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INTRODUCTION

Two things are certain in life. One is death, the other criticism.

Human relationship is a delicate affair. I would therefore welcome helpful criticism of this work
with a view to improve its quality for the future editions.

When an invitation is extended to visit a garden of roses one doesn’t rush to examine the dung-
heap in the corner. -

There are many who look at different aspects of the Tamil crisis and give their solution. This is
rather like the story of the blind men trying to identify the shape of an elephant. One touched
the trunk and said an elephant was like this, another touched the legs, still another the tail and
they all had their particular contradictory views of what an elephant was. But the truth was
that it was all of these.

No one knows for certain what life is all about. Interpretations — there have been many. Why there
should be so many religions? — it simply baffles me. Handy Perinpanayagam, a highly respected
educationist and my teacher at Jaffna College very frankly replied to my question at a ‘religious’ class
that he did not know. This was in 1937. He also added, ‘greater minds have failed to answer’.

The relevancy of these will become apparent as we go through the pages.

This book is an unusual one — even unique!

ht is unique in the sense that it is mostly a reproduction of Press reports about my public activities from
the time I plunged into trade union and political work about half-a-century ago.



It was in 1944 that I took part in a major political meeting in Colombo.

At the inaugural meeting of the All-Ceylon Tamil Congress held at the Saiva Mangayar Kalagam Hall,
Wellawatta, I went up to the platform and called upon G.G. Ponnambalam, the Chairman of the meeting
and also urged the audience (most of them Tamil public servants like myself) not to proceed with the
formation of a purely Tamil organisation but instead to form an All-Island Minorities Congress to
include all the minorities in Ceylon. It was reported in the next day’s issue of the Times of Ceylon. The
reporter was Donovan Moldrich. Years later he became the Editor-in-Chief.

At this time, I was already an active trade unionist in the G.C.S.U. — the Government Clerical Service
Union, functioning as its Branch Secretary in the Auditor-General’s Department, where I worked. It was
one of the important Branches.

Our activities grew in strength and support.

Almost 90% of the Government clerks in the General Clerical Service became members. That was over
5,000.

In 1947 it was a very large figure. If you add the number of clerks and other employees in the
Departments of the Government in the pre-Independence Ceylon, it was indeed a crucial number that
could bring down any Government if there was a general strike.

That was precisely what was planned in 1947, not only the clerks in the General Clerical Service but
other employees such as in the Railways, Survey Department etc., also joined in the strike.

It was for better pay and conditions of service. Also for trade union rights — such as the right to criticise
the Government in a reasonable and legitimate manner.

But the Government of D.S. Senanayake and J.R. Jayawardene was determined to crush the strike. Then
came the confrontation.

Huge marches and rallies were planned and held. By this time other sectors of general workers such as in
the Harbour and Postal Services also became restive. They too joined.

Senanayake and Jayawardena panicked.

They ordered the Police to stop all processions and marches.

But the leftist leaders who led the strike would not be silenced.

We defied the ban. Then the Police struck. They opened fire and shot at the strikers. Clerk Kandasamy
(from Vaddukoddai) died instantly. Another clerk, Percy Nanayakara was seriously injured. I was with
them and marching together. Somehow the bullets missed me. I did not run away. Dr. N.M. Perera was
dragged and put behind the Police side as we approached the Kolonnawa Oil Installation. Our intention
was to get the vital oil workers also to join the strike. It was then that the Superintendent of Police in
charge ordered the shooting down of the strikers. His name was Musafer.

Although the 1947 General Strike was crushed, Senanayake and Jayawardene used the rebellious spirit
behind the strike as an argument as to why the British should transfer power. Otherwise there was a
danger of revolution and the country going communist!

I 'am giving the Press reports as they appeared. It does not of course mean that I agreed with all that was
said. For example, certain people without realising the full implications and the potential significance of
the 1982 Pongal Declaration (UDI) opined that it was a joke!

The Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi knew better. She personally ordered my immediate
deportation from India when her Government realised that the preliminary move to set up a Provisional
Government of Tamil Eelam in Madras would touch the sympathetic chords of the millions of Tamils in
Tamil Nadu with uncertain consequences to her Government.

On 28 January 1980, I had met her in New Delhi within a few days of her return to power, and appealed
to her to help the Tamils.

I also met R. Venkataraman, then Defence Minister, P.V. Narasimha Rao, then Minister for External
Affairs and Sanjay Gandhi.



Briefly, I would like to mention the following matters:-

In 1965, I contested the Kankesanturai Parliamentary seat as the official candidate of the CP-LSSP
United Front. Mr. S.J.V Chelvanayagam won.

I practised as a Barrister for 10 years in Ceylon until 1971. I then joined the Judicial Service in Zambia,
first as Resident Magistrate and then on promotion continued to work there as Senior Resident
Magistrate (District Judge). I was in Zambia for 6 years.

In November 1982, I met and discussed Tamil affairs with Tiger leader Prabakaran and one of his
colleagues Subramaniam for one whole day in Madras at the home of Thiru P. Nedumaran.

Indo-Tamil Eelam Confederation

The main thrust in my political work for a long time has been that both Sinhala Sri Lanka and Tamil
Eelam should come into a closer political link-up/Union with India, either on a federal, confederal, or
sovereignty based association basis.

This kind of process is the one that is taking place right now among the European Community countries.
Eventually to lead to the United States of Europe.

The idea of our link-up with India is nothing new.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan the acknowledged and undisputed All-Ceylon leader during the first half
of this century had himself proposed the merger of Tamil areas of Ceylon with the Tamil areas of South
India so as to form a Greater Tamil Nadu.

(MANIKAK KANGAI

by RAJAM KRISHNAN,
Paari Puthakap Pannai,
Madras 5.)

(First edn. — June ’86).

Ramanathan’s lead in this direction was followed by his close kinsman, Dr Ananda Coomaraswamy,
renowned savant and acknowledged authority on Indian and Sinhala Art and one of the creators of the
Indian and Ceylonese cultural renaissance.

Dr. Sarvepallai Gopal (a Fellow of St. Anthony’s College, Oxford) in his book ‘Radhakrishnan, a
Biography’ — (1989 edn.) in his prelude, has this to say:—

‘Ananda Coomaraswamy, born of English and Sri Lanka Tamil parents and trained in Britain in geology, was
reclaimed by the haunting persistence of the past and devoted himself to the service of ideas which for him was
the only service possible to render to the cause of Indian freedom. It was the work of artists to make their
hearers free; it was they alone who could establish the status of a nation.’

In another context, Ananda Coomaraswamy declared:—-

“The more I know of Ceylon, the more inseparable from India does it appear and indeed I regret sometimes that
Ceylon and India are not at present under one administration. Ceylon is in the truest sense a part of India . . .
In Asia all roads lead to India.’

Dr. Colvin R. de Silva and Dr. N.M. Perera (Ministers) even founded one political party for the whole
Indian Sub-Continent called the Bolshevik-Leninist Party of India (with a Ceylon unit).

The Press reports here tell the rest of the story.

55 Warren Road,
LONDON SW19

8 August 1992 K. VAIKUNTHAVASAN

There are about 100,000 Tamils in the UK. This is only a guess. They come from Sri Lanka, India,
Malaysia, Singapore, South Africa, Mauritius etc. I reside here from 1977. After my arrival, 4
Hindu (Saiva) temples have been established in London. Their pictures are found in the book.

It has not been possible to arrange the contents, photos' etc., in the proper chronological order
of events. This is regretted



SIR PONNAMBALAM RAMANATHAN

SSNERFETEIPLLAI M A, LL B (Lond), F.R.A.S., P.T.lLl., Bar-at-Law

e Dief’ Founder, Highgate Murugan Temple —
&t #s Sabapathipillai Hall

it Sy GANDEEPAN VAIKUNTHAVASAN)

S J V CHELVANAYAGAM

ondon Murasu

OCTOBER 1983

DR RAJASUNDARAM

Dr.  Rajasundaram, Founder-
Secretary of GANDHIYAM, was
brutally beaten to death, along with 57
other Tamil Eelam Compatriots on 27
July *83 in the high-security Welikada
Prison of Colombo.

David Selbourne, in his report on
the violence in Sri Lanka, said this:
“But of all the crimes of July, the most
wicked single event — though it is
invidious to particularise in such a sea
of murder — must be the killing of Dr.
Rajasundaram, the Secretary of the
Gandhiyam Movement.”
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BOOK REVIEWS

————

1l

S.A. DAVID

A Tamil Eelam Voice in the U.N.O. (1989) and
D.-pralled erer (pHev (pLpssd (1990)
By Krishna Vaikunthavasan

5.10.78 is a red letter day in
the history of Tamil Eelam
struggle for freedom. On this
day Krishna Vaikunthavasan
raised the voice of Tamil Eelam
in the highest forum in the
world. the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in New York.

Now after eleven long years
Vaikunthavasan takes us
behind the scenes in two book-
lets he has released in Madras.

‘A Tamil Voice in the
U.N.O’ a booklet in English of
29 pages opens with a brilliant
summary of the Tamil Eelam
freedom struggle by S. Siva-
nayagam, formerly editor of
Saturday Review and now
editor of Tamil Nation. It is
indeed a jewel in the crown of
this booklet and sets the
U.N.O. incident in perfect
perspective.

The rest of the book is a fac-
tual record of the historic con-
ference : reviews in world press
and Vaikunthavasan’s efforts to
bring the Tamil Eelam freedom
struggle to the notice of the

EELA VENTHAN
a prominent Tamil activist
(Tamil Nadu)

world in meetings in European
and Asian capitals.

In ‘gp.praflev eredr (LpGev
&&LD in Tamil, 128
pages, Vaikunthavasan takes a
wider view including auto
bio-graphical details - indicate
that the U.N.O. episode was
long in the making. Approp-
riately the story starts in the
class rooms and playing fields
of Jaffna College under the
watchful eyes of Handy Perin-
panayagam, doyen of socialist
thought .and action in Jaffna.
Then it moves to a visit to
South India at the age of 20 to
meet political and intellectual
stalwarts; back to Ceylon,
Trade Union struggle and
editorship of ‘Peoples Voice’,
then to legal studies and enroll-
ment as advocate and trips to
China and Russia: work in
Zambia and retirement in Bri-
tain and the U.N.O. incident.
Details of his brush with
Indian Security sleuths and the
cat and mouse moves is indeed

S. A, David, B Arch, Dipl.T.P., AR.LB.A, ART.P.I
Chartered Architect and Town Planner,
President, Gandhiyam, Sri Lanka.

as thrilling as the U.N.O.
action.

Reference to Omar Kha-
yaam, Barathy, and Navalar
gives a glimpse of Vaikunthava-
san’s wider interests.

On page 91, Vaikunthavasan
makes passing reference to his
proposal in 1980 for a Tamil
Eelam Government in exile
sabotaged by TULF. If this
proposal had been accepted
and implemented much of the
bloodshed and tears in Tamil
Eelam could have been
averted.

At the back of the books is 2
powerful portrait sketch of the
father by the son Gandeepan

A chip off the old block. Gan
deepan is causing ripples in
the Art World in London and
moving in Royal circles.

Now that Vaikunthavasan
has whetted the appetite of his
readers he is duty bound to
write a full length book record-
ing for posterity his experiences
stretching over half a century at
centre stage in Trade Union
action and Tamil Eelam Politi-
cal diplomacy in Sri Lanka.

Moderately priced at £ 1.75,
$ 3 or Rs. 10/- and £ 4.95 or
Rs.15.00 the two booklews are
essential reading in the history
of Tamil Eelam freedom strug-
gle.

THE HINDU, Tuesday, December 30, 1980

Short Review-

THAMIL EELAM: Published by Eelam
Tamils Association, 53, Ashen Grove,
London SW 19: This brochure brought
out by the Tamil Coordination Committee
in London purports to bring out the
case for a Tamil Eelam in Sri Lankaj
— a demand which formed the main’
plank of the TULF when it fought the
1977 elections in the Island. A letter
written by Mrs. Gandhi to Mr. Krishna
Vaikunthavasan, convenor of the TCC
and one of the leading exponents of
this cause, in August 1979 (included
in the book) says, “‘the Janata Govern-
ment is going out of the way to be
friendly. ‘with the present government
of Sri Lanka. I doubt if they will wish
to take up the issue of the sufferings
of the Tamils in Sri Lanka”. Mrs. Gandhi
was then out of power and nothin
significant has happened in this rega
in the last nearly one year since she
assumed the Prime Ministership once
again. There can be no two opinions

about settling the problem of the stateless
Indians (Tamils) in that country as
has been forcefully brought out in this
book which also outlines . the efforts
to win world sympathy for a Tamil
State in Sri Lanka. Mr. Vaikunthavasan,
in fact, hit newspaper headlines, when
in 1978 he daringly entered the U.N.
General Assembly and took charge of
the podium for a brief whilé to make
a speech on the plight of Tamils in
Sri Lanka even as the Foreign Minister
of the country was being called by
the President to address the Assembly.
The chapter relating to this makes very
interesting reading besides, of course,
conveying the strong feelings of Mr.
Vaikunthavasan and others of this line
of thinking on this issue, though it
is another matter whether what they
ag;le “fighting" for is justified and practic-
able.

M. Pattabhiram.
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EXTRACT FROM:
THE FALL AND RISE OF THE

TAMIL NATION

EVENTS LEADING TO THE
TAMIL WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
AND
RESUMPTION OF
EELAM SOVEREIGNTY

~ V. Navaratnam
(Member of Parliament 1963-1970)

GCSU

As in the case of the country's political movement in the
first quarter of the century when the Tamil leader Sir Ponnam-
palam Arunachalam founded the Ceylon National Congress,
organized and spearheaded the national movement for con-
stitutional reforms and paved the way for eventual in-
dependence of Ceylon, so it was with the CGSU in the "Thirties
and Forties' when it was the young Tamil clerical servants who
laboured to make it the powerful public service trade union
it came to be. The untiring and ceaseless efforts of Tamil clerks
like K. C. Nithiyanantha, K. Vaikunthavasan, A. R. Asirvatham
and many others built up the GCSU as an influential and
powerful trade union arm of the LSSP. T. B. langaratne was one
of the very few Singhalese clerks who worked with them. They
travelled to all parts of the country and organized GCSU bran-
ches in almost every Government office. They worked in the
belief that the benefits of organized trade unionism accrue to
all public servants and the Union would fight when necessary
to protect the rights of all without considerations of race, caste
or creed. As a matter of fact, they had no reason at the time
they were organizing to foresee anything otherwise either
from the Union or the LSSP leaders who were their mentors.

Again like the country’s national freedom movement in
which the Ceylon National Congress ousted Arunachalam and
other Tamils and came under a pan-Singhalese leadership
which saw to it that Tamils were kept out of the benefits of
freedom and independence, so also the GCSU was taken over
by a pan-Singhalese leadership and transformed into an
organization which served the interests of Singhalese clerks
only. The Government dismissed M. C. Nallathamby, Vaikun-
thavasan, Asirvatham and llangaratne for their trade union
activities. It was a Tamil organizer of the GCSU, Kandasamy
by name, wfio sacrificed his life for the cause of the GCSU:
he was shot dead by the Police while leading a procession
alongside the LSSP leader N. M. Perera in protest against
D . § . Senanayake Government's increase of the price of rice,
an issue which affected the entire population irrespective of
race. Whereas Illangaratne became a Minister in S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike's Government subsequently and was compen-
sated with a substantial sum of money as damages for the
dismissal, his two Tamil colleagues in the dismissal, Vaikun-
thavasan and Asirvatham, went into the wilderness without
a penny.

FIRST EDITION: AUGUST 1991 PAGE 198

V. NAVARATNAM
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CEYLON OBSERVER

SUNDAY EDITION JUNE 12, 1960

Four men will fight it out

for the G.C.S.U. leadership

(By a Sunday “Observer” reporter)

FOUR men well known in the sphere of public service trade unionism face the
polls on Saturday, June 25 for election to the leadership of the .seven

thousand member strong Government Clerical Service Union.

THE CHOICE WILL BE MADE BY ABOUT SEVEN HUNDRED DELEGATES REPRE-
SENTING GOSU BRANCHES ALL OVER THE ISLAND. ASSEMBLED AT AN ANNUAL

CONFERENCE IN COLOMBO.

Three of them are former
Presidents of the Union. One
was a General Secretary.

Mr. K. C. NYTHIANANTHA,
the best known name in public
service trade unionism, is stag-
ing a come back to the forefront
of the leadership again after a
self imposed exile of six years.

Mr. Nythianantha was Presi-
dent of the GCSU and of the
All-Island Conference of Public
Service Trade Unions from 1350

K. C. Nythianantha

to 1954. Ip 1954 he was dis-
missed from the public service
for criticising the  ‘government's
Budget proposals. Six months
later he was reinstated 'in ser-
vice.

D. A. C. Senaratne

Today he is the Head of the
Treasury’s Finance Branch.
He was promoted to the pub-
lic service’s Executive Grade I

in 1951 and has bec 1 over-
fooked for promotion to  the
Special Grade for the last
t;nree years. He is 44 years
old.

Mr. T. B. DISSANAYAKE
(34) has held the post of Presi-
dent for the last two  years.
From tHe inception of his career
he has been attached to the
Audit Office, Colombo. He has
been a long time member of the
Council of Management before
being elected President.

Mr. Dissanayake has played
a prominent part in the agita-
tion against the amendment
to the Public Security Act and
1~ 'the GCSW in the March 3
strike.

He nas been awarded a Colom-
‘bo Plan Scholarship in rade
Unionism and is due to leave for
the United Kingdom this year.

T. B. Dissanayake

MR. D. A. C., SENARATNE
(49) was President of the GCSU
in 1955 and unsuccessfully con-
tested the post in 1956, 1857. and
1959. He is the Chief Clerk of
the District Caurt, Kegalle.

Suspended

He took to trade union work
in 1952 as an office-bearer of the
GCSU’s Ratnapura Branch. The
following year he was elected to
the Council of Management.

During his presidentship - in
1955 he was suspended from

the post by the Council of
Management for an incorrect
interpretation of the Union's
constitution. He hag studied
trade unionism on a govern-
ment scholarship in the Uni-
ted Kingdom,

MR. K. VAIKUNTHAVASAN
(40) is a Barrister-at-Law and
was the editor and proprietor of
a weekly newspaper called the
“Peoples Voice” in 1951-53 when
he was out of the public service
after his dismissal for publishing
an article in the Union magazine,
Red Tape of which he was the
Editor.

A book

While awaiting the results of
his appsal against dismissal he
visited China and Russia and
wrote a book on his return about
those two countries.

K. Vaikunthé&aéan

Later in 1955 he went to the
United Kingdom and qualified
as a Barrister-at-Law, He was

reinstated in service in 1956

and now works in the Fishe-

ries Department.
. He was elected General Secre-
tary of the GCSU in 1949 ‘and
he organised the first All-Island
Conference of Trade Unions and
was joint sedretary of the Con-
ference in 1950.
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THURSDAY OCTOBER 15th, 1964

CEYLON DAILY MIRROR

HIS GOVT. PROMISED RELIEF ses—

1947 Strike echo

"THE echoes of the 1947 Public Servants’
strike were heard in the Treasury yester-
day.

It asked heads of all government departments
whether those public servants who were dismissed or
compulsorily retired for participating in the strike were
paid whatever was due to them between ‘the period
the government in April 1956 decided te re-instate

them and the actual date of their re-instatement.

In the Throne Speech of 1956, following the election of the
late Mr. 8. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, it was stated that the cases of
all governient officers who had beem penalised. under the repres-

sive regulations of previous governments would be reviewed in terms
of a neWw: Flnancial Rugulaiion No. 267.

Among those whose names were considered and who benctitted
by this were Mr. T. B. Ilangaratne, Mr. M. C. Nallathamby, Mr.

Gladstone Amerasekera, Mr. A. B. A, C. Weerasekera. Mr. A. R. Asir-
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watham, Mr. K Valkunthavasan and Mr. S. M. Silva.

THE CEYLON DAILY NEWS

3-12-1956
G.C.S.U. welcomes
Vaikunthavasan

The Government Clerical Ser-
vice Union'on Saturday welcomed
back into its fold Mr. K, Vaikun-
thavasan, its former General Sec-
refary who was dismissed for
trade union activities in August,
1950, and re-employed in govern-
ment service last week,

Mr, R, Vandebona, the GCSU
Presgident, at a council meeting
at the Union headquarters, ex-
tended a hearty welcome to Mr.
Vaikunthavasan who was present
on special invitation,

The president said that the
GUSU would continue to fight for
complete and unconditional rein-
statement as the Union was con-
cerned more with the principle
underlying the question whether

trade union officials should be
funished for activities legitimate-
y carried out on orders of the
Union on its behalf,

Mr, Valkunthavasan said it was
a8 unique occasion and he was
happy he was once again a GCSU
member. He thanked the All Is-
land Conference of Public Ser-
vants and other TUnions for all
they had done for him and other
dismissed trade unionists in the
struggle for their reinstatement.

TIMES OF CEYLON
26-11-56

Union raises an
old issue

(By a “Daily News” reporter)

The Government Clerical Ser-
vice Union has once again taken
up the case of Mr, K. Vaikun-
thavasam and asked for pension
rights for him for the period
of dismissal from 4.8.1950 to
26.11.1956.

AR Asirwtha |

In a letter to the Finance
Minister, Dr. N. M. Perera,
the President of the G.C.S.U.
Mr. T. B, Dissanayake states
that Mr. Vaikunthavasam was
formerly  General Secretary of
the Union and he was one of
those victimised by the U.N.P.
Government gnd dismissed from
service on 4.8.50 for his trade
union activities.

On the basts of a policy deci-
sion bv the Government of the
late Mr. S. W. R. D, Bandara-
naike he was re-instated on
26.11.56 and placed on a salary
point which he would have reach-
ed on his salary scale had he
not been dismissed.

The question of pension rights
for the period he was under dis-
missal was not settled at the
time of his re-instatement al-
though the Deputy Secretary to
the Treasury at that time under-
took to comsider this favourahly.
Thic moiter stil yemains un-
seitleq although rep:esentations
have heell Made on several occa-
ﬁions by M, Vaikunthavasan,

e a L]
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YO DAI HENG is next to PHILIP GUNAWARDENE

5 ook A F #E B B & FoF B
KOUHSEPEHINA CTOPUHLIIEOB MIIPA CTPAH A3INI I TIIXOTO OKEAHA

THE PEACE CONFERENCE OF THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC REGIONS
LA CONFERENCIA POR LA PAZ DE LOS PAISES DE ASIA Y DEL PACIFICO

Nov,i21st, 1952
Dear Mr. & Mrs. Vaikunthavasan:
It has been more than twenty days since you left Peking. I think you must have
enjoyed your short stay in the Soviet Union a great deal. I can imagine that the
celebration of the great October Revolution, the grand parade of the heroic
Soviet people and their magnificent construction work for communism would

make you wonder with mouth wide open. It must be really a great pleasure for
you to see all these with your own eyes.

I enclose some pictures which were taken on our trip to Tientsin, Shanghai and
Hongchow. As you can see, the technique is not so good, but, I think you would

like to keep them as souvenirs.

Long live the friendship and solidarity between the peoples of Ceylon and
China!

Long live peace!
Sincerely Yours,

Yo Dai Heng

Lottt



MR & MRS VAIKUNTHAVASAN at the
World Peace Conference in Vienna — 1952

EDITOR OF JOURNAL
AT “PEACE” TALKS
MrK. VAUNTHAVASAN v Warrant Issued In

Libel Case

‘& WARRANT was issued against the editor of the
= " _ ‘\People's Voice.” Mr. K.  Vaikunthavasam,
C ON DAILY NE 953 ,‘&“wﬂose\‘trial was fixed for yesterday for alleged libel
' i S 9*  against, the Auditor-General, Mr. Allen Smith.
EDITOR A T o

g P : When the case was ralled be-
P g oL e fore Mr. L. W. de Silva Addition-
‘ T i Y ‘,\,\5’ o ¥ ol . al District Judge, Colombe. Mr.
J ' G [ 3 PR aed 4 Vaikunthavasam was absen! and
' o 8. A was not even  represented by

; [ \ ot 3 Counsel.

IN RS. 10,000

M '

pe 4k i :
e € a2 \ AT PEKING
5 ’ b2 D L
K. Vvaikunthavasan, edi-

Mr. H. A. Wijemanne, Crown
Counsel, who appeared with Mr.
tor of a paper known as “‘People’s ‘N. T. D.  Kanakaratne, Crown
Voice,” was produced yesterday Counsel. for the prosecution,
morning by Sub-inspector (3. stated that accused was reported
Selliah before Mr. M. C. San- to have gone to China to attend
soni, Additional Districl Judge, a. World “Peace” Conference at
Colombo, who allowed him bail
in Rs. 10,000.

Peking. The accused had been
Mr. Vaikunthavasan was in-

served with notice about the
dicted last year in the District

c}iateh ocll’ l(;rial. In the lower Court
1¢ ha een warned to appear. .
Court of Colombo with criminal Dp

defamation arising out of a

Mr. Wijemanre moved that- &
; . warrant be issued against him
statement  published  in the not to be executed in China but
‘l'People‘s Voice’ en -May 30, whean:accused arrives in the Is-
} lan
WARRANT ISSUED Judge: Have you any informa-
On October 6, 1952, when the Uon when this yconferénce will
case wags called. Mr. Vaikun- be over.
thavasan wags absent, and was Mr. Wijemanne told Court that
reported to be not in the TIsland there was no information what-
thereupon a warrant was issued soever when this  conference
for the arrest of Mr. Vaikun-
thavasan,

would be over.
It appears that on Tuesday

.. CASE FOR TRIAL
when Mr. Vaikunthavasan re- Ihe Judge issued a  warrant

T TTTTTTY
AASSIAAARAAARS

TTTTT
Ssisigie e’y

A

turned to the Island he was ar- 5 Ievimable - on ‘__f_sf____T_‘%LNovember and
rested by the Pclice at Ratma- 3 ?;:%% (t{l;g case” Tor trial for the
foud Aepor 1  C.J.T. THAMOTHARAM - i %

He was produced yesterday be-
fore Mr, Sansoni in Chambers.
Mr. 8. Nadesan,, instructed by
Mr. T. Duraisingham appeared
fo- him.

The tria; was fixed tor July 17
nd -20.

In this case Mr. Vaikunthava-
sam is charged with having on
May 30, 1952, published in  the
People's Voice” an alleged lihel
agairst Mr. Allen Smith, the
Auditor-General.
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a prominent Tamil activist— (London)
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N Ceylon, where the
entirety of the influ-
ential Tnglish press
stands almost four-square
behind a ruling party that
1s conservative in outlool,
reactionary in policy
and undemocratic n act-
1on, the need for an inde-
pendent  Inglish  paper,
be it even a weck]y‘, that
will neither slavishly
ditto the fiats of the
(Government nor mechan-
ically ccho the slogans
of its opponents, has been
a need long felt, much dis-
cussed and often tackled
but with little lasting
result. :

That we, In our turn,
have come forward to
meet this need means no
act of financial bravado
or fit of political indigna-
tion on our part, is borne
out by the gathering
momentum of a three-
month campaign which,
as we go to print, claims
1ts strcngth not from a

few thousand-rupee do-
nations but from thou-

sands of people who have
contributed only their
subscriptions to make

possible the emergence of
their voice on a national
scale.

}5 <. RDITORIAL

OURSELVES

Assured, therefore, of
this inexhaustible popu-
lar source of financial
stability and moral sup-
port, we shall go to the
same source for our news,
confident in the belief
that truth is where lifeis
and life 1s where people
are.

Nor need we, in pre-
senting this news, have o
resort to easy shibbdleths
and sensational head-
lines, for life is too com-
plex to be portrayed in
shibboleths . and ‘more
gripping in interest than
any journalistic 1magina-
tion can make 1t.

Then, for views. Iere,
too, we shall not approach
our work with the pre-
conceived notion that the
Government can do no
right. and 1ts opponents
no wrong. I'or, were
we to take such a nar-
row, firm-set focus on
things, we shall have for-
feited:---and rightly too—
any claim to call ourselves
the paper of the people.
Hence, we shall examine
each event, cach issue and
cach policy on its merits
in the larger context of

the country and 1its

people.

To
KANDASAMY
Martyr to the Cause of his Public

Service Colleagues and the People
of Lanka

WE DEDICATE T11IS FIRST ISSUI OF
“PEOPLE’S VOICE” WHICH WILL
CARRY FORWARD THE STRUGGLE
And that our columns
may not depart from thig
principle and become
stuffed and stuffy with
parochial and sectarian
news and views, we call
upon our readers to ex-
press the monsoonal force

of public opinion and
make the paper their own

in a more real and lasting
sense.

Nor shall we confine
ourselves to dealing with
developments in the poli-
tical arena but shall
attempt to cover, as far
as is possible, all import-
ant and progressive
achievements of the day

i the fields of art and
sclence.

To sum up, we shall
voice the demand, des-
cribe the struggle and,
w h ere nccessary and
where possible, guide the
upsurge of the people of
Lanka for an indepen-
dent, democratic, peace-
ful and happy existence
in a world of freedom,
equality, friendship and
progress.
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EX-MINISTER WILL NOT SIT

‘‘ Minorities Given A Place Outside ”’

EX-Minichr Suntheralin

gam who holds such ‘strong views, on the question of

the national flag and who s given expression to; it in his characteristio

fashion, is reported
of Representatives ufider

naike Ilag Committee arc

When, as & rosult of his
absence from tho louse, his
sont will be doclured vacunt, ho
bopos to ro-contest it and fight
it on tho issuo of thoe nutional
flag.

