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ON HINDU IDOLATRY, &e.
SecrioN V,

dYet we do truly pity you, because we see how much wretch-
eduess you suffer and how senselessly you act, in various
; ;
;va._) s. dlhus, though possessed of every anticle of food, you
PaIst and are huugry, saying God will be pleased if youeat not!
: aving time to employ in useful oceupation, you yet desist
rom every kind of labour, under the tormenting notion that
cer%mx‘l seasons and hours are unlucky, and that to work at
such times is both unlawful and of evil consequence, and so
you pass them in inactivity! Instead of bestowing your alins
on poor men; who are at the same time worthy objects of cha-
rn.y.1 )}'{ou heap them upon certain proud and wealthy impos-
tors: You give nol your sweet-scented flowers and other odor-
olus matters, to: those possessed of the power of smell; but
t:",m‘v them sometimes into a copper dish, sometimes into the
river, and at other times place them hefore images void of sen-
sation, and thus waste them to no purpose whatever! In the
wikter season you give yourselves gratuitous pain by bathing
i cold water; in the warm weather you tormext yourselyes
by{sulmg between great fires of your own kindling!” Day and
night you distress yourselves with imaginary fears of ghosts
and witches, and the like; and erroneously supposing that God
15 in one place and not in another, you subwmit to much trouble,
nconvenience and loss, in travelling to various regions as pil-
;gnma, many even dying in consequence! Again, though you
7 g P 9 3 Y
have excellent water at hand, you prefer to use, both for drmk-
ing and bathing, that which is'at onece muddy and fouled with
Inany nauseous substances, and brackish withal. ~ Frequent-
Y, one man marries a great number of wives, ouly to render
them miserable, force them info vice, and brand them with in-
famy, while he himself is involyed in much vexation and
trouble on their account. You purchase for twenty or thirly
rupees, less than the price of a common hack poney, a block
of stone ol a lump of clay and call it your god! Men inflated
with pride, (than which no vice is more contemptible,) full of
crafl and falsehood, vain and beastfnl, you recognize as your
spiritual aglvnsersj.w Instead of causing your sous to be instruet-
ed in the Surya Siddbanta and other astronomical treatises,—
m which it is cléarly shewn that the earthiis a round body and
revolves in empty space, and that eclipses of the moon are
caused by the interyention of the eanth’s shadows; the rain and
dew are produced by the sun’s heat, raising up watery vapour
from the surface of the earth, which afterwards descends in
drops.and showers upon it; with many similar physical facts—
you have them taught 1o repeat like parrots, without under-
standing them, stories from the Purans and other Shastras,
in which the supposed object is to convey religious and moral
!essons clothed i the guise of fabulous narration. Thus, for
instance, you teach them that the earth is a triangular plain
resting on the back of a torloise; that when an eclipse oceurs,
it is Rahu a great demou; enemy of the sun and moon, that
swallows them up! that (lie clouds are celestial personages,
male and female, that pour down rain upon us! and when the
concussion of those clouds occasions thunder; you tell them
that it is the gods uttering their voices! and so on. Ifa per-
sou happen to sneeze, or the chirp of a lizard is heard, yousay
that at such a time to apply to any business or enter onany wi-
dertaking would be followed by some misfortune; these and a
thousand’ other equally absurd and sensecless things we see
you crediting or practicing yourselves and lcachinF to others;
and of course we are afflicted at heholding people were the
forms of men, yel thinking and acting so like creatures without
intelligence.

Again, another cause which occasions disunion and aliena-
tion between you and us is this, that what you regard as the
most binding of religious duties, or the most selemn worship of
the objects you adore, we esteem to bepositive acts of religion.
Thus, to particularize, you conceive caith, stone, trees, beasts,
birds and many things else to be God; we have no such belief:
you consider sundry distortions of your fingers, feet and other
members, with dances and sporls, the wearing of certain pieces
of wood suspended from your nceks, and daubs or spots of
sandal powder and coloured earth npon your foreheads, with
various similar practices, as things productive of religious mer-
it, but we see no such value in them: you say that it is merito-
rious to drink the water, or wear on your bodies the dust and
mud of certain places but we have no such opinjons: some a-
mong you eat, even in unclean places and wilh impure hands
foad brought from particulas spots, esteeming it both pure and
a means of acquiring religious merit, which we can by no
means allow; moreover, some secls among you look upon the
use of intoxicating subslances, the destruction of animal lfe,
and feasts of blood, as acts of spiritaal worship of the Supreme,
which we cannot at all regard as such: other sects, again, re-
gard the eating of the i purities ejected from the bodies of men,
or cows, as productive of religious merit, a practice in which
we can see nothing at all of areligious character. Moreover,
vou burn widowed women alive in the fire of the funeral pile;
yea and put even your aged mothers and fathers to death by
immersing them in water, or by scraping and rubbing them
with stones, bricks, and the like; acts which you deem meril-
orious, but which we call murder; the gathering together of
large crowds of people also, and the bestowment of large gifts
and alms upon them, you term an act of merit; but we cannot
so regard it: you call the sounding conch-shells and ringing of
bells, dancing and suapping of the fingers, and'the like, merit-
orious practices; but we look vpon them in no sueh light: (o

fast _yoursel\'cs, al certain reasons, and lo keep others fasting,
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this also you deem religion, which we cannol at all admil: nay,
in the worship of certain deities, you consider acts of promis-
cuous intercourse between ihe sexes to be meritorious! we call
them by a very different epithet: how should there, then, be
harmony and cordiality betwixt us?

