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@. @ C\Swgmé/mcla,sa,

Director 032 Education
Qeacher Education & Junior University Oslleges.

(g am very glad that I have been given an opportunity of

giving a message to the students of the Kopay
Teachers’ College through their College Annual. Practi-
cally one fifth of the estimated expenditure of government
is on education, but however efficient the administration,
however good the buildings, however generous the equip-
ment and facilities supplied with this money, the value to
the children will ultimately depend on the quality of the
teachers. Hence the type of activity carried out in the
Teacher’s College determines how effective will be this vast
expenditure.

I am quite confident that with the instruction, advice
and guidance given as well as the example set by the
Principal and staff of your institution, you will have acquire
ed the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for the
proper discharge of your very important duty. You must
not imagine that you know everything about teaching when
you finish up as a trained teacher. You have only been
initiated into your profession. You would have to keep
abreast of the latest techniques in your area of work by
constant discussion with your colleagues, by reading, by
attending refresher courses and in various other ways avail-
able to you. It is only thus that youcould perform your
duties as a teacher efficiently and bring lustre and glory to
your Alma Mater, an institution which has a long tradition
of excellent work in the preparation of teachers,
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Ohe Faith of A Christian

( Rev. Fr. H. LeCoutour, O. M. I.)

HY do you believe in your religion.

Supposing we put that question to as
many christians as possible, we would hear
a very great variety of answers.

I believe, because I have been baptized,
admitted into the Church, I must do like
my parents, obey my Church leaders,
That is the right thing to do. That is
conformism, traditionalism, it will soon be
destroyed by difficulties withiu the family
or the society. This is not 2 deep seated
personal conviction as it ought to be.

I believe because 1 feel the need of God.
He created me, he protects me, favours
me, appeases my fears, destroys my enemies,
This is indeed a very selfish attitude. No
doubt one must trust in God, but his
designs for us may not coincide with our
own desires. Therefore, when one is dis-
appointed, he loses courage and faith.

Others will simply answer, I do not
exactly know why I believe. Elsewhere
in the world this attitude explains why
there are so many atheists who may of-
ficially belong to a Church but have no
absolute relationship with God, and no
worry about the possibility of God’s exist-
ence.

Admitting that to rely upon Ged, to
belong to a Church is good in itself it is
only a very partial justification in a
question which is of such importance for
man. Let us now try to examine what
is faith for the enlightened adult Christian,

The Chrictian knows that God is the
Creator, Ocganizer and Preserver of the
Univerce. He knows too that his religion
will give him an answer to the problems
of the human race sickness, wars, evil etc.
But Faith is much more than a philoso-
phical system, an explanation of the intel-
ligence.

Faith is a person to person encounter
( meeting ) with God. An appeal from God
who created man in order to have some=
body be could love and elevate towards
Him in a relationship of Father and Sen,
To believe in God, to make an act of
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faith is te answer that appeal from God
to be ready after believing in Him, to
trust in Him, love Him, and setve Him
by obedience to His will.

How could that relationship between
God the infinite, and man the very limited
be established. There was only cne way.
God had to come down to man to reveal
himslf to elucidate what he was, what
he wanted, and to formulate his appeal.

All the great religions have their written
revelations The Christians have the Bible,
It covers that long period of history between
the origin of the world and the coming of
Christ. In that long period God prepared
a nation for the coming of the Redeemer.
It was a slow, careful, gradual transfor-
mation of scattered people into a nation,
which was accomplished by God through
great leaders, patriarchs, propbhets, judges,
kings, and finally when the time was ripe
came the Redeemer, Jesus Christ — The
Word because in Him the word of God

personified ( And the Word wzs made
flesh) St. John ch. 1. The immediate
witnesses of Christ the Apostles and

Evangelists noted down what Jesus had
done and said. This is the New Testament
of the Eible,

Therefore, the Christian more than he
believes in a religion believes in a person,
that is Jesus. Christians means followers
of Christ. Christ is the meeting point of
the love of God for man His creature,
and the love of man for God his Creator.
The world has become the family of the
Children of God, guided towards Him by
their elder brother Jesus.

Af}er his death, resurrection, and
Agcensmn Jesus Christ has deputised his
mission to his Church. He named His
successor St. Peter. The Church has been
divinely instituted, but it is also a human
organized society. It has to be faithful
following in the footsteps of its Founder.
To belong to the Catholic Church is an
honour, but at the same time a serious
duty for its members. Its growth and its
Preservation are in their hands.
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Visit SILVAS For all Requirements
T'phone: 519

. K. 4. de Sila 5.0,

GENERAL MERCHANTS.

TRADE DISTRIBUTOR FOR
Ceylon State Hardware Corporation

Associated Firms :
Modern Agri-Industrial Corporation
Vavuniya.
Silva Stores — Vavuniya,

Partners :

Mrs. M. SIVAPATHASUNDARAM
Mr. M, KASIPILLAI (Managing)

Business Department :
Provisions Dept., Main Street, Vavuniya,
Hardware Dept., by o .
Motor Spare Dept., ,, - 5
Textile Dept., % - 5

General Office :
“ SIVAPATHASUNDARAM MAHAL *
MAIN STREET, — VAVUNIYA.

T’grams : * Periyakadai™

ON YOUR VISIT TO VAVUNIYA REMEMBER

Grams: MOULANA’S PHONE : 518

P. 3. Mohamed & Bros.,

MERCHANTS, CONTRACTORS,
MILLERS & TRANSPORTERS.

APPOINTED DEALERS FOR

KELANI TYRES

BRANCH :

LANKA FILLING STATION
' MADHU ROAD,
VAVUNIYA,
CEYLON,
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