Mr. Suntheralingam iy ap-
posed to the idea of the nation-
al flag being  decided by a
majority voto. Ho  belioves
that any Mg should he roprosen -
tutive of all scctions of the
people. In onc of his letters
to the Princ Minister, ho says:
*““The Union Jack is now tukon
to symbolisc domination of
all Coyloneso. Thoe Sinha
Kodiya might well be made

accepbed.

to appear to tho masses as
symbaolising  the .domination
of somo Ceylonese by othor
Coylonese.”’

Sonator 8. Nudosan, the only.

mombor of the Flag Committes
who did not appond his  sig-
nature to the committeo's ro-
port, explaing in his dissent:
“An the Lion Flag hns bosn used
a8 distinetive flug  unyono

viewing tho design that has -

beon agreed to by tho rest of
tho commitiee cannot be bla-
mod if ho thinks t hat the
minoritios aro given a placo
outside the Lion Flag”.

"My Dear Prime Ministor,

to have: come to tho desision notto sit in.the House
the new flag if ‘the recommendations of the Bandara-

12¢h Docombor, 1947

I continue to receive a large
mumbor of lottors and mosangos
in rogard to the question of the
Ceylon Flag. It scoms dosir-
ablo that carly]stops,be takon
and somo decision reachodfand
implemented bofore the
appointed date—4th Fobruary
1948. :

UNDER NEW FLAG

I need hardly add that the
quedtion is one of sentiment

‘whioh; with or without roason,

affectd the feelings of pooples.

- The unpleasant sight of the
Lion Flag flying half-mast with
the. Union Jack at fop-mast td

‘whioh the Mombor for Kuruno-

gals ‘reforred’ in Parliament
noeds to bo avoided. I would
suggost that the proceduro fol-
lowed
countries in the past may be
followed in evolving o flag that
will evoke in all a truo Coylon-
ose patriotism.

Sgd. C. SUNTHERALINGAM.

by India and ot hews.

o

"

MR. C. SUNTHéHALINGAM

= o T $C e AN AR 2o

MAHARAJ, SIR! WE HAVE STRIP(P)ED THEM!
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KRISHNAN ON RUSSI

\
\

A visitor fiom Ceylon to India who altem;ks to study
the prescnt political situztion is immecictely struck-by-the
almost similar cel-up in both tke couniries.

The Indinn Nutional Congress
i8 not second to the U.N.P.
You and I know what and
what things wo associnte with
the U.N.P. The Congress is the
Indian U.N.L.—only on & much
bigger scale. Just as Mr. So-
nanayake's Govt. throws dust
into the people’s cyes here,
Pandit Ncliru’s Govt. doces the
samo thing in India. The dif-
forencc—wheroas tho Pandit
indulges in fine phrases and

vague generalisations ovir ¢%n-

D.8. is blunt, “actually-as-a
matter-of-fuct’’,

Tho anti-Congress f{eeling in
India is no less, widespread
than the anti-U.N.P. feeling in
Coylon. And just as the
anti-U, N. P, forces are
not united in Ceylon, the anti-
Congress forees are not united
in Indin. Ilenco tho successes
of the Congreas in tho preseot
elections.

During the course of my
two-wecks visit to India [ in-
terviowed a number of political
loaders, trade unionists, jour-
nalists, suthors, Peace Move-
ment leadersand common peo-
ple from various walks of life.
M st of them were dcfinitely
for at least some sort of un
derstanding among tho various
wherever

partics

opposition

cleatoral alliunce was not pos-
siblo.

A good number of them de-
plored  tho attitude of the
Socialist Party for refusing to
come to an oloctoral under-
standing with all the other
opposition parties.

They all condemued Mr. Jai
Prakssh Nardin’s statoment

et 70
=A™

A&

)
4
)
)
)
)
)
4
)
)
4
4
)
)
)
)

Mr. Krishnan:

Admiration for Russia

a special numbei:of the:People’s
Voice would be puhlished: on
Saturday; 19th January,
mark thefirst- anniversary of
the paper.

on 19th January 1951.

Peoplé’s Voice
Anniversary Number

We are glad:to-announce that

to

The first issue was. published

KARANJIA ON CHINA

India

that tho people should vote for
the Congress if the contest was
botween & Congressman and a
Communist.

The only person who did not
condomn this statement of the
Socinlist lcadler was Me, 8,C.C.
Anthonipillai, President of the
Madrus Labour Union and a
prominent member of the Bol-
shevik Leninist Party of India
(BLPI) which, Mr. Anthoni-
pillai told mo, bae now com-
plesely merged with the Indian
Sociulist Party. When I asked

ir. Pillai what he thought of
ir. Narain’s statement, Mr.
Pillai said that tho statement
wns tho porsonal opinion of
Mr. Narain and that the Socia-

Sir P. RAMANATHAN's biographer (2 vols) M VYTHILINGAM BA.
(Formerly Principal Hindu College, Chavakacheri)
Also a supporter of political link-up with India

Today

list Partywas not rcspousible
forit. To the question why
no offorts were made by tbe
Socialists tq come to an agree-
ment with the Communists,
Mr. Authonipillai eaid that the
Com'muaists are not for tho
abolition of onpitalism| How
Dr. Ambedkar’s  Sohedulos
Custe Federation with whom
the Socialists have como to an
agreement stunds for the abo-
lition of onpitalism, only Dr.
Awbedkar's American frionds
and the Socialists ocan koow.
Incidentally it would be inte-
resting to note that it is to

by K. Vaikunthavasan

holp this Mr. Authonipillai in
itin ciection that Dr. N M.
Perera and Mr. Robort Guua-
wardune are oxpeoted to go to
Madras.

Tho other Socinlist Party
BLPI leader whom I met in
Madras was Mr. Hector Abey-
wardene, joint Secrotary of the
Madras Socialist Party,

Comedinns N. 8. Krishnan &
T. A. Mathuram whom I intor-
viowed on their exporionces in
Russia confirmed tho publisbed
accounts of thoir sposches on
roturn  to India, Krishnan
said there was no poverty, no
unemploymout. Ho found the
fulleat personal freedom in
Russia. The minimum salary
for any person in Russia is Ra,
600/-. Russians produce al-
moat all the things they need

Blitz Editor Mz, Karanjia:

Friendship with China.

in Ruesia itsell milike in India,
They were there for nearly two
months aud saw many aspocts
of Russinn life.

Mr. R. K. Karanjia, BLinz
liditor, whom 1 interviewed in
Bombay on his oxperionces in
China more or lyss repoated tho
good thiugs that Krislinan'said
about Russia. Mr, Karanjia
said that it is not the Commu-
nist Party alone that is run-
ning the present Chinese Govt.
Thero are: as many, as six ,par-

ties which are in the ‘Govt. He
omphasised that firm friendship-
with China was the groatest
noed of India today.
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PEOPLE’S VOICE

EDITORIAL

OUR FIRST YEAR

With this issue, ‘People’s Voice’ completes its
first year and begins its second.

Though conscious of our shortcomings, we feel
confident that we can clain to have justified our
existence.

When we began publication, the Press in the
English language was a monopoly of the U.N.P. We
were able to break through that rigid monopoly and
provide a forum through which the news of the Op-
position could be made known.

The treachery and crimes of the U.N.¢., which
hitherto had been suppressed by the daily Press,
were brought to light by us.  We answered the base-
less charges that the U.N.P. and the Pantham Press
threw against the Opposition.

We have continnously campaigned for the unity
of the left movement and the unity of all Opposition
forces to the greatest extent possible.

19 JANUARY 1952

We thank ‘our readers, subscribers, contributors,
advertisers and those who have generously given
donations to our P. V. TFund. Their assistance
and encouragement have been invaluable.

In the coming year, we shall cendeavour to pro-
vide a brighter and better paper which will make its
contribution to the defeat of the U.N.P.

We ask our readers to help us todo so by en-
rolling more subscribers, getting new readers and
donating generously towards our Fighting IMund.

It 15 nu easy matter to keop such a paper as
ours going.  We have neither big capital nor heavy
advertising to back us.  Our biggest capital is the
gnlwl\\?ill of the peopie whom we serve.  We are con-
fetevL fhat they will help us to fight for them., |

N. S. KRISHNAN’S
MESSAGE

Kalaivanar Nagaichuvat Arasu N. 8. Krishnan
greets us as follows on the occasion of our Anniversary:

The Greek Tragedies moulded ment'—1I should not hesitate
the Character of the Public and 4 moment to prefer the latter.
the general Will of the Peaple.

Mr. N. 8. Erishnan

In comparison, we have only
the newspapers. Woere it left
to me to decide whether we
should have a ‘Government
without Newspapers’ or ‘News-
papers  without a Govern-

1 wish that ‘“‘People’s Voice’
must bo the ‘‘Chosen Guar-
dian of Freedom'’ the ‘‘Strong
sword-arm of Justice’’ and the
“Bright Sunbeam of Truth”.
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THE ILANGARATNES
GREET P.V.

¢ ke
Mr T.B. ILANGARATNE

B et

Mrs ILANGARATNE

In a joint message, Mr. ' B Llanyaratne, former
President of the G.C.S.U. & Mrs. Hangaraine, M. I,
{Kandy) yreet us as follows: -

“Ploase accopt our hearty &
sincery greotings on your first
apniversary celebrations. Know-
ing a8 we do the handicaps
with which you are placed. your
valiant fight against ol re-
action, nepotism and corrup:ion
in potitical and adminissrative
circles is most admirable. Your

invaluablo  contribution  to-
wards bringing all progressive
forces togethor to dofoas rewc—
tion will not fail to heur fruit,
It is with the greatest sincerity
and hope that we wish you

19

THE CEYLON OBSERVER

WEDNESDAY MARCH 20, 1957

MRS. MARESWARI
THAVASAN gave a
cital at the reception held in

VAIKUN-
veena re-

honour of the Chinese Trade
Union delegation by the
Ceylon-China Friendship Asso-

ciation at the Red Cross
Soclety hall on Wednesday,
13th March. Mrs. Theja

Goonewardene presided.
(Photograph by: P." KUMAR)

day

many happy returns of ‘the

25 APRIL 1952

PEOPLE'S CANDIDATES

(19) - K. VAIKUNTHAVASAN - Jaffna

We refrain from commenting
on the candidature of People’s
Candidate No. 19 for -obvious
reasons, However we reproduce
bereunder extracts from a
speech delivered by Mrs.
Tamara Jlangaratue, delivered
in Juflna last Sunday in support
of the candidature of Mr.
Vaikunthavasan. -

“I have coms here tn sup-
port the candidature of Mr.
Vaikuothavasan. I am sure
most of you know him just, as
I do. But I can claim to know
his life a little more than you.
Very seldom do we come across

people in Ceylon wha do
public service at such
cost.

As you are aware Mr,
Vaikunthavasan is the

Editor of ‘People’s
Voice™ which is the only
paper in the English
language to expose the
reaction and corruption
in the U. N. P. Govern-
ment. The People’s Voica
consistently fights on for
the rights of the public
servants. The People’s

Voice fights for the needs of
the common wan. The People's
Voice fighta for Socialisam. The
People’s Voice fights for demo-
cracy. And Mr. Vaikuntha-
vasan is the Editor of People’s
Voice.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan has
madse great sacrifices. Ilis poli-
tical and personal integrity is
above question. In the name
of everything just I call upon
you to vote for Mr. Vaikuntha-
vasan. In the name of future
generations I call upon you to
vote for Mr. Vaikunthavasan.
And in the name of martyr Ean-
dasamy I ask you to vote for Mr,
Vaikunthavasan.
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Mr. Justice Nagelingam’s

Dissenting Judgment
Contempt Case

FINE of Rs. 250, in default
gix weeks rigorous impri-
sonment, was imposed on Mr.
K. Vaikunthavesan, IEditor,
Printer, Publisher of ‘Peoplo’s
Voice’ by Mr. Justice Nagalin-
gam who delivered the order
of the Court on Wednesday,
1uth inst.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan appea-
red before a Divisional bench
of the Supreme Court consis-
ting of Mr Justico Nagalingam,
Mr. Justice Basnayake, and
Mr. Justice Gunasekera on a
rule issued against him at the
instance of the Attorney-Geune-
ral to show cause as to why he
should not be punished for con-
tempt of Court.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan, it was
submitted, published in the
issue of April 20, 1951, an
articloentitled “Threat to mur-
der Leftist leader—Hakmana
Police ruu riot,” the printing
and publishing of which article
was calculated to prejudico
the fair hearing of a Matara
Maugistrate’s Court case before
the Supreme Court.

Mr. Justice Nagalingam, in
the course of his dissenting
judgment, expressed the opi-
nion that the rule should be
made absolute and no further
punishment be inflicted.

But Mr. Justice Basnayake,
with whose judgment Mr.
Justice Gunesekera concurred,
stated in the course of his
judgement that a fino of Ra.
250/- should be imposed.

...................................................................
....................................................................................................................

11 MAY 1951

To The Immortal Memory of
J. R.JAYAWARDENE!

ICKY J is now O. K.,
He’s Ceylon’s Finance Minister
He flies to London and Washington
But, of course, there’s nothing sinister!

Our Sterling balances are gone,

And now we face starvation,

For Dicky buys, at thrice the price,
The TFlour to feed the nation!!

Now Dicky he’s a fine fellow

He swanks in Ward Place end,
If in complexion slightly yellow,
He’s still the poor man’s friend!!

Of Finance, Dicky knows so little
And of Buddhism still less

But for finance Dicky cares a tittle,
And Buddhism, you guess!

So the Aussies charge three times for flour
And freight jumps by a quarter

Textiles rise from hour to hour

And the peasant goes back to barter

Petrol’s up four times its price
In hardly meore than ten years
And gas, whoope ! is up a rupee
So for Dicky's Lanka, three cheers!

The travellers wecp and the busmen reap
In Millionaire Dicky’s Lanka!

No foreigners, Sirs, were such a curse,
Sitting under a punkah!

But Dicky knows the game is up

And the Hoax of the Six Year Plan
Just a childish trick of the Family clique
For a second five year span!
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“Admirab

Introduction”

---Prof Bernal rrs

Prof. J. D. Bernal, F.R. S, one of the world
famous scientists, n his foreword to the book, ¢ Three
Months in New China and Soviet Union” by K.

Vaikunthavasan

commends
wntroduction Lo the subject.

i as an abmirable

T'he following vs his foreword:

Tho writer of this hook has
bean & vory fortunate porson.
Ho has seen in three months
more than most poople in the
world, including myself, have
seen in thier whole lives.
To seo China, and the Soviet
Union, to take port in two
peace congreases, all at a deci-
sive periad in world history.
was cortainly a groat experi-
ence. But the value eof the
exporience deponds on the qu-
ality of uadorstending and
purpess ol thoss to whom it
comes.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan has seen
more cloarly and conveyed be:
tter the meaning of what he
has scen than many more ex-
pericnoed travellers. He knows
that it was not for bim alone
or for the delegation from Cey-
len that the journey was un-
dertakon but for the whole
people of Ceylon who should

sec and experienco with them.
And tho lessons are clear eno-
ugh. First and foremost, thoso
visits and the congroesses them-
selves bave demonstrated that
tho pooples of China and the
Soviet Union desire nothing
morv ardently than poace in
which they can devote thom-
solves to tho building up of
their ceuntries and the trans-
formation of pature and huma.
nity to give an unlimitedly
better life for all.

The socond losson for whioh
Mr. Vaikunthavasao bas gath-
ored invaluable information
and first-hand impressions, ia
tho capacity of tha peoples to
achiove this. Experienco has
shown that any poople, howov-
er poor snd oppressed, once
thoy have shaken off the yoke
of imperialism, politically, eco-
nomically and in ideas, can
with their own efforts build

for themeolves such a oivilisa
tion. That lesson ia worth ten
Colombo Plans,

The last losson which Mr.
Vaikunthavasan drew, from
bis expetienco in Georgia, and
which has a particular refere-
noe to Ceylon, is that a small
country can, in alliance with
other socialist countrios, prese-
rvo and develop ita own oha-
ractoristio lifo and oculiure and
make its own special contribu-
tion to a common civilisation.
I was particularly atruck with
the descriptions of the tea pla-
ntations in Georgia and the
lifo of the colloctive farmers.
I remombeor vividly the contra-
st botwoen the beauty and lux-
ury of the planters’ bungalows
and the baro misery ef the tea
pickers’ lines in tho hills of
Ceylon. T thought of what cou-
Id be in that most lovely oco-
untry if its grest rosources
could be used by its people for
its poople. I am sure that day
is not too far away, but beforo
it comes it bohoves those who
caro for their country to study
the lossons that can be learn-

‘od from the experiences of oth-

ors, -and for that this book
offers an admirable introduc-
tion.
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| frills, and with much effect.

Welcome in Ceylon
as well as in India

Prof:  Iliren  Mukherjee,
acling Leader of the O pposition
in the Indian Parliament reviews
ths book thus:

“I bave road with inuch
interest Mr. K. Vaikuntbavas-
an’s book on “Throo montbs in
Now China & the Soviet Union.”
Ho writes simply, without

As a Coylon dologate, Mr.
Vaikunthavasan attonded tho
poace conforencos ut Poking
and Vienna ; his skotch of their
procondings i not  the least
valuallc part of the book. llis
deecription of Noviet Gleorgia
and of the lifo of collostive
farmers in tex plintations
there is among Lhe beat things
fn tho book. Tam sure iv will
receive o wide welcome in

Orremmerrrr w7 T P,

Lﬂ% vae welll ao v
$ndins o

“An Excellent Book”

HARINDRANATH CHATTOPADHYAYA M.P.

The following is the review of ‘the book by
Mr. Harindranath Chattopadhyaya, the famous Indnan
poet and member of the Indian Parliament:

¢“THRLEE months in Now

China and Soviot Union”
is an excellent littlo book com-
prising a great doal of imform-
ation with regard Lo two of she
most outstanding and signific-
ant countrics of today. Itis
as if tho author is out to take
us with him on his awift tour
revealing to us an itinerary of
soma of the urgent and striking

points both of place and achio-
vemeont across these two vast
countries; ono of which has
already gone bayond tho stago
of mere experimentation, the
other which is faverishly trans-
formmg oxperiments into evor
waxing achievemonts.  Tho
style of this book urges some-
what of that ofa diary—which
has its own value—it enables

tho roader to run from page to
pnge, - assimilating. details of
tho travel, as woll a8 gotting a
sort of kaloidoscopic bird’s
oye viow —shifting rapidly
from one pattern to anothor,
not in accidontal but well-
formulated arrangomeat,

This little book might waell
sorvo a8 & guide for the roader
who may be anxious to got to
koow the improssions of a
dclogato from Ceylon who has
had  the wunique and rare
opportunity of visiting in oune
sweop, the two great countries
which are dostined more and
moro to lead human thought
and life towards new, ever-
widening horizons.”
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Boston, June 1982

With MARY ROWE and SRITHARAN

The Ceylon delegation being received at
the Peking Railway Station — 1952

PEOPLE’S VOICE

22 May 1953

Ceylon Diplomat’s
Tribute to China

The following extract from the book ‘* Three months
¢n New China & Soviel Union’ dealing with the
Ceylon diplomat, Mr. Susantha de Fonscka, 43 savd
to have engaged the s fccial allention of the Prime

Minsster who scrulinise
release.

Next morning at Lthe airport

I was thrilled ot the very
fricndly convoersativa that wag
going on betweon the Coylon
Governmont Envoy Extraordi-
nary aud Plenipotontiary to
Burma, Susantha do Fousoka,
and the Chinese Ambassador at
Rangoon. I was greatly impre-
ssed by the charming persona-
lity of the Chinese Ambussador

the book before ordering <ts

who is, I think, oaly about
thirty yoars old, if not youngor,

Of courso, I knew that the
Coylon linvoy was going with
us to China to participate in
tho rico talks. rwal lad in-
deod whon he came and ocou-
piod thbe seat in the plane just
ogpoait.e to mine, for I welcoms
ed the opportunity to talk to
him about Burma, China and
abovo all, rico. Ho was formor-
ly Deputy Speaker of the-Ce-
ylon State Council. At that
time I bad met him in my ca.
pacity as a trado union official
of tho Goverument Clorical Se-
rvicn Union, ¥o laughod+ hoar.
tily whon I told him  that wo
oursolves woro on our way to
China a8 delogates from Coylon
in connection with tho pesco
mission which wae closoly co-
nnocted with his own rico.~We
talked ou a number of things
ranging from China o rico
but cspecially on Chineso rigo.
Ho was coufident of the final
successful outcomo of tho rico
tulks in Peking, although he
sooinod Lo anticipate atifl opp-
osition from ocortain (uartors,
bath among tho politioians and
in tho ranks of tho top oeivil
servants, Ho paid glowing tri-
butos to the Ohincso peoplo
who, within a shert peried of
throo yoars, had boen ablo to
transform their ontire socixl
syatem and coonomy and wore
in a position to export surplus
tice in lurge uuantitics,
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tes Conference Kuala Lumpbr 1 975

With the Malaysian Prime Minister, Commonwealt Magistra
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NEW

TIMES

PUBLISHED |

IN RUSSIAN, ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN,

SPANISH, POLISH, CZECH, RUMANIAN AND
SWEDISH LANGUAGE EDITIONS

A WEEKLY JOl‘JRNA&%‘L

WORLD
EVENTS

9.5 April 1953

same period last ycas.

France Presse report: Tamil
K. Vaikunthavasan, editor of the
Ceylon English-language newspa-
per People’s Voice, is arrested on
his return to Ceylon from a visit to
the Soviet Union.

.ve

12, Kalashny Pereulok, Arbat, Moscow, U.S.S.R. Editor: V. BERERIN

THREE MONTHS IN CHINA
AND THE SOVIET UNION

By K. Vaitkunthavasan. With a
foreword by Prof J. D. Bernal.
F.R.S. 160 pp. plus 24 pp. illus-
trations. Rs. 2}-

The author of this book was a
Ceylon Government clerk for near-
ly ten years and was for two yeurs
secretary of the Ceyion Govern-
ment Clerical Service Union.
He attended the Asian and
Pacific Peace Conference in Peking
as a delegate and was also a de'e-
gate to the Congress of the Peoples
for Peace held in Vienna in Decem-
ber, 1952. Between the two meet-
ings Mr. Vaikunthavasan spent 35
days in the Soviet Union. This book
is an account of both the peace
congresses and extended tours of
China and the Soviet Union.

VPrioted by Jayant Bhatt at the New Age Printing Press, 190-B, Khetwad! Main Road, Bombay 4, and published by him for People™
Publishing House, Ltd, 190-B, Khetwadi Main Road. Bombay 4.
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arrested || MARXISTS
at THE TUNE...

airport

IR. K. . VAIKUNTHA-
VASAN, Editor of
the “People’s Voice,” was
arrested at Ratmalana
Airport yesterday when
he returned to Ceylon by
Air India plane after
visiting China and Soviet

Russia,

The arrest was on & warrant
issved by the District Court of
C.rombo,

As Mr. Vaikunthavasam was
walking to the terminal after the
plane touched down at 4.0{; p.m,
Sub-Inspector George Selliah of
the C.I.D. arrested him and took
his passport.

Saw Stalin
From the airport he was taken
to the Mt. Lavinia police gtation
where he was _ kept in custody.
: . He was pro-
‘duceq in cham-.
bers this morn.

ing before Mr,
M. C. Sansoni,
Additional Dis-
}  trict Judge.

- Colombo, - and
released on cer-
tified  bail in
Rs. 10,000 and
trial wag fix-

| ed for July
Mr. K. Vai-  17th, ang 20th,
kunthavasam, Mr. Vaikun-
thavasan. ‘s charged with crimi.
nal defamation arising out of a
statement published in the
“People’s Voice,” un May 30th.

On October 6ih. 1952, when the
case was called, Mr, = Vaikuntiwa-
vasan was not present im court
and was reported to have left
Ceylon. A warrant was issued
tor h's arvest.

Mr. S Nadesan, instructeq by
AMr. T. Duraisingrim, appearcd
for Mr, Vaikunthavasan.

Wai'e in  custody, Mr, Vai-
tynthavasam told a “Times of
Cevior” reporter that he saw
Stalin, Molotov, Malenkov and
th= other Soviet leadcrs on Nov-
ember Tth during the parade in
:lie Rad Square to mark the 35th
annivirsary of the Bolshevik Re-
velution,

In China. Mr, Vaikuntfiavasam
net Mag Ts2-Tung, Chou En-pax
ingd other Chinese Communist
eaders.

In Vienna, Mr Vaizunthavasam
xas one of .he Ceylcn delégates
1t a Communist-sv nacred confer-
nce nn social secur:ty,

Vaikunthavasan

ADE Unionist K. Vaikuntha-

vasan claims in connection
with this column’s comments
this week relating to “left poli-
tics in the GCSU" that the re-
ferences to him were “incorrect
tendentious and mischievous™

He .adds in his letter to the

“Dally News”: “As reported in
your paper of the same date
(20.6.60), 1 have withdrawn my
candidature for_the Po‘st of Pre-
sident, GCSU, I ghall thank you
to publish this contradiction as
soon as possible.”

How incorrect indeed! Scribe sug-
gested that an interested lefg
Eartv was trying to force Vai-

unthavasan out of the election
for the office of President at this
week-end's G.C.8.U. annual
conference. Mr, Vaikunthava-
san has now withdrawn his can-
didature, There are many who
would like to know  precisely

why.

It is also very strange how the
“Forward”, the Communist
Party’s official journal, of June
3. came to record thz fact that
“among thoge contesting for the
post cf President this time s
the veteran trade unjonist of the
public service The “Forward”
named the veteran but there was
no mention. of the other three
candidates for the same post,
not even  Mr. Vaikunthavasan
who in his book “Three months
in China and Soviet Union” pub
lished by the People’s Press,
Maradana, was bubbling over
with praise for the Chinsse and
Soviet way of life. In the same
book commenting on Mr, Philip
Gunewardena's visit to the So-
viet Union Mr, Vaikunthavasan
says "I recaiied the leader which
I wrote in Peoples Voice acclaim-
ing the United Front Agreement
reachzd between his (Mr. Gune-
wardena's) party and the Cey-
lon Communist Party, in 1951,
as the fulfilment of the common
man’s desire. I concluded by ex-
pressing our determination to
widen and develop the united
front already achieved into a
powerful mass movement”,

The same book carries this tribute
from Mr. Vaikunthavasan: *I
take this opportunity to salute
and greet Stalin and pay my
humble tributes for hig epoch-
making contributions towards
the progress and happiness of
mankind. Marx. Engels, Lenin
and Stalin are the four makers
of the new world civilisation to-
wards which humanity is march-
ing with hope and confidence”.

There is more in this than merts
the eye. Perhaps Mr. Vaikuntna-
vasan will te!l us after the an-
nual conference.

CEYLON DAILY NEWS|

24.1.66

Nehruquits CP
—and tellswhy

(By & “Daily News” reporter)

A leading member of the
Ceylon Communist Party (Mos-
cow Wing), Mr, C. Motilal
Nehru, has resigned from the
Party. Nearly 3000 supporters
of the Party in three electorates
in the Northern Province—Kan-
kesanturai, Uduplddy and Point
Pedro—have sever all connec-
tions and affiliations with the
CP (Moscow Wing),

Last week another prominent
member of the Communist
Party, Mr, K. Vaikunthavasam,
resigned his membership in pro-
test at the party’s - communal

e

Mr. Nehru contested the Point
Pedro seat at the last general
election as a candidate of the
Communist Party, while Mr.
Vaikunthavasam contested the
Kankesanturai. seat ‘on the same
ticket,

Mr, Nehru told the “Dally
News”: “People in the North
believed that the left parties
would support any satisfactory
solution to  this -vexed problem
of language, But the recent
actions of the left parties clearly
indicate that they have com-
pletely aligned themselves with
the communal line adopted by
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party,

“The LSSP and the CP to-
gether obtained over twenty
thousand votes in  Northern
Province electorates at the last
elections. But they have shown
no regard to the Tamils nor con-
cern for any of the problems of
the minorities. In these cir-
cumstances it is not possible for
any member of the minority
communities to remain in  the
Communist Party or any other
Marxist Party”, he said.




VODKA

AND

DANCING W AITRESSES

From Our Political Correspondent

VEN some of the UN.P.
stalwarts would smack
their lips reading of the fun
and frolics enjoyed by a set of
Ceylonese admirers of Stalin-
ism at a farewell party given
them in Moscow:

“A farewell party, which
started at about 10 p.m. on
December 7 went on till 4 a.m.
Our friends and hosts who
had been looking after us so

well were all there—Zuzin,
Zakharov, Chernov, Tere-
chenko. ...

‘Vodka was flowing that
night. After the dinner there
was dancing in which the
waitresses also joined. Danc-
ing continued till ¢ in the
morning. As we had to be a$
the Moscow airport by about
6, we thanked the waitresses
for their love and kindness and
sald goodbye to them....”

The above passage is found in

a propaganda booklet prepared
by Mr. K. Vaikunthavasan ‘who
once edited a newsheet labelled
“People’s Voice” which was de-
nounced by the N.L.S.SP. joure
nal as a Stalinist paper. Mr.
Vaikunthavasan was one of the
delegates to the Asian and
Paclfic Peace Conference held
by the Communists at Peking in
October. 1962. The author men-
tions the delegation: Rev. Nara~
wila Dhammaratana, 8. D. Ban-
daranaike (8ri Lanka PFreedom
Party), N. Sanmugathasan (Com-
munist Party), D. P, R. Guna-
wardens and C. Hikkeduwage
(VL.S8P.), Edmund Samarak-
kody and Dr. Hector Fernando
(NLSS8P.), H G. 8 Ratna-
weera (Oommunist Party) and
Mr, and Mrs, Valkunthavasan.
From Peking some of them
moved on to Moscow where they
had the vodka and dancing fare-
well party..

