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ON HINDU IDOLATRY, &e.
SecTion V.

_ But, now, the notions you form of the deities in your medita-
tions upon them, are the mere creations of your own fancy.
hus, you frame in your thoughts a God, you'give him a head
with eyes, nose, mouth; you add. hands, feet, and other mem-
bers properly arranged, and you then invest the figure so im-
agined with cloths, pearls, andyvarious ornaments, and mental-
ly present it with various offerings of perfumes, flowers, &ec.
Somelimes, when your minds are distracted by worldly affairs,
you frame only some members of your mental figure, others
You leave unfinished; or while engaged in your meditations,
should any one speak to you, or any other matter, say of bu-
siness, draw away the fixed attention of your minds, the entire
figure you are labouring to form in thought is at once destroy-
ed; a_nd you must begin to frame it anew, by a fresh effort of
Imagination! How frequently have you often in one day thus
to form and destroy the images of your abstraction? Just in
the same way you form in fancy, as if visibly present, the fig-
ure of a man or any inanimate object you please; and again,
wheu any thing else draws away your attention, you break and
dissipate the whole. 'What difference is there in'the two cases,
1.e., belween your imagining in your minds the persons of sun-
dry dex(xes,‘andfiyour similar imaginings of the persons of men or
forms of things? In thought alone you frame those representa-
tions of the gods, in thought you destroy them; just as with your
ands you form sensible images, and with your hands again
break them to pieces. The mental exercises therefore, in your
way of worship, are only mental sports, the mere play of the
mind: you can produce such things whenever you please and
in such forms as you please; and yet you seek fo obtain salva-
tion, the great object you profess to aim at, from such destruc-
tible figments, the produce of your own fancies! But now, in
the Mahanirvan or “Great salvation,” it is said—If figures
fancied in thought only may become the means of a man’s fi-
nal salvation, then may many a man, fancying in his dreams
that he has obtained a kingdom, become a king also in reality!”’
Phere is no seiting limits to the course of a folly such as this;
and so, in fact, we find it, that images to which men’s own
thoughts alone have given a form, which their own thoughts a-
gain break and dissipate, they are yet weak enongh to regard
as gods and to desire from them both virtue and wealth, earth-
ly enjoyment and final emancipation, the four great objects of
human life,

Do we nol see with our own eyes, too, that images on whose
breasts the framers will sometimes disrespectfully sit while form-
ing them, at others, drag them as common things by the heels;
images which they split with-an instrument, and then carve and
smooth into the desired shape; upon whose faces and persons
the very flies will settle, danbing them with the various impu-
rities on which they had previously alighted—these they will
yet look upon as their gods and the gods of the universe, and
fall down hefore them to supplicate their blessing! What pow-
er is equal to the task of recalling such infatuated creatures to
the reasoning state of men awake? Why the very beasts view
things always fixed as immoveable, stones, as stones only, wa-
ter as water, animals as animals; how, then, can he continne to
call himself a man, or look any longer with disdain upon the
brutes as his inferiors, who yetregards certain trees and stones
and rivers as gods, supreme and all-adorable?—jackals, mon-
keys, and other animals as the deputies and representatives of
gods? and who pays them divine worship accordingly?

Should you say—¢“All things having form, i. e., all material
things, are perishable; the Supreme God. therefore, has no
form, 1. e., is a spiritual or immaterial Being. But how, then,
could a material ereation be the work of a purely immaterial
Being? since that which has no form or materiality can have
no efliciency?” I answer—air is invisible, yet it possesses the
power of moving and impelling, raising and depressing mate-
rial objects, and of producing many other effects; and we see
evidently that the mind in its waking state can creale a varie-
ty of objects; yet the mind is universally allowed to be imma-
terial. Nay the soul or mind of any individual, even while in
a state of sleep, is able to produce the various forms of ele-
phants, horses, and other things! How, then, is it incredible
that the all-pure and perfect §pirit, which is Supreme, should
have created this universe of things? And thas it is writtenin
the Veds.—*“T'he powers even of individuated Spirit are vari-
ous and wonderful; surely, then, it is little matter of astonish-
ment if the Supreme Spirit, which is possessed of all power,
free from all imperfection and indestructible, should have pro-
duced the work; by his mere will?”?

If you say—Brahma is omnipotent, and can eflect whatev-
er he will: why should it, then, seem strange or incredible that,
for any special purpose, it should have pleased him to assume
a sensible form and to become) visible?” T answer—in regard
to the creation, support and government of the world, Brahma
is indeed all-powerful; 1. e., God can accomplish, in these re-
ferences, what Lo any inferior power is impassible; but as to
the proper attributes of bis divine nature—eternity, omnis-
cience, omnipresence, moral unchangeableness, essential im-
mutability, indestructibleness, immaterialily, and incapacity of
diminution or augmentation,and the like—any variation or con-
trariety in these is an absolute impossibility. But, now,if He
should assume a shape, and become an objeet of sense, all these
altributes are at once reversed. For that which has form and
substance, however vast you suppose it, is yet always limited
within some houndaries both of space and timej so that the di=
vine immensity is clearly lost on his becoming visible. Again,
all visible or material substances are destructible, and so God’s
eternity and immutability disappear. Then, that which is of
finite extension and duration, cannot be omniscient? Besides,
you have saidj'ourselves that God can do whatever he wills,
or pleases to do: he might, then, by an effort of his will only
have destroyed the Asurs, or Titans, and bave relieved the
earth from the burthen of the miseries they inflicted on it: yet
if these objects could in reality only be effected by God’s ap-
pearing in a visible shape, then such. asserliong are mere emp-
ty words, a useless flattery of the deity.
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A few Chapters from the Life of Luther.
CHAPTER XYV.

Luther isvisited hy an Halian Courlier—He appears before the
Pope’s Legate—Terminution of the first interview.
Luther had recriited his strength by a night’s rest.  On the

morning of Saturday, the 8th of October, a person, unknown
to him, sent liim word, as if devoted tohis service, that he was

coming lo visit him. Fhe message came from ao Italian court-.

1er, named Urban de Serra Longa, who was attached to Card-
inal Cajetan.

