejected
rumours spreading through the capital that Tamil terrorists
had infiltrated the city.

“*These stories appear to have been believed and,as was
probably intended, angry mobs came on to the roads
damaging buildings, attacking people and stopping traffic,”
#he statement added






Tamils in Britain
protest' .. .

James Allan

The Daily Telegraph London. 30-07-83

SRI LANKAN Tamils living in Britain have joined a
world-wide campaign by fellow exiles aimed at putting
pressure on the government in Colombo to end the current
violence.

Tn London yesterday demonstrations were held outside
the Indian Iligh Commission in the Aldwych and the
Ceylon Tea Centre near Piccadilly. Today Tamils plan to
march from Hyde Park to Downing Street seeking Mrs.
Thatcher’s support in sending relief aid into Sri Lanka.

‘Dr. R. Niththyananthan, headmaster of the West
London Tamil School, said: “‘The international agencies
must act quickly. There is an urgent need for food.
clothing, shelter and medical supplies*’.

A medical scientist at St., Mary's Hospital medical
School, Paddington, he said his name meant *‘always
happy®’ but added sorrowfully that this was not true at
the moment.



Reports getting through indicated that the situation
was very grim. But information direct frem Sri Lanka
was difficult as obstacles were apparently being put in the
way of telephone calls.

Even so Tamils were calling friends and relatives in
places as far apart as Australia, Singapore, America,
Germany, Mauritius, Fiji and India plus Britain.

Reports reaching different countries are heing collated
by the Tamil Information Centre in Thornton Heath. A
24 - hoar switchboard is being maintained.

Tamils in Britain number upwards of 25,008. They
are mainly professiopal people who began arriving in 1957
when a campaign in the island., known as Ceylon, was
launched to end discrimination against the minority Tamils.

They now have temples in Wimbledon. Archway and
East HMam and schools in Greenford and Wimbledon along
with social and cultural centreés and even their own Tamil
Video Shop in Streatham. They also have their own
monthly newspaper, the TAMIL TIMES.

Tamils in Britain are clearly convinced that the Jatest
outburst of conflict has been organised by the island’s
government with the Army as the main spearhead. This
was denied in London yesterday by the Sri Lamkan
High Commission.

Regarding the Island situation from a visitor’s
viewpoint Mrs. Sivakamy Mahalingam, a Tamil living in
Twickenham. who arrived in Sri Lanka with her two sons.
aged eight and seven, for holiday last Thursday, said et
Heathrow yesterday that she was forced to cut short their
stay.
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She had gone from Colombo to stay with relatives
in Mount Lavinia, There the house in which they were
staying was attacked several times in one morning.

Mrs. Mahalingam said she saw thugs carrying long
Staves arrive in Government-owned vehicles. Her children
were forced to leap a rear garden wall to safety before
they managed to leave the district. As their car drove off
it was pursued by a mob.

She had seen troeps hand petrol ito pangs to use to
burn down a shop and decided to leave after her relatives
told herto do so. **We are prepared to die but there is
no need for you and your children to de so,’’ they said.

Har auat’s house in Colombo was burnt down
destroying moest of srs. Mahalingam’s clothes which she
left in & suitcase. She mapaged to reach the airport
by abandoning her sari and dressing as a Sinbalese woman.
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Over a period of 26 years, Tamils ig
Sri Lanka have been humiliated, tortured,
their belongings burnt, and murdered by
Sinhalese mobs and the state Armed Forces.

~ The worst period was in July - August®

1983 when thousanls of Tamil speaking
people of Indian origin suffered at the
hands of the rioting Sinhalese mobs.

This collection from the World Press
is merely a drop in the ocean. There are
many other Press reports and eye witnegsses.

We request the readers to circulate
this booklet after reading. Let there be
more awareness of the fate of our country-
men in Sri Lanka! Let us urge the Central
Government to take positive firm action in
Sri Lankal
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