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Remarks of Appreciation by Eminent
Councillors..

‘Phe Hon'ble My. €. B COREA:—"T have mébd the ‘leaflet
through carefully and agree with much of what is said in the seve-
val lotters. [ understand the watter of the A G A. of Maunar
has baen sabisfactorily arranged and that he is to remain in
aubtiority, dsspite his colonr, I am quite in agreement with the
statement that the prachice of getting pleaders to act on the Bench
in the Courts whetre they practice 'is vigious in pl'mmp]e For
- one thing if places the Judge under abligation to the memher of the
Bai who mccomodatba falimh This results in very undesirable
eonditions. In 10%1& to the ease of the Kalubara Mudaliyar;
this 75 an iostanee prowing that  primefavourities of the Heads '
are not to be preferred to men of standing and merited vegard in
Yociaty. With the latter  noblesse oblige.’

T shall await a ~convenient season’ to ‘write on thu suhjsct re
tha factor which ko ancient Bastern Socieby obliged "Pre-eminence’
to observe righteousness and prevented tyrannical * Family-

Bandyism '

The Hown'ble Mr EDWARD. W. PHERERA:—"'Mr. A, P
Tharobyah has pablished a pamplilst of refreshing eandour dealing
with loeul grievances which deserve the careful attention of the
Government and of the public. The question of substituting a
Haropsan Assistant Government Agent at Mannar during the Pearl

Fishery ritises £ important question of prin¢iple and F hope that

Governinent will not be o indiscreet as to persist n it, as the racial - -

diserimination by the (loverament. in the matter of the Passages,
has had o demoralisingeffect on she Caylonese mambers of the Civil
Horvice. Mr. Thambyah's little book is written in Vigorous

.
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Bnglish, the points are elearly placed and T heavtily reommend it *’

The Hon'ble Mr JAMES PRIRTS:— T Liave read the contribu-
tions to the press oun ' the proposed. appointment of A specink
officer of the rank of A, G. A. to supervise the Pearl lishery and
on the subject of * Family Randyism ' in Mannar, I agree thab
if the practice of appoiuting the A G A, to supervise the camp is
daparted from, an impression will be ereated in the mind ol the
public that the present A G. A. s passed. over on tha ground of
nafionaliby, Tha Government, no doubt, has uther valid re}}:-ifms-n
. for the fn‘opbsaed arrangement, but it would be prudent to avoid
such an impréssion by entrusting the work to the A G. A. accord-
ing to precedent, siving him temporary assistance for tho prelor
manics of his usnal duties.  If there is ‘ Family Bandvism' in
Mannar as suggested, 1k ssems to me that the present A, (3 A with
his knowledge of the country and the people is the best person to
deal with the matter.”

The Hon'ble Mr €. W. W. KANNANGARA:—" L {ind that
the present A. G, A, Mannar is also in chavge of the Fishery
although anathar npert‘-‘.()'n has heen appointed as superviser, Ii
negessary Me. I W. Pervera will attend to the matter. 1 shall
disenss with him. Your ohject is a veiy laudable one and may
vou suceeed init " ;

‘A Canagaratnam Esqr, Bditor " Ceylon Patviot ' and the first
Chairman of the Jaffua Urban District Couneil: — 1 have come to
knew a great deal af how things go int Mannar since the Election
Campaign started. Tt is all very interesting I think theve i3 a
great deal more of political education of the massey that 15 required.
I aw glad that vou have devoted yourself, so very wmuch, flor the
promotion of the walfave of that Disteict. I sm suve in the colrse

of & tew ‘more years with your ow o work and others’ work the pea-

sants there, will be placed in a position of independence as peasants

elsewhare.”

-
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A, Maha Deva Esqr. M. A Barr-at-Taw:—

“T have just finished reading throngl the printed matter you enelosed,

The pamplilet iz mainly eoncerned with an exposnre of the malprae-

tives, admitted or alleged, of certian officials and  also  warns the
Clovernment of  almses prejudicial to cood Governmment which ave
inevitable if ‘Tamily Buulyism’ s permitted, or if the present

poliey of utilising Crown Progtors to act on the Bench is eontinued,

Your name is quite familiar to me and 1 have heard  some

frieids of mine speak flatteringly of you”

R. Skt PATIIMANATHAN Esqr M A. Barr-at-Law;— 1 read
with interest the papers submitted to me and I think vou deserve
great credit in having exposed the “dung’ scandal in  Mannar
There is no erime more atrocions  than h‘l{:ﬁing the pockets of
the poor by persons in femporary authority.’ The Governor's
dietum shoald be tlie only basis on whieh Justice should be admini-

stered in this country, ’

What is this specinl quulity which distinguishes British
Justice ? Its even-mindedness, its impartialiy, and ibs fearleness
in championing the canse of the weak against the rich and
the powselul  So long ag chese characterishics are observed,

the name of Britain. would be veversd hy the peaple of Mannat.

[ hope yon will continne to do your good work to bring the

orievances of the poor to the uotice of a larger public
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I
PREFACE.

In the name of Fod, my King and Country, [ apply myself,
to this task and bumbly a,p_mﬁea.l to Hizs Excelleney the President and
the Honourable Membersof the Legislative C(Juncil to pernse with
patisnes, tha pagss of this unpratentious booklet and to determine
whether the 26,000 people of the Mannar Distriet, committed by the
Divine and Alinighty Power to their charge and cave, are in
a position to say, ''Wae ave British eifizens and enjoy the full rights
of British Citzenship.'®

Bsfore proceeding further, T think, 1 owe the public and
the Government a word of explanation, why of all others, 1
should be taking the keenest and the wost abiding interest in

this question,

My grand parents who were Jaffenese went to Mannar
about 75 vears ago, bought lands and settled down there, in
business. They wade Mannar the land of their adoption
My father the late Mr. Arnlapper Thambyah, a celebrated Native
Madical Practitioner of his day died 4 premature death. I swas at
thabt time only 4 vears old, and my mother, one of the handsomest
loveliest, and most religicusly bent ladies, in the Distriet
was only 21 yeais T\'I:\-"Ea,ther who was, rather extravagant
in his living, did not leave much hshind for our maintenance.
Several of my closest relatives volunteered to undertake my
education. My mother who iz a person of superabundant
gensitivaness declined with thanks all the kind offers and under-
took herself to educate ms 1 began my alphabets at St
Xavier's School, then cilled Good Shepherd’s FEnglish School
Mannar. When [ was studying in the 2nd standard, my
elderly vefatives and [riends in the neighbourhood organised

a Literary Improvement Society. My enthusiasm for undertakinga
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of that nature, even in my childhood, was so great that,
I offored and my services were accepted for six cents a week fo
sweep the soeis.r's hall, arvange the chairs and light the lamp.
I was also encouraged 5o deeclaim recitabions just belore the
commencement of the meesrings of the Society.  The members
digeussed abt their meetings aboub that great Irish Patriot and
Emaneipator, Daniel O Connel 1 set this great Heroe as my ldol
Whenever T haned of the criesand bewailings of my afflicted country-
men I longed for theiday when [ would be able, myself to work by
constitutional means, for the emancipation of my country from the
thraldom of “tamily-bandyism”. This hurning desire was inereasing in
me as [ grew older and as theve Was brought before me, day after day,
evidenee olbhe acute sufferings of my countrymen owing tio the Central
Government having vested in the wnembers of a single family vasl
aofficial powers. Having finished my edueation in the Mannar School,
T was sent to B6. Patrickt’s College Jaffna, as # boarder. My mother
had now to toil hard and at the sweat of her brpw she remitted
to me hy the first of every meonth my (lollege and boarding fees
with a regularity, precision and promptitude of whieh I was justly
proud and which cansed my fellow-hoarders to make me, iu respect
of this, a targen of their envy. .

In the affairs of thelGollega Literary Assoeiation, [ evineed nob
o little interest. Finding the encouagements snd opportunities in
the College for literary improvement and the cultivatisn of the art of -
public-speaking inadequate, I resucitated a defunct Literary Associ-
ation inthe Townof which My, Barnard tha celebrated Tatin Scholar
was Prosident and Mr M. A Arul Anandan' B A Advocate, Secretary-
T was cloeted unanimously as the Seeretary of this Association,
while My. O. (¢ Hannibalsz B. A. Advocate of the Battiealoa Bax,

then a law-student was my assistant secretary.’
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Although T was engaged in these pursuits and was a student,
[ had not forgothen my dearest Mannar. The spirit of my inde-
pandence, public-spirit and love of adventure wers suech that I had

no taste for Government service.

After leaving school, I came here and started life on the
stall of the Ceylon “Morning Lieader” as proof reader on a salary
Rs. 20/00 psr month Three months later, I was taken a3
veparter, on to the stafl of the "Ceylonese” now known “Daily-
News.” It was in the columns of this paper that I made my maiden
attemph to picture o the Government and the public the woes and

throes of my country.

The late Mr. Arman De Souza than swhom there wasno
more fearless and earnest champion of oppressed humaniby, sup-
perted me in his paper on many an oceasion. The “Times of Ceylon’
the “Hindu Organ” and the “Morning Star” also gave me their editorial’
support,  Bat the friends of the members of the Mannar * Family
Bandy” who were in power at the Secretariat did not hearken to the
voice of Reason of Justice and of Righteousness and summarily dis-
missed the appeal made by the united Press of Ceylon tor

re-adjnstment.