The Ttalian soon arrived. The Cardinal had sent him to
sound the Reformer, and to prepare him for the recantation ex-
pected from him. ‘Serra Longa professed to have come of his
own accord, from friendship for a fayorite of he Eleetor of
Saxony, and out of love 1o the Church.  Afler having saluted
Luther with many professions, he uyged him to recant. He
asserled that one might maintainfalse propositions, if they ouly
brought in'money; that all discvssions in the tniversities con-
cerning the Pope’s authority was to be avoided; but that, on
the contrary. il was sound doctrine that the Pontiff might, by
a nod, aller or suppress articles of faiths—with much more in
the same stram. Bat the crafty Ttalian soon pereeived, that
he was forgetling himself; he resumed his former gentleness
and tried to persuade Luther toretract his doctrine, his theses,
and the oaths he had taken.

Luther contented himself with saying that he was quile rea-
dy to be humble and obedient, and to give salisfaction in any
point in which he miglt be shewn to be'in error. At these
words Serra Longa, overjoyed, took his leave for that time.

Luther’s friends all joined in intreating him not to go to the
Legate; without first obtaining a safe-conduct from the Empe-
ror himself.

“But T came to Augsburg withont a'safe-conduct,” replied

Luther, “and } met ‘with no harm.”

“The Elector,” said the Councillor Langemantel with affec-
tionate earnestness, “commended you to our care; you ought
therefore to follow ouf directions.”

His friends took upon themselves (o obtain the necessary
safe-conduct from the Emperor. When Serra Longa returied
—“Come,”said he to Lather, *“the Cardinal is waiting for you.
I will myself conduct you to him. But first let me tell you
how: you must appear in his presence. ‘When vou enter the
room where he issitting. you must prostrate yourself with your
face to the ground; when he lells you to rise, you must kneel
before him, and you must not stand ereet, till he orders you to
do so. Rememberthalitis before a Prince of the Church you
are about to appear. As 1o the rest, fear nothing; all will soon
be settled without any difficulty.”

Luther said something of a safe conduct.

“Beware of asking any thing of this sort,” replied Serra Lon-
ga, quickly; “the Legafe is quile ready to end the affair ami-
cably.  If you ask for a safe-conduct, you will spoil all.””

“My gracious Jord, the Elector of Saxony,” replied Lutker,
“recommended me to several honorable men in this town.
They advise me not toventure witheut a safe-conduct. I ought
to follow their advice. - Were 1 to neglect it, and any thing
should befall me, they would write (o the Elector, my master,
that I would not hearken to them.”

Luther persisted in his resolation; and Serra Longa was ob-
liged to return without him,

The next day was Sunday; and Luther obtained, a little
more rest.

On the morning of Monday, the 10th of October, Serra Lon-
ga again renewed his persnasions.

“Why ”he asked 1n Latin, “why do you not go to the Card-
inal? Heis expecting you in'theimost indulgent frame of mind.
With him the whole question is summed ap in six letters,—
REVeco—I retrast. Come; then, with me, you have nothing to
fear.?”

Luther thought within himself that those were six very im-
portant letters; but he replied:

“Assoon as L have received the safe-conduct 1 will appear.”

Serra Longa lost temper at these words.

S Longa lost Ll !
ward additional reasons for compliance. But Luther wis im-
movable. 'T'he ltalian courtier, more irritated, exclaimed:
~ “You imagine, no doubt, that the Blector will take up arms
in your favour, and risk, for your sake, the loss of (e domin-
ions he mhberits from his anceslors.”

Luther—*God forbid!”

Serra Longa,—“When all forsake you, where will you (ake
refuge?

Luther—(3miling and lonking upwards with the eye of
faith.)—“Under heaven!”

He brought for-

For an instant Serra Lionga was struck dumb by this sub-
lime ahd unexpected reply;—he soon after left the house.

Shortly after Seyra Longa hud lefi Lather, the latter receiy-
ed the safe-conduct. His friends had procured it from the Im-
perial Counsellors.

The Legate, apprized that Luther would appear the next
day hefore him, called together those in whom he had confi-
dence, to concert with them how he ought to treat the German
monk. Opinions were divided. ‘One said, “We must compel
him to retract.” Another, “We must arrest him and throw
him into prison.” A third was of opinion that 1t would be
better to put him out of the way. A fourth, that it would be
expedient rather to win him over by genlleness and mildness.
The Cardinal seems to have resolved, in the first instance, to
make trial of this last method.

At length the day of conferrence arrived.

Luther repaired to the hotse of the Legate, accompanied by
the prior of the Carmelites, two friars of the convent, Doctor
Link, and by an Augustivian monk. On entering the room
where the Cardinal was waiting for him, Luther found him ac-
companied by Serra Longa.  His reception was cool but civil,
¢ Luther waited reverently for (he Roman Prince to address him.
Finding, however, that he did not open his lips, he understood
his silence as an invitation to apen the business, and spoke as
follows:—~

“Most worthy fathier, upon the summons of His holiness the
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Pope, and at the desire of my gracious lord, the legtor of
SBaxouy I appear before you, as a humble and obedieat sonof
the holy Chuistian Church; and I acknowledge that it was I
‘whu published the Propositions and 'T'heses that are the sub-
jeet of inquiny., Iam ready to listen with al' submission to
the charges brought against me, and if I am in error, to be
instructed in the trath.”

The Cardinal who had determined to assume the tone of
a kind and compassionate father towards an erring child,
answered in the most frieadly manner, commended Luther’s
humility, expressed the joy he felt on beholding it, and wged
him (o acknowledge his faults, retract his propositions aud
sermons, and promise to abstain for the future from propagat-
l”g his OPHHOHS-

Luther requested td see the Pope’s brel.

Cujetan—“Your démand, my son, cannot be complied
with.” ¥ou have to acknowledge your errors; to he careful
for the future what you teach; and\not to relurn’ to your
vomit,"” :

Luther —Deign, theu, to inform me wherein T have crred.”

Cajetan assumed a tone of condescension, and said:

“My beloved sou! there are two propoesitions put forward
by you, which youmust, beforeall, retract:—1st. “I'he treasure
of Indulgences does not consist of the meyits and: suffesing of
our Lord ' Jesus Christ—2dly. ‘Fhe man who receivesihe ho-

ly sacrament must have faithiin the grace offered to him’.””