It is interesting to note that
this propaganda document 1

dedicated to “Those forces that
brought ahout the recent Ceylon-
China- Trade Agreement.”

At the Moscow farewell party
the former Father of Trotskyism
in Ceylon had done & neat job
praising Stalinism, Here is what
Mr. Vaikunthavasan writes glow-
ingly:

“Philip made a most spirited
speech. No one, I think, who
had visited the Soviet Union
could have made s more con-
vincing speech. He paid hand-
some tributes to the Qovern-
ment for the remarkable man-
ner in which it had improved
the conditions of the ordinary
workers. He enumerated his
experiences and expressed his
firm conviction that the Soviet
people were against war; that
they were passionately working
for world peace. Referring to
ronditions in OCeylon, he said
that the progressive forces

were gaining ground and de-
clared that before long Ceylon
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would have & Peoples Govern-
ment."”

Qood old Trotsky must have
been turning in his grave all
this while.

In Communist China tos the
Ceylanese delegates had been
sumptuously wined and dined.
At one of these bangueis pre-
sided over by Mao Tse-tung him-
self, Mr. Valkunthavesan has al-
most had an emotions] erisis:

“After some time I managea
to leave my place and go near
Chairman Meao. I looked at
his face and felt greatly in-
spired and overjoyed. Chou
En-lal came up to each table
and proposed s toast. When
he passed me, Ratnaweera and
I followed him from table to
table, listening to his toasts
and drinking, It looked as if
we were covering him!....”
Well, with vodka and daneing

waitresses who would not like to
go to Moscow?

With PHILIP GUNAWARDENE, N SANMUGATHASAN & S D BANDARANAIKE MP, Moscow, 1952




THE RETURN OF THE
SACKED MEN

) E. GLADSTONE AMA- | garlanded by Mr. 0. W.

RASEKERA, dismissed [ Chickera. president of the
president of the All-Isiand | Customs Officers’ Union.
Confercuce - of Public Ser- ¢ when Mr, Amarasekera re-

vice Trade  Unions. being - !

sunied duties this morning.

Personal invitations to Mr & Mrs VAIKUNTHAVASAN
for the Moscow Celebrations

Mr. Vaikunthavasan was dis-
missed in August, 1950, when

\'Rl K. VAIKUNTHAVA- |
1 | he was gemeral  secretary of
i
|
|

SAN  (left). another
dismissed trode umonist, be-
ing grested by a friend at the
Peiro!  Control Department
where pe resumed duties today.

the GCSU, and First Secre-
tary of the l-Island Cont-
ferencé of  Public  Servie
Trade Unions.

On the occasion of the unveiling of
LORD MacMILLAN’S portrait by PRINCE CHARLES
MacMILLAN himself was present (1985)
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o Point of view

By K. Vaikunthavasan

Is Krishna Menon a

n'gh t-wing commu

D‘[R. V. K. KRISHNA
VL MENON'S otherwise bril-
liant and scintillating
speeches made at Colombo
during the past few days
have left a number of us con-
fused on one very important
maftter.

His answers to specific ques-
tions have made us only more
confounded.

The halo built round him
es the indomitable fighter
(with London as . his Heade
quarters) for Indian Inde-
pendence, from within the
enemy camp itself, the subtle
display of his encyclopaedic
knowied and  experience

ined through years of his

tellectual - ‘domination at
the United Nations General
Assembly debates, have made
some of us gullible enough
to accept uncritically the
arguments he puts forward.

' When public issues are in-
volved, no one should with-
hold criticism on the ground
that it might cause embarass-
ment to certain persons.

His answer

To my #&pecific question at
the end of his address on
“Problems of Asia today”, de-
livered by Mr. Menon at the
meeting of the Afro-Aslan
Solidarity Assoclation, . held
at the Co-operative Federa-
tion Hall, Kollupltiva, on
Septemher 10 as to why the
USSR. did not. go to
the aid of the Arabs when
they were attacked by Israel
this vear, he answered that
Russia wanted to avaid a
Third World War.

He went further and picked
up the legal position that
there was no commitment or
treaty of any kind obliging
Russia to help the Arabs.

Soviet declaration

Even if there were no legal
commitments under Interna-
tional Law, how about Russia
claiming to be an  Asian
Country, standing for Afro-
Asian Solidarity. and still not
he!pln% members of  Afro-
Asia? But the fact is that the
Soviet Union on 25567 {.e.
ten dayvs pefore the Israel ag-
gression against the Arabs,
declared that any attack on
the Arab World would meet
Wwith Soviet rebufl. But when
the aggression did come Rus-
sla did nothing. And Mr. Me-
non justifieg it!

Nonsense

No one requires to he re-
minded of the horrors of an
Atomic War. But in the course
of his speech on Septem-
ber 10: Mr. Menon unduly ex-
ageerated the dangers and
frightened the audience how
within minutes of the Atom
Bomb being drooped by the

Americans on Hiroshima and
Nagzasaki, nearly half the po-
pulation in these two Japa-
nese cities were wiped out in
the last world war. But suve-
iy Mr. Menon knows that the
casualties were so high be-
cause the Japanese had no
defence plans against atomio
attack as it was the first time.
It is nonsense to say that
there ik no defence against A’
Bombs. The Chinese  Scien-
tists have found defence de-
vices to reduce destruction.

If the numhers of the dead
in this atomic bombing were
to frighten us, then what
about the millions of lives des-
troyed by Hitler and Muso-
lini in the same world war
before the first Atom Bomb
was used?

Ag against the numbers
who perished in wars, if a
count is taken of the numbers
who undergo slow death due
to starvation. malnutrition,
Jack of adequate health facili-
ties In capitalist countries,
then indeed the figure of the
dead would be immensely
more.

Clean bombs!

The only difference is
whereas in an atomic  war
thousands die simultaneously,
ai other times many more
thousands die, but at inter-
vals.

In the atomic armaments
race, when Russia announc-
ed that she tco had improved
her atomic bomb. an Ameri-
can leader is reported o have
commented. “But our Bombs
are clean ones” Khrushchev
retorted, "What does it mat-
ter whether you are killed by
& clean homb or one which is
mot so clean?™.

Likewise what does it mat-
ter whether you are Kkilled by
starvation or by an  Atom

Bomb? Millions in India and
other countries are dying of
starvation and famine espe-
cially, in parts of Bihar in
India. where. for  several
months, - districts much big-
ger than Ceylon, have heen
officially declared as famine
areas.

There wiil be no peace in
the Middie East until Pales-
tine .is liberated and handed
back in Toto to the Palestine
Arabs. the rightful owners of
that country.

nist?
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. Point of view

Caste war in Jaffna

IN the present “war” against the caste systen

still persisting in North Ceylon, the questior
is not who are behind the struggle for Social
Justice but who are opposed to it. And why they
are opposing it, except in name.

The simple truth is that no
Tamil leader will dare to
Justify the continuance of the
monstrous caste discrimina~
tion still prevailing among the
Jaffna Tamils,

On _the other hand, the
Tamil party leaders, afraid
of the “high caste” Tamiis to
whom they largely owe thelr
present position, merely paid
lip-service to the removal of
socla] disability.

But realising that mere lip-

glon never approved of cast(

discrimination,

With the coming into forc
of the Prevention of Socia
Disabilities Act, public opim:
on forced a few Hindu Tem
DPles in Jaffna to be openec
to all Hindus. The hope thal
others too would follow thi
lead did not materialise anc
now we find that this caste
discrimiration has resulted ir
‘Cnen War’,

By K. Vaikunthavasan

service and soft words will not
solve the age old problem,
the first Bandaranaike Go-
vernment went into action
and placed the Prevention of
Social Disabilities Act in the
statute Book in 1957 .
Prosecutions for open viola-
tions of the Act were dalaved
tor ten long years. It was
only this year that the first
prosecutions were—~ launched.

Offence

In the Point Pedro Magis-
trate's Courts, two “Braha«
min” priests were . charged
with the offence of prevone
ting a person belonging to the
*palla” coste, “from entering

and worshipping at the Selva
Sannathy Tennle at Tio ds-
mannar, in Jafira, a~d thus
impuse &  special Aigability

.and thereby committed an

offence  punishable  under
Section 2 read with Section 3
(b) of the Preventon of So-
ﬁ)asl’l Disabilities Act No. 21 of

‘The accused were convicted
and fined Rs, 100/- in default
one month’s rigorous impri-
sonment,

It is tragic that the ecaste

- system ghould persist in this
age among the Tamil people
whose true culture and reli-

In the wake of the reform
moverent in India led by the
Indian National Congress and
K Mahathma Gandhi,
the Jaffna Youth Congress
led by Mr. Handy Perinnana-
Yacoam, tre iate M. Ba'nsun-
deram. MP. arqg others
launched an agitation in Jafe-
na arcund the 1939 for the
removal of the casie sustewm,

Since the efforts by the
Youth Congress, the present
strugzle In Jaffng is the first
timé that a determined and
bold struggle is taking place
by those oppressed people for
elementary .human rights,
It does not help the cause to
sidetrack the issue by stating
that ‘'same interested political
Eg.rw behind it. Naturally

ose who stand for - Social
qul'xt?.lity will lend them sup-
DO

Depressed

Instead of alleging that the
so-calleqd depressed class peo-
ple .are being misled by the
communists, the sghnple and
obvious course for- ail decent
and right-thinking people is
to ensure that gll the temples
and tea boutiques gre opened
peacefully before it 15 too late.



30

The Malay Mail, Tuesday, August 12, 1975

SERVING ZAMBIA A |
‘NEW EXPERIENCE’

‘ KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. and renswed it last population of four-and-
i — Mr. K. Vaikuntha- year for another three a-half million people.
vasan, 54, gave up his  years. Zambia has 80 magi-

10-year-cld law practice wfr Vaikunthavasan said strates and 11 judges
in Srl Lanka In 1971 "he has not had a mo- and is developing very
gg{’ntﬁcg‘gtg‘: a,anSer?ig; x&nentl’ls regrgt since %t;e rapidly.

5 ay he made up his pp  vajkunthavasan said
gg!s;il?)f: t“sgd ?gclﬁﬁﬂ%tiaiﬁ mind fo go, to Afriea. in the words of Lord
new experience and see He is here for the Com- Denning, Master of
a new part of the world mcnwealth magistrates Rolls, of England,
that is developing conference which start- Africa is no longer a
rapidly.” i ed yesterday. sleeping giant. It has

, i awakened and will play
HeK;ssat:a' t?::‘ gé;gﬁgei OI} a very significant role
the biggest province of in world affairs.

Zambia —Northern Pro- He said Zambia which got
vince—which has a its independence in

He accepted the appoint-
1 ment by the Judicial
i Service Ccmmissicn cf

MR, VAIRUNTHAVASAN Zambia for .three years

INDIA WEEK 20 Feb 1987

(India Abroad |

UK urged to adopt ‘more
liberal policy’ on Lanka
Tamils

At a largely attended public meeting held
last Saturday at St Augustine’s Church
Hall, Tooting, a strong plea was made to
the British Government to adopt ‘‘a more
liberal policy’’ with regard to the problems
of the Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka. Mr
S D Balarajah presided.

The meeting was held under the auspices
of the South London Tamil Welfare
Group. Prominent personalities attended,
including Mr Martin Ennals of the Inter-
national Alert and of the International
Emergency Committee on Sri Lanka, Mr
Martin Barber, Director of the British
Refugee Council, and Mrs Mary Dines,
civil rights campaigner.

Mr Ennals, who is a former Secretary
General of Amnesty International, visited
Sri Lanka recently to study the Tamil resi-
dents’ problems there at first hand.

He told the meeting that India held the
key in the solution of the problem of Tamils
in Sri Lanka. :

Mr Barber strongly criticised the British
Government for adopting a policy of

1964 appointed its first
Zambian Chief Justice
recently

Afro-Asian Solidarity — The Author and other Heads of Departments welcoming President
Kaunda on his visit to KASAMA, the capital of the Northern Province in ZAMBIA

300 Ceylonese
families in Zambia

ITHERE are over 300 families from Sri Lanka in Zambia

and most of them are employed as teachers,
doctors, accountants engineers stenographers etc. ac.
cording to Mr. K. Vaikunthavasan, a former General
Secretary of the Government Clerical Service Union who
is now & District Judge in Zambia-

renewed determination of the Sri Lankan
Government to liquidate the Tamils by
unleashing more and more military power

bureaucratic delays as one way of discou-
raging ‘“‘immigrants’’ from the Indian sub-
continent.

The meeting adopted the following reso-
ludion, moved by Mr Krishna Vaikunthav-
asan: ‘‘This public meeting appeals to the
British Government to respond effectively
to the urgent plea made by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
for help in solving the Tamils’ problems
by adopting a more liberal and humane
policy. People are forced to flee countries
such as Sri Lanka where the ethnic crisis
has now taken new dimensions with the

against them.

“The meeting appeals ta the British
Government to bring adequate pressure on
the Sri Lankap Government with a view
to minimising the severe sufferings and
hardships endured by the Sri Lankan
Tamils as a result of the inhuman measures
adopted by the Sri Lankan authorities such
as a stoppage of fuel, food and even medi-
cal suppleis to the Tamil areas.”

Another resolution called upon the Brit-
ish immigration authorities to release the
Sri Lankan Tamils held in detention centres
in London for several months.

He told “The Sunday Times”
that as Zambia was 16 times
the size of Sri Lanka and the
Ceylonese were scattered all
over the country, it was difficult
to know exactly how many
Ceylonese were in the country.
The estimate of 300 families
was a conservative estimate.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan said
7ambia’s climate was among
the best in the world—a pla-
teau 3.000 to 9,000 feet above
sea level,

Mr. Valkunthavasan who is
now on leave in the country,

< will represent Zambia at the

fourth «Commonwealth Magis-

trates’ Conference to be held in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, {rom
August 1~—18. His choice had
been approved by the Ministry
of Legal Affairs, Lusaka.

At the third Commonwealth
Conference held in  Nairobl,
Kenya, Mr. Vaikunthavasan
was the only delegate from
Zambia. Mr. Stanley B. Goone-
wardene, Magistrate, Homa-
gama, was the only delegate
from Bri Lanka _ 1t i3 under-
stood that more delegates from

Sri Lankg will attend the
Kuala Lumpur Conference
where 38 countrieg will parti-
cipate.
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FMINENT BRITISH SUPPORT FROM 1976

Tamils of Sri Lanka

From Sir John Foster, QC, and
others

Sir, Few know that a fifth of the
people of Sri Lanka (Ceylon) has
gradually, over twenty years, been
deprived of political rights and now
faces the relegation to second-class
status of its language. The Tamils
of Ceylon have inhabited the north
of that island for over two thousand
years and always, till the DBritish
came, have formed a separate com-
munity, separately governed.

Now, on February 4, a Resolution
is being put in the Sri Lanka
Assembly calling for a separate state
for the Tamils. It has the support of
a wide range of Tamil opinion,
including many of the most moder-
ate and responsible Tamil spokes-
men.

These people fear that- their
attempt to recover what they regard
as their historic right may be used
as an excuse for physical attacks
and mass arrests. They have suf-
fered violence and repression on
several occasions since Sri Lanka
gained independence.

We do not presume to tell the
Government of Sri Lanka their busi-
ness. But we can assure them that
they will gain the respect of the
world if they handle these demands
in the spirit of some other Common-
wealth countries that have been
faced by demands for devolution,
such as Canada and the United
Kingdom,

If, on the other hand, violent
repression is wused against the
Tamils, we hope that every British
person who has relations with Sri
Lanka, including our Government
and the business community, will
make their disapproval known, pos-
sibly by a trade boycott.

We, the undersigned, have formed
ourselves into a committee to
express British interest in the
Tamils of Sri Lanka. We greatly
hope that the Government of that
state will fulfil the hopes of those
who think best of them.

Yours faithfully,
JOHN FOSTER,
DAVID ASTOR,
ROBERT BIRLEY,
G. MICHAEL SCOTT,
2 Hare Court,
Temple, EC4.
January 1976
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OCTOBER 1983
London Murasu

REV. MICHAEL SCOTT

Rev. Michael Scott, popularly
known as ‘Reverend’ by the Eelam
Tamils passed away on 14th Sep-
tember '83 peacefully. A great friend
of Tamil Eelam, his life was spent
mostly on the-side of the Oppressed.
He fought for the Indigenous South
Africans, Namibians and the Eelam
Tamilians.

— 8. Maharasingham (Tamil Action
Committee UK)

Dear Mr. Vaikunthavasan,

® CAVENDISH AVENUVE,
LONDON, NwW8 9JD.

14th June, 1976

May I, on behalf of the London Committee
of Friends of the Tamils, thank you for your
generous donation to the fund to defend the

Tamils of Sri Lanka.

by all concerned.

Your support is appreciated

I will certainly ask Sir John Foster for
a copy of the Petition he prepared and presented

to the Queen in 1963, and will forward this to

you, together with additional copies of the

appeal letter.

With best wishes,

E. Vaikunthavasan, Esq.,

PO Box 135,
Kitwe,
Zambia.

Yours sincerely,

Kvﬂ% /16&\ ;
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© CAVENDISH AVENUE,
LONDON, NW8 9uD.

17th February, 1978

Indo-Ceylon
Federation

Dear Mr. Vaikunthavasan,

Thank you for your letter enclosing your big statement
on the Indo-Ceylon federation idea. I have been discussing this
thesis with Michael Scott. We feel you may agree that it would
be more suitable to try to launch this idea after you have had
an opportunity to discuss it with various other of your fellow
Tamils abroad and, best of all, with some of the leaders of your
community at home. Without some discussion and the obtaining of
a degree of support, it is difficult to see how the idea could
be presented in terms of its political significance. No doubt
you have been thinking of these matters yourself. If you would
care to discuss them further with Michael Scott, he would be very
willing to go into them with you.

You will appreciate that it is also very difficult to get
our major newspapers to publish letters, unless they are attached
to some important recent event and preferably are signed by people
with some representative position. I am not saying that if your
Indo-Ceylon federation idea gets going you will not be able to use
the letter columns of our newspapers to discuss it. But I don't
think that it would be possible to achieve this until the idea had
been accepted by a substantial body of opinion, preferably amongst
the Tamils of both communities, and perhaps had some Indian support.
I realise that all this may seem a long way off, but I think it
would be unrealistic to suggest that newspapers here would be
willing to ventilate such an idea until it had been shown to have
some support in the field.
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If you recall, the one point on which I thought I should be
able to get some newspaper interest in your story at this time
concerned the fact of your own personal situation and those of
others Tike you. I don't think it is generally known that Tamils
with professional training are having to leave Ceylon to look for
work in English-speaking countries, simply because their own
language can no longer be used for official business at home.

I am trying to get a former colleague at The Observer to contact
you on this subject and hope to achieve this.

I am sorry not tec be able to be more encouraging on the pace

of advance of your major idea.

THE TIMES (LONDON)
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 20 1977

Race conflict in Ceylon
From Sir John Foster, QC. and
others
Sir, A tragedy is taking place in 5ri
Lanka : the polirical conflict folinw-
ing on the recent election is turning
into a racial massacre. Ir is esti-
mated by reliable sources that
between 250 and 300 Tamil citizens
have lost their lives and over 40,000
have been made homeless. Limita-
tion on travel is making it hard for
correspondents in Sri Lanka to let
the world know what is happening.
The Tamils are a community of
over two million who flourished
under the British, but have suffered
discrimination since. They have now
lost confidence in their treatment
by the Sinhalese majority and are
calling for a restoration of their
separate national status, which they
had for many centuries before the
British came. At the last elections,
the Tamil party advocating a
separate state gained overwhelming
majorities in all Tamil districts.
This, no doubt, triggered off the
murders, which are said to have
been committed either by police
acting without orders or with the
connivance of the police
At a time when the West is awake
to the evils of racialism, the racial
persecution of the Tamils and denial
of their human rights should not
pass without protest. The British
have a special obligation to protest,
as these cultivated people were put
at the mercy of their neighbours less
than thirty years ago by the British
government. They need our atten-
tion and support.
Yours faithfully,
JOHN FOSTER,
DAVID ASTOR,
ROBERT BIRLEY.,
LOUIS BLOM-COOPER,
FAMES FAWCEFETT,
DINGLE FOOT.
MICHAEL SCOTT,
2 Hare Covre,
Temple, ¥C4.

{ U, JL/ﬁQL( ?

/\: o w7l /L/ 4’\\'

DAVID ASTOR

PONDICHERRY, 1980.

.
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UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

PROVISIONAL

A/33/PV.22
5 October 1978

ENGLISH

Thirty-third Session
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PROVISIONAL VERBATIM RECORD OF THE TWENTY-SECOND MEETING

President:

Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Thursday, 5 October 1978, at 10.30 a.m.

Mr. LIEVANO

(Colombia)

—Address by His Excellency Mr. Spyros Kyprianou, President of the Republic of Cyprus

—Address by His Excellency Mr. Henck A.E. Arron, Prime Minister of the Republic of

Surinam

—General debate [9] (continued)
“Speech by Krishna (Tamil Eelam)”
Statement by Mr. Hameed (Sri Lanka)

INDIA ABROAD

Grabs

General Assembly

Rostrum

UNITED NATIONS, (Reuter)—
A member of the Tamil ethnic
minority in Sri Lanka seized the
General Assembly rostrum October
S and tried to denounce that na-
tion’s government just as its
Foreign Minister was about to ad-
dress the 150-nation body.

But the microphone was cut off
after he had uttered only a few
sentences and he was led away by
security guards.

The interloper identified himself
to startled delegates only as
**Krishna”’ and said he came from
the "‘two-and-a-half million strong
Tamil 1lam nation lying between In-
dia and Sri Lanka.”

| October 13,1978 _ |-
Lanka Tamiliar
in U.N. Protest

**The Sri Lanka Sinhala Govern-
ment is continuing a policy of
.genocide,”” he declared. His
microphone went dead at that
point.

Earlier, he said: **If oppressed
nations, minority nations, such as
Tamil Hlam cannot make represen-
tations to this supreme body, then
where are we to go? Please allow me
to speak for one minute.”’

Sri Lanka Foreign Minister Shauls
Hameed, taking the incident lightly,
began his speech by saying: *‘I wish
to thank the previous speaker who
tried to steal my opportunity and
thereby create a little sensation.’’

After the interloper was question-
ed, a U.N. spokesman identified
him as ..K. Vaikunthauasam and
said he was a Sri Lanka-born
former judge who was now practis-
ing law in London.

He was said to have cluded any
check on his identity before enter-
ing the assembly hall by mingling
with a group of delegates.

Once inside, he took a seat at the
side of the chamber used by
diplomats and their guests and hur-
ried to the podium when the Sri
Lanka Foreign Minister was called
to deliver his address.

The U.N. spokesman said he
would be ‘‘escorted out of the
building and told not to come
back.”

Vaikunthauasam told reporters
he had come to the U.S. to attend
the annual convention of the
American Bar Association in New
York in August and had stayed on
to publicize the Tamil cause.

He said he wanted a separate
Tamil state on his island which
might then be affiliated to India
“*where the Tamils have many more
rights.””

He rejected the Sinhala name Sri
Lanka, he said, as part of a move to
make the island into a ‘‘Sinhala
theocratic state.”’

After the interview, which took
place in the public entrance to the
U.N., security guards hurried him
away.
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REUTER REPORT OF THE INCIDENT 1978

United Nations

0268/1 ZCZC NYB 344 UU LJP YAS NOR

1250:Assembly-Tamil: ; :
United Nations, Oct. 5, Reuter— A member of the Tamil ethnic minority in Sri Lanka

seized“the General Assembly rostrum today and tried to denounce that nation"s government

just as its foreign minister was about to address the 150-nation body.

But the microphone was cut off afer he had uttered only a few sentences and he was
led away by security guards.

The interloper identified himself to startled delegates only as '"Krishna'" and said
he came from the "Two-and-a-half-million strong Tamil Ilam Nation lying between India
and Sri Lanka." :

"The Sri Lanka Sinhala government is continuing a policy of genocide," he declared.
His microphone went dead at that point.

0268/L ZCZC NYB 180 UU LJP YAS NOR
1258:Assembly-TaQ$; 2 United Nations:
Sri Lanka foreign minister Shaul Hameed, taking the incident lightly, began his

speech by saying: "I wish to thank the previous speaker who tried to steal my opportunity
and thereby create a little sensation.

It was the second unusual incident at the assembly rostrum so far this session.

On September 26 Soviet foreign minister Andrei Gromyko became i1l while addressing
the U. N. body and was assisted out of the hall by aides.

After resting for about an hour in the assembly president's office, he returned to
finish his speech, complaining that the lights in the gold and blue chamber were "very,
very hot."

03 ~ ZCZC NYB 187 UU LJP YAS NOR.
1333:Assembly-Tamil 3 United Nations NYA 180
After the interloper was questioned, a U.N. spokesman identified him as K.
Vaikunthavasam and said he was a Sri Lanka-born former judge who was now practising law
in London.

His London address was not available.

He was said to have eluded any check on his identity before entering the assembly
hall by mingling with a group of delegates.

Once inside, he took a seat at the side of the chamber used by diplomats and their
guests and hurreid to the podium when the Sri Lanka foreign minister was called tn
deliver his address.

The U.N. spokesman said he would be "escorted out of the building and told not to
come back." '

Earlier this week, Mr. Vaikunthavasam told a reporter he had come to the U.S. to

attend the annual convention of the American Bar Association in N.Y. in August and had
stayed on to publicise the Tamil cause.

$iReuter Ag
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SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 7,

U.N. TIGHTENS
ITS SECURITY

After ‘Eelam’

intruder seized rostrum

BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW YORK, Oct. 6: Tight security measures were
brourht into force at the UN Headquarters here today
o‘lowmg an atiemnt by a Sri Lankan to interrunt
Foreign Minister Mr. A. C. S. Hameed when he rose to
address the General Assembly.

Credentiais of all delegate< are now being closely exa-
mined pefore they are permitted to enter.
Thursday’s episvde where a man, later identified as K.

Vaikunthavasan, walked -upto the podlum and began to read
a_statemeni denouncmg the Government, has created a secu-
rity poser for UN authorities,

SMUGGLED HIMSELF IN

The intruder who smuggied himself into the UN Ilobbies
startled delegates when he rushed to the podium in the Gene-
ral Assembly, This came when Mr. H meed was calied upon
by the President of the General Assemliy to speak.

Hardly had the intruder read a few sentences from h
statement s when UN officlais switched off the public addres
system. Security guards escorted him out,

An ear}xer report from Reuter states: A member of the
Tamil ethnic minority in Sri Lanka seized the Generai As-
sembly rostrum vesterday and tried to dencunce that nation’s

With Mr & Mrs
AMIRTHALINGAM

- New York, October 1978

Government just as its Foreign Minister was about to address
the 150-nation body.

But the microphone was cut off after he had uttered omy

a few sentences and he was led away by security guards,

The interloper identified himself to startied delegates
only as “Krishna” and said he came from the “two.and-a-half
million strong Tamil Eelam nation lying between Indla and
Sri Lanka.”

“The Sri Lanka Sinhala Government. is vvcontmmng
picy of genocide,” he declared. His microphone went dead
at that point,

Earlier, he said: “If oppressed nations, minority nations,
such as Tamil Eelam cannot make representations . to this
supreme body then where are we to go?  Please allow me to
speak for one minute.”

HAMEED TAKES IT LIGHTLY

$ri Lanka Forgign Minister A, C. S, Hameed, taking the
incident lightly, began his speech by saying: “I wish to thank
the previous speaker who trled to steal mv opportunity and
thereby create a fittle sensation

It was the second unusual incident at the Assembly ros-
trum so far this session.

On September 26 Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko
became ill while addressing the UN body and was assisted out
of the hall by aides.

After resting for about an hour in the Assembly. Presi-
den*’s coffice. he returned to finish his speech complaining that
the lights in the gold and blue chamber were “very, very hot”.

After the mterlop»r was questioned, - a UN spokesman

.dentified him as ., K Vaikunthavasam and said he was a Sri
i anka-born former Judge who was now practising Law in Londen,
His London address was not available,

~ He was said to have eluded any check on his identity be-

fere entcring the Assembly Hall by mingling with a group of
Aelegates,.

Once inside ;he took a scat at the side - of the Chamber used

by diplomats and their guests -and hurried to the Podium' when

the Sri-Lanka Foreign Minister was called to deliver his address,

The UN spokesman said he would be *“‘escorted out of the
building and told not to vome back.”