I was not disheartened by failore. 1 kept up my agitation
trusting in the final triumph of British Justice and Sratesmanship,
On one oceagion I was asked to muke definibe and specific charges
against the members of the “Family Bandy.” Althongh this was
to me a Herexlean task, undergoing terrible privabionsees-os:
running grave risks and  at huge sacrifices, 1 caused charges of
corruption  and bribery to be made against one Mr..o..s
who was adigar, Mannar Island, some years ago and who s a

consin of the present adigar, Mudaliyar Muthutam by, Mr. 8. Anantham
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additional P M. Crown Puoctor  and Notary  Publie, and of the
other two adigars and of the Courts’ olficers. This (Gentleman
was asked to sesign his office. In plage of this adigar who had
resigned was appoinfea another member of the “Bandy” who was
KE.M. and who waa drawing a higher pay than an' adigar was
entitled o, then. Some time ago, representations were made to the
A (GG A, Mannar that large sums of money  were Leing swindled
from ignorvant Tslanders of Mandaitheevu. It appeats these Tslanders
were in the practice of eollesting cattle dung  without any official
interference, on crown lands in the Mautai Division, in the years past.
About three years ago, the Mantai adigar is alleged to have insisted on
the Tslanders to get permits from him before eollecting and removing
cattle dung! Whew these men went up to him, the adigar wanted them
to approach him through one Valliparam.  This man made the Island
folks understand thathe had purchased the dung on anannial rent from
the adigar and got from them Rs,. 40,00 for every hoat-load of dung

Before getting {ovthem (e permits from the adigar. |

Ap this time the subeolloctor in whom was vested  the powsr to
issne permits and who is a very keen and conscientions officer and who
aympathized with the Islanders wanted the adigar to let him lenow why
and e what anthority he ovdersd the lslanders: to possess his permits
to eolleot cattle dung, The adigar replied that he avay authorised to do
do this by # esrtain V.0, Rule. A day or two after ths, the subeollector
wrote to the adigar to let him have a veply Jin  writing. Conse-
quenlty the adigar made inguries from the A G4, ard communicated
to the subeollector the facts that he was not able to get at the V.C.
male but that the A G A had infermed him that it. was not an

offence to eollect cattle dung o the crowi lands in the Mantai division
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Even alter the Asst. Govt: Agent’s anthoritative proncuncement

and raling the adigar kept on issuing permits.

At the inguiry held at Velianknlam, the adigar appesis
to have said thas he did not ask the Islanders to get permits

from him.

Could His Excellency the President, the Hon'ble Members of
the Couneil and the hrainy section of #he public believe this?
The remarkable judgment deliversd by Mr. 8 D. Dhondy P.M.
Avisawella, in a case in which a  headman was charged aud
which is published in the 18th and 19th pages of this hooklet.

should be carefully read.

If the adigay did nob eompel the Islanders to get permits
from him, why did he at all, tell the subcollector shat he was
empowared by a V.C. rule te do this? Will Iis Excellsncy
inguire  why did the poor potter Avumugam of Vellankulam
axecnte the cabtle vouchers of the mileh cows infended as
¢ifts to the adigar. in the name of Vallipuram, the cheat and
swindler, and why was it mentioned in the vonchers that the
place where the cows wore to he taken was Nayatkulam
where, the adignr lives, If the adizar was not a party to this
fransaction and it he was innooent, why did he not bring this
matter of the illegal gift te the notice of the A.G A. iminediately
after he was informed hy the P.V. of Illupaikadavai, in whose
eustody the cows vemained, on their way ta the adigar’s place,

for two wveeks.,

It was clearly proved that for three vears, consecutively, these
opan and andaeions depredations went on! Does a Chief Head-
msn  who  permitted, thoush unconsciousiy, this public
awindling to zo on in his division, unehecked deserve to be retained
in office? Was not this adigar Serionsly censured by a previous
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A G A for the grave oflence of having destroved a tank hund,
for personal reasons and without lawful excuse or. authoriby?
When this _a,r_‘liga,r was [rrigation offieer, what sericus complaints
Were made by the farmers of Poom-rasan'klﬂfwf and ofher
adjoining villages? My Iast lotter to the Assb. Govi, Agent
Mannar, wnd his rapliss thareto published in the pagaes of this hook-
let will enahle His Esxeglleney the President and the Hon'ble Mem-
bers of the Couneil to draw their conclusions as regards the manner
in wwhich this unhappy Distriet was being administered! and how
this identical adigar has been discharging his duties, Wil
His Excelleney call for the papers connected sith the inguries
held on the representations, regarding this adigar, made by Rey.
Father Deslandes, O.M.1. on behalf of the poor Paravers of
Tranaithesyu? It may be that the Parava people who are iliterite.
were unable fo' substantiate their allegations, but what animus the
Parayers who are the humblest of the members of socieby and
who fol'm a wandering clan should bear, towards an adigar who,
they ‘know 18 all powerful in the placs. These are matters for
the closest serutiny  of His HExeelleney the President and’ the

Hon'hle Members of the Council

The host of the adizar of Mannar - Teland Division may
woll be abolished, ag’ it is - proposed to bé “done, in ‘the Taifna
Dirstriet  with vegard to the post ‘of the Juffna Town Division
Maniyagar. The Kaehehoary Madalivar ean  perfornt, with the
help of the town ndayar, 1;h(-_;-dua.] duties of interpreter and adigar.
This division is confined to a small avea and is easily’ actessible
tromsone end to the other. Tulaimannay, Pesalai Karusal, Erukalam-
pitty, Tharacunda and Mannar Town - which ‘compose this division
and are connected by railway, being in vory close proximity
to each other, can he looked after easgily by a - Kachehery

Mudalivar without prejudicing the dinterests of his lesitimate
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funebions.  there iz no neceszify for fhe Government to pay
motor car allowance to the T\'['u,ln_u}w Town Adigar as he could not
make use of thiy means.of convevance between Talalmannar
and Pesalai.  The tract hefween these fwa plages is one full
of sand and unsuited for motor  fraffz. The distanca hetween
Pesalai and Manvar Town s only 10 miles and, the: Adigar ean
use thetrain both morning aud. evening. Ii the Adigar is asked
to let the Goyermmnent know the nuinber ol the gallons of: petrol
‘consumed: monthly, i would he ascertalned whether the motor

ear allowance is: justitied?

If the Goyernment ‘considers the that retention of a distinet
and separate officer id indisp@nsable, it is highly noeessary thab
a  meamher from  the . Moorish .or the  Canpadian: coramuihy
whose members preponderate  in numbers, in the lsland Dhivision
and among whom, there avesuitable eandidates should be selected.
The young and insxperienced aspirant; fo this post, of the Telegraph
Departinent who has already hegun o make a proud and’ loud
boast that, it is a seftled faet.that he 'is to succeed the present
adigar should be reminded of the Governor's ruling that no Postal
and Telagraph Offiesr specially tramed at the expenses of the Gavern-
ment could leave his department, to serva in any other sphere
however eongenial, it might he, !

The Tharakundu administratien ease veferved 1o, In my letier
to the A G A is one whieh, T -hope will engage the setious
attention of His Lovdship the Chiel Justica. Leb the Government
heware of tho yiolent .presehing of the -extrems dochrine of

unon-caoperation by s pampered Jwyvourites! TDhecause tlie latber
could nok gratify their presonal desives and ambitions.  When
w handful of wmen wre so intoxieatéd with poswer, as 1o forchet

iheir vwn henelactors and ta prosu:ne that thev.have the strensth
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and the might to launch a campaign fo defy the Gavernment
established by law and to bring it inte conrempt and impotency,
what woull they not do to adopt = veign of terver over the
humbler and weaker subjects of His Majesty the King? If 1s
imperative that the A A. Mannar should be given an office
aspistant who eould, alse, actas P 3T This would enabla the A.GA.
to administer the District with sreatér care and vigilance and to
devote liis psrsonal attention tonll the swants of the District,
As things are, the AG.A. is greatlv embarassed. In winding
up the second reading' of the Village Communities Ordinance, His

Exeslleney the President said sz [ollows:—

"It must ba and should he the objset of Government to
ke justice above suspicion so that the villager may have
confidence in Village 'Tribunals. Without #hat confidence all that
Government did in othér directions was lost! Justice wasbhe fiivst
thing; Justice o the poorest and the most inarticulate of the people”
I am sincerly of opinion that His Hxeelleney will not allow any
aaneial consideration fo sway in his mind, but that he will translate
his words into deeds by appointing an Office Assistant to the
AG A, Mannar and by transferring the Courts’ Seerstary who is the
livst cousin of the adigars, to some other station and by sending an.

other in his place.

As far w8 my personal velations are conesrned, with the
gentleren | agwinst whom T earry on this campaign | make
bold to say that I am, one of their friends They attended my
ante-nuptial At Home” nnd elected me as tne Secretary of
the public meeting held sometime ago to memorialise - the
(Government regarding the emly construction of the Mannay
bridge. On receipt of the invitation eard from Mudlivay 8. Anan-
tham fo attend the wedding of hiseldest danahter [ proceeded
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to his house and engaged him in a pleasan’ tall, I told him' that
il he was a leading man in the District, it was his paramount
duty to counsel, and check mate the excesses and wrong-doings
of his relatives in offices ana, if this'wad donA that, T would have
no cause for complaint, and would readily drop my agitation
from the yery happy and auspicious cceasion of his daunghter's wedd-
" ing As T did nof geb a ready and enthusiastic reaponse to my ferms
of pesce, in the interests of my country which, T sonsider
dearer and neaver fo my heart than, my mother, -rﬁy w;l-fe;
mv onlyehild and every other worldly treasure, I ended my
truce and sbarted operationswhich, T hope with Divine Assistance
1 shall continue till the end of my  life. As long a8 I am
actuated by ne base or sordid motive. as I bear no grudge
towards any/ ‘bedy and as my only dedire is tosee that equal
' opportudities ave placed ut the dispesal of one and all, for
‘progress amd’ advancement, [ am certam of final triumph.
As vegards the libsllous statement made in cerain quarters
that  outsids the “Family Bandy' there are no others com-
-petent to held public 'offices, [ may be permitted to ecite the
case of Mudaliyar 8. M <P. Vandercone, retived ecivil servant.
This eminent and illustrious son of Marnnar. wha belongs te one of
the highest, the most leading and influential © Tamil familiés in
the North, served in his hirth place, in a  minar office.  Finding
that he wonld ‘not he permitted fo vise up higher; although
Nature had  bestowed on  him. remarkable powers of intellect,
in addition to his sterling moral character, he got a transfer,
to the Puttalary Kachehery where, in the absence of  “Family
Bandy"” impedimen$ he rose to the highest position and honeur
the (Government eould confer on a. worthy CUeylonesa of his
pasition. :