“As to Indulgences;” said Luther to the liegate, “if you
can prove tome that I'am mistaken. -am ready to receive in-
struction. But ‘as to.that other: article coucerning, fiuith,if I
yielded any thiug there, L should be denying Christ.” I cannot,
therefore, and T will not yield that. point, and by God’s help I
will hold to it 10 the end.”

Cajetan (beginning to lose temper.) “Whether you will, or
will Dot, you must this very day retract that ‘arlicle, or else,
for that article alone, I will proceed to reject and condemu all
your doetrines.””

Lather. “T'have no will but-the Lord’s. e will do with
me what seemeth good in hissight. But had Fa hundred
lieads, ¥ would rather lose them than retraet theteslimony: k
have borne ta the boly Chiristian faith.” i

Crjbtan—“Y'am not come here to argue with you. Retract,
or prepare to uadergo the punishment you haye deseryed.”’

Luther clearly perceived that it was impossible torend: the
affair by a conference. He thought the meost prudent plan
would be to answer the Cardinal in writing.  Having there-
fore shewn a disposition to withdraw: “Do you wish,” said
the Legate to him, “that I should give youa safe-conduet to
repair to Reme?

"The Reformer, sensible of the dangers, (hat surrounded Lim
evenal Augsburg, took care lo refuse an offer that would
have delivered him up, bound hand and foot,.to the vengeance
of liis enemies,  He rejected the proposal as often as Cajetan
chose to repeat it which he did several times. The Legate
concealed the chagrin he felt at Luther’s refusal; ho assumed
an air of dignity and dismissed the monk witha compassionale
smile, under which e endeavored (to lde his disappointment,
and at the same time, with the politeness of one who hopes to
haye better success another time.

LITTLE MICKEY,
Tui SouTH AUSTRALIAN Boy.

When children do what they ought not to do, they are not
happy. 'Dliere is something within them that tells them they
have done wrong. This inward monitor is conscience. Itis
tthe eye of the mind,” and is of the same use to the mind as
the eye is to the body: by it we can (ry our conduct, and see
whether it is good or bad. By this inward judge and mouitor,
we know the differencebetween right and wrong. A trie sto-
ry will show how conscience acted in the mind of a heathen boy.

Little Mickey was bora in South Australia. The vatives of

that land are called Papoos. Their skins are not quite black,
like the negroes, but of a deep brown color. T'hey have wool-
ly hair, high foreheads, and are tall and thin in size. Of all the
savage people to whom inissionaries have been sent, the Pa-
poos are the most wretched'and degraded. They live in the
Jowest state of nature, not much:better than brutes; their lives
are chiefly spent in eating aud sleeping. They kill and cat
one another. ‘The only coverings worn by them are skins of an-
imals,and old dirty blankets, thrown over their shoulders. They
have no fields, no gardens, no houses, no beds. In the open
air they sleep, under shelter of trees, or in holes of the rocks.
Phey wander in search of food, and do not stay long in one
place. When they find any food they seldom cook it, but eat
it raw. Wild animals, soots, snakes, grabs, and indeed al-
most any thing they obtain serves them for food. They greed-
ily devour what is before them, and when all is gone, they will
lie down for days together, and sleep nearly all the time. Some
who live near the' sea‘coast, and who'can get plenty of fish
and oysters, arein a better state, and live in lnits.

When we hear of the miseries of savage life, we should be
thankful for our mercies. If we were to make alist of the ma-
ny comforts we enjoy in our food, cloths, houses, books, friends
and teachers, how great would be the sum of them! We should
find enough to be grateful for all our days.

A missionary, whe took up his station at Encounter Bay, in
South Australia, took into his seryice two native boys. One
of these was little Mickey. They lived with him in the house,
and were employed in the day, in taking care of tiie cattle.
Mickey used to sleep in an out-building called the cooking-

house. As he was a cheerful, active boy, and quick in leayn-
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ing he became quite a favorite with his master, whose family
made him their companion. The elder children taught him Lo
read; and, after he had said his lessons, he was allowed to
romp and play with the younger ones. Little Mickey was now
much better off than other native boys, and ought to have done
all Lie could to please his kind master; but heathen boys, like
many children in Christian lands, often prove unkind and dis-
obedient to their best friends.

One evening, he was left with the other native boy, in the
cooking-house, to cat his evening'meal. Little Mickey open-
ed the oven door, and saw the bread as it was baking. He
had been well-fed and should have been satisfied, but he was
tempted to take some of the half-baked bread from the oven,
and gave a part of it to the other boy, closing the oven door.
After they had eaten it, they felt they had done wrong, and
were afraid; but, instead of going to their master; and asking
him to forgive them, they ran away. It was now geting dark
and little Mickey was a wanderer in the bushes all the night.
No doubt he often wished he had not done wrong, and that he
was sleeping safely in the cooking-house of the missionary.

As night came on, Mickey was missed. His friends looked
out the doors, and searched the house, but he could not be found.
Inquiry was made of those who lived near, but no one had
seen him. At Jength they supposed he might have gone to
sleep in the hut of some of the natives who lived not far off,
which sometimes he did. Still they thought it strange that hg
had not spoken to any of the family, to say, “Good night,
which was his custom, and had given no promise to return ear-
ly in the morning.

When the time was come to take the bread. out of the oven,
it was found some thief had been there. Large pieces were
goue, and who could have taken them? No one had been seen
near the place but Mickey and his companion; so that it was
soon suspected that they must have stolen the bread. The
Missionary’s family were all very sorry that litile Mickey
should have been so wicked, after being treated kindly.

The next day came, but the runaways were not seen, nor
heard of. After a tine, however, it was found that they had
gone away to a distant place. Some months passed, when
Mickey came buck near to his master’s house, though he kept
out of sight of his former friends. He returned just at the time

a small school was opened for the support and instruction of
native children, and Mickey became one of the scholars. A
few days after the school had been opened, the master took his
scholars to see the missionary. The heart of the little truant
was full of fear as he drew nigh to the house where he hadstol-
en the bread, and when he came in sight of the door he ran
away, and hid himself behind a fence.

