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PARVALAN - APPRECIATION
e e

A Message from
His lordship Most Reverend Emmanuel Fernando, Bishop of Mannar Diocese

| know well that Mannar Mathoddam is famed for its Eelam
Literature history of Art and culture. “The History of Mannar Mathoddam
Tamil Poets” a book written by Benjamin Selvam records the development
of the historical events of art and culture in the Mannar soil under the
protection of Our Lady of Maruthamadhu, through the untiring effort of
hundreds of local artists.

In keeping with this tradition, the services rendered to the
Mathoddam soil by Late Sebamalai Motham Paul in many fields, as a
poet, teacher, a school principal, local physician and a researcher, | am
grateful to God for giving such a talented personality to the Mannar soil. It
is noteworthy that this great man who has done a yeoman service to the
Tamil Literature, Community and to the church has also dedicated one of
his children, Rev. Fr. Peter Manoharan to the service of God in the Mannar
Diocese.

Among his many creative writings, Motham's “Parvalan”, a dance
drama, stands foremost and it is a matter of happiness that this work of
art is coming out in the form of a written document. The basic theme for
this dance drama is taken from the Old Testament, the story of one of
the Patriarchs, Joseph, the son of Jacob. The effort of Mr. M. Sundaram
Pandiyan, a retired school principal in bringing out this dance drama in
a book form should really be welcomed. Likewise, the hard work put
into this effort by Mr. Karan Paul, Mr. Motham Paul's eldest son, is also
praiseworthy.

This dance drama with deep meaning and moral values in book
form, we hope, will find its way in many hands. We sincerely thank
everyone who contributed to this laborious task.

In the Service of Christ,

Rt. Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Fernando

19-01-2019 Bishop of Mannar Diocese
igitized by Noolaham Foundat
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The author’s previous poetry book won a Best Book prize in the Poetry and Literature in 2012
awarded by the Cultural Department, Ministry of Education, Northern Province, Sri Lanka.
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SUMMARY OF THE DANCE - DRAMA STORY

Pharaoh rules Egypt. His army commander, Potiphar, buys Joseph
from the traders. Joseph grows up at Potiphar's house. He is made overseer
in the house. Joseph grows up to be a very handsome man in form and
appearance. Potiphar's wife falls in love with Joseph and entices him. But
Joseph refuses to pay any attention to her but rather advices her. But the lady
in her husband's absence forcefully embraces him. But joseph escapes from
her leaving his tunic in the hand of the lady. On her husband's return home,
she accuses Joseph of bad behaviour towards her. Believing her accusation
Potiphar jails Joseph. Joseph is in the prison with other king's prisoners.
Among them were king's chief butler and chief baker. Because of his good
conduct, he finds favour with the keeper of the prison. He makes Joseph
in charge of other prisoners. The chief butler and chief baker have dreams.
loseph interprets their dreams. The chiefs are released from the prison
and restored to their former position in Pharaoh's palace. Pharaoh also has
dreams and Joseph interprets them and finds favour with the king. Joseph is
made lord over all Egypt. Now, Potiphar rules the country.

A daughter is born to him through prayers and penance. The king of
Arabia, Prasath, wants to marry her claiming that she is his uncle's daughter.
He sends message to Potiphar claims the right to marry her. But Potiphar
refuses to give his daughter in marriage to Prasath, Prasath wages war and
dies in the battle. According to the word of God's messenger, Potiphar gives
his daughter to Joseph in marriage. Joseph and Photiphar's daughter, Pundit
Asath become husband and wife. They live happily with Potiphar's blessings
and dowry. This is the two night dance drama of Joseph.
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