And now, finally, I exhort you to believe the Supreme God
to be the everywiere present, the Universal witness, cogni-
zant of every aet and word and thought of every one of you;
and agreebly to his fixed appointment, to labour for your own
welfare and that of other men, and so secure your ultimate sal-
vation. If, instead of profiling' by our instructions and exhor-
tations, you should only hate, caluminate and abuse us, we
shall regard your so doing as a thing of no moment whatever,
as it affects owrselves; for we caunot be materially either ad-
vantaged orinjured by the assertions of men so miserably de-
graded and void of understanding as to look-upon images of
earth, wood and metal as God, and to hold monkeys, bears,
kites, jackals and other animals to be objects of religious yen-
eration! No—you would rather, be objects of compassiou to
us, than of anger and dislike, by so doing: so once more, I
say, abandon tie childish amusements of idol-worship and be-
lieve in and adore the one Supreme God alone.

THE END.

A few Chapters from the Life of Luther.

CHAPTER XIX.

Dispute between Dy, Eclk, and Corlstadt, and Luther on the
Primacy of the Pope—Results of the discussion.

The Pope’s partisans were no longer heard.—Telzel was in-
capable of any movement. The friends of Luther entreated
him to give over further contest, and he had promised to do so.

Dr. Eck, author of the “Obelisks,” was the first to re-com-
mence the combat. Eck, full of confidence in himself and proud
of the prizes he had won in eight universities, ardently de-
sired an opportunity of displaying his ability and address
in a dispute with Luther. That opportunity soon occurred.

Carlstadt had published against Eck’s <‘obelisks’ some the-
ses Wherein he espoused thie opinions of Luther and their com -
mon faith. Eck had replied, and Carlstadt had replied again.
‘The discussion grew warm. Eck, desiring to profit by the op-
portunity, had challenged the impetuous Carlstadt. It was
settled that Leipsic should be the scene of the discussion.

But Eck thought it a small thing to contest the question with
Carlstadt. It was his object to humble Luther. fe there-
fore sought to tempt him into the field, and put forth thirleen
theses, bearing directly on the principal doctrines of the Refor-
mer. The thirteenth was in these words,—“We deny that the
authority of the Roman church did not rise above tiiat of oth-
er Churches before the time of Pope Sylvester, and we ac-
knowledge in every age as successor of St. Peter and Vicar
of Jesus Christ, him who was seated in the chair and held the
faith of’ St. Peter.”

Luther, who had set a rare example of moderation in keep-
ing silence so long, boldly put forth theses in reply to those of
Tck. The concluding one was thus expressed:— It is by con-
temptible decretals of Roman Pontiffs, composed hardly four
centuries ago, that it is atlempted to prove the primacy of the
Roman Church;—but arrayed against this claim are eleven
eenturies of credible history, the express declarations of Scrip-
ture, and the conclusion of the Council of Nice, the most ven-
erable of all the councils.”

Luther wrote letter after letier to Duke George, to ask per-
mission of that prince, in whose states Leipsic was situated, to
take part in the discussion; but he received no answer. The
Duke was alarmed by Luther’s proposition touching the Pope’s
authority, and would not consent to his request. The lalter
hereupon published some explanations of his thirteenth thesis.
Bat this, so far from persuading Duke George, strengthened
him in his resolution; he decidedly refused the Reformer his
permission to take part in the discussion; allowing him only to
be present as a spectator. X

Bishop Adolphus of Mersburg, in whese diocese Leipsic
was situate, tried to prevent the discussion taking place, and
earnestly dissuaded Duke George from it, who answered with
much good sense: “I am surprised to find a Bishop holding in
abhorrence the aucient and laudable custom of our fathers, to
enquire into doubtful questions in matters of faith. If your the-
ologians object to defend their doctrines, the money given them
would be betier bestowed m maintaining old women and chil-
dren, who at least might sew and sing.”

The monks and priests al Leipsic from their pulpits besought
the people to avoid the new heretics. They reviled Luther,
depicting him and his friends in the darkest colours, to rouse
the fanaticism of the lowest classes against the doetors of the
Reformation. «

Adolphus of Mersburg, as soon as he learned the approach
of Luther and Carlstadt, caused to be fixed on the doors of the
churches a notice prohibiting the discussien under pain of ex-
communication. Duke George directed the city council to tear
down the Bishop’s placard and committed to prison the daring
meddler who had ventured to be the agent of his nrders.

When Eck heard that Luther had arrived at Leipsic he re-
paired to the doctor’s lodging:=—“What is this?” said he, “I
am told you object to dispute with me.”

Luther—“How can I dispute since the Duke forbids me.”

Eolk,~“¥ Yam not allowed to dispute with you, I shall take
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very little interest in discussing with Carlstadt. It is on your
account I am here.” Then after a moment’s silence, he con-
tinued, “If T obtain the Duke’s permission, will you take the
field?”?

Luther, (overjoyed)—‘“only obtain permission, and we will
meet.”

Eck instantly waited on the Duke, and assured him that he
was certain of victory, and that the Pope’s anthority, far from
suffering by the dispute would come out if it the more glorious.
George granted the desired permission.

The dispute was carried on for three or four days by Eck
and Carlstadt, when it was interrupted by the festival of the
Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul; after which it was again re-
newed by Eck and Luther.  The subject of the dispute was

the Pope’s Primacy, after which they came to the subject of
Purgatory.

Luther closed the discussion by these words;—“The Rever -
end Doctor Eck avoids the Holy Seriptures, as the devil flees
from before the cross. For my part, saving the respect due to
the fathers, 1 prefer the authority of the Word of God; and it
is that which I would press upon our judges.”

Thus ended the dispute between Eck and Luther,

No decision was made known on the malters discussed.
Each one commented on them as he pleased.

The dispute was, however; not to end in smoke. The words
of Luther had found their way, with irresistible power, to the
minds of his hearers. Several who regularly attended in the
hall of the Castle, were brought under the truth. Poliander,
secretary to Eck and his intimate friend and disciple, was
gained to the cause of the Reformation; and as early as the
year 1522, he preached the Gospel publicly at Leipsic. John
Cellarius, professor of Hebrew,one of the warmest opponents of
the Reformation, struck by the words of the mighty Doctor,
began to search the Scriptures more deeply. Shortly after, he
gave up his place; and, full of humility, came to Wittemburg,
to study at the feet of Luther. He was subsequently pastor
at Frankfort and at Dresden.