I could cite innumerable and various instances and ' explode
this mis-statement, = Mudaliyar Vendercone: wha was the
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last* of- the President-Mooopus of S, Bebastian’s Church was
sccorded a farewell, by the more prominent members of the
Chureh and his friends on the eve of his tcanster, On the day
of hiz departare from the land of his birth to a strange and
nnknown place, much against his heart’s desive, bubt only pressed
by sheer necessiby and want, he went from houss fo house, among
friends and velatives and bade goodbye, while tears were
rolling down his cheeks. Willa the Mudaliyar's son-in-law Br.
. Felix 8. Paul and Mr Franeispillai Ponraja both; of the
Manmar Bar, and from whom the econntry expects mugh, kindly
take note of this and discharge their duties and responsibilities to their
, -eountry in & mannper worthy of their departed and glovious
ancestors! I do not want that they should make themselves
engmies of any person or persons, hut let them by their conduet
show that they eould not be made tools of, by those who
want the Lion’s share in every-thing, while they want others to
he ‘satisfied with the’ cmmps that fall from their tables.
Liat these gentlemen look abt the number of the administration
cases that come up before the Mannar Courts and see what
their shares are. Ilwb every one fight for equal rights
:and fair treatment! This ought ta be the highest ideal of a
‘great and good man.. The tale of My, Alexander Figurado who
- wag Becretary and Inspector, Mannar Sanitary Board for about
18 years, cannot . be fold without one’s heart being moved.
This  gentleman who belongs toa deeent family and who
possesses all the required gualifieations, was highly recommended
for the adigarship of Musali., The competition was * hetween
him and one Mr, Arulappa a member of the "Bandy.” Though
better qualified than Mr. Asulapa, Mr. Figurade’s claims were
ignored. Bubseguently Mr, Figurado’s salary was also reduced from
Rs. 80 to Rs" B0 per month, Messts. Felix Paul and Kachehu

. Mohamadn, the new members of the Board, T trst, will see
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their way to do Justice fio a deserving and loyal officer. 1 should
ask my Jaffna friends vesident in Mannar to show their spirit of
independence, fearlessness and manly character in defending the
rights of the weak,

One Sangary Kathiraveln of Tharaculam Jaffua sent a Habeas
Corpus petition No. 90 to the Supreme Conrt praying thab his brother's
son in the custody of one Mr. Chelliah. may be ordered to be delivered
to him. This was sent for inquiryte the P.M. Jaffna. Csthira-
velu appeared  hefore the P.M. who, informed him  that
the matter would he veferred to the P.M. Mannar. Cathiraveln
thrangh his  Proctor objected to the fransfer as he could not contest
Jin an outside Court agsinst Mr. Chelliah who belonged to a family
which wielded terrorising - influenee in ~ Mannar. The objection
having heen over-ruled, Cathiraveln appeared in the Mannar Police
Court where au inguiry was held 1 put myself in eorrespondence with a
lawyer-friend of wmine at Hultsdorf and gof a copy of the Mannar
Police Court inquiry proceedings. Mr, Chelliah stated at the inguiry
that the hoy was attending the R’ €' School and that he pot
Drs Shockman and Rajaratnam  to  attend on the - boy when he
was siek and that the mother of the bey wanted him fo fake
charge of the hoy ete, ete. To verify the truth of these sworn
statements, T wrote tothe Hon'ble the P.CM.O. who sent me the
following reply:—

“The medieal officer then in charge of the Mannar Hespital
informs me that he is not aware of any child in charge of
Mr. Chelliah.” T also inquired from the principal of the R.C. School
Mannar and he informed that he did not believe that a bay
aswering to my descriptions ever attended his school. Having
proceeded so far, I appealed to H. J. C. Pereira Haqr. the greatest
champion, today, in Ceylon, of human liberty to appear free for
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this poor man and hé roadily complied with my regaest. DBut the
Supréme ‘Gourt "did not order ‘a fresh inguiry in Colambo. There
is yet room and time for His Lordship the'Chief Justice to re-open
this matter,

Do 'not the pﬁb]ic know, who ‘the ‘memibers “of the new and
powerful syndicate that monopolise ‘the rents and contracts are?
Isit fair for a' few powerful persons to form an alliance, to defeat
the efforts” of Sndividusl membera' of the publie? Some perso.s
startle me by stating that as Hw members of the *TFamily Bandy"
"-belong to an ancient and leading f.s.mlly they are entitled to Government
patronage. May I know from these persons when this family began to lead
whether they ars aware of the date and intidents connected with
“"theadventis Mannar, of Pummppath::ai and Prasoodum Peramal from
South Imitia, what their oecapation was and who the surviviﬁg members
of that stoék are? Mav I' also know what were the worth and
postion of the late Mudaliyar Seemampillai and Mr. Vlasuill.hi hefore
tihf‘}“ weré appointed aligars? These are mattvm \ﬂuch I am eompelled to
wiite much against ‘my wish ahd simply fo expose the arwnt
nonsense of inferested persons and to elear any lni"sco_ncep'tion in the
minds of ‘responsible officials. In this democratic age, I would be
the last person not to recognize talent and  veal worth, 1 do not
consitler it, #t all an act of shame, for a person whatever may he
his birth, to rise from the lowest tothe highest runk of the ladder
of fortune. But T demand that the right to progress and advance
be not reserved to any single family but that it may be extended
o dhe and all.

To eclear 'all misandprstandingé I should say that I have
no ides whatever of seelkig Government empolyment. As soom as T
was released fromincareeration during the period, the colony was pTaced
under martial law in 1915, a very high official through Sir. A’
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Kanagasabai persuaded e to dceept a post under Government  which 1
declined with thanks. In  the Jaffna library, Sir. Ambalavanar, on
sne occasion veferred to this ingident and gently rebuked me, for

“having missed what was, in hir opinion, & golden opportunity.

The aets " of h.ribery and ('zormpl'.ism n :L'h.e' public services
veported in the press sinee the convietion Jn the Supreme Court
of Wijesinghe gx-Chief Clerk of the Forest' Department down
to the convietion, in the same tribunal, of Mudaliyar e Mel should
shock the public eonscience and open its eyes to the gravity of
the situation! My letter to the A.G.A. Mannar, regarding cerfain
alieged seandals and lis reply thereto shonld eonvince 'Mr- James
Peiris the leaderof the peoples’ representatives and his ecolleagnoes
that it is imperative in the interest of good (Government that
the, legislature should be ealled upon to appoint a commission to
inquire inte the eauses of corruption and bribery in*the public seryices
and to recommend remedial’ measures. I ask the 1lon’ble Mr, W. F.
Duraisamy whose manifest duty is to safegnard the interest of the
Northern Provinece tointerpellate the Hon’blethe Colonial Secretary with
4 yiew to prevent vepefitions of public seandals and to - mini-
mise potty tyranny, as to what disciplinary action has been taken by
the A.G/A. Mannar, :

The question nf appointing a BEuropean Civil Servant as
A. G+ A, Pearl Fishery Camp, thanks to the political wisdom of
His Txesllenecy the Governor and the Hon'ble the Colonial
Secretary, has been satisfactorily setled. 1 should, in this connec-
tion express my sincere thanks to the Editors of the * Times of
Ceylon,” of the ' Observer,” 8f the “Independent,” of the
“Morning Leader,” and of the " Ceylon Daily News™ for having
extended to me the -courbasy' of the eolumns of thair respecti\-re
journals. i






Mysteries unravelled.

The following is a spminary of a lobker to the  AG.A. Mannur
dated 1l April 1924—
Sir, ; ;
With yeference to your reply fo the people of Mandaithesyn,
may T kriow, if the statements are frus that thel Maniai .Adigﬂr
it net agk the Islanders to grt permits from him and  that le
L not autliorise: Vallipuram to levy any chiwpee, why did 1-he Adi.
par waih the islanders to approach’ him “through V:ﬂlijmmm wlhiy
Aid ‘the potter Atnmugam of Vellankulam gel thie cattle vouelers
of the cows intendnd as  gifts. to ‘the Aihg.;.q, ﬁ:ﬂr-uh;ul i the
pame of Vallipuram, why did not the o Adigar 'bnn,; the mittey
of the Llleg(ﬂ gift to the A.(h A'snotice, as he elaims to be innocent
why did the Adigar o]l the sabeollector that e was - anthorised
by a V.0 rnle | to issue permits and why did he not ceaso 18211
ing permibs after the uling wi the sabject by fthe AG.A. T it
is troe that two men svithout permission, gondueted with the aun-
wivanee of two ainor headmen, n a place situated by thlla-. side
af u public theroughfare, only ;uilcs from the Adign’s honse,
o yatfle involving about Rs 1000 and if it 1s  true that B laree
anmher of the pubilic  who attengded - tlie raffle “complained  of
having been cheated, why did not the Ad’i:‘gar take  immediate

getion in the matber? A
A . -~

T#is true that the Chief Ieadman of the Tsland Division
did not bring ths mabber of the eoucealment, hy one Ushuian
kandu, of an - administration cuse fnvolving  several thonsands of
rupees, to the notice’ of the anthorities?  Tsit alsa frae that Mr.
Ananthain, additional P. M. Crown Proctor and Notary publie, brother _I
af the Adigar whe execufed fhe deed made-an  effort. to settle

the case oub of court?
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I8 7t feae that, 1% the sebelement had  been ‘effected, the matfer
wonld ' nok Tads .qeen.l the l:'g'h‘r.. of day and  avoald have yosulled
T the Toss of public. revenue. L5 io also true that, the use” af
“duift net.s”' whieh iz  prohibited by “law. in. tho interest af. His
.Mlle:-LVq ';[’ ;,rl”[%mké .sz al"uwed' to  go onl unghecked, by the
Adigar, Mannar Tsland [)nmon For anwml years past ate, efe. T tha
above are frue what piishment  lias “heen :m?tr‘ﬂ ol t-nlt e dedine

qmmt{s,

R | Siad 4 B Tﬁamb‘}aah
- Evasive Reply from the A.G.A. Mannar.