Tle missionary was invited to come out of his house to see
the new school. He went, and when he began to speak to
them, the boys told him, “Mickey 110 come.” He did not be-
fore know that Mickey was one of their number; but when he
hieard his name, he asked what had become of him. They re-
plied, “Mickey no come; he too much frightened.” “Why
is he afraid?”’ said the missionary. “Because he steal de
bread,” they cried.

Mickey was now seen trying to hide himself behind the fence;
when they called him, he ran farther off. Two or three of the
native boys ran to bring him, but he resisted, and would not
return with them. The school master sent to him; and the mis-
sionary called him by name; but he would not come. At length
the missionary went in doors, out of siglit, and the poor boy
was persuaded to approach the house. When his former mas-
ler came out again, and asked him why he had run away; “Be-
cause,” said he, “me steal bread.” He then added; “Me very
sorry,” and held out his hand for him to forgive him. When
he saw that his friend was so ready to forgive, he held fast by
his hand, and looking up in his face he said with great energy:
“When me steal again, you must whip me, and whip me, and
whip me very much.” And when he was told he was fully for-
given, he jumped for joy.

A few days afier this took place the missionary left his home
at Encounter Bay, on a visit to his own country. Before he
left that land, 2 new Sunday school room was opened, in a
town a short way off; at which he gave an address lo some na-
tive children. A treat was provided for them, and among the
rest {o enjoy it were the boys from the missionary station. Af-
ter they had spent a happy day together, the missionary rose
10 say ““Farewell.” The children now all rashed forward to
take his hand, and say, “good bye;” but there were no one
who appeared to feel so affectionately as poor little Mickey,
the runaway boy.

We may learn from this story, that sin will separate us from
our best friends. After Mickey had done wrong, he could not
meet his kind friend as he had been used to do. but fled from
him. So it was with Adam in the garden of Eden: he had en-
Joyed the favour and presence of God;but when he ate the for-
bidden fruit, he was afraid and hid himself. That was a sad
day for him and all his race. Aund now we often see what evil

sin does, in parting parents and children, brothers and sisters i

and friends. But the worst thing in sin is, it separates us from
God ourheavenly Friend.

Another lesson is,—If we do not attend to conscience we
shall surely suffer for it. Attend to it in little things and at all
times; or, like little Mickey after he had stolen the bread, we
shall lose our peace, and bring ourselves into trouble,

The kind missionary showed how ready he was to forgive
the penitent boy; and will not God forgive our sins? Yes, he
will, if we repent and believe in Jesus Christ. We may be
reconciled, though we are all sinners; for, “Christ also hath
once suffered for our sing, the just for the unjust that he might
bring ug to God.”
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MORNING STAR,
Jaffna, 27th August, 1846,

IDEA OF THE CHURCH.
[BY BISHOP WILSON.]

The Church is visible or invisible.

1. The inyisiaLe is that which is known cerfainly
to God alune, and to men, by the judgment of charity
only, from their adherence to the v_islble and prgfessed
communion of the faithful, and their holy doctrine and
walk. These are scattered all oyer the earth; they con-
sist of all who are “born of God,” incoporated info
Christ, deriving life and nourishment from him by faith,
loving him above all things, and following his holy
foot-steps. Such is the mystical or mvisible body and
Church of Christ.

2. The visisrr Church consists of the whole con-

regation of faithful men in different parts of the world,
who are visibly united in their several countries and
places under lawful ecclesiastical pastors and gov-
ernors; and amongst whom, as our Reformers admira-
bly express it, ““the pure Word of God is preached, and
the sacraments duly administered, according to Christ’s
ordinance, in all those things which of necessity are
reautisite to the same.”

Such were the seven Churches of Asia; and such the
Churches of Rome, Corinth, Colosse; and such all
other visible churches in every place and every age of
the world. The word is applied in various measures
ofextent according to circumstances,sometimes stretch-
ing to the whole professing body of Christ through-
out the world; at other times confined to a national
church duly established; and at others contracted to
the “church in a house.”

The whole of these form the one holy, apostolic,
Catholic Church of Christ, amongst whom is cultiva-
ted, as opportunities are granted ‘‘the communion of
saints;” the unity of which consists in the grand
fundamentals of Christianity,as set forth by our Apos-
tle; “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all;”’ that is, “one Lord,” teceived and ac-
knowledged in his divine and mediatorial glory; “one
faith,” in all the mighty facts and docfrines He hasve-
vealed for our salvation; “one baptism,’ as the seal
and confirmation of these, with further measures of
grace; the whole scheme of redemption being referred
to the loye of the “one God and Fatherof @l —

Differences of details in the expression and applica-
tion of these fundamental principles by forms of ex-
ternal polity and order, by regulations as to the mode
of administering the holy sacraments, and the celebra-
tion of public worship, are no breach of the unity of
the Church. They are peaceably settled, in each divi-
sion or portion of the undivided Church of Christ, by
those who have due authority in the same, nor are
they made articles of faith, or imposed universally on
others.

We do mot condemn other clurches, who have
thought the general points essential to good orderand
discipline might be determined ina manner somewhat
different from our own, or who were compelled by cir-
cumstances to follow such a different course at the pe-
riod of the glorious Reformation.

It is the Church of Rome and those who follow her,
that go beyond the wise, moderate and scriptural lan-
guage of our Reformers; and who by the impious claim
of exclusive salvation, by the imposition of sinful terms
of communion, and the placing of unity in the acknow-
ledgment of the iron supremacy ofa pretended bishop of
the universal church, rob Christ of his mediatorial glo-
1y, dethrone Him from his peculiar office and preroga-
tive asthe only Head of his body—ihe church, and indi-
rectly overthrow every one of the doctrines flowing
from his infinite merits and death.

POINTS OF CHRISTIAN UNION.

