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FRVING PAN OR FIRE P

Tha only reference in the
Throne Speech of last Bundey
to the Distriot Qonveils’ Bill s
w A White Paper an the estublish.
ment of District Couneils  anidoer
tha direction and control of the
Central  Government was  pros
sented in Parlisment. Tha views
exprossed doring ils  discussions

I be given carclal copsidars

ation by mly Governmout hafora
resenting egislation.™  On  the
ity it wmay have atrack
parsnna 48 u‘u]nmu:e
gtatement. Tha Prime Minister
might have been even eon-
gratulated on Lis tactfol, diplos
matic and ¥brilliant” approsch to
this most ocontroversial  topic.
The MHrst reactions of many
porsons to this statemont seem
to show that sormise was eorreot,
Representatives of tha Malwatto
and Asgiriva  Clapters  bave
walcomed it nod felt satisfied
that the conlidenca they lad
in the Prime Minister that he
would not do any thing to
damaga  the consg  of his
race or raeligion wons justified.
Apnd they maintained that they
bad uow nothing to fear, Lven
the President of the Tedaral
Party is reported to have suid;
* Digtriet Councils can wait. We
must first enrh the upsurge of
ipnorince. and deceit in  the
‘conntry todoy ". Moreover soma
might baye derived a litts coms
fort in the fact that the Oppo-
gition did not stage a walk ont
of Parlinment when the Throna
Bpeech wazs deliverad,

Howaver, lutor avents have
sbown that reactions to the
Prime Minister's statement have
considerably changed. The Oppo-
gition now demands a cabegorical
anawer from ths Premisr whether
bhe is plonniog to bring in the
Bill befora Parlisment or not.
The sama question is being asked
by the Youth Lesgoers of the
F., P. A strong  section of the
Working Committee of the . P,
wants Party: to qunit  the
Goyernment, The Buddiist Con-
grees too las expressed in po nn-
mistakable terms its dissatisfaction
at the nncertaioly abont the
Government's plan in this matter,
Thess viewa ure tandabl

ace of
soveral

HERE AND THERE

The Difficulty

A yile wis | abich  eansotag
hor hushound, who wes  woriod
nbout many prubloms, by hey-

g " Bab think of the pioblsms
tha Prime Mioistor Lie bo sslve ',

SThe  tronbls {8 replad tha
Linebaned, ' ** khat lipva  tha
Prima' AMiuisl prabl e

woll as my
tha fack evaryons in
thinks of tha conntry's
o8 wall as Lis  awn, wnrdly
kuew ths peanliar problom of
the Prime Mioi of Ceylon.
The Prime Minister of Oaylon

-

goams to Lo expocted to oanry
out  not merely Wies of
his own part ven of the
Opposition  as his® will
ok b eusy. by any  nioanss
becnuse constibulionally it is pxe
peoted  that the policies of the
ong  will be opposed to thiga of
the other: the Goveroment i
expeoted  to  projc nud ho

Opposition (o |||i|-ltl;i|:. Thera ara,
however, Bplerss  of  mabial
ngreemont, wheva, both  parties
wnut to proganb no nuite front
to nn ountsider; a8 inorvgard to
Foreign Polioy

In tho matter of the D, @,
BHI,I we oaunol say thut both
purtias waoled to assert & com-

mon  front spsioet aoglbody, Tt
e olear,  therefore, that  {he
U, N. P laely that Ceylon | being
a penceful conntry ( pb when
thera ura riots ) shonld set an
exampla to  thoe world . thers

should ba decornm io Parlament
[except when members want lo
abuse one anotler) aod that
tha Glovernment shiould mol kuep
woging war apaingb the Opposi-
tion nlways, For this reuson the
Jo N. P, seems to feel that it
shonld tuke on the poliey of he
Opposition a3 well,” Tlie Frime
Minister of Ceylon hss, theve.
fore, “been set o vory diflerant
tagk. He lus to carty oot tha
policies of Lis own parly aod
thosa of Lhe other party. Wa
cannot, thersfore, envy bim,
Dr. N. M. Perera

While otlier politivians might
turp theit couts, betray  canses
und serye their owo endsz, Dr.,
N* M, Porera in 2 wman ‘who
atnnds firmly by Lis principles
and defies consequencas. Now io
the mutter of tha Tamils, whose
great friend lia iz, hs wanis to
sea that absolute justice is dons;
only he is landicapped by &
Inek of kuowledpe. So  in ‘an
interview  reporled in the lutest
Poya  Obserper  be says, *Wa
hope to persmads  the Tamil
spolesmen to fell ‘os what they