Among those whosat on the benches reserved for the Court,
and who surrounded Duke George, was George of Anhalt, a
young prince of twelve years. The discussion at Leipsic a-
wakened in this child serious reflections, and a decided par-
tiality for Luther. Shortly after, he was offered a bishopric,
and refused it. On the death of his pious mother, he found
himself in the posse ssion of ‘all the Reformer’s writings. Under
strong convietion, and constrained to act upon it, he fearless-
ly ranged himself on the side of the Gospel. In vain his tutors,
and foremost among them Duke George, beseeched him with
entreaties, and remonstrances not to desert the cause of the
Pope. He continued inflexible.

The disputation at Leipsic had yet nobler results. It was
there, Melancthon, the theologian of the Reformation, receiv-
ed his call to the work. Hitherto he'had applied himself ouly
to literature. ‘This conference communicated to him anewim-
pulse, and from that hour, he bowed the heights of his learn-
ing before the Word of God.  He received tlie Evangelcal
doctrine with the simplicity of a child. His auditors heard
him explain the way of salvation with a grace and clearness
which delighted every one. From this period Luther and
Melancthon went forward together, contending for liberly and
trath, the one with the energy of Paul, the other with the gen-
tleness of John. Luther has well cxpressed the difference
of their vocations:—¢I,” says he, “was born for struggling on
the field of battle with parties and devils. Thus it is that my
writings breathe war and tempest. I must root up stock and
stem, clear away thorns and hrambles, and fill up swampsand
sloughs. 1 am like the sturdy wood-cutler, who must elear and
level the road. But our Master of Arts, Phillip, goes: for-
ward quietly and gently, cultivating and planting, sowing and
watering joyfully, according as God has dealt to him so liber-
ally of his gifts.”

But the mightiest result of the discasston was wrought in
Luther himself. Scarching into the annals of the Church, he
discovered that the supremacy of Rome had its origin in the
ambition of one party and the credulous ignorance of another.
Luther has marked this as the epoch of his enfranchisement
from the Papal yoke,

“Learn of me,” says he, “how hard il is to unlearn the er-
rors which the whole world confirms by its example, and which,
by long use, have become to us as a second nature. I had for
seven years read and publicly expounded'the Scriptures with
much zeal, so that T knew them almost all by heart. I had al-
so all the first fruits of the knowledge of faith of my Lord Je-
sus Christy that is, I knew that we are justified and saved,
not by our works, but by faith in Christ; and I even openly
maintained-that itis not by divine right that thePope is the Chief
of the Christian Church. And yet I could not see the con-
clusion from all this, namely, that of necessity and beyond
doubt, the Pope is of the devil, For what is not of God musi
needs be of the devil,
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MORNING STAR.
Jaffna, 22d October, 1846.

THE CROSS OF CHRIST.

«The whole history of our world has looked forward
or backward to the fatal treereared on Golgotha. The
oblation there made had the promise and immutable

urpose of God with it to insure its efficacy over the
whole range of man’s history antecedent and subse-
quent, and along the whole course of the mystery of
Divine Providence, as seen in the government of the
rld.
w?‘Let us, we entreat you, be understood. By the cross
of Christ we do not mean the imaged cross, as borne
on the banners of the Inquisition, with the emblems of
judgment and mercy floating over the scenes of the
‘Auto da Fe, where the judgment was without justice,
_ and the mercy was a mere lie. Nor the cross as borne
on the shounlder of the crusader, whilst, pleading the
name of Christ, he moved through scenes of rapine and
massacre tolay his bloody hand on the holy sepulchre.
Nor do we mean the cross, as, carved and gilded, it is
seen glittering on the spires of a cathedral, or hung in
:ewels and gold around the maiden’s neclk, or embroider-
ed on the slipper of a pontiff. The cross, as we un-
derstand it, has no sympathy with a religion of shows
and spectacles, of mummeries and pageants, of incense
and music, and long-drawn aisles, and painted win-
dows and gorgeous pictures, and precious statuary.

«But by thistitle, we mean the eross naked, rugged,
and desolate; not pictured, save on the eye of faith,
and upon the pages of Scripture—not graven but by
the finger of the Spirit on the regenerate heart; the
oross as Paul preached it, and the first Christians re-
ceived it. The doctrine we suppose to have two as-
pects. The first, Christ crucified, asbecoming our free
and full justification by a blood that cleanses from all
sin, and avails for the world. It was the reassertion
of this doctrine which wrought the glorious Reforma-
tion. The second, Christ crucified, as the principle of
our sanctification, under the influences of the renewing
Spirit, who conforms the believer to his Lord, and cru-
cifies his evil nature within him. Thus it was that
Christ was not only crucified himself, but required al-
so every disciple to come after him, taking up also his
own cross; and Paul speaks of himself as crucified un-
to the world. This last aspect of the doctrine of the
cross, we have thought, has been rather overlooked by
some of the Reformersin their zeal against self-righte-
ousness, and against a false and ascetic piety. Such
was Cecil’s opinion, whom none can suspect of any
want of areverent feeling for the Reformers. But if we
look to the New Testament, 1t is very evident that both
were blended in the doctrine as the early Christians
received it. The cross was not only their confidence,
but the model of their conformity. Itis, we have sup-
posed, a defect here—a neglect of aiming at this high
standard of devotedness, on the part of many of us Pro-
testants. that has given to the Oxford Tractarian move-
ment, and to the present efforts of Romanism, most of
their hold upon the public mind. Apparent estrange-
ment from the world, and a self-denial that rises supe-
rior to the ordinary idols of society, will commend to
the respect of mankind even much error in those thus
estranged and self-denying. It throwsa glistering veil
of sanctity even over the gross corruptions of Roma-
nism; and her impostures and enormities are often over-
looked by those who see standing in her shrines her
martyrs of charity, her Vincent de Pauls, and her
Franeis Xaviers. A pining recluse, scourging him-
self in sober sadness, as the expression of his deep
sense of sin, may be a pitiable spectacle of delusion;
but he is not, in the eyes of the world generally, as
odious a sight as that presented by a self-satisfied, self-
indulgent professor of a purer creed, living in all ease
and pleasure, conformed to the world in all its follies,
and vaunting of a doctrinal orthodoxy that produces
no eminence in holiness. Christians must live more
upon the cross, seeing in it not only the principle of
their faith, but also the pattern of their obedience—the
“cross not only as cancelling their sin, but also as cru-
cifying their lusts. Such is the two-fold aspect of the
great truth, the basis of all seriptural doctrine and prac-
tice, the centre of all its mysteries and all its moral-
ty—the cross of Clvist.”