Sy el _ :

5 Lo Re Para 2 of your letter, I hiave o state tlit ai Liguiry was

Tiald on  representations Toade in your letter of 19th etober 1923

and one Gk Andreis Appu of - Ulbaivayarkuldinwas proseented  and

puuishe'd for ~aeliir_1g Itickets for a lottery  in gontravention of gel 1011
4 0f ()rdmame No, 8 of 1844, ' : 7

As log:n'ds pira 3 ne Uduma Vema was »ﬁuhaei;uent] Pro-

seontad for offences 11.‘__111.15.imb_1§e ImdL.‘I_ st‘LLLO[IH 517 and 547 of the

C‘_l."ﬂ procedure Code and | lie wihs, after ti-.-uh acemitted.

'} \'Trmﬁ-é“f-vn.lu- que’rin-u vl to. mattess  which do’ net eon
em “me .111:‘1 L i l]rﬂ' pmmwd to wtve anys further infopniation
on the %i;fe{metmrcd ’no, usr ‘do 1 wansider yau are entitled to he

i mfmruw], swhiath BT o1 moet, any disetphnaey | action was fulcen AgEainst

palilic, Stcets *r'id-n-_u umim e,

AR 1 m.‘u, eti, { "~
g, C—- i KRL:M.ESIN(JHP _*\-L_(i'.ﬁ_
{ I 111\*11:9 the attenmﬂu o thls of Mri E. T Smith whose appoint-

P. T hail with delight, On receipt of the A G A's
Teply I sent'a tnemorial, submitting, [resh parbiculars to His

ment as G

Hzeelleney, the Governer, and now, I am asked to interview
the AGIA Manmar. A P.T. 3
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The folowing le.'ers were published in the Ceylon
“Daily News"” and the Ceylon ““Daily Mail”

THE MANNAR ASST. GOVERNMENT AGENCY,

Sir,— There is & runour that the Central Goverment is
psonsidering the icea of gending to Mannar & British Civil Servant
. in view of the 1925 pearl fislery as there would be present & large
number of Burepsans (Offietal and Unofficial }

The present A G. A. who is & Ceyloness and who hiag scecom-
plished what mauy of his eelebrated predecessors were niot able to do
owing to their nob having been familiar with the condibions of the

people, has banefitted both the people and the Government in many .

- r@spects.

_ The question of the use of drift nets, the collestion of cattle
dung, the Tharakandu administration 0888 and other matbers which
no one of his predacessors was able to tackle wore sottled by tho
prosent A G. A. The thousands, nay tens of thousands of the pil-
grims ‘who visited the Holy Shrine of onr TLady of Rosary at Madu
will testify to the powers of organisation, gupervision, and adminis-
trative ability with which he conducted the annual camp, without
giving the least room for complaint to the pilgrims. The number
of the pilgrims, last year, was the largest, ever mustered at Madu.
With regard to the comlort and convenience of the pilgrims and to.
the sanitary arrangements, in all their minutost details, the A G A
gave his best sttention. 1 do not think that half the number of the
pilgrims at Mada will be at Marichchukuddy.

Or even if nora than that rumber goes to the near]l fighery
what is the necessity for gending another Civil Sarvant te Mannar
when the present ineumbent has been tested and nob found
wanting ¢ : Foure ehe.

2-2-94., ) ! SENTINEL.

P. S5-I do not give mtch crodit to thigiumour as the policy
of tha present Governiment is to discourage race antagonism and
as it emanates from bhose few persons in Mannar whose seifish

ambitions are being olipped by the pressnt A G A
Yours ste. B
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_ . (No. 2) :

SIRr,—In a recent issue of your esteemed paper a correspond-

ent on the above subject under thé nom-de-plume *‘‘Sentinel”
veferred fo & yamour current in the Mannar district regarding the
Present A, G. /\'s trarsfer owing to tha fortheoming pearl fishery.
I join “Sentinel” in the prrtest against the transfer of the A G. A,
on the ground that he is a Geylonese. As for the other ohservations
‘made by “Senfinel” 1 certainly say that the present A. G. A,
has doﬁe what many of the previons Assistant Government Agents
haye failed to do. Bub to say in the same breath that ho has accor- :
plished [or Mannar everything partieularly in redpeet to the evils
of “Family Bandyism,” is s matter with which I cannot honestly
concur for the following among other reasons. Tha people of the
Mannay, Distriet, appealed to successive Governors to break the
“Family Bandy” as such strong indissoluble eombination in the
public seryieas in a backward and illikerats pla:.c'e'like Mannar were

injurious fo the proper administration of instice.

The petitions were referved to successive Assistant Government
Agents, These officials againgt whose bona Sides, 1 cannbt malee
any impeachment wara not conversant with the conditions which
then obtained in Mannar. Consequently, they supported their

subordinate officers who were alsa their chief advisors.

The present A. G. & s i n mor forfunato position, He
18 % Jeyloneses He has held high Judieial funetions ;md has appren-
ticed himself under that great and distinguished administrator
8ir, then Mr. John G. Fraser, who was for many years. the Govt.

Agent’ of the premier province of the island. His (ihe pragent)
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A. G. A’s) inquiries on the subjects of the “use of drift nebs and
the collection of cattle dung referred to by “Sentinel” should have
convineed him of the perils fo- which the administration of justice
is exposed and of the urgency for the overhauling of the whole

machinery of the Goverment in the Mannar District.
Yours eue.

Feh, 12-1923, Herutineer,

(No. 3.)
SiR,
Your correspondent ‘‘Serutineer” in today’s issue, on tha above

subject states that all the Assistant Govt. Agents before the present
A ¢ A supported their subordinate officers who were also their chief
advisers This is a piece of injustice to Mr. Harrison Jones ¢ ¢. 8. who
was Assistant Govt Agent Mannar about 15 years ago. This eminent
Civil Servant administered the Distriet without fear or favour and wi th-
out courting popularity of any party or clique: He did not eare in the
clear and stern discharge of his duties whether he caused displeasure
even to the mightiest man in the District. He was influeneed by no one,
He listened only to the inner voice of his conscience in the settlement of
adiministrative affairs, A cerbain petition or newspaper reference was :
senb by the Government to Mr. Harrison Jones for his report.  He had
to encounter many diffienlties. He was new to the place, raw and
inexperienced. Iis Kachcheri Mudaliyar was a member of the “Family
Bandy.” Anyhow he made an honest attempt fo do ]us duty. 1
certainly say that his report was not made in the manner in which his

predecessors or snceesaors masle,

I read in a “ecent issua of your paper-that this eminent and con-
seientions Civil Servant who was no popularity hunter, and who
dls(ouraged in his early career every kind of publie demenstration
~is to be honoared by the people of Matale where he last served

as A, G. A. A clack tower is to be eveeted to the memory of Mr.

Harrison Jones,
Youra ete,

% Antignarian.
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(No. 4.)

S1r,—There has not been the slightest rumour in this part of the
district with regard to the transfer of the present A- G A, nor ig thers
the slightest likelihood of such an event occuring in the near future.
All is pure imagination. I would have passed “Seruiinee)’s” letter with
the same contempt “‘Sentir.al’s” letter deserved but for the fact that the
man in the street may be led to believe that the allegabions were true

or the imaginary things complained of were really in existence.

- Mannar could well get on without the interference of scribes
of this kind who write of imaginary gricvancess when none exist and
try to hring the administation and the people to ridicule with & view
t0 gain their own end. I would strongly advise both “Sentinel” and
“Seputineer” to mind their own business instead of writing about

matters of which they know no more than the man in the moon.
Yours ete,
Mannar;, Feby. 18. Not of the Baudy.

(No. B)
THE EDITOR “DAILY MAIL"

— e — )

. Sip,—A letter appeared in your columns some time ago signed
hy “Sentinal” touching on matters of Importance connected with the
administration of Maunar District, the identical letter appeared in
the Ceylon “Daily News” and was followed by ochers including ome
written over the nom-de plums “Not of the Bandy,” Before the
correspondence on the subject was declared closel I think I was
entitled to a right of reply; but on sending the accompanying. letter
I was informed that the correspondence was eclosed: I thercfore beg
that yon will give publication to this letter.
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(LETTER REFERRED TO)

Sra,—Your correspmudant “Not-of the Bandy” in his contempt
for “Sentinel’*and in his anxiety to defend the “Pandy” has brought
Lis own power of rdasoning and judgment into contempt, In this part
of the distriel, your eorrespondent says there is not the slightest rumour
regarding the A. G. A's transfer. Tfalies are m.ine. When he says
in this part of the distriet, by what process of rearoning ¢ould he have
rushed fo the unfounded conelusion that the rumonr did not exist in
the othier parte of the distriet §  Moreover, did he consult the 26,000
people of the Mannar district before hie toek up cudgels on behall of
" his friends of the “Bandy ¥ This I suy is o physical impossibiiity
even for a syndicate. May I know what part of the District your corres-
pondent represents and from what part he hails 2. If he is not of tlie
“Pandy” if lie s not one whe is in their frast and confidence g
co-operates with theny; and if he is a staight forward, honest, and
indapendent exponent of publie opinion in the Mannar Distriet will he
take away the womanly sloack of anonymity and appearas Ido in this
instance under Lis own name? Will your corzespondent have the
hardihood to say that no inquirjes were held into the gnestions of the
colloction of cabtle dupg and the use of drift nets and that grievances
were nob redressed?  Will your correspondent explain why Muthial
Chetty left his family and children and lived in bis last days at
Kanganithiva? Why had he to go to the hospital and why only aiter
his death his body was removed by lLis relatives to be eremated? A
reply to these will conivines your readers who should be vompared with

i B o
the “man in the moon

Whatever ‘ot of the bandy” or I may write the A, G. A will
know the truth, and nothing but the truth, As regards your correspond-
ent’s statement that I am trying to serve my own ends, will he state
more clearly whether I over tried or fry to get a job in the Manner
Kachecheri? As regards his ¢command that I should mind my own busi-
ness and not trouble myself about the affairs in the Mannar Distriet T
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may =av that I am far from being a “renegade.” As a man born and
bred in Mannar, it is my hounden duty to offer my sevvices to my
stricken motherland.