Earlier this week, Mr Vaikunthavasam told a reporter he
had come to the US to attend the annual convention of the
Amecrican Bar Association 1 New York in August and had
stayed on to publicise the Tamil eause,

I'he Chicago-based Bar Association confirmed that he had
been a registered participant,

In a later interview, Mr. Vaikunthavasan, who has been livmg
in the College Lood area of London, said he was a Judge in
Zanmibia Irom 1971 to 1976,

He szid he wanted a separate Tami! state on his island which
might then be afilialed to India *where the Tamils have many
more rights ™

He rejected tha Sinhala nsme Sri Lanka, he said, as part
of a move fo make the island into a “Sinhala theocratic state”,

Aiter the interview, which took place in the public entrance
1 the UN, security guards again hurried him away.
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Rostrum ‘thief’ marched
out of UN Assembly

PTC-Reater
UNITED NATIONS, Friday,

A member of the Tamil etii-
nic mincrity in Sri Lanka seiz-
ed the General Assembly Ros~
trum yeaterday and trieq to
denounce thag nation’s Goverrnt-
ineny, just as its Foreign Minis-
ter wus sbout to- address the
150-nation body,

But the microphons was cus
oft after he hagq uttered only
e few sentences sand he was
led away by security guards,

The iuterloper identified hime
self to startled delegates only
as “Krishna” and said he came
from the “two-and-a-half mil-
lion strong Tamil Eelam na-
tion lying hLetween India and
Sri Lanka'

‘The Sri  Tadke Sinhale
Governmeni ig continuing 2
policy of genocide,” he declar-
ed, His microphone went dead
af thay point,

Earliex, he said: “If oppres-
ted nations, minority nations
such as Tamil Belam csnnog

STRAITS TIMES |

make representations to this
supreme body, then where are
we to go? Please allow me te
speai fcr one minute”

3ri Lanke Foreign Minister
A_C. 8, Hameed, taking the
fncident, lightly, began his
Speech by saying: ‘I wish to
thang the previous speaker who
tried to steal my opportunity
and thereby creste g little sene
sation,” .

It was the secong unusual
incident ap the Assembly ros
tfrum zo far this session,

On September 26 Soviet For-
eign Mirister Andrej Gromyko
became il while saddressing
the UN. hody and was assise
ted oug of the hall by aides,

Atter resting for sbout an
lhour in the Assembly Pre-
sident’s office, he returned to
finish his speech, complaining
that che lghts in the golq and
blue chamber were, ‘very very
hot "

7.10.1978

A:UN spokesman identified
him as # K. Vaikunthayasam
ang sald he was & Sri Lanka~
born former judgey who was
now practising law in pondon

His London sddresg was not
available,

He was said to have eluded
any check on his identity be-
fore entering the Assembly
hall by mingling with a group
of delegates,

Once, inside, he took a seat
at the gide of the chamber
useq by Diplomats and their
guests and hwrried to the
podium when the sri Lanka
Foreign Minister was called
to deliver his address,

The I N. spokesman said he
would be “escorted ouy of the
buildin; anq told not to come
back "

Earlier this week, Mr. Vai-
kunthavasam told a reporter
he had come to the U.S, to
attend the annual convention

SINGAPORE, 6.10.1978

IMPOSTER ON ROSTRUM

e

ED NA . Fri.
— The speaker was the
Foreign Minister from
Sri Lanka. At least the
thought he was — until,
rather undiplomatically,
he started accus oA
24 of “mass genoclide.”’
It dawned upon some-
one that a mistake had
been made. The micro-
phones were quickly cut
off. The. security men
moved in.
The stocky, balding
man was not Foreign

E U.N. ASSEMBLY

inister A.C.5. H ed | ter w h .
a)%haﬁl.egkutdsn im;o'glt‘;ekr, :;REOG;% r:afpl%r ;xtéeg
who looked enough e ameed ste .
him to have somehow ‘1 wish to thani the

ained the podium at the

§3r¢ eral As-
bly yesterday.

s the unidentified in-

truder rambled on, two

U.N. securit men

: atepyed to his side, one
- gently taking him by the

arm, the other grabbing
his speech, and wadding
it into a ball.

Out of the door, the

previous speaker,” he
said with a smile, **who
tried to steal my op-
portunity and thereby
create a little sensa-
tion... **

The whole episode
lasted about two minutes
— Jjust long enough to
bring a rare smile to the
normally sombre
chamber. — UPI.
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of the American Bar Associa-
tion in New York hut had
stayed or 10 publicise the
Tamil cause,

The Chicago-haseq Bar A:-
sociation confirmed thst e
had been a registered parti-
cipant,

In a later interview Mr, val-
kunthavasan who apneared to
be in his 50's said he was &
judge in Zambia from 197! to
1978,

He saig he wantedq a separate
Tamil State on his island
which migh¢ then be afflia-
ted to India “where the Tamils
have many more rights”

He rejected the Sinhala
name Sri Lanka, he said, as
par; of & move to make the
islang into a “Sinhala theo-
cratic state”

After the interview, which
took place in the public en.
trance to the UN. secuntr
guards again hurried him
away,
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~
| diplomatic pouch
\ by Petromus

Delcgates who understand Russian suspected something
was miss with Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei A. Greinyko
when he beeai slurring a word or two sherily before he keeled
over at the rostruny. Whatever it was that aiied tiie vetoran
Bolshevik not explained. Soviet medical staff worked over him
inthe Ceneral Assombly president’s office behind ihe podium,
declined help from L. N. doctors. Miracle of modern medical
science, Gromyko returned to the restrura in strong voice 1o
complete his address. He blamed the hot lights in the
Assembly hall tor his indisposition,

Apparently, these are needad for color TV. Under-
Secretary-General William B. Buffum ordered the lights
turned down a bit after the Gromyko incident. There have
been other complaints from délegates. Former Soviet Am-
bassador Yakov A. Malik often wore dark glasses because the
brigh, lights botherad him.

Impassioned 2 minute appeal

Ace UPI fotog Joel Landau got great pictures of Gromyko
leaning heaviiy on security men who dashed fo his aid when he
suddenly tuirned ashen and grabbed the desk for support, Both
Time and Newsweek printed Landau’s pix. )

That other Gencral Assembly incident, of the phoney
“foreign minister’’ of Sri Lanka, more amusing. How the
London barrister Krishna . Vaikunihayasam ever managed
fo reach the rostrurn to deliver his impassloned two-minuie
appeal in behalf of Sri Lanka’s Tamil rnincrity still a mystery.
As soon as President Indalecio Liveano realized Vaikun-
thayasam was not the real foreign minisier, Sahul Hameed, a
switch was thrown cutting off the imposter’s microphore and
guards hustied him out of the hall, Hamead trealed the in-
cident with typical good humor, saying: ‘| wish fo thank the
previous speaker who tried io siesl my opportunity and
thercby create a little sensation.”

00000000 S A

FOREWORD to the book,

Tamil Eelam Nation

and U.N.O.

Mr Krishna Vaikunthavasan is well known in Ceylon as one of the fore-runners of
Trade Unionism among the public servants. As the General Secretary of the
Government Clerical Service Union (GCSU) he played a significant role in the
victories won by the marxist parties in the early years of Independence after 1948.

This publication, coming from the pen of a person with this background, should
serve as an eye-opener 1o anyone who may yet be dreaming of living in unity with
the Sinhalese. Mr Vaikunthavasan has very succinctly brought out the case for self-
determination for the Eelam Tamil Nation and the need for Tamil national
liberation from the Sinhala neo-colonialists.

The pressing need of the hour is publicity among the nations of the world for the
Tamil cause. Mr Vaikunthavasan placed Tamil Eelam on the map of the world
when he took the podium of the UN General Assembly before the Foreign
Minister of Sri Lanka. The Tamil Nation owes a debt of gratitude to Mr
Vaikunthavasan for that master stroke and for continuing to play his part in
propagating the Tamil demand through this publication. It is up to the nation to use NIRRT
his ability, courage. and untiring efforts for the achievement of its Freedom.

Mr Amirthalingam

A AMIRTHALINGAM MP
Secretary General
TULF

25 October 1978
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VAIKUN FIRES—
U.N. ROCKET

Did Krishna Vaikunthavasan the Ceylonese who .created history at the United Nation
Assembly by being the first - ever uninvited, gate-crashing non - delegate to speak from
the speakers podium have an accredited foreign delegate as an accomplice.?

Those who held office at
the United Nations like Sir Se-
nerat Gunawardene, Sri Lank-

a’s U, N. Ambassador from

1955 - 58 and who helmed the
Human Rights Commission
among other U. N, assignme-
nts, maintain that security
arragements are so tight that
sneaking past the security

cordon is ncar impossible
without help from other dele-
gateS.

”I know the workings of
the U.N, office very well be-
cause of my close association
with the U. N,” gaid Sir
Senerath, I am almost posi-
tive Vaikunthavasan could
not have got into the dele-

gate's seats without any help,

U. N. attendance averages
nzarly 750 delegates at each
session. This is worked out
on the basis of five delegates
to each of the 150 member na-
tions. So that Vaikunthavasan
who was earlie; a judge in
Zambia, representing that co-
untry at two Commonwealth
Magistrates Conferences in
Najrobi in August, 1973 and
again in Kuala Lumpur in
August, 1975, had contacts in
all the African countries as
well as outside,

ACCOMPLICE
Speculation points to the ac-
complice being from the
Afro - Arab bloc which along

‘has so far done.”

with Asia dominates the U.N.
Vaikunthavasan was also a
Marxist. Whoever his accom-
plice was both friend and foe
admit that Vajkunthavasan‘s
spectacular U. N, raid had
the same publicity impact as
a hijacking, whatever cause it
espoused.

It is pointed outthat in
32 years of U-N. existence
(its first meeting was in Jan.
1946) no radical organization
like the P, L. O., or the
I.R. A, or the Red Guard or
even the Baader-Meinhoff urb-
an guerillas had attempted
such a daring means of focus-
sing world attention on a nat=
ional problem,

“Vaikunthavasan,” said a
political commentator, * has
achieved much more for the
Tamil cause by way of intern-

ational publicity in his three

minute raid on the U. N, mic-
rophone than the - T. U. L. ¥.
He. wa.
besieged by newspapermen
from all countries represented
at the U.N. Unaderstandably
T. V. interviews would also
have followed

BLAZE

The blaze of global pub-
licity for the Tamils that
Vaijkupthavasan's UN outburst
switched on has embarrassed
the Sri Lanka Government
considerably. The President
was first informed of the

incident by a telephone call,
followed by a telexed report
from Sri Lanka's Foreign
Minister, the ever-smiling Mr.
A. C. S. Hameed. Since then
Acting  Foreign  Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe has
been intouch with Sri Lanka’s
U.N. Ofice in New York
for follow-up action.

The immediate impact of
this incident on Sri Lanka is
that it is being construed as
bad publicity for the Free
Trade Zons, the king-pin in
thisGovernnent’sdevelopment
scheme. Government is wor-
ried that this will put the
clock back on the work now
being doae.

Avnart from the FTZ, the
attitude of the World Bank
anl other domor countries
could suffer from the outburst
at the UN.

But apart from being em-
birrassed and angry, what
can the Sri Lanka Govern-
msnt do about the ciuse of
all this trouble — Krishna
Vaikunthavasan? They will

~ find it diffizult to have him

extradited from USA-—if he
is still there—or from Bri-
tain, where he resides.

Legal eagles here say that
Vaikunthavasan has not vio-
lated any known law. Inany
case, they argue that the
Government will not risk any
more publicity on the Vai-
kunthavasan issue,



DAVID ASTOR - described ‘as the greatest British
Editor of the post-war era’

o
%% 9 CAVENDISH AVENUE,
©
A LONDON, NW8 8JD.

18th December, 1978

Hon. DAVID ASTOR, Editor of the Observer, London, regrets... ..

Dear Mr. Vasan,

Thank you very much for letting me see a copy of the
speech that you delivered at the UN. I regret that the British
press did not report it at the time. As they failed to do that,
it would be extremely unlikely that they could be persuaded
to publish it at this late date.

I am sorry to say that the book pages do not review
purely political books of this kind, which are either treated

as news or not at all.

I am, however, sending a copy of your speech to the Royal
Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House) where I
hope that it will be made available to students of such
affairs as this. As you probably know, Chatham House is
much frequented by journalists and Government officials and

is by no means just an academic institution.

All best wishes,

»

K. Vaikuntha Vasan, Esq., Z:7 —
AL;V( Jé;’-

55 Warren Road,
Colliers Wood,
London, SW19 2HY.



THE INDEPENDENT October 13th 1978

VAIKUAS - THE VOLATILE

Who is this Krishna Vaikunthavasan the man who
created history at the U.N?

SistvLo» years of age, bespectacled, fair and stocky, he
was born and educated in Jaffna. Like most Jaffna
Tamils of that gensration he sailed into the Government
Clerical Service, ruffling the usual serenity of that

service with his trade union activi‘ies.

Says veteran Traie Unionist and present Chaairman
Of the Pal nyrah Co:poration, K, C. Nyihianantha ‘“Vaikuns,
vas a very ebullient and lovable fetiow. Bat we nsver
newy where we stood with him. Hs was volatile though
1 great fighter. He was G3nzral Sacretary of the G. C,
3.U. (1947-5)) when I was President.”

Nythi rezalls how “Vaikuns” reszivad his first baptism
of fire in trade union politics. Hz had moved a resolu-
ion which threatensd to cleave union unity. Af:er ma-
cing a figh'ing sdes:h hs withdrsx ths resolution and
vas promptly rewarded with a drizzle of eggs by those he

leserted. EDITOR

“He was a barn he1d-lin> maker,” states Nythi, re-
sollesting how when Vaikuns was Editor of the Red Tape,
the G. C.S.U. organ, he was charge-shested for publi-
shing an anti-Governm:nt article. Dafending himself at
the enquiry, hs d=1i:d authorship. H: was acgqaitted
but prom»'ly admitted he was the author. For this
transgression, he was sazked in 1958,

From 1951-53 Vaikuns edited ths only Weekly of
that time* ‘“Pedjle’s Voice”. Joining the Marxist forces
hs travelled, accomjanied by his wife to Clina and Russia
as delegate to the Asian and Pacific Peace C)nference
in Peking in 1952 111 t1; W)old Paise Conferencs in
Vienna also in 1952.

Vaikuns then turred lawyer in 196), practising as an
advocate in Sri Lanka for 10 years till 1971. He took a
dip in politics conteiting the KKS seat in 1965 as the
U. L.F. candidate.

From the Sri Lanka Bar, he took a leap to the Zam-
bian Bench as S:nior Rasident Magistrate. He was
quite a well-known figure in Zimbia till he criticized the
appointment of a Zinbian to a high Judicial post.

Kenneth XKaunda, Zimbia’s President would have
none of it and so out went Vaikuns from Zambia to the
Biitish Bar.

Heré he plunged into Timil politics, being elected a
member of the Standing Committee of Tamils. He
tdvocated an Inio-Ceylon Federation, authoring a book,
“The way out for the Tamil speaking People—Indo-
Ceylon Federation.

October 7, 1978

Lanka Tamilian
seizes U.N.
Assembly podium

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 6
(P.T.1.) — Theree was a mi-
nor sensation in the U.N., Gen-
eral Assembly vesterdav when a
Sriv Tianka Tamilian took charge
of the poditm  briefly to de-
nounce the policy of the Sri
Tanka Government towards the
Tamil population as “genocidal”.

The public address svstem was
prom»tly switched off bv U N,
officialzs wnen they realized that
en outeider had  seized the po-
diam instead of the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Mr Hamid. who
was to have been the next spea-
ker

The Sr. Ianka Tamilian who
gave his name as Krishna insis-
ted that the Assembiy should
hear the representative of “this
cppressed. minority  -nation  of
Tamil Eelam.”

“If-we cannot make representa-
tion here in  thir  Assembly
where are we to go he said.
“Flense allow me to speak  for
che minute, The Sri Lanka Gov-
cenment is continiing the policy
of ‘genocide. - He wasz ent off
at thic peoint and 1. . guards
whisked him nut of the hall.
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HOW VAIKUNTHAVASAN
ENTERED U. N.

NI AN

HOW VAIKUNS CRASHED

Krishna Vaikunthavasan is
an unlikely con man. For
many years he has practised
law in London and before
that he was a district judge in
Zambia. But for a coupe of
minates, the 53-year-oid Sri
Lanka Tamilian fooled
the United Naticns General
Assembly in promoting his
cause—an independent Tamil
nation onrved out” of Sri
Lanka.

It was nearing noon and
delegates {rom the 150 coun-
tries 'in the Assembly had sat
stoically through an hour-long
specch by the President of
Cyprus and another by the
Prime Minister of Surinam,

Now if only the Forcipa
Minister of Sit Lanka wooid
get over with his address, the
defegates would be ablé to
adjourn for Junch.

There is a ritwal tn the
making of speeches  in the
General  Asscmbly,  Every-
body generally “hnaws what
cverybody e'sc is poing to say
on a particular day--if they
care to read the advance
copies of speeches that are
always available. Unless the
speaker comes from a part of
the world whichi is currently
making headlines, most of the
delegates do not cven bother
to turn their carphuncs un.

Tamil Eelam? Now when
wis that country admitted to
the U'nited Nations? The
Asscmbly  President’s  face
arsumel a quizzical look; a
murmer spread through the
ronks of the delegates.

“My name is Krishna and
T come from the two-and-a-
hatf million strong nation of
Tamil . Eelam lying betwcen
Sri Lanka and India. The Sri
Lanka Government is conti-
nuing a policy of genocide.,”’

MICROPHONE OFF

At this point a frantic
of fical threw 2 swilch turning
off the microphone. I this
was the Sri Lanka Forcign
Minister, hc had certain'y
lost his mind,

lul even as  sccurity men
hurried to the rosttum from

distant cornérs ot the General

Assembly  batl, Vaikuntha-

vasan continud:

We have exereised our right
of scif-determination to live
as a scparate nation There is
every dapger of the Famil
problem threatening the peace
in the Indian  region.  The
problem in Sri Lanka will
deveiop to be as scrious as the
Palestinian and  the Cyprus
problems  unless  you, the
world - ieaders intervene and
help in its solution now.*’

THE CANBIRRA TIMES, SATURDAY, CCTOER 7, 1973 ~ §

UN pretender

UNITED NATIONS,
Friday (AAP-AFF). — A
London lawyer, posing yes-
terday as the Foreign Min-
ister of Sri Lanka in the
United Nations General
Assembly, accused the Sri
Lanka Government of gen-

ocide.

The man, identified as
Sri-Lanka born Mr
Krishna Vaikunthavasan,
had managed to sit among
delegates, UN sources

said.

Tic spent all of September
visiting the U.N. Sccretariat
with more regulartity than
most accredited delegates.

To get through, the main
gates. of the sccretariat is
nomally a  difficult task,
unless you take the . visitor's
entrance anj join a guided
tour of the glass skyscraper
on the East River.

But with the General
Assembly in session and
delegates of all colors, accents
and cgo sizes-—not to mentlon
their national costuines —scur-
rying in andout of the buil-
ding, the sccuri'y guards have
learned over the years not o
be too fussy about checking
identifications,

Vaikunthavasan even sat in
the delegates® section in the
daily Assembly sessions. ‘T
my mind. I told myseif, ‘! am
a delegate—a delegate for
Tamil Eelam,’’ he said. Tamil
Eclum is. the Tamil state he
wants to seg created in the
traditional Tamil northern
and eastern areas of Sri Lanka.

He wouldn’t confirm it,
but very reliable sources
close to the Inlian delegation
revealed that Vaikunthavasan
gained entry fo the delegatcs’
section with a little help from
some Indian delegates he had
befriended during his U, N.
sojourn. "Of course they were
not aware of what he was
planning to do.

" People like Amirtha-
lingam who haye fought all
their lives for a deparate
Tamil state, with perhaps
some federa} ties to the
Sinhala regions, are no longer
able to resist the Tamil youth’s
spall for completa indepen~
dence. ‘There is violence In
the air, though Arsinialin.
gam-discourages it and hopes
to achicve independence” for
his people by peaceful’ means
through negotiations: But
time is running-out.

In his ‘mind, Vaikuntha-
vasan had no qualms about
what.he was planning to 'do,
He represented his poaple and
if the world " would not give
them an opportunity to present
theif case, he'would: present
it anyway, - '

INTO THE U, N,

(The ‘inside story as told by Vhikﬁdtha\ram_.

issue.”

LANKA GUARDIAN

The Lanka Guardian in its October 15, 1978 issue, com-
menting on Mr. Vaikunthavasan’ s daring seizure of the rostrum
of the United Nations General Assembly said that it was
"of course the most spectacular exercise in a concerted cam-
paior by Tamil expatriates to internationalise the Tamil
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INDO-CEYLON FEDERATION

Introduction

“If there is a regional grouping of the countries
bordering on the Indian Ocean on either side of
India—Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, India, Ceylon,
Burma, Malaya, Siam, Java etc.—present day
minority problems will dissapear—”

Jawaharlal Nehru,
(p.536, in his book “The Discovery of India” 1969
edn., Asia Publishing House, Bombay).

In the situation we find ourselves today, the only way out for the Tamil speaking people of Ceylon is to get
outside assistance.

And if we do not get this in time, there is a real danger that we might be wiped out as a Nation.

In the unequal combat against the majority Government, unless we adopt a superior political strategy, we
are bound to face a worse disaster than what took place in Biafra.

Repeated appeals to the world conscience are alone not enough. In the present world, when there is so
much talk about non-interference in the internal affairs of a country, and when there is increasing rivalry
among the super-powers with their own groupings, no foreign power will be prepared to take the risk and to
come to our help unless on two conditions:- Firstly we must ask for such help openly and secondly it must
result in some advantage to the Nation that offers such help. In other words it should be mutually
advantageous.

While realising that we must have outside assistance but if we do not openly ask for it thinking it would
harden the Ceylon Government’s determination to wipe us out, this attitude to say the least is not being
realistic. Whether we openly ask for it or not, it is well known that we have been in touch with Indian leaders.
Mr. S.J.V. Chelvanayagam and Mr. A. Amirthalingam went to Madras and saw Mr. Karunanithi when he
was Chief Minister of TAMIL NADU State. The Ceylon Prime Minister at the time Mrs. Bandaranaike
complained about these meetings to Mrs. Indira Gandhi then Prime Minister who in turn used these
complaints interalia for the dismissal of the Chief Minister of Madras.

If Andaman Islands 1500 miles away could be part of Indian territory, Tamil Eelam which is just an the
door step should firstly ask for help from the Indian Government and at the same time say we are prepared
to join the Indian Federation, in a South Asian set up.

This strategy will also make the Sinhala Government to see the urgent need for it to come to terms with the
Tamil leaders before what they might fear themselves becoming a minority in a larger set up.

We cannot any more remain as a subject people; we have the attributes of an independent nation, and the
will to become free; though peace is our ideal, the defence of our rights continues to be the supreme objective
of the people of Eelam.

8 J VCHELVANAYAGAM WITH Indian Prime Minister JAWAHARLAL NEHRU — COLOMBO 1960
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Ceylon Daily News 10-6-78 (Saturday)
Desai against Federation Cry - ‘They are Ceylonians — Not Tamilians’
London June 8

Mr. Moraji Desai, Prime Minister of India told a spokesman for Tamils living in Sri Lanka who asked
the PM’s opinion about a growing movement there by Tamils to press for Federation with India: ‘I don’t
encourage them. They should not do this. They are Ceylonians and not Tamilians.

He denied the spokesman’s allegation of a ‘gradual genocide’ of Tamils in Sri Lanka. I don’t believe the
Sri Lanka Government is doing this, he said.

These questions were asked during a Press Conference Mr. Desai held before he left for New York.

Ceylon Daily Mirror 9-6-78
No Federation with India — Desai tells Sri Lanka Tamils
London, Thursday

Indian Prime Minister Mr. Moraji Desai, on the eve of his departure for New York after a 2 day official
visit to the U.K. when questioned by a spokesman for Tamils living in Sri Lanka, who asked the PM’s
opinion about a growing movement there by Tamils to press for Federation with India said: ‘I don’t
encourage them. They should not do this. They are Ceylonians and not Tamilians’.

He denied the spokesman’s allegations of a gradual genocide of Tamils in Sri Lanka — ‘I don’t believe the
Sri Lanka Government is doing this’, he said.

‘Sun’ - Friday, 9 June 78
No Federation with Lanka Tamils says Desai

First page

Indian Prime Minister Mr. Moraji Desal yesterday claimed that India was not encouraging a move by the
Tamils in Sri Lanka to press for federation with India.

According to a Reuter report the Indian Premier is reported to have said this in reply to a query on the
Prime Minister’s opinion about a growing movement in Sri Lanka for federation with India. The query
had come from a spokesman for the Tamils living in Sri Lanka.

‘Idon’t encourage them. They should not do this. They are Ceylonians and not Tamilians’ Mr. Desai told
the spokesman. He denied the spokesman’s allegations of a ‘gradual genocide’ of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

‘T don’t believe the Sri Lanka Government is doing this’ he added. ,

Mr. Desai was speaking to correspondents shortly before his departure to New York.

(The same news item appeared in all the Sinhala newspapers, Tamil and also in Indian papers including
Hindu and Hindustan Times).
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SCOT

Standing Committee of Tamil Speaking People
( Founded in 1977 )
UK Registered Chanty Number 2744939

DR. KANAPATHIPILLAI ARUMUGAM —

FOUNDER PRESIDENT
President: Dr. K. Arumugam 181, Malvern Avenue,
General Secretary: Mr. C. Kathiresan South Harrow,
Middlesex.
Telephone: 01- 422 1739
M. K Vadlrdrn ctons
§S MNarm Road 17th April 1979
lo~don Sts(q
Dear rL Vadanh AN Aoy

I am glad to be able to advise you thst SCOT has been
registered as a Charity. The number allocated is 274499,

I have been directed by the Executive Committee to
write and thank you for all your efforts in the past both:in connection

with drafting the constitution and negotiations with the Charity Commission

Yours sincerely,

%/Lu?

C.KATHIRESAN



The derogatory
sense of heroism s
“heroics™ —  high-
sounding talk, acts of
bravado and inconside-
rate actions to attract
attention which come
in different forms,
shapes and propor-
tions — the Munich
massacre of lsraeli
athletes, the hijack of
Sheik Yamani of Saudi
Arabia, the harass-
ment of the world by
the Fatah of Yasser
Arafat, the persistent,
destructive tenacity of
the LLR.A. te remain in
the memory of people,
the rescue of the Is-
raelis from under the
insane heel of Amin ...
and so many such. Are
these acts "“heroics” or
“heroism™?

Amid the rampages
of violence and cru-
eity. harassment.
deprivation and even
genocide — as has
been witnessed by the
Thamil victims of the
massacres within the
past 25 vears in Cey-
jon, now called b5ri
Lanka, when a gentle
truth is sounded and
set in motion — it may

“not be seen, but it can
be made to reverber-
ate only if the audience
can be made to listen.

Such a truth about a
perennial crime was
thrust into the focus of
the United Nations
Organisation for two
minutes of the world’s
time.

Mr Krishna Vaikun-
thavasan. a barrister-
at-law, now practising
in England, after hav-

ing served as magis-
trata im Zamhia and

having represented
significant legal insti-
tutions at internation-
al conferences, dared
to trespass upen the
UN premises and proc-
esses — and he dared
to say a small but mest
significant piece of
truth. :
On October 5, 1978,
after following the ac-
cepted procedure
within the \ssemble
— bowing to Mr Inde«
lacio l.iveano, the
President of the \s-
sembly - Mr Vaikun-
thavasan delivered the
following address:

“Mr President.
teaders of the world, if
oppressed minority

nations, such as Tha-
mil Eelam, cannot
make representations
to this supreme body.
then where are we to
go?

“My name is Krish-
na and [ come from a
21, million strong
nation of Thamil
Eelam lying between
‘Sri Lanka and India.

“The Sri Lanka
government is continu-
ing a policy of genocide
aimed at the destruc-
tion of the Thamil
nation.

“We have exercised
our right of self-deter-
mination; to live as a
separate nation,

“There is every
danger of the Thamil
problem threatening
the peace of the Indian
region.

“The problem in Sri
l.anka will develop to
be as serious as the
Palestinian and ~ Cy-
prus problems unless

vou. the world leaders,
intervene, and help in
its solution now. We
appeal to you for such
help.

“Thank you. | apole-
gise for speaking with-
out permission.”

DIGNITY

The UN guards
hustled Mr Vaikun-
thavasan away as the

appointed Foreign
Minister for Sri Lanka
approached the
rostrum.

The magnitude of
this act of gentle hero-
ism, at this point of
history, is reflected in
the quiet, non-violent
dignity and skill that
skirted legalities
which Mr Vaikuntha-
vasan would well have
known.

The delegates repre-
senting Sri Lanka had
listened at the World

Assembly to what his
country had ignored at
home — the operatives
being: the nation of
Thamil Eeiam, (the
traditional territory of
the Thamil-speaking
people for over 2500
vears|, the genocide
through regular mas-
sacres of these Thamil
people, the right of
self-determination
recognised as a basic
factor in nationhood,
and the factual concept
of the nation of Thamil
Eelam lIving between
sri Lanka and India. .
The world has heard
this voice. Has the
world listened? After

NATION VICTIM
OF GENOCIDE!

Heroism has been deserved in Man from a
time beyond memory — acts of bravery and
noble quality, hazardous and larger than life. It
has crept even into poetry as a heroic couplet.

such forceful repre-
sentation, through in-
trusion, at the World
Assembly of Nations,
must a people enter
into heroics and prob-
able retaliatory vio-
lence to achieve the
basic right of seif-de-
termination?

The voice repre-
sents a people in pain
— always in mental
anguish, often in the
vortex of physical per-
secution, without re-

course Lo any recog-
nised authority to in-
tervene.

The thousands of
bereaved are silent in
their grief hecause no-
one who hears will
either do or can do
anything against this
stifling, systematic
and strategically-regu-
lar brutality by this
nee-colonial tyranny
composed of a Sinha-
lese majority govern-
ment.

APPEAL

In the name of jus-
tice to mankind, 1 ap-
peal for support in this
right of the Thamil
people of Eelam to
determine their future
as an independent
country. In the final
analysis:

“Do aot ask for
whom the bell tolls;

it tolis for thee.” —

Dr GNANIL T. PERIN-
PANAYAGAM,
Batchelor.