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

Our “esteemed brother” of the Observer has done ns
the honour to quote the article under this head pub-
lished in our paper of the 10th ult. and in a subsequent
issue, with reference to this article and to the letter of
one of his correspondents, which he deems “powertul-
Iy written,” in opposition to Capital Punishment—he
offers the following remarks:

We do not feel called on to enter at large on the
vexed question ourselves, but we should like to hear
what our esteemed hrother in the North has to say re-

gardi_ng ghe abrogation of the Mosaic code. If the law
remains in force that the murderer shounld be put to

death, how can the frequent exercise by rulers of the
pardoning prerogative be justified? And why are the
adulterer and the Sabbath-breaker left unpunished?—
Once establish the position that the murderer isby the
unrevoked law of God doomed to die and a fearful a-
mount of guilt is heaped on those kings and governors
who have dared to pardon.”

In offering a few remarks in answer to the call of our
worthy contemporary, we would first observe in his lan-
guage—that‘‘we do not feel called on to enterat large
on the vexed question.” It is too extensive for our
columns; and a majority of our readers would be un-
interested in it; and besides, there are able, and as we
think, convincing arguments in support of the views
we entertain on this subject before the public, which
can be obtained by any one who is interested to ex-
amine it. We are willing and desirous to be known
as being in favor of Capital Punishment in clear ca-
ses of murder. Our views are founded primarily on
the divine injunction given to Noah, as related in
Geneses ix. 6: *“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by
man shall his blood be shed;”” and secondarily on the
belief that power over life is essential to the exis-
tence and efficiency of Civil Government; and third-
ly that the experience of all Governments to this time
affords proof of the wisdom and benevolence of God
in enjoining this command. We are aware of the ef-
forts that have been made to explain away the obvious
meaning of the Scripture referred to, but to our view
they have been entirely unsuccessful; and we think
the injunction will stand with 1ts obvious bearing on
the executives of civil Government, till God himself
shall unequivocally repeal it. Thislaw of God has no
immediate connection with the Mosaic Code—and the
question of what part of the code of Moses is of an ex-
clusively moral character and therefore of perpetual
obligation, touches it not. This law was given to Noah,
for himself and his posterity; in other words, for all
manlkind, and its authority must continue, unless God
repeal it, as long as our race.

With regard to the frequent useof the pardoning pre-
rogative, we believe that it tends effectually to lessen
the authorily of Goyernment—to weaken the restraints
of law—to remove the securities of life—and that it is
in direct contravention of the divine authority. In
view, however, of a class of cases which occur in
criminal trials—where evidences are found fo clash
with each other and mitigating circumstances abound,
as well as in view of the possibility of the trial and
judgment of a case being sometimes influenced by lo-
cal prejudices—we do not object to such a power be-
ing lodged in the hands of the chief Magistrate;—but
we believe a most fearful amount of responsibility rests
on a ruler in regard to its exercise, and that the cases
wherein he may be justified to use it will be exceeding-
ly “few and far between.”

Hayving thus met the demand of our brother, so far
as they relate to our views of the subject, we would
take the liberty of directing his attention to a few
points in the ¢“powerfully written letter” of his corres-
pondent and inquire if he is ready to give to them the
endorsement of his approval:

«Aliquis” remarks: “It is really too great an exer-
cise of condescension to argue on any subject requir-
ing a degree of capacity not greatly below the lev-
el of mediocrity, with that man who can attempt to
vindicate the death punishment, in support of which
no single weighty argument has ever yet been advan-
ced.”

Now we profess not to understand perfectly the his-
tory of this question—but we have supposed, and do
still, that the advocacy of the divine authority of this
law, embraces men of the highest capacity, and that
the arguments adduced on the subject have succeed-
ed by their intrinsic weight in settling the opinions of
men, at whose feet it would be no great condescension
for ourselves or ‘““Aliquis’ to sit and learn wisdom.

Again: “Self-respect, if no loftier sentiment, should
restrain bigoted men from continuing to advocate a
system, which any one with a grain of penetration,
must foresee will not much longer be tolerated.”

The Puritan settlers of New England fled from the
oppressive restraints of bigotry and formed for them-
selves a settlement in the wilderness of the new world.
They have been acknowledged by the best English his-
torians, to have been men of lofty selfrespect, first rate
capacities, and high and sterling principles  Their
descendants inherit no mean share of these quailties.

In no part of the world (mind, we spéak of New Eng-
land only, not of the whole of the United States) can
there be found a people, as a whole, more intelligent,
more liberal, more high minded than they are, Well,
(be it known to Aliguis and his compeers,) that in these
New England States the advocacy of capital punish-
ment embraces, if we do not greatly mistake, every man
of any claims to biblical scholarship, (and there are ma-
ny of them, as the Editor of the Observer knows, whom
the most distingunished writers and divines ot Old Bng-
land have delighted to honour) the best supporters of
lawand order, and the men of greatest philanthrophy
—men, whose self-respect, reverence for law and gov-
ernment, and fear of God, are not excelled any where.
His insinnation therefore that the advocates of Capital
Punishment, are distinguished for bigotry and the want
of self-respect, is without the shadow of a foundation,
in respect to New England. How it is supported by
the character of those in Old England, we have not
the means of knowing.