Yours ete.,

J. C. RATARATNAM.

Will Mr. Drraisamy Do His Duty ?

A correspondent not unknown to newspaper readers, favours
ug with a fairly lengthy communication on a matter which sesms to
have interested him not a little. From the mass of correspondencs,
official and otherwise, placed before us we helieve the writer has
made onb a good case on behalf of the poor islanders of Mandaitheevu.
The subject under diseussion appears to be a case of an allegad
extorbion. The representation made by the villagers to the Hon. Mr.
Duraisamy and also to the aunthorities ssem to ng as having had no
effect in getting the machinery of the law in motion. Writing as we
do with material embodied in petitions and other corvespondsnce
we must admit. that the impression a perusal of which leaves
on our mind 18 that the authorities appear to be disinelined to move
in the matter. This is cerbuinly unfortunate. If the authorities
are not over-anxions of getting at the bottom of this unfortunate

‘affair it iz the obvious duty of the Hon. Mr.. Duraisamy, for whom
we have got the highest respect, te move in the matter at once in
the Legislative Couneil, The complaint made by the Islanders so far
as we can see is that somebody is said te have falsely represented
that he had purchased the exclusive right to collect cattle manure
from Crown Lands and in turn it is alleged that he levied an illegal
fes by issuing permits to the villagers, If the churge is true
and the correspondences before us do not misrepresent fuets it ig
up tic the Government to lay this alleged extortioner by the heels
and make an example of him. We eannot help remarking that there
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in something very strange in the whole bvsiness, and under the
" civeumstances nothing wonld be more advisable than bringing the
matter up in open Couneil. Then at least the roal {acts ought to be
glicited. Will My Duraisamy, whose concern in the well-being of
of the Northern-Province is so great do his duty? He should not
let this oceasion pass withont taking some wotion, That much
his constituents and the publie have right %o expect.

November, 24, 1923 “Search Light.”

A COMPLAINT FROM MANNAR,

It has been the seftled practice among Police Officers when they
decide that complaints veferred to them are not based on sufficiently
strong foundation to inform the complainants that they are at liberty to
initiate proceedings in a conrt of law on their own responsibility. The
police cannot be expected to institute proceedings when they are
convineed of the falsity of the charge. At the same time they should
not take upon themselves the rtesponsibility of pronouncing a definite
opinion regarding the falsity or truth of any particular complaint. This
duty properly helongs to a judieial tribnual and itis not at all proper
that the police opinion should in any way inflnence the mind of &
magistrate and prejudice the inberests of complainants who inspite of
their failure to secure the support of the pelice insist on seeking the
process of courts. However we think that there are cases in which the
police should both in  the interests of the complainants as well as of
acensed persons submit te the decision of judieial tribunal
eomplaints  involving serious  charges, The case we report
today from Manthai js one which in our opinion should be
dizsposed of by a court of Law. Fifty three persons haye made a serions
charge against a person of levying anillegal tax. The & G. A, ina
very sympathetic reply informed the petitioners that if so advised it
was open ta them to tuke proceedings in a Counrt of Law. Unfortunately
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the petitioners are illiterate, unsophisticated, and extremely indigent
persons who cannot afford the expénses of litigation and not at al’
likely to initiate proceedings, On the _ther hand an opportunity we
think should be given to the person against whom the allegations are
made to vindieate himsalf., The charges made ;nu.y be false- In that
ease the cumiﬂainant-s-shouhl be szeversly dealt with for giving false
information to Public Officers.  On the other hand the pllai‘ge muay he
true in whiech case no stons should be left unturmed to bring the
offender to book: Tnaction on the part of the suthoritics when there
i3 so ruch fesling among 4 large seetion of the inhabitants is abont the :
worst poliey to adept.  Very many ctimes ave eommitted when finding
that no redress is vouchsafed aftor rapresentations are made constitntion-
ally to the proper authoritiess. Agguieved parviies heeome (]es;-{‘-?n.fhe

anid take the law into their owi hands.

‘There is a pulice force stationed in Mannar. We see no reason
why an lnspector cannot hold a therough investigation and get at the
battom of the complaint which has so far been shelved. The matter
musk be threshed outiin a Court of TLaw. There is one of two
altarnatives hefore the police anthorities at Mannar. FEither the persons
concerned shonld be prosecuted for cheating or Lis accusers for making
a false complaint,  Thecharge is by no means trifline and there ean be
noe excuae for an athitude of inactivity,

"DAILY MAIL?
:?31&1 Novemhber 1823.

Assistant Agoncy Mannar.—In a letter received the
other day from one who tales a deep interest in the distriet of Mannar,
he writes: ™ Thore is a rumour eurrent in the place. that the present
A. G A will be transfeered ; if that runour should prove to be true, it
would be a great misfortune for Mannar Distriet.” A fortnight ago, a
correspondent wrote to the same effect to one of the local papers, We
wish to believe, however, that the rumour has no foundation, and it i3
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4 ieeve surmige of those who fenr such a contingency and whoe éannot
bring thembelvss to trust Government to do the right thing. Transfers
and changes of Government officials are not made aimlessly or out of
vaprice; the end proposcd is the well-heing of the people by securing
to them goods efficient administration. Mr. Wieckremzsinghe, the
A. (. A, of Mannar has within a short time pm‘ifnd himself a rveally
* capable administrator and more than that, he is cager for progross, The
very man wanted for a very backward District, which has been in that
¢ondition probably since the British ocenpation. Its misforfune was
inefficient adwministration. Speaking generally, we do not aftacn any
.greut blame to the predecessors of the present A, . A, They were
young British Civilians who knew little of the conditions of the
district, less of its needs, had not 4 working knowledge of the language
of the country, could upt go among, and speak, except through an
interpreter to the people who ave Aron-tiound by an age long conser-
vatism. These young officials wisely took ¢are not to mar their chance
by blundering at the outset of their career, and eontended themselves
45 % rule, with getting through the rontine and, for the rest, they put
themselves under the tatorship of the headmen. By the time they
came to understand things for themselves, their transfer was thonght
imperative, as the District is considered malarial and unhealthy, One
A G, A suceceded another in this wiseand that is the snm of the
wdninisteative history. Indifferent administration certainly is at the
root of the baskwardness of a District which in olden times, had the
seputation of being the Great Garden of the North. With the present
A, . A whose resonreefulness was once more evidenced by the revent
Cattle Market he held af Durangan, matters will rapidly improve
provided he is encouraged by the Central (tovernment, which must he
urged to devote more of its attention to such Distriets by their
representatafives in the Lepislative Clouncil, Now isg the fime, when
there s such a rush for votes, for fhe inhalitants or fhese parts to

ingist on pledges from their would be representatives

CATHOLLIO GUARDIAN.
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This letter was published in the “SEARCH LIGHT”

JUSTICE AS ADMINISTERSD IN MANNAR

His Hxcelleney the Governor in winding up the debate on
the second rcading of the Village Communities Ordinance spoke a3
follows:— -

It must be and should be the ohject of Government to make
justice above snspicion, so that the villagar may lhiave confidence in
Village Tribunals, Without that confidence all that Govermsud
did in other directions was lost. Justice was the firat thing.
Justice fio the poorest and the most inarficulate of the people.”

“T am sure His Bxeelloney was soriouns and sincere in enunci-
ating this principle, and that he will not {ail to eall for all the pa-
pers connecied with the Mannar-Mandaitheevn catile dung seandal
a briet history of which I give helow, and ses whether justice is
open to the poorest and the most inarbiculute of the peopls and
whether it is above suspieicn,

Immediately after the Hon. Mr. W. Duraisamy was elected
a member of the Legislative Couneil i.e. some two year's ago, he paid
an official visit to Maudaitheevn, anizsland 8 miles from the Jalfn:
Town. The people of this little island welecomed thsir represent-
abive in a fibbing mannet and presented him with an address, in which
some of thelr pressing grievances were mentioned. Tha mosl im-
portant drievance was relating to the colleciion of eattle dung. I
was submitted that from time immemozrial, they were in the prac-
tica of eollecting .ca_.htla dung on erown lands fres from official nber-
ference. But, of [aie, it was alleged they wars required to possess por-
mits from a headmanp of the division to transport enttle dung to their
island. Consequently, the islanders went o & certain officer for the
permits. The officer without granting the permits direet wanted themn
to approach him through another who, on the other hand made
the island folks understand that the officer had sold the cattle

dung to him on an annual vent, and got from them Ra. 40, for every
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poas load. Having said so much the credulous islanders desired
vhair representabive to intercedes on their hehall and to get the Gov-
ernment to make gn arrangement so as to enable them to pay the
money and get the perwaits dirsct from the Kuchcheri or Customs,
This, they said, would rid thim of the trouble, delay aad worry in
finding out the officer or his agent. After having spent an enjoy-
able time Mr. Daraisamy left the shoras o Mandaithesvy, and the =

isiand follks as usual left bhe mabter swheve 1 was.