MORNING STAR Saturday june 23 1979

A demand for an immediate halt to the arbitary
arrests of young Tamils was taken by these
demonstrators to the Sri Lankan High Commission
in London yesterday. :

The protest was organised by a co-ordinating
committee of bodies representing members of the
3-million strong minority in the Indian Ocean
island.

A letter handed in for the Presidemt of Sri
Lanka said his government appeared to
“embarked on a collision course against inter-
national opinion.”

‘End repression of Tamils’

The Tamil United Liberation Front’é President Mr. Sivasithamparam seen here receiving the copy of the amll Ee/a

It said that inhuman acts of torture and
imprisonment without trial, against which the
Tamils had campaigned for many years, were
continuing, despite an international outcry.

The human rights movement Carte (Campaign
Against Repression in Tamil Eelam) in another
letter, called for the release of all Tamil prisoners,
an end to tortures of suspects and prisoners,
and the withdrawal of Sinhalese armed forces
from the Tamil areas. -

Carte recently described the Tamils as “a nation
under military siege.”

L maes  uSA Y EEDeM

declaration from the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in Boston. From left to right: Mr. Sripathi, TULF
President Mr. Sivasithamparam, Governor Edward J. King, Marie Eiizabeth Howe (Deputy leader of Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Mr. Sritharan (Organiser and Secretary of Eelam Tamil Association of America).
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Homage to PATHMANABA and other EPRLF leaders —
My wife and | attended their Funeral in June 1990 — (Madras)

In April 1985, when LTTE was coopted into ENLF
(L to R) SRI SABARATNAM, PRABAKARAN, PATHMANABHA, BALAKUMAR
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Presenting MEMO to the POPE, Rome 1983
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HDRRIBI.E MASSACRE OF TAMIL YOUTHS

The un-BUDDHA behaviour of the Sri Lanka Government

147 taken into custody 18 reported missing

Photos are those of 27 year old Kanagaratnam Visvajothiratnam alias Inpam of Navaly South and his 29 year old brother-in-
law Saravanamuthu Selvaratnam. '

Both were arrested at their home around 1 a.m. on 14 July 1979 by a Police party who had gone in a car. The bodies were
found in the morning by the side of the Allaipiddy Road, Jaffna.

It could be seen that they had been tortured beyond human endurance.

The Government declared an Emergency to be operative in the Jaffna area (North Ceylon) on 12 July 1979 and this
Emergency is still on.

According to the latest authoritative information received on 4 August as many as 147 Tamil youths have been taken into
custody since the date of the declaration of the Emergency and their fate is in the hands of the Sinhala Police and Army.

The 60 million strong Tamil People throughout the World condemn this barbarous act of the Sri Lanka Sinhala Army and

Police. The Tamils deplore the Un-Buddha behaviour of the JAYAW ARDENE Government! Is JAYAWARDENE replacing
Amin?

" Published and issued by Eelam Tamils Association 53. Ashen Grove. Wimbledon London SW 19 8BL for Tamil Co-ordinating Committee (TCC). 58,
Warren Road. Colliers Wood. London SW19 2HY. .

August 1979
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265Y
12 Willingdon Crescent
New Delhi-110011, India

Augusat 27} 1979
Dear Mr Vaikunthavasan,

I have just received your letter of the 22nd
August and am horrified to see the enclosures,

The Janata Party Government is going out of
its way to be friendly with the present Government
of Sri Lanka, I doubt if they will wish to take up
the issue the sufferings of the Tamils in Sri 'Lanka.
At the moment all attention is on our election bhut
I shall see if it is possible to bring this issue
to the notice of the public in some other way.

Yours sincerely,

Indira Gandhi

Mr K Vaikunthavasan

Convenor

Tamil Co-ordinating Committee
SS Warrem Road

@olliers Wood

LONDON SW19 2HY

Warren Roed. Ccllieubyww. lLuo- gwnc IHY.”' Ashen Grove, Wimbledon London SW19 3BL for Tamil Co-ordinating Commiee (TCC). S,
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Mrs. Indira Gandhi says-

JANATA-U.N.P.

very

close

Mrs indira Gandhi, now leading opicion polls in India in the cominrg Premler
stakers, states that the ruling Javata Party is very close’’ with the UNP and will
not theiefore help solve the Tamil problem*

She says 10 in a letter to Mr. K. Valkunthavasan Convenor Tamil Co-ordi-
nating Comittee U. K. Mr Vaikunthavasan nad earlier written to her *‘to bring
ab ut a peaceful solution between the three minion Tamil speaking people
in Sri Lanka and the 11 Militon Sivhala majurity**

This is the full text of Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s repry to Mr.
Vaikunthawasan’s leiter

«‘Dear Mr. Vaikunthvasn,

1 have just received your
letter of August 22 and sm hori-
fied to sce the enclosures. The
Janata Party Goveroment is
going out of its way to be
friendly with the present
Government of Sri Laoka I
doubt if they will wish ro rake
up 1he issue of the sufferings
of the Tamills in Sri Lanka.

At the m~ment all atten‘ion
is on our el.¢ion but I shall
see if it is posible to bring this
issue to the notice of the pub-
lic in some other way. You:s
sincerely, (sgd) INDIRA
GANDHI

U. N.

Mr. Vaikuntbavasan was pro-
pel'ed into the headlines. in
November, 1978 when bhe
*piraied * the microrhone om
the speakers podium «f ‘he
U, N Assen bly when Foreign
Minister A. C. S. Hameced
was due to speak and announ-
ced to startled U. N, members
that ‘the Sri lLanka Govera-
ment is continuing a policy of
genocide . . .

In his letter to Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, Vaik unthavasan wrote,
The Tamil Co - ordioating
Conmittee which represents
thousands of Tamil and several
Tamil Organizaticns abroad
makes this appeal to you to
biirg abcut a pesceful solution
between the three million Tamil

speaking reorle i Sri Lanka
and the 11 million Sinbhsla ma-
jority. Our Committee acts
as the link with the T,U.L F,

at home and functiens
as it spokesman abroad We
are grateful to ycu for having
grapted an opportioity and
met with the Leader of the
T U. L F,

Mr. A. Aminrhalingam
during the course of bis recent
visit to India. We are on'y 100
conscious of the fact that you
are fully aware of the Tamil
problem in Sri Lanka......... a
leaflet issued in this connec-
tion is enciosed. Once again
we ghall bs very grateful if
yon will please use your infli-
ence and power to brirg about
a just and peaceful setilement.
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Tamilenes advokat, Krishna Vaikuntha Vasan i Bergen:
G ] J
Mana
t hj

Py :

l | q Or ge Advokat Krishna Vaikuntha Va-

san talte tamilenes sak for FNs

. generalforsamling — uten lov.

(Foto: @ivind Christensen).

Hun tilh¢"er en Java Maria Nainar er India-tamil, o; ‘er stats

Juridiske rettigheter noe sted 1 verden. Det er k:

undertry kt 09 henne noen i Norge? (Foto: Jan M. Lilleba).
statslgs minoritet

— Dersom Java Maria blir utvist fra Norge, er det ikke sikkert hun fir
Sri Lanka igjen. Og om hun fikk slippe inn,ville hun etter all sannsynlighe
for forfelgelse. Noen fremtid ville hun ikke fa i noen tilfeller.

Det er Krishna Vaikuntha Va-
san, som sier dette til Bergens gprgeENS TIDENDE ONSDAG 3. OKTOBER 1979
Tidende. Vasan er advokat i
London og leder for de under-
trykte tamilenes koordinasjons-
komité, en organisasjon som re-
presenterer, og arbeider for, ta-
miler over hele landet.
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RULULRUCENT KRTSHNA VATKUNTHAVASAN'S EUROPEAN PROPAGANDA TOUR FOR TAMIL EELAM capsg!  10-12.79

¥

Krishna Vaikunthavasan,the Convenor of the Tamil Co-ordinat-
ing Committee (UK), who last year addressed the Foreign Ministers
of the World in the U.N.General Assembly,Spearheaded another wave
of Propaganda and Campaign  for the Tamil Eelam Liberation strug-
" gle - this time in Paris and in Frankfurt.

" LE MONDE '* RECOGNISES TAMIL EFLAM STRUGGLE

“Le Monde" the French daily and world's most renowned and
prestigious newspaper (Certified Circulation 584,959) Published a
report of the press interview given by Mr. Vaikunthavasan.Follaw-
ing is the text and English Translation of the '"Le Monde'" report-~

ing. Sri-Lanka

® LA COMMUNAUTE TA-
MOULE DU SRI-LANKA EST

VICTIME DE « PERSECU-
TIONS » depuls l'instauration
d de létat d'urgence le 12 juil-
let dernier, a déclaré, mardi
13 novembre, & Paris, au cours
d'une conférence de presse

M° Krishna Valkunthavasan,
président du Comité de cook:
ENGLISH TRANSLATION: "The Tamil Community of | 380 tnedtdn belenks,
Sri Lanka has been for long the victim of con- la poiice et gtgzrg:e:  de pour-
tirued persecution, especially since the decla |ge tuer ies feunes Tamouls »,
ration of a State of Emergency on 12 July last"|%liil affimeé Seion lul. degx
stated Mr.Krishna Vaikunthavasan, Convener of |avoir été torturés en pleine rue,

Mr. Vaikunthavasan speaking at
the Frankfurt meeting .

. . . TVe uarante-sept ont été em.
the Tamil Co-ordinating Committee representing the Tamils living abroad, on 3’;’1‘;3,.& dep-usl?j:;l‘let ot un
Tuesday,13 November (1979) during the Press Conference which he held in Paris grand nombre a disparu.

to Correspondents of the leading Newspapers in France. He further declared
"the State of Emergency has given unbridled licence to the Police and the Army to hunt down,arrest,
torture-and kill Tamil youths". According to him, two youths were killed after having been in -
humanly tortured and their bodies flung on the public highway. 147 youths have been taken into cus-
tody since the Emergency in July and a large number of them has since disappeared.”

Mr. Vaikunthavasan met Mr.Maurice Courdault -Montagne, Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(Asia Section) and enlightened him of the Constitutional lapses of Sri Lanka. He also met Mr.Clemot
Director, OFPRA (Department dealing witk Refugees and those seeking political asylum). He also add-
ressed a meeting of over 300 Tamils in Paris, during a film show by the JFI Cine club.

IN FRANKFURT:
Mr. Vaikunthavasan attended and appealed for support for the Tamil Eelam liberation, at the

100th birthday Trotsky Commemoration meeting held in Frankfurt, Germany on November 1st. The P.L.0,
Libyan, Iranian and German representatives also took part and addressed the Meeting, where nearly
400 delegates representing every strata of German society participated. Mr. Vaikunthavasan in his
speech said: " COMRADES AND FRIENDSY

eesssescsels it not appropriate that I underline at this, which is basi-
cally in the nature of a workers' congress, the slavery conditions in which more than half a million
Tamil workers are forced to exist in Sri Lanka? in which other country in the wide world you find
half a million workers continuing to be stateless for over 20 years? they are neither citizens of
Sri Lanka nor citizens of India from where their forefathers were brought to work in the Ceylon tea
plantations about 100 years ago. The beneficiaries of the British planter who took them to Ceylon
are not interested to champion their cause! Is it not a fact that it is the Tamil worker who earns
the foreign exchange for Sri Lanka by his tea plucking? the Tamil workers and peasants will have to

join hands with the other sections of the Tamil community in the present struggle for Tamil Libera-
tion and for our very survival as a NatiONeeecesesses ”

His speecn was reproduced in the socialist press- " Arbeiter Presse " of 23rd November.
kunthavasan also addressed - Tamils of Frankfurt and of Monchen
Co-ordinating Committee of which Mr.
of the Eelam Tamil Cause.

Mr.Vai
gladbach while in Germany.The Tamil
Vaikunthavasan is the Convenor is dedicated to the propagation
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Why persecute

one group of

people only?

ON July 12 1979, a
Mr Kanagaratnam Visva-
Jothy Ratnam Inbam and his
brother-in-law, a Mr Selva-
ratnam, were taken from
thelr beds by Srl Lanka arm-
ed forces In Jafina, after
effecting entry into their
homes by force.

Thx':ere not seen allve
after arrest. Later, their
bodles were discovered __
borribly mutilated __ under a
bridge.

There were definite s
of brutal torture ore
death. They had been skin-
med alive as portions of thelr
bodies were skinless. Their
private parts had been
removed.

Their heads had been

adepted by the worst dictato-
rial regimes.

The father of Mr. Inbam,
that his son and

o
wf
il
i

and murdered by custodians
of the law!

We, Tamils of Sri Lanka,
fought side by side with
the present government for
independence, and although
30 years have passed, our
people still remain second
class citizens and are victims
of countless atrocities com-
mitted by the present gov-
*In 1977 lice began a dis.

n po a dis-
turbance in Jaffina which
spread throughout the island
and resulted In munder,

undmo::: Tamfils.

he police drmy were
responsible for many of these
crimes. The Red Cross, War
on Want, Oxfam and other
relief organisations were
prevented from helping the
45,000 refugees among our
people because Sri

denied that the Tamils had
suffered such disasters.

In 1958, we, Tamils had
been brutally attacked and
killed by the hundreds. After
the 1T971 '(lllls;'nrbmeu, n:lsgy
400 Tam sappeared -
out trace. These 400 do
not include the kmown dead.

The police and gy have

on

as
of the Northern and m
provinces of the island.

Tamil youths are denled
higher education and jobs.
Many nnocent youngsters
are arrested from time to
time..

The Sri Lanka president
must immediately order
his armed forces to desist
from attacking, harassing,
arresting without cause, tor-
turing and murdering Tamil

youths..

K. VAIKUNTHAVASAN
Convemer, Tamil
Co-Ordination Committee,
London.
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Recognise

PLO petition
campaign
Tamil
leader
backs
LO

SUPPORT continues to build
up for the News Line cam-
paign demanding that the Brit-
1sh government recognise the
Palestine Liberation Organ-
isation (PLO).

The campaign was backed
yesterday by K. Vaikunthava-
san, convenor of the Tamil
Coordinating Committee in
Britain.

He said: ‘The PLO already
has observer status at the Yn-
ited Nations and throughout
the world it is increasingly
being recognised as the mouth-
piece of the Palestinian
people.

‘It is the duty of every gov-
ernment, including the British
government, to grant it formal
recognition because it is
already de facto the spokes-
man, the representative of the
Palestinian people. :

‘After the Peoples Republic
of China came into being in
1949 it took several decades for
it to be admitted to the United
Nations as well as to be recog-
nised throughout the world.

‘Let there be no such delay
inL(f)ormal recognition of the

Adrian Hawke, branch sec-
retary of the Civil and Public
Services Association in Aber-
dare, South Wales, fully sup-
ported the call for recognition.
He said:

‘As your statement says,.

there can be no peace .in the
Middle East without the Pades-
tinians and no Palestine with-
out the PLO.

‘The British govestmnt's
role is particularly eriminal.
They backed Israel whe won't
stop short of launching a nue-
lear attack against the Arak
revolution.

Many countries have recog-
nised the PLO but behind ther
support I think many of them
still hold the middle ground,
for instance the leaders of the
Soviet Union.

‘The PLO need recognition
and more than moral support.’

For extra copies of the peti-
tion, please contact:

News Line
21b Old Town, Clapham

Loadon
Telophione 01 720 2000
Menday Decomier 10, 1979

..............................................
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o Vaikunthavasamn’s visit

CALL ON INDIAN PM
PUZZLES DIPLOMATS

(By Our Diplomatic Correspondent)
DIPLOMATIC quarters are puzzled as to the circums«
tances that led the Indian Premier, Mrs, Indira
Gandhi, to receive Mr, K, Vaikunthavasan, convenor of
the London based Tamil Co-ordinating Committee in
Delhi last month and receive from him a memorandum
highly critical of the policies of the Government of
Sri Lanka,
Mrs. Gandhi received the
memoranduin trom Mr, Vai-

kunthavasan on January 20
this year some days after
her spectacular veturn to

power.

Diplomatic sources “elieve
that Mrs. Gandhl would nod
have had the prior intimation
of the contents of the memo-
randun: or the actual pur-
pose of Mr. Valkunthavasan’s
call on her. The sources con-
tend that the Indian Pre-
mier would not have been &
willing party to an act of
impropriety since Mr. Val-
kunthavasan represents
secessionist rorces in Srl
Lanka. He has been openly
advocating the  separaiist
cause of Tamil extremists
and propagating it In several
eapitals of the world.

With this background, Mrs.
Gandhi’s gessure might give
encouragement to the sepe-
ratist forces in thls country.
India and Sr1  Lanka have
age old friendship based on
the dedicated principle of
Panchaseela — non-interfer-
ence of the internal affairs of
each other,

Obviously the serlous im-
plications of her meeting and
receiving & memorandum fromw
Mr. Vaikunthavasan critical
of the Government and polt-

eles  of 8ri Lanka have
been keps away from her.
My, Veaikunthavasan has
made eapital of this unfor
tunate situstion and has pub-
lished his mesting with Mra
Gandhi with photographs and
the ocontents of the memos

leeting with Indian Prime Minister, MRS INDIRA GHANDI, 28 January 1980

randum all over the world.
Diplomatic acurces are cer~

tain that had Mrs, Gandhi

been apprised of the actual

purpose of Mr, Vaikunthas
vasan’s visit to New Delhd

she would not have received
him.,

Further, Mr. Vaikunthaves
aan would have gate-crashed
into  her residence in the
glow of her victory and pree
sented the memorandum in

the same manner ss he did a$
the United Nations
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In memory

The passing away of K.C. Nythianantha
has removed a key figure from the Tamil
community; at a-time when his services
were most needed to help in the achieve-
ment of the obiective of the Tamils.
In the 1930’, in colonial Ceylon,
especially in it’s capital Colombo, for a
Government employee to attend office
in the national costume of Verti and
flowing banyan was obviously designed
to assert our national tradition and pride

S HANDY PERINBANAYAGAM

and not concerned whether the white "NYthi' -
masters and bureaucrats would be ruffled. .eghe.nd
This is what K.C. Nythianantha did; “';et'isme

that he continued wearing this dress
throughout his life is symbolic of the
mans quiet determifiation in pursuit of K.C.Nytha nantha,

his ultimate goal of national liberation,
it’s first manifest steps being on seeming- the Vetel:an .
ly small matters as one’s dress. trade unionist,
In the wake of India’s independence .
in 1947, the momentum for neighbouring diedon 1 2 JUIY 1980.

Ceylon’s freedom was stepped up by the
first-ever general strike by tens of thou-
sands of Government employees, of all
ranks, joined by numerically still more
private sector employees. Nythianantha
played a pivotal role in the conduct of
this strike, which. is remembered by all.

Although the strike was brutally
crushed (with the police shooting indis-
crimately at strikers, resulting in serious
injuries to several and the death of Kan-
dasamy), the colonial masters thought
the best way to act in the situation was to
come to a deal with the Sinhala majority
and accordingly power was transferred
to them on the 4th February 1948. The
plot had been hatched to destroy the
Tamils as a nation.

It is relevant to remember that if
not for Nythianantha and his band of
dedicated colleagues in the Public Service
Trade Union Movement, neither Kuene-
man nor Ilangalaratne would have
become political personages in 1947/8 as
a result of their election as MP’s.

K. Vykunthavasan At London meeting with Mr. S.C. CHANDRAHASAN

: Dr. THAYAPARAN, Dr. K. ARUMUGAM (S.C.0.T))
Published by Eros, Box BCM 488, London WC1 ‘ July 82 — London Wimbledon Centre
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INTERNATIONAL EDITION

The Neighbours

to ‘‘internationalise” the  long-
standing grievances of the 1.5 million Tamils.
Their basic grievance is that they are second-
class citizens. and victims of discrimination
m education, employment, and budgetary
allocations for development.
Last May. Tamil professionals living
i Boston succeeded in persuading the
Massachusetts Assembly to pass a unani-
mous resolution condemning the “‘oppres-
sion” of the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka.

Massachusetts Governor Edward King wrote v b y m m” M /I

to the then President Carter requesting his - f— b * : “ ' ‘"" iy
intervention in the matter as a “human rights’ ! - : : \\\“ ‘" “" ‘

ssue, and the Assembly took the step of 7Y \\\“\m i " !l‘
declaring May 21 Tamil ‘Eelam’ day. : ' ‘l"a R

Violence: An even more dramatic. if
somewhat unorthodox. demonstration was
the performance of K.Vaikunthavasan,
the London-based coordinator of Tamil
propaganda activities. He stole into the
United Nations building and took the rost-
rum a minute before Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Shaul Hameed was invited to
speak, and made world news by announcing
himself as the delegate from ‘Eelam’, a
country between India and Sri Lanka.

—MERVYN DE SILVA in Colombo

INDIA TODAY, FEBRUARY 1-15, 7881

T SRITHARAN & T THILLAIAMBALAM
The men behind the historic Massachusetts Resolution

With ARU GOPALAN and SIVANAYAGAM — Madras, 1990. 'POT-KO’ speaks



TAMILS WAN
STATE-IN-EXIL

TULF says qlle’

CONVENTION

The Rhodesia-style UDI call
was originally made in London in
October 1980 at a convention at
which the members of the opposit-
ion Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF) were present.

4
The TCC has been in existence
for a few years and its live-wire is
a one-time Sri Lankan trade
unionist K. Vaikunthayasan.

The Madurai conference was
decided at a meeting in London
resided over by the Editor of the
ndon Murusu (London Voice). It
was not a “conference” as such but
merely an attempt for a get-to-
gether of like-minded people.

TULF AGAINST UDI

The TULF has this month
openly criticised the TUDJ,
made originally in October,
1980 in London, They, though
some of their lawyers appear
in Madras, even for those
charged for smuggling gelig-
nite, do not want to have any
truck with the TCC or EROS.

It appears that the TULF is
slowly, but surely, weaning
from the varioug Tamil orga-
nisations from round the world.

As far ags the UDI call was
made some TULF members
have been presemt at the Lon-
don meeting. The vote in fav-
our would have been unani-
mous except for one solitary
vote—that 6f opposition leader,
Amirthalingam’s son who
voted against it.

Thi¥ 13 reported {0 e LR
reason for Mr Vaikypthevasan
to accuse Mr. Amirthalingam
and the TULF of boycotting
UDI for personal reasons

Sunday, December 20, 1981

BY MIGARA

Possibly they sensed a threat
1o themselves in this, Their
teadership was in dispute after
all, wasn't it? Imagine K. Vai-
kunthuvasam as the president
9f the interim state of Eelam
\and A Amirthalingam only the
Veader of the epposition of a
Parliament not even within
their territory.

At Madurai, the TCC and
some members of EROS had
asked delegates who had come
from around the wotll for the
World Tamil Research Confe-
rence to have a discussion on
the UDI announcement of hav-
ing a state in exile for Tamils.

Mr. Amirthalingam was

invited for this meeting and he
attended it in a small room in
a hostel where around forty to
fifty had assembled.

Most of the delegates had
spoken for the Declaration,
but Mr Amirthalingam is said
to have spoken 1last. had op-
posed it,

The friction betweeen Mr.
Amirthalingam and Mr. Vai
kunthavasan was only begin-
ning to prove. In fact one of
the reasons for Chief Minister,
M. G. Ramachandran, to have
clashed verbally with Mr,
Amirthalingam at the main
research  conference during
that period is said to be be.
cause Mr. Vaikunthavasan had
given a pamphlet to him on
UDI which Mr. Ramachandran
thought was an official TULF
document

During the summer in Lon-
don, Mr., Amirthalingam is
Jearnt to have met Mr, Vaiku-

thavasan, once again athis pri-
vate residence and re.iterated
what the TULF position was,
With this background,  the
TULF was probably surprised
to receive a letter dated Now-
ember 14 1981, froln London

signed Vaikunthavasam of the
T(%C regarding the definite declar-
ation on Tamil Thai Pongal Day
(January 14) for a State in exile.

By letter dated 26th November,

1981, Mr. Amirthalingam jointl
with the President of the gl‘
MP M. Sivasithamparam, replied
to Mr. Vaikunthavasam that the
TULF was against this move. They
wrote back asking the TCC not to
put the Tamils in Sri Lanka in a
worse plight than they already are
in.

Foreign Minister, A.C.S.
Hameed, flew almost unannounced
to the United Kingdom on Wed-
nesday night and it’s anybody’s
guess that it’s regarding UDI.

One major factor against a State
in Exile for the Tamils at present is
that it is highly unlikely that any
nation in the world would recog-
nise it. They do not have any
‘natural allies’ and even their
foreign policy is unknown.

The Poles during the war, the
Alfen'ans soon after the war and
Pol Pot of Kampuchea established
Government’s in exile. But they
had the recognition of many
countries. The Tamil UDI of
London would be even more help-
less than the former Rhodesian
UDI for at least Rhodesians (now
Zimbabwe) had a definite territory
called their own:

Expatriate Tamils in the United
States and even in England would
surely not run the risk of seeking
Soviet block support for the fear of
being called Soviet agents in those
anti-Soviet countries nor are there
any of them in the Soviet Union or
its block countries itself.

Sri Lanka has very good relat-
ions with all countries. And a state
in_Exile which is not recognised

will have no status in internation-
al affairs.
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COLOMBO - 20.12.1981
SEPARATISTS

URGE THE UN TO SEND
IN TROOPS TO LANKA

By JENNIFER HENRICUS

Sri Lanka’s diplomatic ndssions abroad and the
intelligence parties have made available to Governmeng
detalls of moves by groups of expatriace Tamils to
unilsterad.y declare the esiablishment of “Eelam”.

These reporis have revealed that the separatist
activists abroad, who are planning the Unilateral
Declaration of Independence (UDI) in Janfiary have em-
barked on publicising a demand for a Kampuchean style
“Government in Exile” for Eelam.

According to these reports one of the main leaders
of the campaign is Krishna  Vaikunthavasan, a London-
based lawyer who created a major furore at the United
General Assembly a few years ago when he tried to
“hijack” the rostrum at the time when Lanka’s Foreign
Minister A. C. S. Hameed was due to address the Assembly.

Vaikunthavasan who calls himself the Convenor of
the Temil Co-ordinating Committee (TCC) with an office
in Colliers Road, London, has already publicised a draft
resolution for the formation of the so-called ,“Interim
Provisional Government of Tamil Eelam”, which he says
will be known as the “London Resolution”. the reports
have revealed.

According to the draft the scheduled wate of the
UDI is the Thai Pongal Festival on January 14, 1982,

The reports on the Resolution have also revealed
that endorsements for the propaganda of the “Govern.
ment in Exile” i being supported by certain Indians.
The draft resolution of the TCC names a high ranking
member of the Indian Lok Sabhy as a supporter.

The TCC in its resolution also urges the United
Nations to take steps to ensure peaceful transfer =~ of
power from  the Sri Lanka  Government to the new
“Government in Exile” of Eelam. It also stresses that
the Security Council of the UN hag power to intervene
and send UN tosps to restore law and order.

According to-the reports reaching Government, the
TCC hardly hides its admiration of the Indian freedom
fighter, Subas Chandra Bose who proclaimed the forma-
tion. of a Provisional Government of Free India in
Singapore in 1943, A group of fanatics styling them-
selves ag “members of an organisation called Azad Hind
Sena” who stormed the Lankap Trade Mission in Bombay
last month too admitted to following Bose.

According to observers, what has irked most Lankans -
gtl})lroad is the new  move by the TCC to extort funds from

em,

Dtirifhg the tup icvel discussion last week  bet
the, TU]?I\'i and the Government, Mr. Amirthalingamw%eig-
%)cjlated tﬁis party from moves to make a UDI for the
elam state.

With SIR MUTHTHIAH CHETTIAR, December 1980
Madras University

THE WORLD
THAMIL EELAM
CONVENTION

Nanuet, New York
July 3rd & 4th, 1982
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Britan Eelam move

By “SUN" Diplomatic Correspondent

Diplomatic initiatives by the Government
have put a damper to plans by expatriate groups
abroad to unilaterally declare a state of Eelam.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “SUN”
learns, has briefed the governments of the
countries where the expatriate group’s activities

are concentrated.

These diplomatic initiatives were particularly concen-
trated on Britain where a Tami] co-ordinating committee
proposed to declare a government in exile in London on
January 14—Thai Pongal Day.

8, Gunasengs Mawatha, Colombo
12, P, 0. Box 1257, 23834,

January 18 1982
DESTINED TO
FALL

The so-called Unilateral

“There is no question of support, any kind of recogni-
tion or acknowledgement”, British High Commissioner Sir
John Nicholas told “SUN" yesterday. The activities of the
Tamil- co-ordinating committee are subject to the laws of
United Kingdom, he said.

Although a so-called Tamil co-ordinating committee has
said in London that a unilateral declaration of independence
would take place on January 14, the committee appears to
have run into problems on how to set about it.

Krishna Vaikunthavasan who claims to be a convenor
of the committee told “SUN” in a telephone interview from
London it has not yet been decided how the UDI would take
place. Asked whether the committee had decided to post-
pone the move, he said “the original date (January 14)
statnds. We have not yet decided how it has to be worked
out”,

He declined to comment, when asked whether th
British authorities had made any contact with the so-call
committee in regard to their activities.

“SUN" reliably learns that the British authorities
are checking on the credentials of several persons
believed to be associated with the committee, This
is t& ascertain whether they are legally entitled to'remain in
. ritain.