Aliquis claims that men possessed of but one grain
of penetration, must foresee that capital Punishment
will not much longer be tolerated. It would be pre-
sumption in us to express a doubt of the reality of the
prophetic gifts thus appropriated, but we have a pretty
firm persuasion that this prophetic ken is limited to
persons of that description, and that there is nothing in
the exercise of their gifts, which need create alarm a-
mong the dissentients from their views.

The effort of Aliquis to apply the requisitions of the
sixth commandment to the acts of Government in the
administration of law—and his reasonings to prove the
moral likeness of suicide to the act of inflicting ca-
pital punishment, is certainly worthy of his sagacily.
We do not know how many grains of common sense
are requisite to reconcile the obligations of the com-
mand given to Noah, and those of the sixth of the mor-
al law as given to Moses. We had supposed that even
a few would be sufficient, but now think we must
have been mistaken. It does not appear, however,
that Moses was ever embarrassed in his views regard.-
ing them, and it seems to have heen left for modern
Daniels to come to the judgment—that the solemn
mandate—Thow shalt not kill, “applies equally to com-
munities and individuals,” and thus was designed as
an abrogation of the statute: “Whoso sheddeth man's
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.”—The judicial
economy of the Isralites forms a very instruetive com-
mentary on these views.

The implied commendation of the views of Aliquis
by our brother of the Observer has drawn us into more
extended remarks than we had intended, for which our
readers we hope will excuse us.—The subject is one
important to be understood, and we may from time to
time give such arguments relating to it as appear cal-
culated to instruct our readers.—For the truth on the
subject, we respond to the conclusion of our brother:
“Truth is always truth, however advocated, and it
will and must prevail.”

MYSTERIES OF TOBACCO.

To write against tobacco, with its mysteries and its
luxuries, may be an unpromising business. It is easy
to refute all our arguments, by saying, “It is the fash-
ion; or, gentlemen doit, and itis genteel.”” This is of-
ten their instar ommium in the way of argumentation
or replication. Still, we object to such refutation,
whoever ig its advocate, on grounds of its infrinsical
absurdity. Tirst, is the fact certainly so? What ora-
cle has announced it?  Second, what is a gentleman?
‘What the eriterion of proof?  Or, is the subject of the
proposition left so elastic and vague on purpose to so-
phisticate the truth? A gentleman! e

There is probably no other very common word so
indefinitely accommodating, as much in vague with
the pretending million, and, on that account, werthless
in dialectics, as that of GrnrLemAN. Every country,
every sphere of the social state, every cligue of up-
starts, or sciolists, or pretenders, from kings fo Leg-
gars, and from saints to scoundrels, and from philoso-
phers to dunces, nay, almost eyery man and woman in
the world, has a modified and varying idea of what is
meant by the term, and a criterion of its own sort by
which to determine the pretension of any candidate or
claimant. What then isa Gentleman? Let us inguire,
if we dare, impartially,

Its etymology is rather heathenish. It is gens in La-
tin, ethnos in Greek, and in Hebrew a synonyme of
more opprobrium. Gentilism is from the same raot,
and means—Heathenism, A respectable heathen, then,
is a gentleman; and many who aspire to the honors of
gentility are, too demonstrably, and even obyiously,
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practical and intellectual heathen. If a gentleman,
then, were a smoker, or a snuffer, or a chewer, it
would not prove much, in the estimate of a Christian
or a philosopher, in favor of tobacco. ™ Is it proved—
fairly proved, by such monstrosity?

When Goyernor Morris returned from his foreign
embassy in Paris, it is said, he was considered the
most accomplished illustration of the term among our
countrymen. Jfactus ad unguem, a person of polished
and consummate behavior, and of truly polite and re-
fined address, he deserved honors for patriotism and
intelligence not alone, but for manners also. On oc-
casion of a public dinner given him by some select per-
sons of distinction in Philadelphia, it is stated, that
the Reverend Doctor———, was a guest. This ac-
ademical personage felt the power of Mr. Morris, and
breathed the same atmosphere, not without restraint,
in his presence. He was eminently addicted to the
smoking mania—which Morris, with elegant consis-
tency, disdained. The Doctor sat patient and atten-
tive near him; and through all the well-cooked cours-
es and dainties, he was sparing and abstemious, wait-
ing—for a cigar. All that series of various excell-
ence, preceding his fayorite luxury, he valued only
as a tolerably tedious turnpike road to the pleasures
of fomation. Presently, some fine yellow Spaniards
were served—when the Doctor, recovering his spir-
its, reached prompt and far to secure one, not unob-
served by Mr. Morris. The consciously awkward
action occasioned a mutual glance, when the follow-
ing dialogne ensued to the no small interest of the ar-
rested circle.

Do Gentlemen smoke in France, Mr. Morris?

Gentlemen, Doctor, smoke——no where.

‘What, 8ir? Oh! pardon—hope I don’t offend, Sir.

Oh! no. It takes all sorts to make a world.  Gen-
tleman, in Paris, means something, Doctor. Smoke,
then, if you choose; we have old clothes on. I wasnot,
however, aware of your habit.

The reproof was felt by more than the Doctor. The
cigars were not patronized.

And it ought to be immortalized in story, as equally
well done, well deserved, and well to be remembered.