Tn the month of Maveh of this year I went to the vilage of
Tilupaikadavai. Thore I heard that the farmers of Vellankulam,
ahout 30 miles from the Mannar bown, desired to meet me and geb
1oy help and advice on some matter. The route to this place s
surrounded by thiek jungles and is infosted with wild animals.
However, | wentfo Vellankulam and ths wvillagers told me that
gertuin person, on the plea thab he had bought it on rent, was levy-
ing from the people of mandaithesvu Rs. 40, for every boat load of
manure gathered from Crown lands. They added further that their
ropresentadions to the (GGovernment Agent, to the effect that the
peopls of Mandaitheevu should not be stopped from removing the
cabtle dung on Crown husds in the viciniby of their village on the
ground that it tended to discourage local agricntiural pursuits, wers

no# favourably entevbained.

An ald woman called Seethiavan and one Aruniugam, who ara
potters by profession, also made certain allegations of very grave
charactor against a headman. I got the parties fo submil every-
thing to me in writing  As I was netnated by no base or sordid
motive, as I bors no ill-will bowards anybody, and as 1 honestly
thought and think that the ary for Swara] and responsitle
Goverment, and the oecasional or even fraquent ve-iterations of fhe
hlegsings such a svstem of Rule would confer on the people, would
nat  bring convietion to Lae maases unless the educated and
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public-gpirited men, personally attended to their wants and helpsd
them in keeping the sources to the feuntain of justive free from
eorruption and pollution. I proposed to make a comprehensive inquiry
with an open mind before yepresenting matters to the Government. -
With this object in view I procesdad to Jafine and eroesed over the

Pannai ferry ona vicketty olo-fasliioned canoe and reached Mandaitheeyu.

There the Officiating Brakman Hindu priest of the Pillayar Temple

velated fo me the story of the visit to that place of Mr. Duraisamy

and the grievances regarding cattle dung submitted to him by the
islanders who are extremsly poor and illiterate. L told the islanders

that the levy made by the man was and is not authorised either by

law or by the Government. Where upon the islanders appioached

their representative once again. He communicated the matter for

invesbigation to the A. G. A, Mannar. Simultansousiy, I submitted

to the A. G. A. the grievances of the people of Vellankulam. The

A. G. A gent a letter so Mr. Duraisamy .requesting‘ him to send the

Mandaitheevu people to Vellankulam. This was done and an

inquiry was held by the A. G. A. On the 27th June the man hid

himself. The A. G. A. ovdered the minor headmen to maks a

diligent search for the man and the lafter produeed him. At the

dend of night when avervhody had rvetired to hed, it was rumoured

that the man swas in concealment somewhera. The headmen

proeeeded thither and eaught the man and prodnced him befora the

A. G, A, The A G. A examined him and said that he would he

orosecuted. The inquiry at Vellankulam over, the A. G A. sent the

papers under confidential cover to the A.8 P. Jaffna, for further

inguiries at Mandaitheevu. The Assistant Superintendent of Police

summoned to the Police Bfation those of the signatories of the

petition who could not have been present at the Vellankulam inquiry,

recorded their stasements and sent his veport tothe A.G A. Mannar,

The A, G. A submitbed his final rveport to the them G A, NP,

Mr. B. J. Constantineg,
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The Government Agent vigited Mannar about bhe latter part
of July and on the 8th of August the A, G. A.,, Mannay, sent the
following letter to the first signatory of the petition torwarded by
the people of Mandaitheevu:— :

With reference to your pebition dated 231-d'April, 1923,
signed by you and 53 othars and forwarded to me by the Hon. Mz,
Duraisamy, you are informed that no ~pecia! restrictions exist in
respect of the collection and vemoval of catfle dung from Crown
Lands within Mantai division. The D. A, blanbai has repcrted

that he did not issue a proclamation of the kind referred to in your

petition or authorise anyboedy to levy any charge for obtaining any
kind of permit from him.

It the said has at any ftime e any unauthorised
recoveries as stated by soms of the petitioners at my inguiry at
Vellankulam on the 27th June last, it is open to them, if so advised.

to proceed against him in & court of law.

The Sub-Collector Mannar, has been informed that he iz
ot liberty to issue coastwise permits for the transport of eattle dung
by soa without any certificate heing produced from the D- A7

Manbai
(bwned) 0. L. WICKREMESINGIIE.
A G, A. Manpar

On receipt ol the A. G. A’s letter, the psople of Mabdaitheevu
sent a petition duted 17th August 1923, to the Deputy Inspeetor-
‘General of Palice (0.1.D) stating that it was the explicit duby of
the police to move in the matter, as in many other minor aud
nnimportant eajos the police officers have thrush themsslves for-

* ward, with a vengeance to prosecuto ; that it wvas unjust to expeect
them in addition to the large sums of money already alleged to
have hoen swindled to spend further sums, on lawyers to conduct the
pLO‘:aCU.thﬂ of their case ; that the reply sent to their petltmn Was
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tantamount to an indivect suggestion to drop matters cte,, ete. This
petition which was sent to the C.1.D. did not slifit any reply il
now. About the middle of last month, I wrote to the D. I, G. P.
{C.ID.} irviting his attention to tho petition sent hy the Mandai-
theevu people . At the C.I.D. office I learnt that my letter was
referred to the A. G. A, Mannar, for his aftention. Then T wrote
to the A. G. A. Mannar, who replied by memo No. 2,900 dated
12th October, 1923 that my letter svas returned to the Depubv
I G. P on the 15th ingt.,, and that I should ask him for a reply.
On the 25th October lagt the Deputy I. G. P- (C.1.D.) informed mo
by letter No 6,753 that my letter was forwarded to the Assistant
Superintendent of Police, N P., for his attontion. The A. 8. P.
N. P. by memo No. C. 2495 of 20th Oectober informed me that the
matter was under correspondence with the Deputy Inspector-
Creneral Police (U I D) and that I would bo informed of what it is
proposed to be done on receiph of a reply from that officer. On the
Ynd instant T received another memo No C. 2558 from the A8 P..

N P., that he was instructed by ‘the Deputy Inspector-General to
: veter the varties to Court for legal vemedy, Is this then not an
open and diveech challenge to His Excellency’s .dictum- quoted above?
The man who vietimised the poovest and inarticulate islanders should
be progeeuted by the police, or else, the officer veforred to, should

be ealled upon to eclear himsell of the imputations made against him

ny the man to the eflect that he sold o him the cuttle dung on an

annual rent.
Yours etfe,

Colombo, 8-11-23: A BB Y AT
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The Following Letters were Published in
The “Daily News.”
AQTING APPOINTMENTS ON THE BENCH.

(By our lesal correspondent.)
No. 1

One cannot imagine _anything more vieious ix principle and
practice than a pleader acting once evory mmth for a week as a
Magistrate or Judge in any Court and practising in the same Counrt for
the rest of the month, The personal question has nothing to de with
the matter. No man whatever his character or reputation sheuld be
placed in sueh a position. The “exigencies of the service” plays fantastic
tricks with the administration of Justice, but there is nothing so
fantastic as this jaek in the hox exhibition in a Court of law. Oceasion
may avise such as the sudden jllness of the Magistrate when a pleader
may he put on to ack for a day or two hut make him divide his time
yvegularly between the Bench and the Bar is gimply preposterous. Such
a practice would be objeetionable in the metropolis where there is
smfficient publicity and a powerful public opinion but ina remote out-
station Court which has not even advanced to the stage of that useful
individual the Counrts 1‘cpo:-'tr—:r: it 15 doubly objectionable.

‘Phe particular gentleman again may be one of those who at the
request of a large numper of influential residents has consented” to
liave his name put forward ef eetera. e may be the most desirable man.
Lot he must do some eanvassing, He may doso three sweeks in the
month when off the Benels, hut he may not do so on - the other
woek.,  What is he to do il Lis most ardent and powerful supporters
are up before him for heing let us say drmk and disordedly? Is he
tofine or jail them and lose their support and vote and his seat or is. he
to acquil them 1 d bid them depart without a stain on their charaeter?
Is hie to kiss all the babies held up to him on his way home after his
judicial labours? TIs ho to shake hands with all the horny handed
sons of toil? Tt iz a pity people place themselves in such unfortunate

positions.
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SiR—The remarks of yonr lecal correspondent’ anent acting
appointments on the Ben'ch; in your issue of the 5th Marveh, will be
heartily endorsed by the legal profession and the “brainy” section of
the genoral pﬁhlic- the policy of appoiuting a practising Member of
the Bar to act on the Ben-h even temporarily werks incalculeulahle
harm in the long run.  To begin with it is unfair to the other Members
of the Bar. As the majority of suitors at many outstations are ignorant
village s they will naturally retain the “Nadukara Perakadoru Hamu-
duaruwa” in preference to other Lawyers:

. 27

The policy is reprehensible for other reasons. I ean give an

instance of & lawyer who executed a dced deciding as Judge, the
validity of that deed which was impugned as a forgery hy the other
side and wany instances in which criminal plaints were entertained by
an “Aeting Magistrate” one day, and the very same Acting Magistrate
.appearing for the complainant the next day, The functions of & lawyer
and a Judge are poles apart and can never be amalgamated and it is s
wonder that the powers that be have not yet opened their eyes as to the
grave eonsequences of such appointanente and the seandals that are

lilkely to avise from this procedure. In many towns thereis realy uno

necessity for sueh appointments—every Kacheheri has a Government
Agent with two or three Assistants who are a» officio Distriet J udges
Commissioners and Police, Magistrates who str.'a-mge te say display =
remarkable aversion to doing judicial duties. They find that sitting
iu the Kacheheri and signing papers, and going on long eireuits, more
congenial. Tt would be well fo vemind young Civil Servants that
they are paid from the General Revenue to do eertain duties and not

to pick and ehoose the kind of work they like to do-

Yours ete,

_ Ambalangoda, March 6, VERITAS.
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No. 3.