The points on which Christians differ are unques-
tionably not to be disregarded. It is greatly tobe de-
sired that on these points also, light and truth should
spread, and that the simple, broad, spiritual views held
out to us in the holy Seriptures should be accepted in
their native fulness and primitive strength. Never-
theless, it is an excellent habit of mind—one which
We ‘cannot too care fully cherish in ourselves and
others—to view the various parts of the fabric of truth
i their right proportions: vot allowing secondary points,
however ‘interesting they may be to ourselves, to oc-
cupy alarger portion of our field of vision, than proper-
ly ‘belongs to them in the order of the Gospel. Such
2 habit of mind will never discourage us in the faith-
tul support and diligent pursuit of truth: at the same
time, it will greatly aid us in the maintenance of that
Christian love which is the badge of discipleship. The
good old motto was never more important than in the
present day of polemical strife and sectarian prejudice,
In essentials, Usitv: in non-essentials, LiBERTY : in
all things, Crariry.—GuryEy. =

Tar Missionary Seirir EXENMPLIFIED.—The Rey.
Mr. Mackay, missionary of the Free Church' at Cal-
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cutta, having been obliged fo visit Scotland, expressed
the following sentiments in an address before the Free
Church General Assembly, hield last May at Edinburgh.

After fourteen years' experience of missionary life
during which a full share of bereavement, peril, afflic-
tion and disease, has fallen to my lot, T bave counted
the cost anew, and with far more cheerfulness, far
more willingness than before, I return to Hindustan.
There are the perishing heathen, many of them a-
miable, largely gifted, objects to me of the deep-
est interest, pity, and affection, and from whom, in re-
turn, I have received not a few tokens of disinterested
and grateful remembrance; there are those whom I'have
seen born again unto the Lord; and whom I love, even
as [ love my own; there are the brethren with whom
I have taken connsel, and who haye borne with me
the heat and toil of the day; there, too, I first learned
to associate in Christian fellowship with all who bore
the image of Christ; and I have seen thatimage, shin-
ing through the cloud of human sins and infirmities, in
men from Germany and Switzerland, from England
and America, in Baptists and Episcopalians, in Inde
pendents and Wesleyans, as elearly as in Scotch Pres-
byterians.

Fathers and brethren, the Bast is endeared to me by
many associations. There lies the dust of those dear-
er to me than life; of beloved missionary friends, true
yoke-fellows in the Lord’s work,—the active and de-
voted Pearce,—the young and noble De Hodt,—the
heayenly-minded Yates,—the illustrious band of Seram-
pore,—the pure, the feminine, the lofty direction of
spirit of the second Mrs. Judson. There, too, slumber
youthful believers, the first fruits of our mission, all
harmless as doves, and one with wings to soar like an
eagle; but their flight has been higher than ever earth-
ly pinion rose. They are in glory, and their work on
earth was glorious. My work with theirs,—my dust
with theirs,—my soul with theirs. There exists not on
the face of the earth a people more interesting than the
Hindus,—none more quick and intelligent, none more
docile and patient,—mnone of a more sweet and gentle
disposition naturally. It is the curse of idolatry that
lies heavy on the land,—it ig the cruel hand of Satan
that fills it with falsehood,and treachery, and blood; with
foul erimes and abominations, not so much as to be nam-
ed. And, Oh! what fellowship could he have with the
suffering, loving Saviour, who could look for years on
the misery, the degradation, of a people so higly gift-
ed,—could see them sinking, million after million, in-
to the grave, without one well-grounded hope, to abide
by the lmwful issues of eternity; and while any strength
or power remained, could consent, even in thought to
abandon the heathen, and to bask in the sunshine of a
Christian land? For me, the ideal has long since fad-
ed away; the reality in all its sternness—not full of
romantic peril and adventure, but dark, wearying, and
disheartening—is before me. Yet, having little indeed
to encourage, and much, and very much, deeply to
humble me in the sight of men, and far more in the
sight of a heart-searching God, could I begin life anew
with a full knowledge of the past,—of all its trials, of
all its sins—uwy life, Ttrust, would be different, but my
work the same; and oh! could I but realize my own
wishes, could 1 be but a true and zealous missionary of
Christ, there isno pleasure, no dignity that earth could
bestow, which I would not hold cheap in compari-
son! There is something in the work itself to ele-
vate and engross the soul. No one who goes at the call
of duty in the strength of the Lord, shall ever, can ev-
er, regret leaving his native land for the glory of God,
for the sake of the perishing heathen.

HisToRY oF ST. VERONICA,

Romanists assert that Protestants fulsely charge them yvith
encouraging superstitious observances in their religious wor-
ship. ‘The following bit of history shews by the testimony of
their own sriters that the legend of St. Veronica, which bears
a partin the annual representations got up by the Catholic
Priests in Jaffna to represent our Saviour’s passion(see a sketch
of the proeeedings, by one who has been an eye wituess of
them;in No. 6, of our paper, p. 48) is alike the product and the
cause of superstition existing in the Roman Church.

The history of St. Veronica exceeds all other legends of
pseudo-saints i the ])crlinacity with which it has been support-
ed by the Roman Church, in opposition to the learned of her
own communion, and in the entire absence of traditional evi-
deuce. Its origin and progress have been brought to light by
the researches of Romanist antiquarians.

About the (Larkest time of the middle ages arose the custom
of painting Ine countenance of our Saviour upon pieces of
cloth ; the accuracy of the supposed likeness, oricon as it was
called, was atlested by inscribmg beneath it the words *Vera
icon,” gradully corrupted into V{‘cronica. Many writers men-
tion these Veronica; as is observed by Mahillon, who has cited
passages from Romanus, Petrus Casinensis, and Augustinus
Patricious.  Mahillon also mentions the pelition of a certain
Cistercian abbess dated 1249, to Jacobus de Tresis, the Pope’s
chaplain, that he would send her a copy of the piciure contain- *
ed in St. Peter’s.  He complied with her request and begaed
her to receive the Copy as *‘a holy Veronica, Christ’ true im-
age or likeness.” ‘Tle next stage in the grew.h of the legend
(for it does not seem to be of clder date) was the discovery
that the original Veronica was anactual impression of our Sa-
viour’s features, miraculously taken at some time or other, ac-
cording to Mahillon, during the agony in the garden; to Du-
carge, on the way to Calvary; and by another ci’ass of persons,
as noticed by Baronius, snpposed to have been left upon he

hzad-dress in the sepulehre. But the story still wanted some-
thing, and Veronica was at length found’to be the name of &
holy woman, who followed our Lord to Calvary; and who.,
while piously wiping the Redeemer’s brow with a cloth, re-
ceived as a reward the miraculous impression of His counte-
nance. Of this woman, whom Baronius calls Berenice, thera is
a colossal statue in St. Peter’s at Rome; and what is worse,
her immage occupies a prominent place in the hearts of an ignor-
ant people.

ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS OF THE GERMAN CATHOLICS.
—We are permitted to publish the following interesting Ex-
tract from a Letter written by a German Clergymen, to his
brother in India, dated Saxe Wiemar 30th April 1846.—

“I'he Prassian Government;having ascertained thatnot one of
the German Catholies who have lefithe Pope, was implicated
in the late Polish revolt, have at last given them leave to hold
their Divine Services in regular Churches,and to perform them-
selves the rites of Baptism, also the solemnization of matri-
mony and of Burial; and all German Sovereignties have follow-
ed the example of Prussia: thus e. g. in Dresden the Orphan-
House Church has been given over to them;in Saxe-Weimar
where there are only 30, a large Schoolroom,” &e.

Skould one Editor go to Law with another Editorf—

Under this head, the Friend of India has some valu-
able remarks, called forth by a recent litigation between
two brother Editors at Caleutta, some of which we are
desirous of quoting, in application to Editorial contro-
versies generally. We heartily wish the fraternity of
Editors in Ceylon, would adopt the lofty and dignified
line of conduct indicated in these remarks, and thus
redeem the Colonial Press from the character of party
prejudice and personal abuse which hasbeen supposed
by the Indian community to attach to its statements,—
an evil, when existing, for which no amount or display
of talent can afford compensation.

For the trial and decision of our editorial controversies
we have our own tribunal, the Reading Public. They
are our constituency and it is of far greater importance
that we should stand well in their judgment than that
we should be triumphant in another tribunal, in which
an ounce of law is of more worth than a ton of a rea-
son or equity. It appears much more reasonable and
more complimentary, that we should appeal to these
our natural judges, than to any ofher. It appears lit-
tle consistent with reason that while we are employed
periodically in bringing all questions of public interest
to the bar of the,public, and appealing to its judgment
on the conduet and character of others, we should ob-
ject to refer those cases in which our own conduct or
motives may be impugned to its decision. The deei-
sions of this tribunal are, moreover, far more impartial
and satisfactory than any which can be obtained in any:
Court of Law, and there is always this special adyan-
tage attending the appeal to its judgment for the vin-
dication of Editorial character that the man who makes
it, stands vastly higher in public estimation than he
who rushes into a Civil Court, when he fancies him-
self injured. The very confidence which this appeal
implies in the justice of his cause is sure to tell in his
fayour; and he may rest assured, that if he is not able
by his own plain and straight forward vindieation to
clear himself before the public fromall imputation, the
verdict of a Court of Law—will only serve to shew
that he is a very cantankerous® sort of personage. Be-
sides, we think, it is quite possible for an editor great-
ly to overrate the injury inflicted on him by the calum-
nies of another.

The attacks of one editor on another are generally
thought of rather lightly by the community, because
those who, from the necessity of their office, are led
to deal more in censure than in praise of the conduct
of others, are considered fair game for each other; and
he is sure to be most applauded, who shows the leasf
sensitiveness at these attacks. We may also remark,
that the fouler and more maligant the slander, the less
will it be credited, and as John Bunyan says, in that
matchless allegory of the Pilgrim’s Progress,of the dirt:
that Ill-will and Prejudice cast upon Christian, as soon
as it was dry, it fell off, and the spot looked brighter
than before. There is no prouder position for an edi-
tor than when he is able to maintain his own imper-
turbility, while he finds that his opponent has lost
both his temper and his propriety.

No such slanders as those which would form the ba-
sis of an action for libel ever seriously affect the cha-
racter of a journal, which cannot be witten down ex-
cept by the stupidity of its own Editor.  If a journal
be conducted with talent, discretion, and temper, no
tempest of calumny can overwhelm it. Even the gros-
sest and most palpable falsehood need not become the
subject of an appeal to a Civil Court.

A calm, distinef, and dignified refutation of any gra-
tuitious and slanderous assertion, either in the paper
in which it appears, or in that of the editor, whom it
is intended to injure, will be quite sufficient to secure
the public suffrage, and any journal which has once
been convicted at the bar of public opinion of dealing
in unscrupulous and malignant imputations will soon
find that every repetition of them only sinks its credit
to a lower ebb.

We have thus endeavoured to explain the reason

*This by the Editor of the Friend of India in a Lcnd(-:E
[Printer's Boy,
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which induces us to recommend a total abstinence of
all appeal to law when an editor considers that he has
received an injury from a brother editor. It is not for
us to say, that such a measure would not be right, pro-
per, or legal; but we submit that the editor wi{l best
consult the dignity of his public character and his per-
sonal peace and will assuredly stand higher in public
estimation, if he be enabled to treat such attacks with
a feeling of lofty indifference, and to regard the gross-
ness of the provocation only as serving to heighten the
virtue which overlooks it.

Mesyerisi.—The Government of India have resoly-
ed to appoint a Committee in Caleutta to investigate
and report on the subject of Mesmerism, in reference
to the extraordinary success which has attended Dr. Es-
daile’s endeavours fo perform surgucal operations, with-
out pain to the patientby throwing him into a mesmer-
ic trance. The question is one of the deepest importance
to the interests of humanity, and the conduct of Gov-
ernment in appointing an official Committee to invest-
igate the authenticity of the facts will ensure the com-
mendation ofevery benevolent mind.— Friend of India.

Orricrar Cwances.—From the Observer of the
20th inst. we learn that Mr. Robert Langslow is to take
the place of Mr. Sirr, as Deputy Queen’s Advocate at
Galle; that Judge Price is to succeed Mr. Wright as
Auditor General; Mr. C. P. Layard to take the Judge-
ship vacated by Mr. Price, and Mr. R. Atherton to suc-
ceed Mr. Layard at Trincomalie.

Proceepises oF a Frexca CarToorrc PriusT, AT
rae Mavritius.—The same paper states on the au-
thority of papers from the Mauritius,—that the Gov-
ernor had determined to banish from the island a French
Priest,who had been paid by Government for performing
certain duties within certain limits, but who had trans-
gressed his orders, interfered with certain schools es-
tablished by the Governor's Lady—administered the sa-
craments of Baptism and marriage to persons previous-
ly haptised and married by Protestant ministers,—and
finally outraged the feelings of the whole community
by dissecting the body of a woman who had died in
child-birth in order to administer baptism to the in-
fant and give the surviving parent and relatives the
consolation of knowing that it died a Christian.