1t is very plain that whereever smokers, cr chewers,
or snuffers are, and abound, it were well for all proxi-
mate persons to ‘““have old clothes on;’’ since suchex-
posure to a vicious and offensive ptyalism, must defile
their garments, even if it did not nauseate their refine-
ment. IHence in every rail-car, or steamer “‘abaft the
wheel,”” GesrrzmeN are ‘not wllowed” to smoke;
though it has been well observed, that suchan inhibi-
tion were in terms superfluous—since Gentlemen are
not the ones that need to be reminded or forbidden.
Welrecommend that their public announcements should
rather read— Gentlemen never smoke, especially in the
company of ladiesor strangers; and all others are warn-
ed against the nuisance and its penalties.—Am. Paper.

Anastatic Printing.—The theory of Anastatic prin-
ting 1is based upon the well known properties of the
substances employed in the process. For instance, there
is,as we are aware, an attraction in water for water, oil,
as we know, attracts oil, whereas these two substances
repel each other. Metals are far more readily moistened
by oil than by water, but more readily stifl by a weak
solution of gum; and with even yet greater facility by
water in which phosphoric acid is dissolved. In addi-
tion to these properties,thus possessed by water, oil and
the metals, the following may be looked upon as the
fundamental prineiple of Anastatic printing, namely,
the facility with which the ink of o newly printed book
or engraving may be transferred by pressure to an-
other even surface.

The impression of a recent newspaper, for instance,
when laid upon a white sheet of paper may be trans-
ferred to the latter by pressure, so that all its letters
will be distinctly reproduced thereupon. This will en-
able us to comprehend readily the process of Anasta-,
tic printing.

The printed paper, be it type or an engraving, is first
to be moistened with dilute nitric acid and then pow-
erfully pressed by means of a roller on the surface of
an even zine plate,by means of which, every part of the
sheet is brought into immediate contact with the zinc.
The acids with which the white portions of the paper
are saturated attack the metal, the printed portions
thereof being simultaneously transferred to its surface,
o that the zinc plate after this process presents a re-
versed copy of the printed objects. The principles a-
bove alluded to are now brought to bear. The zinc
plute thus prepared is to have poured over it a solution
of gum in diluted phosphoric acid.  This fluid is at-
tracted by those pertions of the plate that the acid has
previously attacked and moistens them without diffi-
culty, whereasit is repelled by the oil, contained in the

~ transferred portion of the printer’'s ink. The plate is

now to have an inked roller passed over it, whereby the
very reverse action is brought about. The repulsion
between the oil of the ink and the moist surface of the
plate over which the roller is passed,prevents the grease
from adhering to those portions of its surface upon
which there are no printed lines or strokes, while from
the attraction of oil for oil, the ink isretained upon all
the printed parts. The Anastatic plate is thus ready
for use, and impressions may be thrown off from it as

in the ondinary lithographic proeess.

The method of obtaining, by the Anastatic process,

copies of antique originals, the ink of which is no lon-
ger transferrable by simple pressure, is as follows:—
The printed paper is first to be laid in a solution of po-
tash and subsequently in a solution of tartaric acid.
The consequence thereof is that all the blank portions
of the paper become penetrated by minute erystals of
tartrate of potash, and as this salt repels water, an ink-
ed roller may then be passed over the surface of the
paper without the ink adhering to any parts but where
the ink of the impression is. The tartrate is then to be
removed by careful washing, and the operation pro-
ceeded with as above deseribed, beginning hy mois-
tening the paper with dilute nitric acid.

The impressions which it is desired to reproduce
may be either from recent or from old originals, (a
hundred years old indeed or more;) their age is quite
immaterial; the copies produced being in every case
equally excellent, so much soindeed, that they are not
to be distinguished from the originals themselves.

By means of this process, old or faded engravings
and etchings may be so renovated as to have all the ap-
pearance of recent impressions. One special merit in
the myvention lies in the method resorted to, and that
with complete success, for preventing the extension of
the ink when exposed toany pressure to which it may
be submitted, and by which means the finest lines and
the sharpest outlines are reproduced with the greatest
precision. When ordinary type is trausferred by this
new process to azine plate, the impression, which the
latter affords has precisely the appearance, as they
leaye the press, of being taken from metal types; and
as in this new method of printing the impressions are
not transferred to stone but to zine, which may be used
with the ordinary steam-presses in the form of cylin-
ders, we have it in our power to multiply to any ex-
tent both text and illustrations in the cheapest and in
the most rapid manner.  There isa single printer in
London whose stereotype plates are valued at :£300,
000, an outlay which this discovery renders hence-
foward unnecessary. What advantages for printers,
booksellers, and the public!— Polytechnic Mugazine.

CeyroN GoviryyexT Baxk Noxes.—The Edi-
tor of the Colombo Observer, in his issue of the 5th
inst. remarks with reference to the article on this sub-
ject in a late No. of our paper. “We have made en-
quiry at the Treasury and the following is the result.

“When a half note is produced at the Treasury for
payment or to be exchanged for a whole one, it is al-
ways received when the number and dute are legible,
but not otherwise as a double payment could easily be
obtained if the number and date are not clear. Ifa
note that had been sent in half was by mistake joined
on to another, and that the number and date was legi-
ble on either half, a complete note would be given in
exchange, but if no number or date could be ascertain-
ed on either half, no payment would be made.”

Druaprur AccipENt.—Two coolies were instant-
ly killed, and two gentlemen, Messrs. Palmer and Hu-
rom, were wounded, the latter very severely, by the
late explosion of a Boiler used in the Sugar works on
Mr. Viner's estate near Hangum.

WARNING TO PERJURERS.