Meanwhile the Tamil United Liberations Front has
written to the TCC setting aut its position in regard to
UDI move, TULF President M. Sivasithamparam sai
yesterday. )

The TULF recently issued a statement dissociatinx
itself from the reported move of the London-based Tam
co-ordinating committee to unilaterally declare an indepen-
dent state of Eelam,

e ———
w Wednesday, January 6, 1082, SIS

Sri Lankan
expatriates’
move fails

COLOMBO, Jen. 5.
A move by some growps of Sn

Declaration of Independ-
ence (UDI) planned for
Thai Pongal was a flop.
The wrath of the heavens
in the form of a snow
storm descended on the
self proclaimed saviours of
the Tamil people who
whilst shedding crocodile
tears in London for the
suppusedly  discriminated
against Tamils were never-
theless willing to sacrifice
their brothers and sisters
to a blood bath in Lanka,

We are glad that the
TULF (the authoritative
representatives of  the
Jaffna Tamils did condemn
this crazy operation in no
uncertain terms. The TULF
being a responsible party
was quick to realise the
futility and the insanity of
such a declaration.

That the London exer-
cise was a flop and we hope
also a good lesson not only
to the expatriate rabble
bent on smearing the good
name of their own
motherland and to the few
youthful dissenters here in
Lanka.

The people of Jaffna
know that there is no
need for a UDI. Besides
the original UDI of the
Smith regime in Rhodesia
was moved against a
colonial power — Britain.
Not against the Zimbab-
wians, Indeed the ‘Tamils
know it was a ludicrous
thing to do and that there
was no sense in having a
government in exile for
an ethnic minority of Sri
Lanka,

Lankan expatriates in Europe and the
United States to set up 8 govemment-
in exile for the Tamil minority has failed,
the Sri Lankan Foreign Office revealed
here on Monday.

it said the Sri Lankan Government
had rmade representations to the authori-
ties in Britain where the conveners
of the group calling for a Tamil “Eelam”
had their headquarters.

Therhaingroupof ~7. Zriates, describ-
ing itself as the "Tamil Coordinating
Committee” in a “London resolution”
had called for the setting up of a
government-in-exile following a "

; . declaration of i
to be issued on January 14.

Sources said the British Government
was checking on the conveners’
credentials in order to see whether
they were legally entitted to reside
in Britain.

The Opposition “Tamil United Libera-
tion Front” had earler condemned the
expatriates’ move saying # would
jeopardise the talks between Tamil
representatives and the Sr Lankan
Government.

Meenwhile, the Sri Lankan Defence

Ministry has ordered the strengthening
of police forces in North and East

Lanks. _ UNIOPA,



Public (Foreigners-II) Department
Letter No0.10147/82-2 Dated 5th November 1982

From
R: Kirubhakaran, 1.A.S.,
Joint Secretary to Government,
Fort St.George,
Madras-9

To
Thiru Krishna Vaikunthavasan.

Sir,

Sub:— Foreigners — Thiru Krishna Vaikunthavasan —
Sri Lanka National — Deportation orders issued.

Ref.— Govt. of India, Ministry of Home Affairs,
' Telex N0.25022/107/82/F.VIII dated 5.11.1982.

Reproduced below is an order issued by the Govt. of India under Section 3 of the
Foreigners Act, 1946 (Central Act 31 of 1946) requiring that you should leave India
forthwith: (The Government of India order reads:)

“It has been decided that it is necessary in the interests of the general
‘public of India to make an order under Section 3 of the Foreigners Act
1946 (31 of 1946) in respect of Mr. Krishna Vaikunthavasan, Sri Lanka
national holder of Passport No. GO-108036 dated 27.5.1982 issued at
London. Accordingly, in exercise of the powers conferred by the said
section read with paragraph 3 of the Foreigners (Exemption Order 1957),

‘the Central Government hereby orders that the said person should be
made to leave India today itself”.

2) Accordingly you are directed to leave India today itself.

Yours faithfully,

~\

% _ ot



11.11.82

Minor demo at Madras Airport
India deports
Vaikuntavasan

By Ranil Waerasinghe

Eelam activist Krishna Val.
kuntavasam, a Lankan residing
in Lendon, who was tuken into
custody by the Madras Police
on Saturday was deported from
India the same day.

This deportation .came in
the wake of a telex message to
the Madras authorities from
the Indian government that
the 6l-year-old harrister be im-
mediately sent out of the
country in the interest of the
general public of India,

‘SUN’ learns that the swift
action by the Indian autho-
rities had come following in-
tellicence revorts that Vaikun-
tavasamy was hoping to  an-
nounce the formation of an in-

terim provisicnal government
in Madras.
This move by the Indian

government is said to have re-
sulted in the cancellation of a
meeting which had been orga-
nised by B. Nedumanan, leader

L

of the Kamraj Congress Party
for later in the aay.

Vaikuntavasam who had torn
up his Sri Lankan passport on
arrest by the Madras Police,
claiming that he did not be
long ¢o the country was how
ever provided with another
emergency passport to ensble
him to enter England.

In view of the fact that
“Eelam” is not recognised in-
ternationally, the nationality
entered in the passport read’
‘Sri Larnkan.

Immediately prior to his
departure a few persons had
staged a demonstration out-
side the Mad=ac Airport.

Lanka’s Deputy High Com-
missioner in Madras. Newton
Samarasinghe told ‘SUN* that
on Saturday he had been in-
formed that the Lankan
national Vaikuntavasam was to
be deported. Later, he had
issued an emergency passport
to the London based activist
who had been deported the
same day.

Sunday Journal-News

13
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Staff pto - Art Sarnc

Dr. Edward Benedict, left, and Dr. Winston Panchacharam
at the World Thamil Eelam Convention Saturday in Nanuet.
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INDIAN EXPRESS

8.11.82

Sri Lankan
detained in City,
to be deported

By Our Staft Reporter

A Sri Lankan national, Krishna
Vaikurida Vasan (61), was detain-
ed by the City police on Saturday.
for deportation,

The Sri Lankan was staying in
the City as guest of Mr. Nedu-
maran, TNKC leader, for the past
one week. He was detalned follow-
ing a telex massage from the
Union Government seeking his
deportation from India immedia-
tely in the Interest of general
public of India.

Mr. Vaikunda Vasan surprised
the police when he took out his
Sri Lankan passport and tore it
up saying that he did not belong
to that country.

The deportee, presently living in
London, is a retired judge of Zam-
bla, and is working for the cause
.0of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

It was Krishna Valkunda Vasan
who barged into the UN Assembly
two years ago while it was in
session, seized & mike and appealed
to delegates to support the cause
of “Tamil Eelam”.

INDIAN EXPRESS

7.11.82

Vaikuntavasan
surprised

Krishna Va'kuntavacan, Tamil
Eelam leader, on Sunday night ex-
pressed surprise at his deporta-
tion.

Before boarding an aircraft
bound for Bombay, he told UNI:
“I have done nothng to embar-
rass the QGovernment of India. 1
am being bundled outof the coun-
try without even being - served
with a show-cause notice”.

He sald he had come to Indla
on a visa issiied by the Indian
High Commisson in London and
valid for three months.
edMlla" Vaikprtl-t?ﬁzasan was escort-

y an intelligen offic
thre flight, gence lal on
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CEYLON DAILY NEWS

25.4.83
(T. Sabaratnam pe-

porting from
New Delhi)

~Rao speaks out

Indian Foreign Minis-
ter Narasimha Rao
yesterday said

About the terrorist
movement in Jaffna,
he said: “India’s policy

on the agitation in Sri
Lanksa for & separate
Tamil state s weli
known, We have con-
sistently maintained
that this is an internal
problem for Sri Lanka
to resolve, My Govern-
ment scrupulously abi-
des by this position,
“May 1 point out
that we arrested the
terrorists who were in-
volved in a shoot-out
in Madras last year and
they are currently
being tried under In-
dian law, We also re-
quested a prominent
Tamil activist, Vaikun-
thavasan, to leave India
when we learnt that he
was trying to set up a
self-styled
government-in-exile.”

ISLAND 11.11.82

eTears up Sri Lanka passport

India depams

er

mGuntavamn

A Sri Lankan national, Krishna
Vaikunta Vasan (61) was detained
by the City Police on Saturday,
for deportation, the ‘Indian
Express® has reported,

The Sri Lankan was staying in
the City as guest of MrNedu-
maran, TNKC leader, for the past
one week, He was detained
following a telex message from
the Union Government sesking
his deportation from India imme-
diately in the intcrests of general

public of India.

Ms. Vaikunta Vasan surplised
the Pclice avhen he took out his
Sri Lankan passport and tore it
up saying that he did not belong
to that country,

The deportee, prescatly living
in London, 5 a retired Judge of
Zambia and is working for the
cause of Tamilsin Sri Lanka.

It was Krishna Vaikunty
Vasan who baiged into the UN
Astzmtiy two ysars ago whils
it was in Session, seized a mike
and apgpealed to delegntes to
support  the caus2 of ““Tamil
Felamn™,



Review

regional English paper in

Saturday

Sri Lanka

EEE8

November 13, 1982,

What caused
Yaikunthavasan’s

deportation?

Did a false alarm that
London Barrister Krishna
Vaikunthavasan was getting
ready for the setting up of
an Interim Provisional
Government of  Thamil
Eelam in Tamil Nadu cause
his deportation from India
last Saturday?

This is the speculation in
Tamil Nadu political circles
who say that the Indian
Government now in the
process of grappling with
the separatist Akali agita-
tion in the Punjab did not
want to risk any publicity
concerning a  separatist
agitation in a neighbour-
ing country to befoul the
political  atmosphere in
India, particularly = when
the Indian = Government’s
negotiations with the Akali
leaders had reached a
critical and delicate stage.

Mr. Krishna Vaikuntha-
vasan who was in Tamil
Nadu as the guest of the
Tamil Nadu Kamaraj Con-
gress Leadét Mr. P. Nedu-
maran surprised the Police
when he took out his Sri
Lanka passport and tore
it up saying that he did not
belong to that country.

It will be remembered
that Mr, Vaikunthavasan
sponsored a resolution at
the World Thamil Eelam
Convention held in New
York last July for the
setting up of an Interim
Provisional Government of
Thamil Eelam. This resolu-
tion was however not
passed at the Convention
but referred to the Libera-
tion Council which was
set up with the blessings
of the TULF Leader A.
Amirthalingam.

Meanwhile in a working
paper circularised in Lon-
don by the Tamil Eelam
Co-ordinating  Committee
recently a blue-print  for
the setting up of a Provi-
sional Government was
outlined.

The working paper states
inter alia:

“The Free French had
a provisional Government
in exile first in Algeria and
then in the UK during the
Second World War which
was recognised by the Al-
lies. Subhas Chandra Bose
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had a provisional Indian
National Government dur-
ing the Japanese occupa-
tion which was recognised
by Japan and other Axis
Powers. Even during
peace time Jawaharlal
Nehru presided over an
interim  Government in
India which is a form of
provisional government
pending the transfer of
political power by Britain
to the people of India.
Even today there is a
provisional Government in
Wales in the United King-
dom which is recognised
by only the people of Wales
and those  organisations
which are in sympathy with
the Welsh claim for separate
nationhood.  Thus provi-
sional governments exist
under  varying = political
situations and in various
forms. . ..

IN MADRAS, BOSTON

OR PARIS

“At present, a number of
provisional  Governments
function in different parts
of the world such as the
Iranian Government  in
exile in France headed by
Bani Sadr, its former Presi-
dent, the Kalistan Govern-
ment (Punjab) in Canada,
the Welsh Government in
Wales.

“The PLO is likely to
form its Government in
exile in the near future.

“The Thamil Govern-
ment naturally has to be
formed in Thamil Eelam.
If this is not possible in
the immediate future, then
the next place would be
India (Madras) or Boston
or Paris....”
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March 6,

1982

We publish below the full
text of a Press Release
issued by Krishna Vaikun-
thavasan, Convener Tamil
Co-ordinafing Committee:
Editor
Saturday Review

55, Warren Road,
Colliers Wood
London SW 12HY9.

As the storm of contro-
versy which preceded the
Declaration of the Tamil
EBelam independence on Pongal
Day (14th January) is moving
away, it becomes necessary to
review the whole matter in
its truc perspective. Also the
question that naturally grips
the mind of every politically
conscious Tamil is What next?

As it is now well known,
the Declaration was properly
made with all solemnity in
a very appropriate form, na-
mely the United Nations
Headquarters in New York.

Again appropriately it is the
Tamil patriots who took the
injtiative and made the his-
toric Massachusetts Resolu-
tion and Declaration possible
in 1979 who have now made
the Independence Declaration,
supported of course by many
others from New York as
from distant places.

Now to the gquestion,-
What next?

The Leadership of the-
Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) has still a crucial role
to play. All types of attacks
were made against the TCC
and its Convenor in a desper-
ate effect to prevent them from
making the Declaration in
London. No ene from the TCC
ever said that the Declara-
tion would be made inLondon.
All along from the time we
passed the resolution in August
1980, the omly issue was the

Saturday Review

T.U.L.F. leadership
and the U.D.l.

making of the Declaration
iteelf om Pongal Day 1982.
Indeed we would have been
jubilant if the TULF made
the Declaration in Tamil
Eelam on Pongal Day. But,
the Leadership became fright-
ened like little girls and even
tried all tricks to frighten
others also by scare stories
of a new bloodbath etc. as
if Tamil genocide plans could
become worse than the mad
burning down of the presti-
gious Jaffna public library
with its 97,000 precious books
and irreplaceable manuscripts.

that the Declaration was to
be made in New York and
not in London, it is possible
that the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment would have sent its
External Affairs Minister Mr.
Hameed to sec theUS Authori-
ties instead of his secret
trip to London well before
Pongal Day to meet Mrs.
Thatcher, the British PM, in
an effort to put a stop to
the Declaration in London.
The TULF Leadership also
would have extended its smear
campaign ' against the Ameri-
cap Tamils.

by Krishna Vaikunthavasan

When we knew that the
Leadership was not going to
do it, then we did the next
best thing to make the Decl-
aration in the World Forum
itself—the U. N. If we had
made it public beforehand

We know all the time that
Mr, Jayewardene’s UNP Go-
vernment continues to be aga-
inst the very idea of independ-
ence for Tamils and obviously
therefore against any step

T
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towards Tamil freedom. But
what has intrigued us, is Mr.
Amirthalingam’s sha mef ul
attitude, especiaily after the
so-called 6 months “morato
rium” no-Eelam talks with
Mr. Jayewardene?

Some ask: Who gave the
Authority to the TCC, inthe
first place, to decide on such
matters as the said Indepen-
dence Declaration?

We reply: Who gave the
mandate to the TULF Lead-
ership to come to an agree-
ment with Mr. Jayewardene
to stop talking about Eelam
Independence for 6 months?
What happens after this 6
months? General Elections?
Tamil MPs to go to the
ancient Kotte Sinhala
Kingdom?

The truth is: Questions Of

authority are raised only when
what is to be done is aga-
inst the the interests of those
who make the query, at the
given time.

Now, when [ addressed
the General Assemely of the
United Nations in New York
(5-10-78) and raised for the
first time the issue of Tamil
Freedom (incidentally also the
fate of such Nations as the
Basques) no one in the world
gave me any authority/man-
date, Indeed no one knew-—
not even my wife—that I was
going to address the UN.

But because what I did at
that time suited the think-
ing patterns of the TULF
Leadership, vir.Amirthalingam
praised me (in his foreword to
the booklet-“The Tamil Eclam
Nation aed the UNO);-
‘Tamil Nation owes a debt
of gratitude for that master
stroke,” and Mr. Sivasitham.
param on his return from
Boston after his brave addr-
ess to the Honourable em-

Saturday Review

e

bers of the Massachusetts
State Assembly in viay 1979)
at a big public meeting held
in London said:- “What Mr.
Vaikunthavasan has donc at
the UN reminds m¢ of the
first words utterea by Neil
Armstrong - as soon as he set
foot ‘on the Moon:- “This is
one step for man; but a giant
step for mankind”,

That is how both the TULF
Leaders responded then. I
have nothing personal against
these leaders. After all, it is
true that Mr. Amir'halingam
has been in politics for the
adult part of his life. True.
He keeps on repeating that
he has been at it for over
34 years. So, What?

it is not th¢ number of
years — it is not the period of
time you have been at it—
What counts is the Net Result.

Talking, repeating, We are
for Tamil Eclam is not going
to deceive the Tamil people
any mniore. Because TULF
candidates get elected as aga-
inst the UNP, it does not
mean that the people endorse
and give you the mandate
for whatever you do. We must
be realistic. At the DDC ele-
ctions, it is true that the
people voted for the TULF.
But the crucial point is: As
against anti-Tamil UNP, any
candidate who says he stands
for Tamil Freedom is natu-
rally preferred. So that is how
the Tamil TULF gets the
mandate as against the  Sin-
hala UNP. Mr. Amirthalingam
can't therefore boast that the
Tamils are giving him a
mandate for. everything he
does.

The mandate was given at
the July 1977 General Elec-
tions to secure freedom, self
respect and dndependincs for
the Tamils. In the context
it was given it meant only
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one thing:- The attainment
of a Sovereign, Indepen-
dent and Socialist Eclam.

In all earpestness, we ash
Mr. Amirthalingam:- Pleasc
tell the Tamils (without ver-
biage), in point form:- What
have you done for the last
4} years to achieve the goal?
Any solid,positive step taken?
True, when the Tamils are
hit, killed, raped and other-
wise injured and destroyed,
some MPs run.to New York,
London ete. (even Taiwan),
often on invitations from
Tamils (Boston included); them
address public meetings, hold
discussions etc. But with what
result?

As we  correctly anticipated
the Pongal Declaration has
generated so much of poli-
tical clout both in Ceylon
and outside. A journsiist of
international standing, Mervye.
de Silva, sent a report te the
BBC on the significanda and,
implications of the Declakétion
which was duly broadcsst by
the BBC in its THAMIL
OSAI and many other lang-
uages on 12th January. The
TIMES, London, had a news
item on 16th January on our
Declarations. B

The making of the Indep:
endence Declaration in New
York must now serve to jolt
the TULF to summon the
National Assembly of TAMIL
EELAM. as they promised
in 1977,

For nearly 400 years the
Eclam Tamils have beea vader
foreign domination. Now that
a great step towards our free-
dom has been taken on Pongal
Day, Let us take stock of the
developing situation both in
Ceylon and outside and then
proceed to the next stage.

Krishna Vaikunthavasan
Convener, TCC.
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TCC EXPLAINS

TAMIL TIMES
By

UDI - WHAT NEXT? &, Yeikunthavasan

As the storm of controversy which
preceded the Declaration of the Tamil
Eelam independence on Pongal Day (14th
January) is moving away, it becomes
necessary to review the whole matter in its
true perspective. .

As it issnow well known, the Declaration
was properly made with all solemnity in a
very appropriate forum, namely, the
United Nations Headquarters in New
York.

Again appropriately it is the Tamil
patriots who took the initiative and made
the historic Massachusetts Resolution and
Declaration possible 1. 1979 who have now
made the Independence Delaration, sup-
ported of course by many others from New
York as well as from distant places.

Thillaiampalam Sri Kanthan deserves our
continuing support for his grit, deter-
mination and exemplary courage in taking
the lead by successfully carrying out the
Declaration.

Now to the question, What Next?

The Leadership of the Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF) has still a crucial
role to play. All types of attacks were made
against the (TCC) and its Convener in a
desperate effort to prevent them from
making the Declaration in London. No one
from the time we passed the resolution in
from the TCC ever said that the
Declaration would be made in London. All
along from the time we passed the
resolution in August 1980. Indeed we
wculd have been Jubilant if the TULF
made the Declaration in  Tamil
Eelam on the Pongal Day. But, the
Leadership became frightened and even
tried all tricks to frighten others also by
scare stories of a new blood bath etc. As if
Tamil genocide plans could become worse
than the mad burning down of the
prestigious Jaffna Public library with its
97,000 precious books and irreplaceable
manuscripts. '

When we knew that the Leadership was
not going to do it, then we did the next best
thing - to make the Declaration in the
World Forum itself - the UN. If we had
made it public beforehand that the
Declaration was to be made in New York
and not in London, it is possible that the
Sri Lanka Government would have sent its
External Affairs Minister Mr. Hamid to see
the US Authorities instead of his secret trip
to London well before Pongal Day to meet
Mrs. Thatcher, the British PM, in an effort
to put a stop to the Declaration in London.
The TULF Leadership also would have
extended its smear compaign against the
American Tamils.

We know all the time that Mr.
Jayawarden's UNP Government continues
to be against the very idea of independence
for Tamils and obviously therefore against
any step towards Tamil freedom. But what

has intrigued us, is Mr. Amirthalingam’s
shameful attitude, -especially after the
so-called 6 months ‘‘moratorium’ no-
Eelam talks with Mr. Jayawardene?

Some ask: who gave the Authority to the
TCC, in the first place, to decide oz
such matters as the said Independence
Declaration?

We reply:- Who gave the mandate to the
TULF Leadership to come to an agreement
with Mr. Jayawardene to stop talking
about Eelam Independence for 6 months?
Then what happens after this 6 month’s?
General Elections? Tamil MPs to the
ancient Kotte Singhala Kingdom?

In Our last issue, readers will recall, we
editorially commented and published
certain reports in connection with the
London based Tamil Co-ordinating Com-
mittee’s UDI move. At that time, we had
no information about Mr. T. Sri Kanthan
and some others having presented a UDI
petition at the United Nations in New
York.

Now, Mr. K. Vaikunthavasan, in his
capacity as Convenor of TCC has told our
correspondent that the TCC never
officially met and decided to indefinitely
postpone the announcement of UDI as
reported by us in our last issue, and that

* the only decision that was made at an

informal meeting of the TCC held on 12
January 1982 was not to take any action in
regard to UDI in London on 14.1.82.

Mr. Vaikurithavasan has since -issued a
press release with a request 10 us that it be
given publicity.. While we have no
hesitation to accede_to  his request, we
stand by our report about the decision by
the TCC to postpone the UDI announce-
ment having confirmed the correctness of
our report with other members of the TCC.

SN : : - Editor

The truth is:.Questions of authority are
raised only when what is to-be done 15
against the interests of those who make the
query, at the given time.

Now, when I addressed the General
Assembly  the United Nations in New
York (5. 10. 78) and raised for the first
time the issue of Tamil Freedom
(incidentally also the fate of such Nations
as the Basques), no one in the world gave
me any authority/mandate.

But because what I did at that time suited
the thinking patterns of the TULF
Leadership, Mr. Amirthalingam praised me
(in his Forword to .the booklet - “The
Tamil Eelam Nation. and UNO):-
““Tamil Nation owes a debt of gratitude for
that master stroke’’.

That is how the TULF Leader ‘res-
ponded then. I have nothing personal
against these leaders.

February 1982

PETITION
PRESENTED
AT UN
A delegation from ‘Indepen-
dent Tamil Eelam - 1982’ led by
Mr. T. Sri Kanthan visited the
offices of the United Nations

on January 14, 1982 and pre-
sented a document entitled

“DECLARATION OF IN-
DEPENDENCE FOR
THAMIL EELAM.”

The delegation comprised of T. Sri
Kanthan, R. Shanmugalingam, D. Chan-
mugam, and T. Sritharan, all living in the
United States. ;

The Original of the Declaration was read
before the officials of the United Nations

and signed by the delegates in their
presence.
The following is the text of the

acknowledgment of the Declaration and is
signed by Pillar Downing and dated 14
January 1982: '

“This afternoon, a delegation of ‘‘In-
dependent Tamil Eelam 1982’ composed
of Mrs. R. Shanmugalingam, Thillai-
ampalam Srikanthan, Duraisamy Chan-
mugam and Thillaiampalam Sritharan of
Sri Lanka, visited this office and presented
a copy (attached) of a petition named
‘‘Declaration of Independence for Thamil
Eelam.”

‘“The Original of this petition was at the
Petitioner’s request kept for the use of the
Delegation presenting it. R

‘“This office explained that the attached
copy will be transmitted for information to
the Division of Human Rights.”’

The January 1982 issue of Tamil Times,
reported the postponement of the UDI
move by the London based Tamil Co-
ordinating Committee. At that time, Tamil
Times was not in possession of any

.information about the presentation of the

petition on 14. 1. 82 by the American
Tamil Delegation.
S

Talking, repeating, ‘‘we are for Tamil
Eelam’’ is not going to deceive the Tamil
people any more. Because TULF candi-
dates get elected as against the UNP, does
not mean that the people endorse and give
you the mandate for whatever you do. We
must be realistic. At the DDC elections, it
is true that the people voted for the TULF.
But the crucial point is: As against
anti-Tamil UNP, any candidate who says
he stands for Tamil freedom is naturally
preferred. So that is how the Tamil TULF
get the mandate as against the Singhala
UNP.
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THE U.D.I. MOVE

TULF DISSOCIATES

““No one can arrogate to himself the right

to take any action fraught with serious
consequences to the Tamil people in
Ceylon’’, so declared the Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF) in a strongly
worded statement made in connection with
the Unilateral Declaration of Indepen-
dence of Tamil Eelam move by the
London based Tamil Co-ordinating
Committee (TCC).

Following a unanimous . decision of the
Working Committee of the TULF to
dissociate itself from the UDI move, Mr.
M. Sivasithamparam, MP, President of
the TULF and Mr. A. Amirthalingam,
MP, Leader of the Opposition and
Secretary General of the TULF issued a
joint statement, the excerpts of which are
as follows:

‘““We are fully convinced that this is
ill-advised and will not advance the Tamil
cause one wee bit.

“‘We informed them that the fate of the

Tamil nation had to be decided by the

people themselves, and that no one can
arrogate to himself the right to take any
action fraught with serious. consequences
to the Tamil people in Ceylon.

‘‘Again when this matter was raised at a
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Emergency ends
in Sri Lanka

) Colombo. - The state of
emergency declared in  Sri
¢ Lanka in August last year
4 when 12 people died in
[ communal riots was allowed
4 to lapse at the weekend. The
4 emergency was extended last
4 month  after reports that
: Famils living in Britain and
4 the United States intended to
4
[
[
[
4
4
{

PPy

make a unilateral declaration
of independence of a Tamil
state of Eelam in Sri Lanka
and it was feared that this
could  cause unrest.

muves did not materialize.
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conference of-overseas Tamils in January
1981 at Madurai in India, we categorically
rejected any such adventurist action and
requested them to drop this move.

‘“‘When the Secretary General of the
TULF met the members of the TCC in
London in June, 1981, they were informed
that the TULF dissociated itself from the
proposed action on the principle that a
decision to declare independence had to be
taken by the people through their
accredited representatives with a full

realisation of the consequences of such
action and not by a group living thousands
of miles away insulated from the effects of
their action and responsible to no one for
what they did.

“If, in spite of those repeated warnings
and advice, anyone takes it upon himself
to indulge in an action, for which he has
no authority from the people concerned,
the TULF has to make public its
dissociation from such a declaration on
behalf of the Tamil Nation, who gave the
TULF their mandate to win their freedom,
which objective the TULF is pursuing with
a full sense of its responsibility.”

13, P, O, Box 1257, 23484,

7 December 21 1981

GOVERNMENT
IN EXILE

The London Tamils are
obviously out to create
Raos in Lanka and the gov.
erwinent is determined not
to be caught napping. It is
dotermined to crackdown
o any form of violent acti.
pism thai may be launched
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ty Tigers in Sri Lanka to
csincide with  this  new
London offensive,

We commend the TULF
Jor its forthright condem~
wction of both the London
Temils and the UDI, The
TULF knows that this is a
campaign planned to jeo.
pordise the new and friend.
Iy dicloguz now proceeding
belween  itsclf and the
yebing pariy.

The government has de.
ez to extend the state of
erergeney ot the weke of
tive miueh publicised sinis-
ey plan of the Tamil Co-
criating  Committee in
Lwadow  jor the Uni.

perdence of a State o©f
Eelam on Junuary 14.

The ill conceivea crusad:
for a separatist state is now
old hat as far as the Tamils
of Lanka are concerned.
It is only a few misguided
groups living abroad and
out of time with the aspira.
tions. of their people that
still demand it.

The futile-exercise to
establish a ‘government in
exile’ which» these political
opportunists styling them.
selves as ‘Tamil Co.ordi.
nating Committee’ are in.
tent on is @ fleeting dream
induced perhaps by the
cold and the hardships of
the omsetting severe Win.
ter in that part of the
worlds
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TAMIL TIMES

JANUARY 1982

A WELCOME DECISION

We welcome the decision of the Tamil Co-ordinating
Committee of London to postpone indefinitely their move
to - unilaterally declare independence and set up an
interim government in exile of Tamil Eelam.

We believe that the Tamil people of Sri Lanka are
entitled to their inalienable right of self-determination and
this implies the creation of a separate state if they so
desire. Whether and when and in what circumstances that
right should be exercised is a matter for the Tamil people
to decide through their accredited leadership, both inside
and outside Parliament. What we are certain about, and
we believe non-debatable is that any move in that
direction should enjoy the support of the vast majority of
the Tamil people living in Sri Lanka. No decision or
SJormula, however well intentioned, should be super-
imposed on the people against their will. The expression
of that will can only manifest through the political
institutions they themselves have created and which are
directly accountable to them.

Various views have been expressed about the UDI
move, some severely critical. We do believe that there are
also sections of Tamils who consider that the move should
have been proceeded with. However, taking into
consideration the probable serious consequences that
would have been inevitable if the move had been
proceeded with, and taking into account the controversy
that had been aroused as to the advisability and timeliness
of the proposal at this juncture, we are of the view that
the decision of the TCC to postpone was a wise one.