S1R—The lettar which appenrved recently in The Ceylon “Daily
News” signad “Fair Play’’ opeus up many important guestions which
it will behove the powers which be, to give careful consideration to.
Time was when only men of wide experience and well up in age, of
studied habits and grave deportment, who hac won theie way to the
top of their profession by industry as well as by merit and gained the
vegard and respect of all communitiss by probity of eonduct and
conscientions discharge of duties were thought fit to aspive to the
post of Crown Proctor. Such appointments seem now to depend on
the recommendation of one or two high officials. These latter are well
meaning gentlemen but ave often misled. This being so, it1s a grave
danger to foist these youthfal Crown Proectors ton offen and for ton
long a period on the Bench. If this procedure is persisted in—it W_iil
lead to various abitses and miscarviages of Justice, The unavoidable”
absence of the presiding Judge owing to illness or on seeount of private
business for a few days in o year—should be the only reasons for the
Crown Proctor assuming the authoriby and the responsihility attended
on the office of a Judge, and this authority should enly he exereised in
matters of pecuilar urgency. But the anamolous position of Judee for
one third of a month and practitioner for the l‘em&!.-.ining number of days
should not he tolerated specially in an outstation Court. “Fair Play”
Lias"done & very meritorions ach.  To seek to expose an injustice
perpetrated intentionally or 11_1ﬁnteuti0nally is to act in a vighteous
cause, The argoment that the procedure complained of i common,
needs of course no serutiny or comment. — Yours efe,

WATCHMAN-
" No. 4

SIR—Ir commenting on the letter of your legal correspondent
on the vieions practice of permitting practicing lawyers to ach as Police
Magistrates and Commissioners of Reguests, your correspondents,
“Veritas.” and “Watchman” in today’s issue have done a great service
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to the whole country in offering their own views anl in condemning

this practice,

Unfortunately, your eovresponident= scem to pttack this practice
mainly in view of the fortheoming elections and as it might affect the

practice of the other members of the profession.

T for one, do not: ohject to this practice on thosegeounds. I
ohject to it on the ground that practicing lawyer who sits on the
Bench in the absence of the permanent Judge may have to dispense
Justiee to his own clients to whom he is deeply indebted for various
teasons, -The Acting Magistrate (practicing lawyer) may be a paragon
of virtue. 1Ile may be o man of sterling character. Still he is a human
being and subject to the same laws of nature as all mortals are.  That .
being so, why should the Government which professes to be anxious
to leep the fonntain of Justice free from ecorruption and contamination
permit practicing members of the Bar to act on the Bench. This is
Tenderad doubly objectionable when the Acting Judge (practing
lawyer) is a close relative of the Officers of the Court and the head
men, I trust that one of the first matters to engage the attention of the
new Couneil will be this among others.—Your ote.

A, P, THAMBYAIL
Colombo, March 11. 1824

Mr. 5.1 Dhondy P. M. Avisawella deliverd the following
Judgment in the case in which a8 headman was charged with offering 5
bribe to Me. B, L. Drichereg acting Police Magistrate who is a

vracticing lawyer: —

“It is argued that the accused who is a Headman of 28 year's
experience wouald not have the hardihood to offer 4 bribe of B 10 Bat

‘here the standard village life has to be considered. Tt is a fact admnitted
by all who do not close their oyes that theve is a lot of corruptio u
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ramypant amongst the minor administrative officials. A report is very
sften not given without 50 cents being taken, and so on with endless
iobs in which “he asgistance of the village Headman and the minor
officials is somght. The acensed has been bred in thab atmosphere for
28 yoars.  Sach a long tenure of office may have led him to helieve
even that offering and taking of bribes is nota venial offence at all.
He well may have argued if fho bribe is not takew it woulidl be refused.
That’s all.  Who would take the trouble of getting me prosecuted? and
there is one thing to be noted about all cases. A good many of them

would never be detected unless the offender did something Ioolis_h

The greatest criminal in history have been trapped as & result
of some slight omission inspite of all their diabolical cunning. I well
remember the quotation “those whom the gods want te ruin  they tirst
of all drive mad”? A short of temporary madness and long indulgence
in the matter of giving and taking bribes, which T must say is locked
upon by too many people as not a venial offence ab all may have led
to this hardihood on the Ieadman’s side. There is no doubb that
the bribe was oftered, If i alegal principle thata chain of circum- =
stances, however improbable, may be rendered prabable by the disinter-
asted evidonee of respectable Withesses. ooiiiiiiiiiaar i
AsT have no doubts on facts I find the accused emilty. I must pass a
Lienvy sentence no the acecusedl as these attempts to foul the {fery
fonntains of Justica should be scotched with a severe hand. I senfience
the accused to 3 months’ simple imprisonment and a fine of Rs 100,
in defaolt three veeks simple imprisonment more. The only
consideration ] can show in view of aceused’s fong serviee and his age is
to sentence him to simpl imprisonment, Tt iz the faet that a man
of his nosition ir sentenced to buprisonment which wiil act as 4
detervent toa men in like position as himself as it will be considered a
disgrace by thers, not the fact of the punishment heing simple o
pigorous, and T think that the accused in view of his long service
deserves 1o be treated leniently in that respect, so long as ibican he

dons, morehing the ends oi justice. ab the same time!
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RURBER TAX SCANDAL.

i the apeetacle of a Mndal'var bemng tried by the Sup-
rems Couet and senb to gaol is sowmething unususl, the disclosures
tuade in the trial of Mudalivar DE Mzur are no less sensational
Though it ig true that it this case ab least, the vague charges ol
extortion and corruption made against the Headman clase wore
proved up to the hilt, the real inkerest of the prosecution centres

-round the character and the antecedents of tha man .voeeeon.

While this miserable victim of his own cupidity has gone to pay
the 'pen_altyof his crimes, the Government which has in the most
obvious manner failed to mako choice of fit persons for its respon”
sible offices must nob basuffered to escape the blama it has ineurred.
We have not & word o say in defencs of n man who abused hig
oftiice in order to extors money from the poor and the wvoiceless"
But should nofi the Government which placed within his reach
the opportunibty to commit the offence be held to he participators
in the guilt? This view gains conlirmation when we consider the
lax supsrvision exereised by the Government over Him ... ...
Is it surprising then thaf he availed himself of the chances prezentad
fo him by an obliging Governmment to prosecute his illegal opera-
tions?  The methods he adopted to oxbort his lavies in this instance
suggost long familiarity. On the other hand how little his saperior
officers are able to exercise intelligent supervision over & man who
has apparsatly carried on his practics of unlawful gain under their
vary eves, may be seen from the flattering testimonials given by
them to the aceused, This they had to do to eorer their own fault
but it 13 positive eyidenca of the gvoss 1a.xit):* ol suparvision

provailing in this quoarker............. i e e Gl e

“The Ceylon Daily News” 17-4-24.
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HEADMEN AND CORRUPTION.

( From A Lrwarn CORRRSPONDINT. )

In practically all the cases in which Mudaliyars and such like
have been conricted of corrupt practiees, the aceused persons were the
prime favourites of the heads and in many e.5es évery encdeavour was
made by the head to protect thenw Loyalty, to subordinates 18
a good quality, but it may be pushed too for. The ease from Kalutara

_is a typieal one.  The Mudaliyar started with a small salary. Tle was
ot worth a penny when appointed- Within a short time he amassed
a {ortane —hecanse he said he did not smoke or drink! He continued
his career and was finally found guilty of the most audacions and
impudent acts of extortion which even a Mudaliyar eonld be guilty of,
And up to the last moment two A.G. A’sand two European planters gave
him the highest character and presumably believed him innocent.
The two amiable planters might he loft alone but what of the two
A.G.A% They had practically daily official communications with him,
His aots come under their serntiny, How eame it that under their
very nose he was able to continue his unholy actof plunder! The
only answer could he lack of adequate and proper gupervison either
owing to good nature or indolence or blind faith in the sobordivate.
There are many other similar cases and every body knows what the
superior officials do  not  presumahbly know  When My, Ellis was
told that a certain olficer of his was a habitual bribe taker his eynical
reply was: “ITe does his work very well and he iz an infelligent
officer. Leave him alone. We might get an incompeteut man who
woulldl of course be a bribe taker as well” There ave of cotirse honest
men among this class of officials, bub there are dishonest men too who
bask in the smiles of their good natured or indolent superiors who il
nob wish to be hothered or who think that bribe faking is a tradition

hauded down from generation tn generation and might be left to cure
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itzelf. The Ingklesa vietim who_ petitions agamat sueh an official
inenrys grave rigks,  All the furces of officialdem are ranged against him
and when he i charged with defumatian he has litte fiope of escaping
if the bribe takers’ superiovs give him the character which was given
to the latest extortioner eonvieted. It was only the other dav a
Clovernmen Avent -vas allowed by a I\Ingiﬁtmte te say that he inguired
into the complaint againet his Muodaliyar and found it to he falses
Tt would also be well if all these high official follow the example of
the Government Agent of the Southern Provinee and refuse a demon-
stration by Mudaliyars and Kachcheri Officials on their departure on
leave or to another station. The group photograph and other ot
fooleries may well be reserved forhis final departure from the island The
: domnnsfratio_n may niean joy or grief at his departure and the dear old
dadies at home may point with pride at the picture of the sendoff
* to the proconsul of their family. :

“The Ceylon Daily News' 16-4-24
THE BEST OF THE BUNCH.