Fare Trane.—The @bserver notices the appoint-
ment of a meeting at the Chamber of Commerce to
discuss the measuresnecessary to be taken to meet the
approaching crisis anticipated in the application to the
Colony of those principles of Free Trade which haye
been adopted in the mother country. After a course
of yaluable suggestions and earnest warnings to those
whose interests are involved, to make timely and wise
preparation for the expected changes, the Editor thus
concludes: ““For our own part, while we deeply sym-
pathise with those whose interests are so greatly in-
volyed in the approaching changes, we see no cause
to fear for them or for the Colony. We believe that
with cheap food and cheap labour at our disposal, good
roads will soon intersect the country—the cost of cul-
tivation and carriage will be lessened—more care and
attention can and will be paid to the preparation and
shipment of our staple articles—the storm will be
weathered and the prosperity of Ceylon secured.”

Died, at Manaar, after lingering 11 hours, of Cholera
on the night of the 2Ist instant, Mrs. Ruth Harriet,
wife of Mr. John Fredric Honter and eldest daughter
of Mr. J. W. F. Bartholomeusz, aged 17 years and 20
days, leaving a eircle of velations to bemoan her loss

A Want— What a pity it conld not be met.—The Friend
of Indiy remarking on the Newspaper Pressof Ceylon says:
“A really %ood paper in Ceylon, which from its impartiali-
ty and truthfulness. should command respect as a safe suide,
would be a great advantage to us on the coulinent of India,
who are anxious to he enabled to look at the interesting ques-
tions which are constantly arising in the progression of that
Colony, without the mists of local prejudice.”

Horrible #iurder~The Caleutta Englishman states that a
most herrible ghant murder lately took place at Bamagore.
A party of men, bronght with them a woman supposed to be
dying, in order to perform the usual ceremonies of cremation.
She enceavored to escape out of their hands, and her screams
were loud enongh to atiract the atlention of a European fami-
ly Bving in the neighborhood, who endeayored in vain to in-
teriere; and the woman was actually forced upou the funeral
pile while yet alive and burnt to death.—It is (o be hoped the
authors of this atrocity will be brought to Jjustice.

A Princely Fool—The Sikh Sirdar Lena Singh at the
late festival of Jugganauth, presented to the senseless idol, a
huge élephant, a Eeautiful liorse, several gold and silver orn-
ameatd, and 4.000 Ropees.—What a sacrifice to the man’s
oywn Vanily!

Nutive Convert.—A young native of respectable family, near
Calentta, Weomachurn Ghose, has left his friends and joined
the Free Church Missionaries with the view of receiving ‘Chris-
tian baptism,

Horrible Execution of o Murderer.—A wretehed man at
Lahore, who confessed to having committed five murders, was
lately burnt alive. first being tortured by knives and hot irons.

Daring and successful Robbery at Caleutta.—A few weeks
ago, about eight o’clock in the evening a party of about six-
téen armed men, went in a body to the house of one of the na-
tive bankers and seized a large cliest containing money and
jewelsy to the value of 20.000" Rps. 'The Bankar and bis sor-
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vants, who attempled to defend the property, were cut down
and left senseless on the foor and the robbers got clean off
with their booty,

Cholera at Kurache.—Itis now staled that no fewer than
895 Euaropeans—and 595 natives were carried off from the
Regiments at Kurache during the nine days visitation of c¢ho-
lera at thal station. About 7.000 nalives perished in the town
in the same period by this dreadful pestilence.

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

The last Overland mail via Bombay brings the importaul in-
telligence of the resignation of Sir Robert Peel and his Cabinet
and the formation of a whig ministry under the leadership of
lord John Russel. The duke of Wellington by the Queen’s
request has consented to remain at the head of lhga army, and
it is stated that Sir Robert Peel has promised to give a genei-
al support to the intended policy of his successor. Seatsin the
new Cabinet were offered lord Dalhousie, lord Lincoln, and
Mr. Sidney Herbert, members of the late Cabinet, which they
declined. ~ The members of the new Cabinet are

First Lord of the Treusury—Lord JouN RUSSELTL.

Lord Chancellor—Lord CorTeNmAM.

President of the council—Marquis of LANSDOWNE.

Lord Privy Seal—FEarl of MiN1o.

Home office—Sir GEORGE GREY.

Foreiogn Office—Viscount PALMERSTON,

Coloniul Ofice—Ear] GREY. 2

Chancellor of the Exclequer—Mr. CHARLES WooD.

Clancellor of the Duchy of Cormwall—Lord CAMPBLLL.

Pay master General—NMr. MACAULEY.

Woods and Forests—Viscount MoRPETH,

Postmaster General—Marquis of CLANRICARDE,

Board of Trade—Earl of CLARENDOY.

Bourd of Control—Sir Jouy HoBHOUSE.

Chief Secretary for Ireland—My. LABOUCHERE.

Admirally—FEarl of AUCKLAND. )

Sir Robert Peel, before reliring from Office had the sz}l}sfac-_
tion of announcing to the House that the terms of partition of
the Oregon territory which the British Government had last
offered to the United States had been accepted by the Presi-
dent, by the advice of the Senate, “without the addition or al-
teration of a single word,” by which the great calamity of a
war between two powerf(ul and civilised countries had been
averted.

Sir Robert’s retirement is said to have more resembled a
trinmph than the enforced withdrawal of a defeated minister.
His parting address te the House was received with lively
marks of approbation and warm sympathy with the fecling
which promptedand characterised hisexplanations. Mr. Hume
m responding to the address affirmed that Sir Robert Peel had
done more than.any of his predecessors who had been Prime
Ministers, for the benefit of his country, and that he quitted
the helm of power amid the respect and sympathy of admir-
ing millions.  From all quarlers of the empire addresses were
pouring in upon him, expressing the most lively sentiments of
gratitude for the sacrifices he has made in carrying out suc-
cessfully the Repeal of the Corn Laws. The London Mail
has the following emphatic remarks on these events:

“The deelarations that henceforthihe leader of the late Gov-
ernment will be of 1o party; that he will support in office. those
measures which promise best for the welfare of the country;
and the anmouncement that America has accepted the terms
offered for the seltlement of the Oregon difference “withont ad-
dition ‘or alteration of a word,”” invest suchevents with an in-
terest, that arcuses sympathies in favor of the retiring minister,
unparalleled in the pages of English history.