A Kandian Chief bolding a respectable Office under Gov-
ernment and descended from ancestors, who held high posi-
tions amongst the nobles attached to the Courts of the ancient
Kings of Ceylon has.been found guilty of the wicked and dis-
graceful crime of perjury, and sentenced to pay a fine of £50
and to be imprisoned at hard labour for a period of 18 months,
‘Ihe Honourable Justice ‘T'emple in passing sentence truly and
foreibly remarked that the erime of Perjury, which the majori-
ty of nations considered (he most abominable that could be
committed, was so universally prevalent in Ceyion that a-
mongst the nalives scarcely any disgrace was supposed Lo at-
tachto it. Coinciding as we do in the sentiments uttered by
the Judge, knowing as we do, how justice is tarned aside, and
how the land is cursed by deceit and violence, and believing
that the Ceylonese will never become a people prosperous and
honored, until they learn the reverence due to trath, we intend
having this paragraph translated and printed in Cinghalese,
witlr the hope that it may he shewn to the natives, and that
some who read it may beled to serious reflection and amend-
ment. The day is coming when all Perjurers will be de-
teeted and punished, and the present case shews that even
in this world they do not always escape.—Obs.

Very Ezcusalle—A legal gentleman of Texas had
a sharp altercation with the Bencli upona point of law.
The judge beginning to lose his temper, exelaimed in
an angry tone, “Do you think the Court a fool, sir?”
The Gentleman bowing low, replied, ¢“your honor must
excuse me from answering that question as by doing so
I should be liable for contempt of Court.” He was ex-
cused.

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

After a session of seven months’ duration, Parliament was
prorogued:by commission on the:28th Aug. A session of more
continuous labour, or more productive of momentous results 1o
every class and condition of the people, has never been record-
ed in the Parliamentary bistory of the United Kingdom. The
speech delivered by the Commissioners in her Majesty’s name
adverted, as usual, to the leading events of the past session;
and with the exception of the great topie of commercial free-
dom; on which, of course, there must be differences of opinion,
it contained fow passages in which all parties will not cordial-
ly concar, C

From France, we learn thal the address of 1he Peers in rep|
to the speech from (he throne has been carned by a mn'ur?{"i
of 985 and there is no doubt of the election of the .Govvrf:mr"‘
can‘dldnle for the Presidency by a majority equally dc’cix'iv -

The Judgment of the Court of Pedrs on Joskpm Hl;\‘lf.
ll:.e regicide, has been prouounced. He has been found gim:ly:
go:: E)L:c]rir;.g-t upon the King®s life, and sentenced to hard .

From Haly we have accounts of a disastrous earth uak
which has laid waste the neighbourhood of Leghorn andqdésoe
lated numerous) villages in tfie Marremma of"’f'usmﬂy The
first shock took place on the 14th, and was followed by a wc%
cession of shoeks which were felt: more or less for fogr days
A church at Pisa was thrown down, and Leghorn was so 2
verely shaken, that another violent shock, 1t is said wo\“
completely destroy the fown. : B 1

Letiers from Bologna of the 191l instant, state U
the amnesty had been again celebrated in that ('il’_)' by fea «l‘dt
whlc,h lasted two days. ~ Cries of “Viva Pius IX. Kine c;(slf’
aly!’” uttered by some young men of Padua Were uear pro-
ducing a collision with'the Austrian troops.’ The Po‘ e';mf
Cardiual Gizzi were busily engaged in preparing the prgtrz‘(zg“
me of their contemplated civil and political reforms. Accn’»n:
of that document was even said {o have been commm)iL"ul ]\1
to the Austrian Ambassador, who vainly remoustrated will‘ le
Holiness againstits publication. "

TurkEY.—Lelters from Constantinople of the 12th ins
state that Mebemet Ali, the Viceroy of Egypt, was ex )ec(ci
to leave Coustantinople in a few days, it being his imientio;1
to proeeed viu Saloniea to Cavalla, his native r1.’0»\':1 in Roume.
lia.  This sort of pilgrimage to the place of ones birth is o
matter of religious obligation with Mussulimans, and Mehv;np‘I
Ali, whose present policy: is coneiliation, has profited by the
ixrsl available opportunity of complying with this popular cus-

0In.

l‘iu_hgx?uf (o_ler'at’i.m) scems (o be the reigning impulse abroad,
. Prince Callimaki has been appointed by the Porte to the
mportant office of Minister Plenipotentiary to the Gourt of
England.  This is the first time that a Christian has ever §I.
led suchia distinguished post in Turkey.

The betrothal of the Queen of Spain to her cousin Doy
F‘liANCISCO d’Assis, Duke of Cadiz, and eldest son of Doy
I'RANCISCO D1 PAULA, is an event of more than eommon in-
terest to all who have watched the condition of Spain during
the last five years of her eventful history. It solves the prot-
b.em which has so long perplexed the European Cabinets; and
al the same (ime realises the repeuted declarations of the
French Government that none but a Bourbon should share the
throne of Spain with Queen IsABELLA. By a coneurrent ar-
rangement, the hand of the Queen’s sister is to'be conferred on
the Duke de MoNTPENSIER, Lhe youngest son.of Louts Pui-
LIPPE. Boll} these selections are said tobe aceeplable (o the
great mass of the Spanish people; and to be sauctioned by the
Freneh, Spanish, and British Governments.. 2

From the United States we have the important news that
the American Cabinet has offered negociations to Mexico for
the establishment of peace. The President, in a special me:-
sage, announced this intelligence to Congress, and solicited a
orant of _2,000‘000 dollars in aid of his negociations. The
House of Representatives. afier some diseussion, assented (o
the President’s request; but it was lost in the Sénz\tc wliere
several of the leading members of (he Wihig party 0];enly a-
vowed their want of eonfidence. A
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To the Editor of the Morning Star,
SIR’ - . . e o .
Being conscious of his own incapabilify of evolving
matters of difficulty, notwithstanding his great anxie-

ty: in discovering the important truths involving in
them; the undersigned is under the necessity of re-
questing the reader or readers of the illuminating Star,
to account properly for the frequent appearance of the
bright circle technically called Halo, surrounding each
of our Luminaries. Yours traly,

A. PoNNAMPALAM,

20th Oct. 1846. } Student in.the W. M. S.
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To the Editor of the Stax,

SIR,

A few days since, I went tothe town in order to'sce
a Missionary there, while I was standing in his Veran-
dah, 2 or 3 native female pupils of the Missionary,
spoke of me in a contemptuous manner. So being treaf-
ed, I wondered that if the Missionary train them up iz
the way they should go, whether they will treat me sa.