The very fact that a date for the declaration of unilateral
independence was fixed and some groups did in fact take
certain token steps on 14th January show alert the
authorities to their responsibility to resolve ihe ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka. If they do not, posterity will not
Sforgive them for the inevitable consequences that are
bound to follow by their inaction.

Cuy fl@f Sewawr
1909—1969
wpweiéNs slleap
weg &g Fali

ANNA - First DMK Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu

Mr. A. T. S. RATNASINGHAM

[Shri Ganapathy Temple, Wimbledon]

On the occasion of the release

of one of my books in Madras, 1990

— with POT-KO, THAMIZLKUDIMAGAN
& S C CHANDRAHASAN
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INTERNATIONALISATION OF THE
EELAM STRUGGLE: A REVIEW

by Sachi Sri Kantha
University of lllinois, Urbana, lllinois 61801, USA.

4. PUBLICITY

The last of the strategy, pu licity, is still in its infancy,
and this may be in part due to lack of funds. One
notable example of this strategy was made by
Krishna Vaikunthavasan, when the United Nations
General Assembly was in session, during Oc¢t. §978.
On 5th October, 1978, the B.B.C. World News
reported:—

‘At the U.N. General :Assembly, there has been a
demonstration in support of th#;,?' amil minorily in Sri
Lanka. Just as the Sri Lankan ‘Foreign Minister was
approaching the rostrum to speak, a man rushed
forward and said, he wanted to make an appeal on

behalf of the Tamils, who he said were victims of Quitwri ». Cau. @urwsrd
genocide by the Sri Lanka government. At that point 1879 - 1973

the microphone was cut off and the man was led suliflen arapéPavw s
away by a guard. The protestor was later identified as CorpmRsswni; s wé

a former Sri Lankan judge, now living in Londbn.’ A
~ (Thamil Eelam in 1982; p.22)
The official version of this incident, as reported by the
‘United Nations Official Bulletin’, is as follows:
‘... That other General Assembly incident is of the
‘foreign minister’ of Sri Lanka. How the London
Barrister, Krishna Vaikunthavasan, ever managed to
reach the rostrum to deliver his impassioned two-
minute appeal on behalf of Sri Lanka’s Tamil minority
is still a mystery. As soon as President Indalecio
Liveano realised Vaikunthavasan was not the real
Foreign Minister, Sahul Hamid, a switch was thrown
cutting off the imposter’s microphone and guards
hustled him out of the hall. . .’
{United National Official bulletin, Oct.9, 1978;
quoted in Thamil Eelam in 1982; p.23)

Fi@mwerws avw_aur

PERIYAR E.V. RAMASAMY

Reputed Sri Lanka journalist, Reggie Michael, writing
in the ‘Independent’ of October 13, 1978 observed:—
‘Did Krishna Vaikunthavasan, the Ceylonese who
created history at the United Nations Assembly by
being the first ever, uninvited, gate-crashing, non-
delegate to speak from the speaker’'s podium have an
accredited foreign delegate as an accomplice?’

‘Speculation points to the accomplice being from the
Afro-Arab bloc, which along with Asia dominates the
U.N. Vaikunthavasan was also a Marxist. Whoever his
accomplice was, both friend and foe admit that
Vaikunthavasan’s spectacular U.N. raid had the same
publicity impact as a hijacking, whatever cause it

espoused. .

‘It is pointed out that in 32 years of U.N. existence (its

first meeting was in Jan. 1946) no radical organisation sarlf @rerodyar st
like the P.L.O. or the |.R.A. or the Red Guards, even the 1875 1947

Baader-Meinhoff Urban guerrilas, had attempted
such a daring means of focusing world attention on
a national problem . ..

This publicity stunt of Vaikunthavasan caused a panic Rev. SWAMI GNANAPRAKASAR
among the Sri Lanka politicians, as evident from the

Parliamentary proceedings of Oct.20th 1978

(Hansard, vol.1, no.8, 20th Oct. 1978, cols. 762-763).

s8ips Qrrpl¥pidud ya71 P w
Y5 Dweu
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Indo-Tamil Eeelam Confederation!

Krishna Vaikunthavasan to enlist support at the New York Conference!

Krishna Vaikunthavasan, the roving campaigner who raised the Tamil Eelam
issue at the United Nations General Assembly in October 1978, is to enlist support
for an “Indo-Tamil Eelam Confederation’> move at the forthcoming Interna-
tional Tamil Conference to be held in New York from June 30th to July 2nd ’84.
Mr. Vaikunthavasan is also proposing to reprint his book on Indo-Ceylon Federa-
tion with the title: INDO-TAMIL EEELAM CONFEDERATION. The book was

first published in March 1978.

Krishna Vaikunthavasan’s proposed
Indo-Tamil Eelam Confederation is to
be based on a plan to set up an auton-
omous Tamil Eelam State having a
confederated status with India! Here
are some excerpts from his earlier
book:

In the long history of the Tamil speaking peo-
ple of Ceylon, never before have they faced so
critical and crucial a ime as the present. That the
Tamils of Ceylon constitute a separate Nation,
divided from the Sinhalese Nation by territory,
language, religion and culture is undisputed.
They have lived in Ceylon from time immemor-
ial and had their own Kingdom for several cen-
turies in Jaffna tll the Portuguese conquest in
1619. Afier the Dutch, the British ruled Ceylon
from 1796 first from Madras and then from
Colombo as the capital.

When the British in 1945 sent a Royal Com-
mission under the Chairmanship of Lord Soul-
bury to examine and recommend proposals for
constitutional reforms afier a rule lastng a cen-
wry and a half, both Tamils and Sinhalese
demanded their complete freedom. Lord soul-
bury although he was able to understand and
appreciate the magnitude of the problem of the

Tamil minority however he was swayed by the

assurance given by the then Sinhalese Board of

Ministers that the rights and privileges
Tamils will be safeguarded ... .. ..

We must transform and broaden the demand
for Eelam as a movement for the merger of
Ceylon and India in the Indo-Ceylon Federa-
tion. This step of extreme practicality is merely a
step in line with the present trends for a World
Government. This will be in the context of a
South Asia grouping including Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh, Burma swrting with the Indo-Ceylon
Federation evenually to lead to an Afro-Asian
Parliament. In this set up, there will be a Sinhala
Sovereign Republic with a right to join the Fed-
eration. These are something similar on the lines
of the European Parliament. Great Powers like
the USA, USSR have Federating State Units.
India is also a Federal State with Units based
largely on language, culture etc. This principle
could be extended to the new Federation.

The economic, educational and scientific
advantages to come to Eelam through this Fed-
eration are enormous and gigantic. Once the
Indo-Ceylon merger movement gathers momen-
tum on both sides of the Palk §trait, the first to
suppont will be vast numbers of Tamils both in
Tamil Nadu and Ceylon.

of the

What we must realise is that our demand
whether for Eelam or Federation with India will
be resisted bitterly by the vast majority of the
Sinhalese. There is not much sense if any one
were to imagine that the Sinhalese op?omon" o
Eelam will be any the less than to the Federation.
For it has been asserted by many Sinhalese that
the demand for Eelam is only a prelude to the
creation of a unified Tamil State. When they
_were not prepared to have a Federal State, not
even District Councils, it is foolish to think that
they will now agree to separation or Federation
with India.

This idea of Ceylon federating with India is
:;ovhingnf)w. Itwastl‘:'ehomethalaleader

ngarika
that Ceylon should be unified wn‘;tg;ndaa.

If Andaman and NICOBAR islands which
are about 1,500 miles away from the Indian
coast and lie closer to Malaysia than to India
could be part and parcel of the Indian Sub-
Continent and territory, there is no reason wh
the Tamil Eelam which is on the door step
not join in a Federal set up with India if we so
desire.........

Mr. Vaikunthavasan is a former
Secretary-General of the public ser-
vice Trade Union in Ceylon - the
GCSU. He had worked in Zambia as
Senior Resident Magistrate and Regis-
trar of the High Court.

His book Indo-Tamil Eelam Con-
federation is to be published in the
summer this year.

Presenting Memo to VENKATARAMAN, New Delhi, 1980
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21st December 1985

LIVING WITH INDIA

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

The historic agreement between
the UK and the Treland Govern-
ments regatding Ulster (Northern
Ireland) is one that has to be wel-
comed by nations-in-the-making,
so to say,such as Tamil Eelam
whose population is nearly three
times the Ulster population,

As this agreement subtly demon-
strates, no country, however power-
ful, can claim to be an independent
and sovereign power in isolation
from its immediate regional neigh-
bourhood. Already on lines similar
to today’s Anglo-Irish summit, a
number of other regions in the
world have also been active to-
wards what you could call solutions
on joint sovereignty, sharing of
powers, joint controls etc. A joint
Confederation Government between
Jordan and the Palestinian lands
has been proposed as a isolution to
the Palestinian problem.

Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, the
British Prime Minister, is realistic
enough to know that the old im-
perialistic approach will not even
please President Reagan. Hence her
early attempt at solutions.

Tamils and Sinhalese are only
too conscious of the importance
and the regional supremacy of
India as a sub-super power in the

Asian Region. We Tamils have to
accept it and live with it — but the
best way to secure our indepen-
dence and sovereignty is to join
the Indian region’s super-power in
a confederal set-up. Sri Lankan
Sinhglese will be wise 1T They too
join the regional set-up.

Krishna Vaikunthavasan
London

NEW LIFE

Friday, 17 January 1986

Indo- Tamil link up?

Dear New Life

Three  recent  events
have a direct connection
with the destiny of the
people of Tamil Eelam.
One is  regional,  the
second local and the third
historical.

The idea of federal or
confederal  Goverments
coming into being on a

. regional basis has now

taken its first step in so far
as the 7 South Asian
countries are concerned.
On the 8th December, the
7 South Asian countries
including India and Sri
Lanka formed the
SAARC; the South Asian
Association for Regional
Coooperation. Speaking
on the occasion, the Sri
Lankan President Jaya-
wardene is reported to
have declared that the 6
countries of the region are
prepared and willing to
abide by whatever deci-
sions India takes.In other
words, India leads, the
others follow. In this back-
ground, we Tamils must
create  the  necessary
momentum for the solu-

tion of the Tamil Eelam .

crisis by openly declaring
that we too are keen to
join India in a political link
up. To make this declara-
tion, it is not essential that
there should be in the first
place a de-jure Tamil

Eclam National State.
The other event is the
Anglo-trish ~ Agreement.
For the first time in the
history of international
Agreements, a precedent
has been created in that a
forcign - Government i
legally permitted to have a
say in the affairs of one's

own Government,

Another event refer-
red to is the commemora-
tion of Arumuga Navalar
Day recently in London.
Navalar was the first Tamil
frecdom fighter. His con-
tribution to the Tamil
language is monumental.
His greatest single legacy
for us is his life’s mission
which looked upon the
wholc Tamil world as one

Nadu, one single state.
The nation summitt, the
Agreement between the
British and Irish Govern-
ments and the great vision
of Navalar - all these point
only to one way (as far as
Tamils are concerned) and
that is we must take imme-
diate steps towards Indo-
Tamil Eelam link up. The
first step is for all Tamil
political leaders and acti-
vists to make public decla-

ration in support.

Yours sincerely
Krishna Vaikunthavasan
Tamil Co-ordinating
Commiittee
London SW19
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Letters To The Editor

ACROSS THE BORDERS

January 1986

Indo-Tamil link up

Sir,

THREE recent events have a direct connection
with the destiny of the people of Tamil Eelam.
One is regional, the second local and the third
historical.

The idea of federal or confederal
Governments coming into being on a regional
basis has now taken its first step insofar as the
seven South Asian countries are concerned. On
the 8th December, the seven South Asian
countries including India and Sri Lanka formed
the SAARC, the South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation.

Speaking on the occasion, the Sri Lankan
President, Mr. Jayawardene, is reported to have
declared that the six other countries of the region
are prepared and willing to abide by whatever
decisions India takes. In other words, India
leads, the others follow. In this background, we
Tamils must create the necessary momentum for
the solution of the Tamil Eelam crisis by openly
declaring that we too are keen to join India in a
political link-up. To make this declaration, it is
not essential that there should be in the first place
a Tamil Eelam Nation State.

The other event is the Anglo-Irish Agreement.
For the first time in the history of international
Agreements, a precedent has been created in that
a foreign Government is legally permitted to
have a say in the affairs of one’s own
Government. The Anglo-lIrish Agreement
provides a role for the Irish Government in the
affairs of Northern Ireland. What is more, this
Agreement is now registered with the United
Nations, thus giving it sanctity and the force of
international law. "Tamils can profit from this
precedent by persuading India to upgrade its
continuing negotiations with the Sri Lankan
Government, by eventually entering into an
Indo-Sri Lankan agreement giving Delhi (and
possibly Madras also) a role and a say in the
affairs of the Tamil people of Sri Lanka.
Everyone knows to what extent both Delhi and

Madras are already involved in our affairs.
What is proposed here is merely to put them in
some legal form. This is being advanced in the
absence of any other viable solution to the crisis.

The other event refeired to is the
commemoration of Arumuga Navalar Day
recently in London. Navalar was the first Tamil
freedom fighter and, although born in Jaffna, he
spent more years of his life in Tamil Nadu.
Navalar School in Chidambaram is still
flourishing, like the one he established in Jaffna.
His contribution to the Tamil language is
monumental. His greatest single legacy for us is
his life’s mission which looked upon the whole
Tamil world as one Nadu, one single State.

The Seven Nation Summit, the Agreement
between the British and Irish Governments, and
the great vision of Navalar — all these point only
one way (as far as Tamils are concerned) and
that is we must take immediate steps towards an
Indo-Tamil Eelam political link-up. The first
step is for all Tamil political leaders and activists
to make a public declaration in support.

K. Vaikunthavasan
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From: Tony Benn
12 Holland Park Avenue
London W11 30QX
Tel: 01-229-0779

28th November 1983

Dear Mr Vaikunthavasan

Thank you very much indeed for your letter sending me the excellent
briefing material on the situation affecting the Tamil community.

1 had hoped that I could attend the meeting that is being held in
London on December lst but unfortunately I am not able to do this
as I have been invited to go to Chesterfield.

But I hope we may keep in touch.

I am deeply concerned at what has happened.

With best wishes

S NADESAN Q.C.
He defended me in two cases:
(1) Contempt of Court (1951)
(2) Criminal Libel (1952)
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Friday, 12 December 1986

107th Navalar Day observed by Tamils

Krishna Vaikunthava-
san

IN the wake of the lib-
eration struggle that is
being waged for the last
several years by the
Tamil patriots and
militants in Sri Lanka
for their separate Tamil
homeland, a past hero
came to life in one of
their  strongholds -
Wimbledon.

At the Wimbledon Lit-
tle Hall (otherwise known
as the Tamil Hall) Tamils
representing all walks of
life and political views
gathered together to pay
their tribute to Arumuga
Navalar and re-dedicate
themselves for continued
support to their present
struggle - all in the name
of their last.century hero.

On November 30, the
meeting  began  with
prayers led by Saiva Neri
Kavalar, Mr S Saba -
pathipillai, Mrs V Mut-
tucumaraswamy and Mr
VR Ramanathan.

Among those who
spoke were Mr K
Navasothi and  Selvi
Surulika Lokanathan.

Mrs Arunthathi Srikan-
tharajah and her pupils en-
tertained the audience on
Veena and with songs.

In my own speech, I said
that what the Tamils
should do now is give their
full support to the Tamil
militants.

Earlier a large size por-
trait of Arumuga Navalar
painted by Gandeepan
Vaikunthavasan was un-
veiled.

Arumuga Navalar
- First Tamil free-
dom fighter
against Im-
perialism

SRI LA SRI Aurumuga
Navalar will always be re-

{ membered as a Tamil

scholar of outstanding
originality,. a great rc-

t former and above all as an

intrepid fighter against im-

: perialism which was in its

incipient stages during his
life time.
He lived for only 57

% years (1822-1879) and al-
¥ though born, bred and

educated in Jaffna, he

¢ prided himself that he was

first and foremost a Tami-

; lian, therefore his primary

affinity and the sacrifice of
his entire life was for the
Tamil people and their
way of life - whether in
Jaffna, Chithamparam or
Thiruchendur.

PIONEER

Long  before Sub-
ramania Bharathiyar of
Tamil Nadu, Arumuga
Navalar from Yalpanam
was widely recognised as
a Tamil literary figure.

When he was only 27
years-old, Arumugam was
already a highly respected
sanyasin and welcomed to
the holy pilgrimage and
cultural centres. His dis-
courses on Saiva Siththan-
tham and Hindu
rhitosophy earned him the
title of ‘Navalar’ from the
Yighly prestigious religi-

ous institution - the
Thiruvavaduthurai
Atheenam in South India.

As Tamils on this occa-
sion of our paying homage
and tribute to one of our
greatest ancesstors, !~t us
so live that we are in 4 30s-
ition to honour Tamul tree-
dom fighters like Sri La Sri
Arumugam.

Krishna Vaikunthavasan addressing the Navalar
Day meeting in London,
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B Report by Krishna

Friday, 11 September 1987 Valkunthavasan

7th World

- Sanskrit Conference

SCHOLARS FROM 28 COUNTRIES
GATHER IN HOLLAND

A week long Confer-
ence on Sanskrit was con-
cluded on 29 August in
the University City of
Leiden in the Nether-
lands.

A total of 223 delegates
from as many as 28 coun-
tries participated in this
7th World Conference. A
large contingent of 50
scholars represented
India.

The earlier six confer-
ences were held first in
Delhi, then in Turin,
Italy, Paris, Weimar in
East Germany, Varanasi
(Benares) and Philadel-
phia.

The 7th Conference
programmes in Leiden
began with the plenary
opening session on 24
August.

After speeches of wel-
come by the Rector of
Leiden University and the
Mayor of the City, the
keynote address was deli-
vered by the president of
the International Associa-
tion of Sanskrit Studies,
Dr RN Dandekar.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE -

Mr K Srinivasan, the
Indian Ambassador at the
Hague, during the course
of his speech, read out
the following special mes-
sage from the President

of India, Shri R Ven-
kataraman:

“On the occasion of the
7th World Sanskrit Con-
ference, I have great ple-
asure in sending my warm
felicitations to its distin-
guished organisers and
participants.

“Proud as India is of its
inheritance of this great
vehicle of culture, it rec-
ognises Sanskrit as a
legacy of the whole world.
Linked, in its roots, with
some of the major living
languages of the world,
Sanskrit  constitutes  a
major influence, linguisti-
cally, culturally and
philosophically. There is
no aspect of human life
from  mathematics to
medicine which is not dealt
with in this ancient lan-

guage.

Dr Dandekar is an
acknowledged .  world
authority on  Sanskrit
studies. Inspite of his
nearly 80 years he gave,
with authority and with
penetrating insight, a sur-
vey throughout the ages
of the role of Sanskrit,
both as one of the oldest
languages and as posses-
sing a continuing and

TRIBUTE ‘ ‘
Dr Dandekar paid tri-
bute to the scholars of
the Netherlands for their
abiding work in Sanskrit.
He quoted the English
poet TS Eliot as having
declared that India is truly
great because she has
already given something
of the highest value to
the world, namely, the
message that without
spiritual knowledge man
is an incomplete thing.

Continuing, he also
referred to Dr Ananda
Coomaraswamy’s affirma-
tion that, for the under-
standing of Rg Veda,
knowledge of Indian trad-
ition however profound,
is not sufficient; a wide
study of the mystics of
different parts of the
world, from the point of
view of a universal trad-
ition, will bring about a
greater appreciation of
that Veda.

He concluded his inau-
gural address with a
stanza by Adikavi Valmiki
(modified for the occa-
sion):

“ As long as mountains
continue to stand and riv-
ers continue to flow upon
the surface of the earth,
so long shall Sanskrit
studies endure among the

pegple.”
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Subramania Bharathi
honoured in London

NEW LIFE

Editor: C.B.Patel
Managing Editor: Anne Hoose

‘Sri Lankan Tamils
should join India’

Friday, 24 July 1987

@ Subramania Bharati (left), the radical and freedom

fighter, and (right) Sushila Krishnamurti, who

selected and sang his songs.

Krishna Vaikunthavasan
In the wake of the .un-
veiling of Subramania
Bharati's statue in Delhi
recently by Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi, it was ap-
propriate that admirers of
the Tamil poet and well-
known Indian freedom
fighter should honour his
memory in London.

On the occasion of the
unveiling in Delhi, those
present included the Vice
President Venkataraman
and the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MG Ramachan-
dran.

In London, Tara Arts
Centre organised a con-
cert of songs by Bharati
specially  selected by
Sushila Krishnamurti and

sung by her. This event
took place on the evening
of March 14, at Tara’s
Centre.
SUPERB

The rendition by Sushila
was a superb combination
of verve embellished with
a touch of histrionics, por-
traying in her two-hour
performance Bharati’s
role in the freedom strug-
gle. He wused poetry,
prose, oratory, and songs
in his life-long campaign
for political freedom.

Sushila’s high quality
was matched with distinc-
tion by Lakshmi Jayan
(violin) Drachen Theaker
(mridangam) and
Sivarajah (kanjira). It was
a very enjoyable and
memorable concert.

Dear New Life

What is happening right
now in Jaffna is that India
is feeding the people
there. Sri Lanka  has
allowed this.

This shows that 1ndia
is getting more and more
involved. Don’t you think
that this is the time for
the Tamil leadership to
say that the S:i l.aukan
Tamils wish to join India

in an acceptabls political

association?

We already have some
form of association with
India on a regional basis,
through the recently
formed SAARCU (South
Asian  Association  for
Regional Cooperation).

The very first thing to
be decided is: In principle
do we wish to join the
Indian Union?

Whether it is to be a

federation or confedera-
tion or as an associale
state, ctc, could be
decided next, in consulta-
tion with the constitu-
tional and other experts.

The reality of the situ-
ation in the Tamil arcas in
Sri. Lanka s that
unless  immediate  steps

With film stars RAJANI KANTH and MUTHTHURAMAN

are taken on the lines
suggested above, the pre-
sent genocidal and
scorched-earth policy of
the  Sri Lankan Govern-
ment will result in more
and more Tamils being
tortured and killed and
stil more fleeing and
deserting their homes and
lands. This will make it
casier for the hoodlums
to be brought in as perma-
nent settlers.

This proposal for some
form of federation with
India is nothing new.

The world famous sav-
ant Dr Ananda
Coomaraswamy argued
that Ceylon being cultur-
ally, racially and linguisti-
cally an integral part of
India and taking also into
consideration its historical
past, it would be logical
and prudent for Ceylon
to come into an
Indo/Ceylon Union.

Much more recently,
the Tamil leader Mr J
V Chelvanayagam envis-
aged that Ceylon will join
India not as one state but
as two states - Sinhala Sri
Lanka and Tamil Eelam

(see Prof Wilson’s article
in the Tamil Times - Feb-
ruary 1987).

Last week, hundreds of
Tamils in their pro-India
emotiunal demonstration
in support of the food
deliveries kissed the veh-
icles, shouted appeals
“Save us, do not leave
us” and declared that
India should annex the
Tamil areas (The Times
- June 29, 87).

Yours faithfully,
Krishna Vaikunthavasan
London SW1
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The Life and Times of an English Barrister

Introduction

They may derive even more succour from the story of Gandee,
who made the portrait of me that appeags at the beginning of this
book (an extremely flattering one, my none too flattering friends
insist). I first met Gandee in Malaysia in 1977, when he was
thirteen years old, and accompanying his father Krishnan
Vaikunthavasan - an ex-British Council student, then a magistrate
in Zambia - to the Commonwealth Magistrates’ Association
Conference in Kuala Lumpur. Gandee had just taken up painting,
and Krishnan asked me to try to persuade Lord Denning, who was
attending the conference, to sit for a portrait by Gandee. In this |
succeeded, but the portrait itself was not an unqualified success.
Executed in a hurry, the paint was still wet when it was handed
over to the Master of the Rolls at the Farewell Dinner, and Lord
Denning’s hands got smeared with it. Gandee had tried to put too
much into the picture, and Joan, the subject’s wife, commented:
“I'm glad the artist managed to squeeze Tom'’s head in”’. But Lord
Denning accepted it graciously and said that it would hang on the
wall of his flat in Lincoln’s Inn, and it was then left to me to
persuade a reluctant British Council representative to package and
despatch this curious picture; reluctant because, as he put it: “I
don’t think this portrait would ever have been commissioned by
our Fine Arts Department.”’

But a few years later Gandee was in London to pursue his
artistic talent. When Harold MacMillan was approaching his
ninetieth birthday a City Livery Company asked him if he would
sit for a portrait to mark this great occasion. The former Prime
Minister agreed, subject to two conditions:- the artist must be
under thirty and must never have had a picture hung in a public
exhibition. The Livery Company announced a competition, for
which Gandee entered. What the Company thought were the
hundred best entries were hung in a gallery in Piccadilly and it
was Gandee's that was chosen by the selectors. In due course he
was making visits to MacMillan’s country home to complete the
portrait, which I saw in Gandee’s little garret in Paddington a
week before the official presentation. This was made to

MacMillan and a memorable
photograph appeared next day in ‘‘The Times” of Prince Bhwté
shaking hands with Gandee, the artist. G

Now [ was never a great admirer of Supermac as a politician. 1
thought that his slogan to the British people: *‘You've never had it
so good”, lacked correct syntax and savoured of materialism.
Butler would, in my view at the time of Suez, have been a better
choice by the Queen for Prime Minister. But Mac's two
“‘conditions™ made me take a different view of the man. We all
know the extent to which the young can and do help the old -
more so perhaps in Eastern countries than in our “civilised”
Western society - but how marvellous it is when a nonagenarian,
without much longer to live, ensures that an unknown young artist

achieves well-deserved fame. Old and Young can indeed help each
other.

Mac was, afterall, Super!

By Eric Crowther, O.B.E.
West London Stipendiary Magistrate

with a foreword by Lord Havers

Jvi 88
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TAMIL TOGETHERNESS AND THE
WAY OUT FOR OUR PEOPLE

“You can’t change what has hap-
pened but What you can do is to make
the best of what you have got” - Bader
in London, jn 1982, some time before
his death. (Bader was a British ace
pilot during the 2nd World War.)

The Tamil Sage Valluvar exhorts:
“On whatever subject, whichever
person sees fit to comment, it is the
path of wisdom to inquire about such
matters as to who is trying to use
whom and for what purpose and then
come to a sober and meaningful con-
clusion.” We Tamils must constantly
have these gems of thought in
mind.

MOHENJO-DARO

The former Indian Foreign Secretary,
Mr. A P.Venkateswaran, speaking at
the recent international Tamil Con-
ference in London on “The Tamil
National Struggle and the Indo-Sri
Lankan Peace Accord” referred to
the very ancient and pre-historic
civilisation of Mohanjadaro and how
the Tamil people are the proud
inheritors of this most remarkable
legacy in the human story.

He went on to say that such people
deserve to live in this world with
dignity and self-respect as a nation on
equal footing with others. When he
was talking of the Tamil people, it is
obvious that he had in mind the 55
million Tamils in South India also
where he himself was born.

According to the late Rev. Fr.S.
Gnanapragasar, the well-known an-
thropologist, there was a time when
the Dravidians(i.e those who speak
Tamil, Kanarese, Telugu, Malaya-
Iam etc.) occupied the whole of India
and Ceylon which then formed part of
the sub-continent. Fr.Gnanapragasar
adds that, for the Tamil occupation of
North India, unimpeachable evid-
ence was brought to light by ex-
cavations in the Indus Valley and that
there was no doubt now that before

By Krishna Vaikunthavasan

the advent of the Aryans into Punjab,
some 2,000 years B.C, the Dravidians
were the undisputed masters of India
and Ceylon. After Ceylon had been
cut off from the mainland by some
seismic disturbance, it was only nat-
ural that the speech.of its inhabitants
developed into a dialect of its own.

Father Heras of Bambay, who spec-
ialised in the seal inscriptions of
Mohenjo Daro and Harappa and who
had visited Ceylon, indentified the
signs of the old punch-marked coins
of Ceylon as picture-writing belong-
ing to the Indus Valley culture. These
are all pre-Buddhistic, and mark,
according to him, the marvellous
civilization of the Indus Valley which
had spread down to Ceylon three
millenia before Christ.

This Indo-Ceylon relationship con-
tinued unabated until, in the early
years of the 11th century, practically
the whole of Ceylon became a pro-
vince of the Chola Empire under Raja
Raja Chola 1.

Prof. S.Arasaratnam, a historian
specialising in Indo-Ceylon affairs,
recently said at a meeting in London
that for several centuries immediate-
ly preceding the arrival of the Por-
tuguese colonists, the political,
commercial and trade relationship
between India and Ceylon had been
very close. India at present is only try-
ing to regain her earlier position by
such Accords as the one of July 1987,
he added.

Some people say that the July Accord
is dead. The question before us is not
so much as to whether the Indo-Sri
Lankan Accord is alive or not.

De-facto Political Link-up:

As a consequence of this Accord, the
fact is that over 100,000 Indian troops
are on our soil. We all condemn the
atrocities committed by these troops
and, even if by a miracle, they are

withdrawn suddenly, the fact remains
that a de facto political link-up bet-
ween India and Sri Lanka has become
closer.

