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Reﬂect:ous From' My |Past
— DR. N. ETHIRVEERASINGAM

I thank the organizers for
on me the honour of
uest Al the [irst senior

q.thlﬂiu meeting of the IDAAA 1
also had the privilege of compating
in. the Ffirst inter club athletic
impionships  organized by the §
1 Sports Association in 1953
gh there has been a long
lapse, we are all happy that the
m Tom!ed JDAAA has bequn to
the tradition of giving the
ymmg the opportupity to perform

~ On this memorable oceasion
1 like to share with you two cf my §
inthe HIrd Asian Games |

?a Japan in 1958 and
1d in Djakarta, Indonesin

: 1&52 In 1958 I was studying at the Unwersny of California
at Los Angoles (UCLA). 1 was jumping 6 M 6 in regularly
% the track meets rua under JAAF rules. That height was
one inch higher than the Asian Games rezord I set with three
_others when wecleared 6 It 5 in. at 1hr: Tind Asian Games

@Q&\.\

quer @()FH

Lhez had never won before. The coach

IIVAIBT HIEDPMU 2 LTG5

o, 2 fm, O fim,
LRSS '\_'.,w"«i;.t. e e

04, 05 - 02 - 1295

held in Munila, Philippines in 1954 while' I was still at Jaffna

Centeal, The CAAA unprecedentedly set the qualifying height

higher than the winning height at the previous games, No other

event had even a second place winning mark as the quali—
fying standard. Even today the Asian Games record is not
the qualifying standard for even the Olympic Games.

I was left out of the team of athletes, boxers, wrestlers
and swimmers who were selected. The Sports Editor of the
Ceylon Daily News, the late Mr. Carlton Sengveratne, smg!.,-
handedly attacked the CAAA and The Ceylon Olympic
Committee for dropping me from the team and argued the
case for my Selection, The Olympic Commitlec relented and
selocted me and said that there were no [unds to send mo
to Tekyo from Los Angeles. A businessman, Mr. Donavan
Andre, paid thecost of my trayel and participation in Tokyo.
It isTimportant to note that this is the time of the Chelvanayagam/
Bandaranayake Pact and J, R Jey awardena’s infamaous march.

When 1 received the telegram of my selection | showed
it to my coach Elvin! Drake, He seemed not pleased with
the good news becsuse the Pacific Coast Athletic Conference
Championships was during the same weekend as the Asian

Games. UCLA had the chance to win the championships which
reminded me that
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UCLA was sponsoring my studies at UCLA and not Ceylon,
Rafer Johnson the silver medalist in the Decathlon at the
1956 Olympic Games and later the gold medalist in the Rome
Olympics was our captain. He had visited Ceylon tarlier on
an athletic tour and advised me to do What [ think is best
for myself and the country. I informed coach Drake that I
want to win the gold medal ror mysel”, my people and for
Ceylon. He with a smile agreed and said that he had already
asked the equipment officer to pack 4dll athletic pear I need
in a UCLA bag for me to take to Tokyo. He said he was
sure that T would make the right decision. Today the new
athletic stadium at UCLA is named after him.

Because of the delay in my selection I arrived only two
days beforz the event in a non -stop flight from Los Angels
to Tokyo. I practiced only one day in Tokyo befors my
evenl. The three jumpers who shared the record with me and
wha beat me by misses in 1954 also participated in 1958,
I was determined mot to let history repeat. I was happy when
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1 won and
the other participants

‘set & new record at

from Ceylon won any medals.

6' 8" (2.03m). None of
The

Prime Minister Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike sent me-a telegram
which said that Cevlon was proud of my achivement.
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(From P 2)

I did not then know that two or three days after I won,
the riots apainst the Thamils started. S.P. Arndt who wis
Chief-of-Mission to Tokyo left sudenly with the team and
returned to Colombe and was invelved in shipping refugees
to Jaffna.

When I returned fron USA in 1961 with & Bachelors
degree in Agriculture Management 1 was nol able 1o get &

job jor eight months, The British Council then employed me:
It was 196] and the

the Jalfna Kachcheri and Mrs. Bandaranaike sent the Army
to the North,
In 1962 the selection commitiee of the CAAA and the

Qlympic committee once again failed toselect me but selected miny
other athletes and the hockey team. The Late Mr, Carlton Seni

veratne once again wrote arlicles supporting my selection. |
was clearing 6' 6" at that time which was the silver medal
winning height in 1958, The Olympic commitiee giayve in,
selected mie and made me captain  Like they did in 1958 a8 |
was the most experienced athlete at that time: That week
end 1 jumped 6 61/2" and broke my own Ceylon record,

That same night on August 5, 1962 | received the saddest

message of my life. My brother awho was in the UCLA  track
team aod who just gradumted wifh desstd 18y Endaaniie
was 4 passenger in 4 car aceident nd died ol brend inguries,
For 10 daws 1did not ent; 1 went $dUbdakbothl With b)) [dedat:

Thamils staged a satyagraha, in front of

to Competo. 1 jumped 6' 63/4" (2, 00m jand took second place.

The 19 years old high Jumber from Japan,
at 6'9 3/4" and broke my record had come to me at practice
two days  earlier and said through an interpreter,  that in
1938 ‘he watched me jump from the stands behind me. He
was then a Fifiesn year old school boy. He also watched me
jump on TV where the Japanese conches presented an analysis
ol my straddle style, He then practioed hard 1o tuke part
in the '02 Games. He said he was glad he got the chance
to jump with me. He bowed and thanked 'me aguin and lefr,

who

I felt bappy that 1| was passing the toreh to the next
Asian champion who looked to me for guidance and inspir-
ation, 1 rembered how in 1948 after seeing the Film of ihe
London Olympie Games where Duncan White won @ Silver
medul in the 4000m hurdles. The whole school suw the film
at the Regal theatre. Duncan’s Perlormance  inspired me to
train daily and want to take parl in the 1952 Olympic Games
in Finland.

My expetience in 1945 und the Japanese high jumpers
experience in 1958, though fen years apartand half o world
across and 47 and 37 vewrs ago are similar.; Tine has only
made these experiences richer. Irrespective of whatever ohstacles
others place before us, it is impartant for egach of us to do
vl hestatid ~clenr the obstacles dnd perform our best. Thus,
we_pass the tofeh to the best of our nex!t generation Irrespictive
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