As the Times of Cevlom, in ons
of its recenl ediforials, said, it

. would have been better if the

Primp Minigter had made a
pogitive declaration sither against
or for ths D, C. Bill aud taken
the consequences,

The Government's gtand on
this matter has thos rightly been
condemned, Such . dilly dallys
ing a& so pitifully” exhibited by
the Government snd its Prime
Minister wonld give no confidence
either to its: supporters or its
opponents, Aa we have said
before, it is their delay in bripgs
ing in the D, O, Bill during these
three years thot las brooght
them all this trouble. The Governs
ment shonld have talen meaning-
ful steps to implement the
m:sﬂ_ it made in ils  first

ne Speech in the first. year
itself. It has lost valmbla time,
which the Opposition hLas ex-
ploited fully to rouss thie emotions
of the masses againet tha Lill, The
reeult of the Governments in-
excnsable delay bas  been the
Very idable opposition which
hus  been oreated apaiost the
Bill. As &n impartial obseryer can
ger; the opposifion has been boilt

merely on imsgivary fesrs and
Baspicious.  The leadsrs  of

the opposition to the Bill, in-
tluding ench a peréouaga a8 the
xetired Chief Jostice, whon asked
by Mr. Dodley Senauvayuke to
point ount juet what points io
fhe Bill they have objeetions to

altogether iguored Lis plea an
concentrated on oreatiog A most
diamnl foture for lhe Sinhaless
%eoplu and the Boddhist religion,
hey remind us of ths congpir.
ators’ who were arraipued ngainst
Juling Caeser, The chiel of them
Pruotos, in Bhakeapears's play,
gaye: “Bo OGmesar may ; then,
lest Lie mony, prevent. And since
the querrel will bLear oo eolour
for the thiog Le ig, faslion it
thog ; that what be is, sogments
ed, wounld ron to  these und
these extremitiss . Iiven & man
of the politienl slattre  of Dr.

. A, Perera  wonld be one
bundred percent in  fuvonr of a
D. G Eill, it it bad oot been
brovght up in ma%ona; lo the
requests of the F .

Therefors, there is resson In
the demapgd that is helvg wnde

.

in the ciccles of tho Federal
Party and by its rsbel, DMr. V.
Navaratunm, Membor for Kavis,
that the F. B, should now qmit
tha National Government. Mr,
Nuvaratoam Lius oven  goue  to
the extent of bravdiog the F, P,
Mombers of Parlivment ag fraitors
to tha canse of the Tamils,
practising  deceit for their own
sake. While it i3 true that the
present  Goyernmant  has  soma
positive achievementa to its cradit,
like bringing io obational woity of
a sort and Ehe grest  progress
registered alrandy in the pros
duction of rice, sfill ona wmay
not ba vory sorry bo see ib go;
It lias not been bold edough to
stand for what it considered
right and just, and for what it.
gelf hnd earlisr professed to ba
its own views. As oor-columnist,
An Observer, suys in this isans,
the Prims Mioigter has  foday
taken apon himsell the responsi-
bility to defond not ouoly the
policy of higown Government bub
algs  that of the Opposition, He
has on many oceasions  ems
phasised that Lis Government wag
following the policies of the late
Mr. B. W, & Bundurannika
and even of the lsat Coalition
Government ol Mrs;, Baodurannike,
Bo the qoestion wmay ba asked
why shonld the F. P continug
to ba in the joesent Govarns
ment. Aud those who would
advgoate its continnancs  would
cuntion that Lhe ioittioe would
mean jomping from  the Fryiog
pan of the [ N, P, iuto the firs

of the Coalition, Wa wonld
agrea with the  lutter. Thoogh
it ia troe thot the Tomils todoy
gra 1o the fryiug pan, onder
tha National Government, why
deliberately  jump juto  the
wall  lemown fire ?  Thercforsg

wa ehonld like to gommend the
adviea: Mr, H.J, Vi Chelvansyu-
ko paye the T, P, W
Commillee to wait befors tnking
8 hasty action. Always reslsing
that they ore in tha frying pPan,
the ., P. would do wisely to
hope that the Pramisr would show
greater  slrepgth  and lber
noderatnndiog of s priovialces
and the legitimote dewinds of
the Tamils snd might be ahle
to pall us ab one tima or wuobher
from the Irylog pon.