Our Haultsdorf Correspondent makes a pertinent point in his

referance to the recent case in which & Mudalivar was convicted
- of extortion and senfenced to a term of -imptisenment. As we had
oceasion to point out in our ewn comments on this remarkeble cass
not the least ‘of the sensational festures of the proceedings' was
the ovidence given by two Civil Servants under whom the convicted
Mudaliyar bad served. In view of the proud boast of the efficiency
and the adminigbrative ability which are supposed to characterisc
the work of thess super men of the CGovernment Serviee, there was
avery reagon fio believe bhat theose officisls would nave been able
to give a fuir report of the character of the aceused Mudalivar
But what do we ind? Oue of thew deseribed tne aceused as tha
best of & good lot as ha took care to emphasize a bad-bunch
Tha other gava evidenco to similur effact. We fresly admit tling

thare i3 somathing very touching in the devolion of the supsiioy
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to his subordinate especially when the latter isin diffieulty. T&
ig certainly & praiseworthy traif that even ‘when the aeccused was
under a cloud of suspicion the officers who had previously enter-
tained a high notion of his character still stood by him and frankly
gave bestimony to tleir corception of the man Butb when all is
said and done, there is another and a far more imporbant side to
the matter and it is to this 0111-_001’1‘63{30;1(19:113 from Hultsdorf
rightly draws attention. :

Tt was not many vears ago that the Governor of this Colony
made the statement in a State paper backed as it was by tto weight
of his great position that the truest representatives of the masses
of this country were not their more edueated brethren but the
varions Government Agonts. These, said Sir HENRY McCALLUM
really understood the psople, their wants and their difficulties.
He wag surs they understood them infinitely betiter than any
educated Cevlonese possibly could. FHow doos the evidence of the
two representatives of this order appear iu the light of this proud
claim? In this case itwas a gection of the masses who eomplained
asainst the Headman. The Government officials thresw the weight
of their influence on the side of the Headman and against the
oppréssed masses. It may bo argued thab we ave singling ounfb ons
solitary incident for the purpose of impeaching the entire order of
superior Government officials. But as our Correspondent points
out, although the incident of the superior offical of the Govern-
ment entering the witness-box in defence of an accused Hendrmapn
may ba rare, there are other incidents from whicl{ wo are justiliad
in-drawing conclusions. Itis a well known fact that scoves op
petitions ars sent in to Government Agents asainst Mudalivars,
Yot some of £+ 8 men who are kunown to the publie to be corrupt
to the backbone are sutfered to remain and grow fab at the expense
of the people. Hotw does this happen? It is only possible in tha
way it bacame possible for the two officials to ges into the witness
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hox and on their oath to swear that a Headman who has gince besn
convicted of extoriion was the best of a good bunch. It is now
easy to understand how ifi is that the charges made against Head-
men recoil on the heads of those who made them while the aceused
Headmen continne in greater favonr with the- Government. With
(Government # gents and other officials of that class considering if
4 matter of honour t-d_hack their accused subordinates, no wonder
that very few petitions have the desired effect of obtaining an
impartial investigation into the conduet of Headmen.

In reply to all this we shall very likely be asked why if there
is'® case, recourse is not had to the Courts. Our Correspondent
onee mors supplies the angwer., If it is at all possible to get an
impartial investigation, there are public spirifed persons who will
even tun the risk of being charged for defamation in order to
expose public seandals, But when a member of the public, especially
if he is a man of humble status is the aceuser and the accused is &
Headman, the former has little chance as the result of numerous
investigstions into petitions at the Kachehori show. But once let
tha Government Agent desconding from Olympus testify to the
unimpeachable character of his Headmen, then the latter will be
able to defy with perfect safety the agitation of the oppressed poor.
This is what happens and this can only be remedied if Government
Agents and other sunermen abandon the glorious isolation in which
they dwell and move among the 'people. But except in the case
of a few, this is to ask for the impossible.

The Ceylon “Daily News" 26-4-24.
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Colombo Mannariyans' Assoclation.

(INAUGURAT MEETING.)

The: inaugural meeting of the Colombe Mannariyans’ Asso-

ciation was held on Saturday, the 10th instang, st 6-30, p.o.
““in the Lorenz College hall kindly lent for the oceasion by
the prineipal.

Pursuant to s notice:iasued hy the nrganisers an enthusiastio
gathering was prasent.

Mr. L. Andrew, Store keeper Mesars - Walker Sons & Co.
in a short sveech proposed Mr. V. Thiedeman of Messra Plate Lid.
ta he slected President of the Association as he was in the opinion
of the mover the safest man to guide their deliberations.

Mr. J. C. Rajaratnam Broker, seconded the motion

The gathering having signified thair assent by receiving
the motion with applause, Mr. Thiedeman took” the chair and
thaoked his countrymen for the hopour dons in glecting him 88
their first: President A more important task he said was vyet
to beperformed and that was the elaction of ‘a Secretary. No
Amsociation could do useful work without' an energetic and capable
Secretary. Ho said, he had great plsasuve in proposing the name
of Mr. A. P. Thambyah than whom there was’ no more parnest
champion of the (ause of Mannar, who in the testh of organised
and influential opposition worked by constitutionsl means to éeis
a Commission consisting of Dr. Jozeph Peatrson, Hayward
Messrs. Kelway Bamber, and K Balgsinghutm, to visit Maonay to
inquire into the grievances of the fishermen who formed the bulk
of the population in Mannar Island and to recommend the abolition
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of a certain Saintary Board rule which imposed great hardships
on the poor ﬁsharmﬂn who helped our hiohamedan countrymen
during the ravages of the 1919 Su allpox epidemic and who was
elected unanimously as Secretary of the historic meeting held in
Mannar two or three years ago to consider the early construetion
of the Mannar-Mainland bridge. He thevefore rroposed the name
of Mr A P. Thambyah (Applause).

M. 8. Rasanayagam seeonded the motion which was unani-
mausly carried. This over, the president called upon My, Thambyah
to explain the objects of the meeting and to move the resolution
relating to bhe formation of the Association.

Mr. Thambyah's Address

Rising amidst applanse Mr, Thambyah said: —"Mr. President
and gentlemen, [ am highly flattered by the eloguent references
made to me hy yonr i}lesideut which I do not deserve at all,
Wisthout wasting much of your time I may say that the objects
of this Association are to bring togsther for mutual help and co-
operaion the Mannaryians living in Cnlombo and also to devise
means o advice on right lines our illiterate eountrymen living in
the Mannar Distriet on current political questions. By our edueation
and disinterested service we are thoroughly qualified for the task.
I have never hesitated to offer my candid and wholesome eriticisms
on measures which are detrimental ta the interesis of the permenent
population, Bug a8 regards the decision of His Exeellency the
Goveruor nos to consider the application for a separate seat for
Mannar I say that His Excellency las aected with the greatest
political wisdom and far-sightendness. After thorough and full
‘nquiry with a yview to prevent u few powerful and infuential
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parsons banding themselves to defeat tha very objects of the order
in counecil, Hiz Exceliency Jecided to include Mannar in the
Southern division of the Northern Province. The whale district
bowed before the decision. Not a word of probest swas raised till
this very late hour when everything has been finally decided and
settled. Having allowed matters to drift and take their own course,
now, the handful of the educated men in Mannar who owe their
influence, position and power to the benign Government are
misleading their illiterate countrymen to non-co-operate. I say
that this act on the part 'of those who are sowing the seeds of
discontent and disaffection is one to be severely condemned as
disloyal. Lt the Government take note of the harm and peril to
which it exposes its own and the interests of the public by blindly
arming a few persons with vast powers. T will be the flrat person
to agitate for a seperate seat for Mannar if theso friends of mine
in Manuar ecan prove to me within the next five vears that there
is the tolerant spirit of “Live and let live” that there is no
gorruption and bribery in the villages, that every an however
humble he may be, if his intellipence. edueation and character
fit him, may rise up to the position he is entitled fo; that there is
vo ‘'tamily-bandyism’” in Mannar, that there are a sufficient number
of suitable men who aave the character, the capacity, and resources
to compete against each afher for Legislative honours. In conelu-
sion, I may state that the threat of non-co-operation is a bluff.
His BExcellency moy rest assured of the whole-hearted and loyal
co-operation of the Mannaryians in Colombo to frustrate the
disloval attemps in Mannar to nomn-cooperate, {applause). As
ragards the rumoured candidature of My H. A P. Sandarasagara
for the Southern division of the N. P, 1 may say that we shall he
only very happy to support him if he will satisfy us that he will
work for the greatest moodof the greatest number: I move that
an Association of the Mannaryiaus be formed and that steps be
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taken to advise our igmorant countrymen in the Mannar district
on right lines: Mr Allanson Thisdemean sseonded and it was
upnanionsly-carried

A Commiftee consisting of Messrs. M. Rajendram of Messrs.
Aitkenspence & Co., 8. Nicholas Storekesper Messrs. Hunter & Co.,
S. D. Stanlysesz ol Good Year Rubber Co., J. @ Rajaratnam,
Broke~, A. Vanderkoon, Allanson Thiedeman, including the
Prosident and Seeretary, with power to andd to their number, was
appointed to draw up the rules The meeting terminated at a 13_!;@
hour with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

No————
P, 914,
Colonial Seeretary’s Office,
' Colombo, 23rd May, 1924.
Siry _ _

I am directed by His' Exesllency the Gavernor te agknowledge,
with thanks, rteceipt of your letter dated the Bth May, 1924, for-
warding certain resolutions passed at a meeting of: the people of
Mannar resident in Colombo held on the 30th April, 1924,

9 1 am o etate that there is no intention whatever of
making any alteration in the distribution of seats in the Northern Pro-
‘vinee hefore the Genersl Elecetion,

3. With regard to the request thatan office Assistent be appoein-
ted to the Assistant Government Agenb, Mannar, I am to state
that the matter has been under eonsideration jor siymetime past and
that it is hoped to be able to make some suitable arrangement

in this ecnnection,
I am, Sir,
Your obedient Bervant,
L. A Northcroft

tor Colonial Secretary.
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