Nor are otlier concurrent circumslances waunling to render
lustrous the setting of Ruobert Peel’s political orb. . The first
fruits of his litreral policy are already manifesting themselves
by fiseal rel: ons in the [alian States, France, Geruany,
and even Russia, where the reduetions amount (o one half af
preceding {arifisy and more important still, the essential spirit
of freedom nourighed at home by an enlightened Government,
isnow to be found penetrating the dark recesses of foreign des-
polic rule.  Portugal and Spain, afier ineffectual allempts to
fetter the public mind, and by armed bands ta enforce submis-
sion to arbitrary ediets, liave been eompelled to Jegislative as-
semblies and legal measures.  Prussia, after mauy ycars of
hesitation, has decided to meel the universal demand for free
imstitutions, and Lo grant constitutional privileges hitherto with-
held —States General are forthwith to be established which
will have the right of voting the Budget, and consequently con-
trolling all financial matters, whilst, to the provineial Stales
will be assizied extended prerogatives. Gther German Siates
shew, that the vital principle is at work, and willnot be extin-
guished.  Not (o them, howeyer, is limited the regeneraling
nfluence now at work. IHaly is awakening from its long slum-
ber; and, guided by the same pervading spirit, the new head of
the Papal States has just been eleeted; not for his weakened
age and subserviency to foreign courts, but, before external in-
fluences could be brought (o bear upon the Electors, for his en-
ergetic advoeacy of liberal principles

In France the influence of the firm but unaggressive policy
puzsued by our late Government, has extended even to the aj-
laying of national jealousies and the autipathies of the most
seusitive and irritable people on the face of the earth.”

Irary.—Accounts from Rome aunounce the election of the
new Pope by acelamation, afier the conclave of Cardinals
had sat ouly ‘two days, and without waiting for the arrival of
the foreign Cardinals who had set out to Join their delibera-
tions. The election has fallen upon cardinal Ferretti, of the
family of the counts Mastai Ferretti. He was born at Sini.
gaglia in the states of the church in 1792.  He became
bishop of Imola, and was named cardinal 7z petto in 1839, and
was proclaimed in 1840.  He was Cardinal of the order of
Priests.  T'he conelave of the Sacred College lasted only 48
hours. Rarely has a conelave heen so short: it is said thal the
political situation of the States of the Church, and the necessi-
Ly for pulting an end {o expectations that might be changed in-
to an alarming agitalion, hastened the deeision of the Gardin-
als. The new Pope has the reputation of being endowed with
a liberal and conciliatory mind, and his appointment hzs in
general been weli received. The Cardinal Mastai Ferretti, on
ascending the throne of St. Peter,* takes the title of Pius. ix.

# “The throne of St. Peter."—The only title Peter assumed
was this: “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostie of Jesus
Christ.”" Papal power and dominion never etitered into his
thoughts. A fruer title would' he—tlie Throne of papal Am-
bilion.”—4 Bible Reader.,

* he would not have them establish themselves at Rome.

he is one of the youngest Popes (hyy

Being only 54 years old,
His coronation took place on the 215,

have everbeen’ elected.
May with great state,

There are relaled, two ancedotes which shew that oy
ascending the Pontifical throne he shuts his soul to all thonghts
of ambition for his family, and thinks only of the great and lio-
ly obligations imposed on him by the triple erown. Two of his
nephews being at Rome, he ordered one of: them, who was s
brother’s son, to return to Sinigaglia, and tell his family thay
To
the other, a son of one of his sisters, a young officer of the Poy.
tifical army, he declared that no promotion would be accord.
ed'to mm but what was due to his rank and merit. This con-
duet, so different to what is generally attributed to the nepo-
tismr of Popes, only confirms what was previously conceived
of his great merit. The two Secretaries of State have not yet
been appointed. The Pope declared that before making {his
important choice be wished to meditate several days in the
presence of God.  His holiness has confirmed in their titles
and fanctions the different dignitaries who formed the Ja(e
Pope’s Pontifieal household.” ~ A correspondent of one of the
Journals says :——In 1836, I was al Naples, where T haq
the honour of being personally acquainted with: the present
Pope who was resi(ﬁng there as nuncio.  He left in that city
souvenirs which can never be effaced, particularly from the
liearts of the poor. At the time of the cholera he sold his car-
riages, his fornitare. and his plate, and distributed the pro-
ceeds among the unfortunate persons atlacked by that disease,
During the whole of the time that it lasted, he never ceased (o
give tothe sick the cousolations of religion and also aid from
his purse. He was always on foot in the visils which he paid
to them,and when observalions were made to him on this point,
he replied—“When the poor of Jesus Christ are dying in the
streets, his ministers ought not to. go through them in a cari-
ape.”’

Uxirep StAres.—The proposition of Great Britain for the
settlement of the Oregon question was debated by the Senate
for three days with closed doors when they agreed by a ma-
jority of 33 te 12 1o advise the President (o aceept the offer,
The satisfaction of all classes in the commercial cities a1 this
result is most complete; stocks rose some 2 or 3 per cent on
the receipt of the first report of settlement.

From MExico there was no news of importanee.  General
Tavror had taken possession of the city of Matamoras, which
the Mexican General Arista had evaenated, afler a vain en-
deavour to obtain fram (he Americans an armistice {or six
weeks to enable him to communicate with his Goverliment.—
Vera Cruz was blockaded by the United States squadron,
General Taylor was at the iast accounts at Matamoras, wait-
ing further reinforcements and insinuctions from the United
States Government. It was thought the present Government
of Mexico would soon be overthrown by a new revolation.

St Jorns, Newfoundland had been almost totally destroyed
by fire. Every place of business in the city had been reduced
to ashes, and no less than 7,000 persons rendered houseloss,
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[Glorious work of Diviue grace among the Nestorians.]
(Translated from the last No. of the Star.)
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