When even a country like Great Bri-
tain has sacrificed a part of her
sovereignty as a result of the Anglo-
Irish Agreement, don’t you think that
the path of wisdom for the people of
Tamil Eelam is, especially in the long-
term interests of strengthening our
traditional friendship with the great
people of India and in the immediate
objective of putting an end to the
bloody war, to tell the Indian govern-
ment and the Indian people that we
are prepared to come into the Indian
Union, in a confederal set-up or
sovereignty-Association basis as in
the case of the demand of Parti
Quebecois in Canada? The 55 million
people of Tamil Nadu appear to
tolerate the Indian Constitution. So,
why not we join them in the name of
Tamil togetherness?

It is also relevant here to recall the
words of the world renowned Kala-
yogi Dr.Ananda Coomaraswamy:
“The more I know of Ceylon, the
more inseparable from India does it
appear and indeed I regret some-
times that Ceylon is not in the truest
sense a part of India.... In Asia, all
roads lead to India.” Long before
Ananda Coomraswamy, Arumuga
Navalar, the first Tamil freedom
fighter, although born in Jaffna,
demonstrated with his life that he
regarded the whole of Tamil Nadu as
his own motherland. He spent many
of his years in Chidambaram and the
Navalar School there is still flourish-
ing. His contribution to Tamil lan-
guage is monumental. His greatest
single legacy for us is his life’s mission
which looked upon the whole of Tamil
Nadu and Tamil Eelam as one Nadu,
one single state.

LE R E R ]
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PRABAHARAN, A MAN OF DESTINY

Nearlv 1,500 delegates from 30 countries
and 2.000 observers listened to the com-
mon cliches about Hindu Unity from well
known and recognised leaders at the
World Hindu Conference concluded on
March 28th, at Kathmandu.

The one outstanding spiritual Head who

15 April 1988 -

Sankaracharya
death, other fights become trifles.

He described the LTTE leader
Prabaharan as a man of destiny.
The Tamils were not likely to
accept anything less than an in-
dependent Eelam as a permanent
solution. Mere signing of an agree-

by K. Vaikunthavasan

" ment between India and Sri Lanka

was not enough. The minds of both
Governments should be turned to
bring harmony and peace, con-
cluded the Hindu Pope. The King of
Nepal, King BIRENDRA, inaug-
urated the Conference.

received a spontaneous standing ovation
was His Holiness JAGADGURU SRI
JAYENDRA SARASWATHI OF SRI
KANCHI KAMAKOTI PEETAM, when
he addressed a mammoth session.

Earlier in the course of an exclusive inter-
view on the crisis in SRI LANKA,
JAGADGURU SANKARACHARYA
praised the death-defying heroic fight
of the Liberation Tigers as soul-

stirring. When one is not afraid to
die, one becomes elevated to a
higher mental and spiritual plane.
Referring to the practice of the
Tigers carrying the cyanide cap-
sule, the JAGADGURU said that
once you win your battle against

TAMIL VOICE INTERNATIONAL
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TOO EARLY FOR INDO-TAMIL
EELAM PEACE TO BREAK OUT?

Krishna Vaikunthavasan, London

War between nations has taken place throughout the
human story. Inevitably the wars always ended in peace,
after a time. In the current 18 months of Indo-Eelam war,
is it not time that this bloody war ended? Both sides have
kept on accusing each other of being unwilling to start the
negotiating process. Even before that, there has to be a de
facto ceasefire. So, where is the hitch?

What we all must realise is that this is an unnatural war -
unnatural in the sense that one does not fight oneself.
India is not our enemy. It would be stupid if the Indian
Government proceeds on the basis that the Eelam Tamils
and the Tigers are their natural foes. Indians and we Tamils
are natural allies, from time immemorial. There is no basic
conflict of interests. The Tiger leadership has said often
that they never regard themselves as anti-Indian. The
Indians say that their army went into Sri Lanka in order to
protect the Tamils! What a great shame and tragedy that,
as a result, thousands of Tamils have been killed, tortured
and raped.

The Indo-Tamil Eelam war is not only unnatural, not

merely counter- productive but also, it is self-destructive
both for us ‘Eelamites’ as well as for the Indian image.

TAMIL VOICE INTERNATIONAL

15 March 1989
WHAT 1S THE FUTURE OF TAMIL EELAM?

Krishna Vaikunthavasan, Wimbledon
Can the new generation of Tamil MPs elected at the
recently held general elections in Sri Lanka take our
struggle further to achieve the objective of an Indepen-
dent State of Eelam? What is it that the MPs can hope to
do, which the earliér Tamil representatives were unable to
deliver?

The one immediate positive and feasible step that
could be taken is to change the name of the North-East
Province to that of TAMIL EELAM. The Indian and Sri Lan-
kan Governments could be persuaded to agree to this.
Just as Annadurai was instrumental in the changing of the
name ‘Madras State’ to that of ‘Tamil Nadu’, and thus give
some emotional and symbolic satisfaction to the Tamil
people there, so that our people in the traditional Tamil
homelands also will feel elated.

If the Indian Constitution permitted a change, Sri Lanka
too can allow it. Indeed, Sri Lanka itself was known as
‘Ceylon’ until recently. So, will the new MPs take the
initiative without delay?



Proud inheritors of historic legacy

by Krishna
Vaikunthavasan

THE former Indian
Foreign Secretary, Mr
A P Venkateswaran,
spoke at the recent in-
wernational Tamil con-
ference in London on
“The Tamil National
Struggle and the Indo-
Sri Lankan Peace
Accord”

He referred to the
wery ancient and pre-
Mstoric civilisation of
Moenjadaro and how
the Tamil people are
the proud inheritors of
this most remarkable
legacy in the human
story.

According to Rev.
Father S Gnanapraga-
sar, the well known
Dravidologist, there

The ancient site of Moenjadaro

was a time when the
Dravidians (ie those
who speak Tamil and

its dialects such as .

Kanarese, Telugu and
Malayalam) occupied
the whole of India and
Ceylon which then
formed part of the sub-
continent.

Father Gnanapraga-
sar added that for the
Tamil occupation of
North India, unim-
peachable evidence.
was recently brought
to light by excavations
in the Indus Valley.

There is no doubt
now that before the
advent of the Aryans
into Punjab, some

2,000 years BC, the
Dravidians were the
undisputed masters of
India and Ceylon.
After Ceylon had
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been cut off from the
mainland by some seis-
mic disturbance, it was
only natural that the
speech of its inhabi-
tants developed into a
dialect of its own.

Father Heras of
Bombay, who special-
ised in the seal inscrip-
tions of Moenjadaro
and Harappa and who
had visited Ceylon,
identified the signs on
the old punch-marked
coins of Ceylon as
picture-writing belong-
ing to the Indus Valley
culture. These are ail

pre-Buddhistic, and
mark, according to
him, the marvellaus
civilization of the lnus
Valley - which had
spread down to Ceylon
three millenia before
Christ.

This process of
Indo-Ceylon relation-
ship- continued unaba-
ted until in the early
years of the 11th Cen-
tury practically the

whole of Ceylon be-

came a province of the
Chola empire under
Raja Raja I.

Prof S Arasartnam,
a hisotrian specialising
in Indo-Ceylon affairs,
recently said at a meet-
ing in London that for
several centuries im-

mediately preceding
the arrival of the Por-
tuguese colonilists, the
political, especially
commercial and trade
relationship between
India and Ceylon had
been very close. India
at present is only
trying to regain her
earlier position by such
accords as the one in

July 1987, he added.

Some people say
that the July accord is
dead.

The question before
us is not so much as to
whether the Indo/Sri
Lankan Agreement is
alive or not.

When even a country
like Great Britain has
sacrificed a part of her
sovereignty as a result
of the Anglo-Irish

Agreement, don’t you.

think that the path of
widom for the people
of Tamil Eelam is,
especially in the long-

term - interests of
strengthening our tra-
ditional friendship
with the people of In-
dia and in the immedi-
ate objective of putting
an end to the bloody
war, to tell the Indian
Goverrnment and the
Indian people that we
are prepared to come
into the Indian Union,
in a cofederal set up or
sovereignty- .

Association basis as in
the case of the demand
of Parti Quebec in
Canada.

With my guide at the site of MOHEN-JADARO — April 1988




86

A TAMIL EELAM
VOICE IN THE
U.N.O.

KRISHNA VAIKUNTHAVASAN



Text of speech made by Krishna Vaikunthavasan
to the 150 member
United Nations General Assembly
on 5th October, 1978
(The President of the Assembly Mr. I Liveano, presided)

Mr President! Leaders of the World!

If oppressed minority nations such as Tamil Eelam cannot make represen-
tations to this supreme body, then where are we to go?

My name is Krishna and | come from the 2% million strong Nation of
“Tamil Eelam lying between Sri lanka and India.

The Sri Lanka Sinhala government is continuing a policy of genocide
aimed at the destruction of our Tamil Nation.

We have exercised our right of self-determination to live as a separate
Nation.

There is every danger of the Tamil problem threatening the peace of the
indian Region.

The problem in Sri Lanka will develop to be as serious as the Palestinian
and the Cyprus problems unless you, the world leaders intervene and help
in its solution now.

We appeal to you for such help! Thank you. | apologise for speaking
without permission.

LONG LIVE TAMIL EELAM!
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FROM LOGANATHAN, A FORMER GENERAL MANAGER OF BANK OF CEYLON

17, Alfred Place,
Colombo 3.
21.11.79.

Ry Dear@@ikyntjpbvasan,

‘Thanks f ur letter of 30.10.79 and the enclosures.

: e time in Jaffna where the Head Office of both
and Finance and Development Limited and

Merchant Finance Limited function. Our Colombo office, which
is now at 17,Alfred Place, Colombo 3 yis only a channel office,
I am writing this letter from Colombo where I am addressing
an International Conference tomorrow.

The two organisations which 4 head are absolutely
non-political aend their concern”With Socio-Economic problems.,
Whatever our individual feeling@‘may be towards the question
as to whether or not the Tamils should have a separate
Tamil Eelam, there must be some organisations which are
completely divorced from politics in order to concerntrate on
socio~economic development. The two organisations which
I head aim to serve this purpose. Politicians have their own
role to play. Any connection between us and the proponents
of Tamil Eelam will be a "Kiss of Death"to us.

Whether Sri Lanka enjoys a ynitary form of government or
a Pederal form of government or has separate independent
states within itself, the economic development of particularly
the Tamil areas in Sri Lanka is a sine quo non not only for
the survival of the Tamils but also for the welfare of the
other communities living in Sri Lanka. Each one of us,
Tamils, must carve out our own course of action, without
cauging conflicts. My organisations do not wish to conflict
with any political organisations, what ever its complexion
may be.

Having stated what I have stated above you will apprediate
my inability to enter into any dialogue on subjects with
political overtones.

With Kind Regards.
Yours Sincerely,

cih

/ C.LOGANATHA
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TAMIL EELAM - A NATION WITHOUT A STATE

AN InterNaTiIONAL Tamit EELau ResearcH CONFERENCE
ON THE ISSUES CONCERNED WITH THE STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE OF TAMIL EELAM FOR SELF DETERMINATION

Professor J.Baischendrs,

Chalrman,

international Tamil Eelam

Resasrch Conference,

Department of Electrical and

Electronic Engineering,

Caliornia Stale University,

6000 Street, June 11 1991

Sacramento, CA 95819,

US.A.
Near Mr. Vaikunthavasam,

We received your paper entitled "Indo-

Tamil Eelam Confederation". The concept was
well written and I was impressed with your
paper. However, since the list of speakers
were chosen from the abstracts that were sent
to us by April 30, 1991, we are unable to
accept your paper for presentation at the
conference.
However I hope you will be able to make it to
the conference. It will be a rewarding
experience for all of us as the speakers are
eminent people with a very keen insight to
the problems of Tamils of Eelam.

Kindest Regards

Dr. C.J.Balachandra

A Brief Summary of the Paper

INDO-TAMIL EFLAM
CONFEDERATION

By Krishna Vaikunthavasan

The following authorities and quotations will convince any
worldly-wise political activist that the future of a sovereign state
of TAMIL FELAM lies in sone sort of political lirk-up and "urity" will
india, our great neighbour.

The overall cumulative thrust of the prement-day political developmenta“;n/
Eurcpe also points towards such a solution.

What is the use of mere sovereignty per se, if the people involved
are not to enjoy full democratic rights and good relations with neighbours?



I firat quote a few paras from the famous All-India Congress
Committee's Quit India Resolution (1942).

The President was Maulana Abul KALAM AZAD.

This resolution appears in full in his book
India Wins Freedom
(Orient Longmans - page 268-
(1988 edn, ’
~--'"While the A.I.C.C must primnrily be concerndd with the independence
and defence of India in this hour of danger, the Committee is of

opinion that the future peacs, security and ordered progress of the
world demand a World Federstion of free nations, and on no other

hagis can the problems of the modern world be solved. Such & worldm

uot&(enﬂure freedontof its constituent nations, the prevention of
aggrassion and exploitation by one nation of another. the protection
of natinnal minorities, the advancement of all backward areas and
reoples, and the poonling of the world's 1wsources for the common
#00d of all. On the establishment of such a World Federation,
iisarmament would be practicable in all countries, national armies,
navies and air forces would no longer be necessary, and a World
Federal Defence Force would keep the world peace and prevent
aggression.

An independent India would gladly join such a World Federation and

co-operate on an equal basis with other nations in the solution of
international problems.

Such a Federation should be open to all nations who agree with its
fundamenta) principles. -----

When the al).sovereign British Government headed by Thatcher entered
intns an Tnternational Agreemant, the Anrlo-Irish, some years azg)over
Northarn Ireland, it willingly ceded part of its sovereignty to™a foreign
Covernment, namely the Irish Government, in that the Irish ere legally
permitted to have a say in the running of affairs in Northern Ireland, a part

of the U.K.

Once the Furnpean Union, the @ommon European currency etc come into
force by 1992 or monn thereafter, a mile-sténe towards World Federsl Governsint
would have been reached with the United States of Europe taking concrete
shape.

World’s Interdependence

The truth is that the wo:,)ld!'s increasing inter-dependence means that
regional groupings are growing up everywhere,

The 7 Sonth Arian countries India ,Pakistan, Bangla Desh, Sri Tanka,
Napal Bhutan ard Maldives have rncently come together and formad .Mat is
known ns the SAARC (South Asian Associntion for Regional Coopevz .1oui)

In Africa we have tha OAU - Organisation for African Unity. Thzse
r -ional groupings are in the nature of polential World Fedaration Unité.

The well known Indian paper - Indisn Fxpress dated 28th Decenber 93
cari ed the following news item:.



Committee of Asian Nations mooted
Confederation of Asian Nations:

7A11 Asian Nations should come together to consider a system
of unity on the lines of the European Comity of Nations so that
Asimn intereats in the region and the world could be actively
promoted and protected,

“This was sugrested by Ms Yuan Ping who is heading a
Chinese delemation on a visit to India to study areas of
common interest, being hosted by the BASIC Chemicals
Pharmaceuticals and Cosmetics Export Promotion Council (BCPCEPC).
The Chairman Mr RAMU DEORA welcomed the suggestion of a
Confederation of Asian Nations and offered all cooperation
for a nove in the direction.™

2% ‘2"’0
The Hindu on the same date, published the follogysst

A.S.E.A.N.

Another vegional bloc, the A.S.E, A.ML
(Association of South-East Asia Natioﬁf) APt e
in 1967, zorsists of Indonceis, PhiliiineW‘f&n&;
Maiaysia and Sirgapore.

Federal Government in Australia

Befor: Federation in 1901, Austraiia comprised
s8ix separate colonies under the British Crown -
New South Waloas, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia,
Western Australia and TASMANIA which were largely
self-governing and responsible for the management of
affairs within their individual boundaries. Thus
a federal system of constitutional Government was
adopted. This was mainly based on the lines of the
Constitution of the United States of America.

SHRINKING PLANET

The former Commonwealth Secretary-General Mr Shridath S Ramphal
in the course of his Keynote address at the International Conference
on Federalism held at the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs,
LAGOS, on 10 May 1976 said:-

"-~- I discern in federalism coucepts of wider application
thkean the nation-state alone -. concepts that have relevance
to perceptions of our shrinking planet ada society in itaelf
and not merely as the aggregation of a divisible humanity. »

-~- The principles of federslism are constantly becoming
more relevant to our global suciety as inter-dependence
passes from the realm of perception to the theatre of
international achuality. ‘
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SOUTH ASIAN CONFEDERATION

General K SUNDARJI writing in the 'India Today' of 31-1-91
(page 81) had this to say in the course of his article __ ff
A

"WE AN LOWER REGIONAL TENSIONS AND DEFENCE EXPENDURES

IFF WE OPT FOR A NRUCLEAR DETERRENT; AIM FOR A SOUTH A3IANM
CONFEDERATION; GET PAKISTAN TO FREEZE THE KASHMIR FROBLEM
AND SETTLE THE BURDER QUESTION WITH CHINA."

Once we decide in principle to have a political link-up with
India, then the next stage will be how hest to proceed -- negotiatione
with New Delhi and Madras -- whether for a loose Confederatior ---@} i’

Bishop's House
Valalai
- Atchuvely
Sept 21, 1978 Sri Lanka

My dear Mr Vaikunthavasan
Many thanks for your letter.

We have now decided to hold the 5th Conference of Tamil Studies in
London, in the Summer of 1980. Could you be one of the chief
organisers. We should organise an ad hoc Committee with Dr John Marr
of the School of Oriental and African Studies as Chairman, and try

to collect funds from the Tamils abroad for the expenses of the
Conference. I understand from Prof Vithyananthan that Tamil
Associations in London are willing to help. Expenses will include
printing and circulating notices, a few pre-paid tickets for scholars
from India and Sri Lanka. Already there may be some working for this
end. You are the best man I know to organize.

' &/4@%’ s

LraLi gafinrus sy ser
1913—1980
Cowmrs sUliCpreas 2 w@swrd
ugSweur



TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT

238, Main Street,
Jaffna,

SRI LANKA,

14th August, 1979.

AN APPEAL TO EELAM TAMILS ABROAD.

Dear friends,

At this momentous stage of our freedom struggle, every Eelam Tamil, he be in Eelam or he be in the
Capitals of the world, must play his part. London-based Eelam Tamils have played and have yet to play
an important role in calling world’s attention to the justice of our cause, to the reasonableness of our
objective of freedom, to every instance of the flagrant violation of human rights in Sri Lanka, to gross
discrimination against the Tamils in every field of governmental activity. While we appreciate the
tremendous tasks undertaken by our compatriots in London, we have, at times, been grieved to witness
the multiplicity of organisations, the conflict of personalities, which often lead to fissiperous tendencies
among our brothers. We have before us the lessons of the past. We have seen how repeatedly, in spite of
our many virtues and our great abilities, we have failed in our aim to win freedom for our people. We have
learnt this lesson here at home; the tremendous force that the TULF is today, is undoubtedly due to this
unity. This is the message we wish in all humility, to convey to our brothers abroad.

A first step in the right direction has been taken by the Eelam Tamils Association, Eelam Liberation
Organisation and Thamilar Viduthalai Peraney, coming together to take joint decisions and to take
collective action through the Tamil Coordinating Committee. We appeal to all organisations and
individuals who share the ideal of Thamil Eelam and who are ready to cooperate with the TULF to join
the TCC. We wish to assure all that the TCC shall function in a democratic way, taking decisions, as far as
possible, on the basis of consensus; if decisions have to be taken on the basis of a vote, it shall be after a full
and free discussion.

Our tasks are many and onerous; the path we have to traverse before we reach our cherished goal of
freedom is long; our resources are limited; let us not fritter our limited resources and waste our energy in
useless inter-fighting; let us, on the other hand, close ranks, co-ordinate our actions in an organisation
like the TCC and forge ahead with our many tasks.

We remain
Yours fraternally,

(M. Sivasithamparam)
PRESIDENT.

(A. Amirthalingum) ’
SECRETARY-GENERAL
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Envoy chides Tamils
in UK for canard

8ri Lanka’s High Commis-
sioner in the United Kingdom,
Mr. Noel Wimalasena has told
the Tamil Co-ordinating Com-
mittee of Sri Lanka Organisa-
tions in the UK that by its
false propaganda and fund col-
lection, it hag confributed
directly towards a campaign of
terrorism waged by some Tamils
in Sri Lanka with a view to dis-
membering the country.

In a lefter recently to the
Convenor, Tamil Co-ordinating
Committee, 55, Warren Road
Colliers Wood, London, Mr.
Wimalasena says; The represen-
tations of Sri Lankan Tamils
who have chosen {o live abroad
in affluent societies can  only
worsen any difficulties faced by
their much less well-off fellow
Tamils at home,

This is the text of Mr.
Wimalasena's lelier to the Con-
venor. Tanil Co-crdinating Com-
mittee:

“I am in receipt of s letter
dated 10tix Augusy from you,
which you claim to have circu-
lated to all Diplomatic Missions
here, and in which you make
certain representations aboug
Sri Lankan Tamils.

“In it, you appeal to foreign
governments to help achieve
peacefully a settlement of =0
called Sinhalese-Tamil differen-
ces. However, you have not in-
formed them that, by false pro-
paganda abroad and fund eol-
lection, your Committee wmay
well have contributed direotly
towards a campaign of terro-
rism wageg by some Tamils in
Sri Lanka, with a view to dis-
membering the country.

“Yoy profess concern at the
alleged murder of some Tamil
youths. However, you have nos
previously professed concern at
the proven murder by some

Tamil youths of 15 Policemen
and several civilians (mostly
themselves also Tamils), nor at
the assassination of one and
the attempted assassination of
some other Tamil politicians
who had sought to work for a
unified and unitary Sri Lanka.

“You mention allegations

made by TULF leader Amirtha-
lingam aboui misconduet by the
state’s security forces. However,
you have not mentioned that
the President’s immediate res-
ponse was to assure My, Amir-
thalingam of the appointment
of 5 Parliamentary Select Com-
mittee inclusive of TULF mem-

My Dear Vaikunths;

seocasencsesen

bers, fo investigate and report
on matters raised. The Select
Committee may well find the
allegations to have been unfoun-
ded. Hence, resorting to  mis-
chievous propaganda at this
stage, as vou have done by
your circular lefter, might even
prejudice the working of the
Select Committea in which the
TULF, whom yoy purport to re-
present, is also participating. It
is to be hoped that it was not
your intention to achieve this.

"K.KANTHASAMY

“The record of the President,
and Government of Sri Lanka
in working for the peaceful set-
tlement of Tamil grievances is
well enough known to informed

world opinion. I venture {o be-
lieve that the most constructive
contribution which your coms
mittee could make in the pre«
sent circumstances would be to
adhere to the facts of the mat-
ter, and to call on your fellow
Tamils fo co-operate with the
Government. The misrepresen-
tations of §ri Lankan Tamils
who have chiosen to live abroad
in affluent societies can only
worsen any difficulties faced
by their mnuch less well-off

fellow Tamils at home.”

115, Rosmead Place
Colombo 7
7 November 79

The High Commissioner has replied to your letter.Turn the heat on.
Carry on the propaganda.

The select Committee inquiring into the killing
He must be a deliberate choice. He

by Lalith.
of IGP.

e s e sescevevaecn

TRRO is a marked body...cosvo..

In a hurry..

With kind regards.

Yours

sincerely,

of Inpam is headed
is 2 close friend
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BOOK REVIEW

A VOICE IN THE U.N.O.
— WIMAL SOCKANATHAN

Wimal«4
WimaleS,

SO rwon\

Twelve years ago on an October morning a solitary figure climbed up the Rostrum of the Supreme Institute of
the World of Nations in New York. The figure was Mr. Krishna Vaikunthavasan (then aged 58) a Barrister at
Law and a Retired District Judge. While the President of the Assembly announced the next item and invited
the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister to the rostrum, Mr. Vaikunthavasan calmly rose and walked up to the stage
and was greeted by the President (who rarely knew the identity of the 2000 delegates from all over the world).

Mr. Vaikunthavasan appeared before the microphone and addressed the world leaders.

It was too late for the U.N. Officials to realise their mistake and do the needful. Until they removed him bodity
from the stage Mr. Vaikunthavasan continued with his plea on behalf of the Tamils’ right for self determination
and warned the world leaders that the Sri Lankan problem will develop to be as serious as the Palestinian and
the Cyprus problems unless the leaders intervened.

Well — with the intervention of 11 years and some months later we find that many of Mr. Vaikunthavasan’s
prophecies come true. Sri Lanka once well known for its hospitality, beautiful beaches and the paradise like
natural environment is shunned by tourists after it witnessed the worst pogrom in its entire history.

The sensation created by Mr. Vaikunthavasan in 1978 who was not an imposter or a conman but a genuine
political activist is described in detail in a small booklet recently published in Madras. by the Tamil
Co-ordinating Committee under the title ‘A Tamil Eelam Voice in the U.N.O.".

The Foreword for this booklet is written by an illustrious journalist Mr. Sivanayagam — Founder Editor of the
Jaffna based Saturday Review and subsequently Editor/Director of The Tamil Information Centre, and later
Tamil Information & Research Unit (TIRU), Madras. Mr. Sivanayagam a regular contributor to the Tamil Times
needs no introduction to readers of English news journals coming out from India and Sri Lanka for the past 20
years.

I have found it always a pleasure to read his inimitable style of English writing, his comments very hardhitting —
his cynical remarks very interesting and entertaining and his remarks often very stimulating and thought
provoking. Mr. Sivanayagam'’s foreword to Mr. Vaikunthavasan’s booklet is no exception. His adaptation of the
English proverb ‘Much water has flowed under the bridge’ into ‘much water has flowed down the Ganga and
Kelani’ (with its own floating corpses in recent times) between Mr. Vaikunthavasan’s stirring blow for Tamil
Eelam in 1978 and now — is excellent.

As Mr. Sivanayagam has emphasised in his foreword our emerging Nation must put down in print all the
unrecorded events of the past 15 years and write its own history on its long path to freedom.

This Publication certainly contributes to this cause. As one political commentator once observed

‘Vaikunthavasan has achieved much more for the Tamil cause by way of international publicity in his three
minute raid on the U.N. Microphone than the T.U.L.F. has so far done.’

A B
— A
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THE AUTHOR

Mr. K. Vaikunthavasan is a former Secretary General of the now 25,000
strong public service Trade Union in Ceylon - The GCSU. He also organised
and was a Joint Secretary of the 100,000 strong All-Island Middle Class and
Public Service Trade Unions during the years 1947-50.

Mr. Vaikunthavasan edited the English weekly newspaper “People’s
Voice” in Ceylon during the years 1951-563. It was the only weekly at the
time. He visited China and Soviet Union with his wife as delegates from Ceylon
to the Asian and Pacific Peace Conference held in Peking and the World
Peace Conference held in Vienna both in 1952. Subsequently he wrote the
book “"Three Months in New China and Soviet Union” published 1953. A
Tamil edition also was published. It carried a Foreword by the (late) Prof. J.D.
Bernal FRS, a vice President of the World Peace Council.

in 1960 Mr. Vaikunthavasan was called to the English Bar and practised
as an Advocate of the Supreme Court of Ceylon for ten years till 1971. He
is also an Advocate of the Madras High Court from 1962.

He contested without success the Kankesanturai constituency in the
Ceylon Parliament in 1965 as the official candidate of the United Left Front
but resigned from it following the Front’s anti-Tamil stand.

For six years from 1971-77 he worked in Zambia as a District Judge (Senior
Resident Magistrate) and Registrar of the High Court.

He represented Zambia as an official delegate at two Commonwealth
Magistrates’ Conferences, the first one in Nairobi in August 1973 and again
in Kuala Lumpur in August 1975.

In August 1978, in his capacity as a practising Barrister in England, he
participated in the American Bar Association Centennial Convention held
in New York as a British guest.

My Previous Publications

1. Three Months in New China and the Soviet Union — 1953.
2. My Impressions of China and the Peace Conference — (in Tamil) — 1953.

3. The Way Out for the Tamil Speaking People:
— INDO-CEYLON FEDERATION - March 1978.

4. Tamil Eelam Nation and U.N.O. — December 1978.
5. The Way Out for the Tamil Speaking People

— INDO-TAMIL EELAM CONFEDERATION

2nd Edition (with certain additions) — June 1984.

- 6. Thamil Eelam — Provisional Government (working paper) — 1982.

8. A Tamil Eelam Voice in the U.N.O. — 1990

9. 24:! t ’
@6’. (En — "TO':T @gg\/ @\Yﬁg&gza July 1990
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My dear reader

Believe me when I say that if not for you I would not have even thought of preparing
a book like this.

Any publication dealing with recent events covering nearly 50 years, even in a
summary, sketchy and personalised form, is bound to create interest among the
affected people, young and old. I feel sure that it would be useful as well.

As early as in 1979, Mrs. Indira Gandhi on receipt of a letter sent to her at New Delhi

by the Tamil Coordinating Committee enclosing pictures of Tamil youth tortured and
killed by the Armed Forces of the Sri Lankan Government, promptly and immediately
deplored such killings and described them as ‘horrible’. She started her reply, dated
27.8.79:

‘I have just received your letter dated 22.8.79. .’

Obviously she was so moved by the torture picture that she called it ‘horrible’ and also
went on to indirectly blame the Moraji Desai Government for tolerating such actions
by the Sri Lankan Government. (Both her letter and the picture are found in the
book).

The killings continue thousand times worse!

Everyone realises the increasing role the U.N. Security Council is called to play in
world affairs. Afghanistan, Cambodia, Yugoslavia, come immediately to the mind.

But why the killings in Sri Lanka and Tamil Eelam do not attract the urgent
attention of the world body is a matter of deep concern.

This book is a dedication to Kovai Mahesan
(long time Editor, Suthanthiran) who passed
away in Madras on 4 July 1992.
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