Yours,
QB 1

We presume the Missionary, if' he had been made
acquainted with the case, would have said of the young
ladies, as we do, that they ought to be ashamed of
themselves for such conduct.—FKd.
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TRIFLES.
[BY CHARLES SWAIN.]

How is it, o’er the strongest mind,
That trifles hold such sway?

A waord—nay e’en a look unkind

_May darken all life’s day.

Oh, in this world of daily care,
The thousands that have erred

Can any hardship betler bear
Than they can bear o word.

The man who with heroie heart
Can stern misfortunes meet,
Unflinchingly perform his part,
And struggle ‘gainst defeat
With faith analtered,—yet can lose
His temper, e’en for aught
Which falls not as his will would cheose,
Or proves not what he sought!

And woman ean forgive a wrong
Which casts her on the world

Far better than forgive the tongue

_ That may some sneer haye hurled;

A thousand times prefer a lot
As hard as want deplores,

"Than feel or think herself forgot
By one her heart adores!

Alas, the human mould’s at fault;
And still by turns it claims
A nobleness that can exalt,
A littleness that shames!
Of strength and weakness still combined,
Compounded of the mean and grand;
And trifles thus will shake the mind
That would a tempest stand.

Give me that soul-superior power.
That conquest over fate,

Which sways the weakness of the hour,
Rules little things as great;

That lulls the human waves of strife
With words and feelings kind,

And makes the trials of our life.
The triumphs of our mind!

A LEGEND OF JUDEA.

The site occupied by the temple of Solomon was
formerly a cultivated field, possessed in common by
two brothers. One of them was married, and had sev-
eral children; the other was unmarried; they lived to-

ether, however, cultivating, in the greatest harmony
possible, the property they had inherited from their
father.

The harvest season had arrived; the two brothers
bound up their sheaves; made two equal stacks of them,
and left them on the field. During the night, the one
who was unmarried was struck with an excellent
thought: my brother, said he to himself, hasa wife and
children to support; it is not just that my share of the
harvest should be as large as his. Upon this he arose,
and took from his stack several sheaves, which he ad-
ded to those of his brother; and this he did with .as
much secrecy as if he had been committing an evil ac-
tion, in order that his brotherly offering might not be
refused. On the same night the other brother awoke,
and said to his wife, “My brother lives alone, with-
out a companion; he has no one to assist him in his la-
hors, nor to reward him for his toils; while God has be-
stowed on me a wife and children; itis not right that we
should take from our common field as many sheavesas
he, since we have already more than he has—domestic
happiness. If you consent, we shall, by adding secret-
ly a certain number of our sheaves to his stack, by way
of compensation, and without his knowledge, see his
portion of the harvest increased.” This project was
approved, and immediately put into execution.

In the morning, each of the brothers went to the
field, and was much surprised at seeing the stacks
still equal. During several successive nights, the same
contrivanece was repeated on each side; for, as each
kept adding to his brother’s store, the stacks always
remained the same. But one night both having stood
sentinel to dive into the cause of this miracle, they
met, each bearing the sheaves mutually destined for
the other: it was thus all elucidated,and they rushed in-
to each other’s arms, each grateful to Heaven for
having so good a brother! Now, says the legend the
place where so good an idea had simultaneously occur-
red tothe two brothers, and with so much pertinacity,
must have been acceptable to God; men blessed it, and
Tsracl chose it, there to erect the house of the Lord!
— Lamartine's Voyage to the East.
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WEBSTER’S LARGE AMERI-
CAN DICTIONARY.

This splendid work, which Dr, Webster spent twenty
years in completing, containing 12,000 words, and be-
tween 30,000 and 40,000 definitions, not found in any
preceding work, has received the highest commen-
dation from distinguished English Authorities—as be-
ing “the most copious, accurate, and scientific Diction-
ary of the English Language which has hitherto been
compiled.” An American House has lately published
the work in two Vols. Royal 8 vo. contzining the cor-
ections,improvements and additions made by Dr. Webs-
ter up to the time of his decease, at the reduced price
of $10.50. (or £2.3.9.)per Copy.—The Subscriber hav-
ing heard inquiries made regarding it from time to time,
and being desirousiof aiding in the eirculation of so use-
ful a work, offers to procure copies for Subseribers who
may send him their names before the 5th prox. The
Books will be received in the course of 8 or 9 months
and will be furnished at the cost Price, i. e. the pub-
lisher’s Price and Expenses; Payment to be made on
receipt of the Invoice and advise of their Shipment.

Juffna, Manepy,
Oct. 21st 1846. %

E. S MINOR.

FOR SALE.

A perfectly new copy of Sir Isnac New-
ton’s Principia in 2 Volumes.
Apply to G. R. MUTTURISTNA.
Jaffna, October 19th, 1846.

WANTED

A supply of 100,000 Carakal Tiles. Cop.
tracters are invited to send in proposals t
the Subseriber,

Manepy, ?

Oct. 6, 1846. §

WANTED
An active, honest, and clever house ser.
vant. Apply to the Subscriber-

Manepy,
Oct. 6, 1846. %

E. S. LI[NOR,

E. S. Mixox.

FOR SALE.

A set of English made Bandy Springs,
suitable for a Bullock Bandy or a heagvy
Palankeen Carriage. They will be sold at
cost, viz: £8. 2. 6.

Applications may be made to AMBALAW:-
NER Moparniar MaviwaeaNa MoprLrLiasg,
or to this office.
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