mean whin  Choy
tho grisvaness of the Tuils
Whut wo ara after 14 o dalojus
Tran nud frank, wle ™,

The: wanal sonees  of lendwe
ledita  sulivll npon by Siliileao
politioihns. about e’ e coy
of the  Tamile 0 0 Gegesal
Tk bion, o withonb any
prowptiog  Irom aoybody  thoy
know whab  thaga MOV CeH pve
Bub  De Parevi W nok.one. of
thoan soll-intersated  politioins
whoss prineiplen wfs govarusd, by
slenkions. Ha o lilad o npeive ot
his pivineiplae indepandaatly  of
sual puasing ovinty bin wnults
a dinlogne: and in this dinloroo
bio, of eonras, will nob fud ik
diffionlt to geaap things, s dbog

Lnlke . abpuk

not  have to ba told ; Ha hos
moraly o bo rami for ok
ong timo D, Pap know only
too well what thess gilevapons

WL,

Not Very Strange
Somebine ago  the  papsr

raported tho oasa of 0 cundidibe

in & Village Committes Tleotion

in the Aunnradbopien oren, wha

dicl not  hava W volo iu
kis: favour, Uanully  whon
enndidate  chmea  forward  lor
olection, even i e deés ool

hove woch sapport, o few fdends

and  eertainly  hLis wile  aod
ohildran al lsast vore for him,
Even il suoll do not
wlissy tha candidulsr him-

his own supporiar. This

muy, L].ll\l'-.{!fll’l\ perhnpa. b

na, in, tha wdrl ot in
ylon, of conrse, thare is uobh-
ing sbrange abool it In mosh
parts of  Ceylon nobbildy nesd

vobe [or anybody; bepaasa whidh-
aver the ‘party and whoever tha
candidate,  eversbiohy supports
tha promoetion’ of the Sinlalese
Langaipe, the Daddbist religion,
the rola of the Muhansyakey in
polities and epposition o the
1, @ Bill. Bo - wisll. wng bhis
vepognised  thot even  (ha opndi-
data did ook Ehink it worthwhils
to vobe for himsslf,
Test Cricket

I snppose many of my raudars
ara following the details, of tho
Tost: Matohes, vow beiog played
between Hongland aod  Auskealing
and T supposa they woulid follow
tha conrse of the Teal Malohes
batween nll  oconotries; il not
with the enms iotorost, at ledst
with similav foterest, Dot ws in
Jaffon must nob  imasging fhat
Crickes  played ulgawiorg iy
idantios] in all respects with the
pama a4 played liere, Here ouly
tho two teams play: on & tuef
pitels the ehief player ie  the
pitel, It 18 most interestiog to
sen how both bowlars and balss
men ave always  selscted  for
saoh mateh, with the nators of
tha piteh atrongly 1o waiad, and
how the econrse of the pame
itsell is yary substantially influao-
oed, by whether Ehe ‘piteh s
dry oz web or deyiogor eroub-

ling. *Bha present writer ouce
gaw the two prostest  batsmen
of (he world at that fima on

a very web piteh, simply jaarding
their wickets for one solid honr
and seoring mbook five ruos or
g0 (may hive been ten) doring
that period. Gur Cricket may ba
jndged purely on it merils,
without referencs to crtrassons
fuctors,
Married 80 Years

Abont two months ago it
wag reportad that a coupls in
Goorgia | Rossin, uot America )
had celebrated their S0tk Wed-
ding Annpiversary, & little whils

previonsly, Mapy  years  ago,
when the  news-papers reporied
that u Hollywood actress  liad

never bepn divorcedl, the Puncl
gomplained that it was very nn-
fair to her reputation o lsb oul
gnch o ( damagiog) seoret. Tha
point was thet among achreskes
in Ameriea it was considersd
fashionable €1 he  divorcad
many Hmea over, 1 believs that
a fairly  distingmished wan o
Amerien once declarsd after &
divoree and remarringe that he
fonnd the experisuce 8o exhilar-
ating that he moaot to try it
onca @ yOar,

Itis genernlly nod, T baligve,
rightly supposad that the Russipy
divorea tegualitions sre ahout the
lightest in tha world. Yeb Inn
Fleming, the creptdr of dnnjes
Bond, obseryes thot the atmose
phera in Moacow [ perlings mush
to his- regreb) i prudish Ao
Micl' = Viotorisn. Thut menns thuot,
while the Inws in P}Iu—.hi.l 0re i

soneession o revolutlonnry idape
logy, buosboods wpod wiyes nre
not  anxio ta get  divoread,
simply  beeause: the oy allows
it. Murl Mnrxe (who  was, ol
copren, Dot o Wasign ) ke
fannder | fh g, wis
happily mue : an was Lopin
nnd po ore Khrasshey aud mosk
of tha present lendecs of Elushin,
This dops not mesn  thet o
relugation ol Divores Liws s

deslgable, bub Ll when

thod

“"“’ﬁd
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Lattar to the Fditoy

THE DRAGON 18 AT Tl
DOOIBIEE ;. BEWARL |

Duae  Sir,

"Iowe do uob dblval edp
probilems i paod bimn with U
lnvponk  minority tha

1 Braip,
Tamils, and the othse |11'fnmil.im.

#ome diy  thoy ‘may ba [sroed
into the Lunds of Jaeople whe
will be only ton wi ling o

recdiva them folo thole. fald)
thos  wrsts recently  in th;
ootumns ol e Ceylon Daily
News,  Me, Wilmot A Arar,
who 4 one of the woat pabriotiy
and  f statesman  liviog
in oue  midak  tolduy. How traa

anil prophictie dova bis warning
ving 121 hitva boan elosely (6llow-
ing the divenssions and dolintes
ot the proposed * Distriot Gonneil
LHLEY - awith mogh  pmossmenk,
sutelimes with  pity and atter
il I No polilical  parly  ar
fndividunl apposed to bhis innoen-
ong Bill sgema o have lally
nuderatood iy wmplicntions aud
tha Beneficitl reanlts likely o
Uow from ite implemantstion,
Thiir affusions just  nmonnt’ to

fulils  amotionnlism snd - sentis
mentalism, but  without any
Auipd  bass of Eemsm o logie,

Du-_mile oot noble Prims Migis.
torfd wogent nod dveefabnbla arpns

wenty aud  assnvinees that Che
Bill  will ool by any imesns
divide the congtey, wor bring

aoy barm to i, even genblemen
likt the rativad. Ohiaf Jastice:
My, Basuniyaksa and soma roas
patted Maha Theros, who ol
to linow botter, are crviog Liooras
that Mr, Duodley Beunnagnke iz
soching to sell the  conutry to
Wia Tamils;  Theve (doss ™ not
‘Besm to me o bipger nonssnge
than {his,  They all seem to he
uoder i glond! o & fatal politienl
muladys Several  koow thut' Mr,
Boganayaka = lis o prievange
apningt onr bouest, inmoeedt and
truly  patrioti Prime  Miniater,
whieh 1 need ook divalia in
tiis letter, My friond M, G, O
Poonsmbalam, the Pamil Congrass
leadsy, has hig own grievaoces
ngiingk tha Faderal Party, parlis
onlarly  agpinst its lesdar My,
3.0 V. Ohelvanavakam who haa
auveessfnlly thrown Lim ont from
power,  Mr, Chelvannyiksm was
abife to do this #at by virtos
of Lis orvatorival powers or bome
bast, bot by victos of Lig no-
doubted  patriotism aul  saiotly
oliursoter. To the Tamil-speaking
peapls he has become a real
Malathma who will wpob lis ‘nor

anorifica the inlerests of Lha
Tumil” raes for o mess of pob-
thue  or personal  glory. ‘he

L 8. 8, B, which was at ofig
fims regarded by the Tamils ag
a party  wikth  high' prisciples,
bas t{oday fallen from tha high
padestal poil 15 reapected’ ar
tristed oo mors,

Whataver proposals’  Me.
Chelvanuyakam brings  forward
must ba opposed rool sud brunch
gepms to ba tha politioul matto

of the Tamil Oopgress. How
wickad, narrow-minded and wos=
patviotie s the attitade of tha
Tamil  Qongress need not  be
streseed,

What is nesded nowt 1

emphaticnlty Bay  that National
Uity = the supreme need of
tlia hour, Oar economy 1s 1o &
parlons state, stiilkes are rimpe
vut, Commyuists are on  the
rampage in order to seizs powsr
by book or crook, the 'Bi L,
F. P, lesder Mms, Erimayo
Bandnranaike i =offeripg {rom
& peigvons sense of niter defeals
ism, wod her proverbial feminine
weath is vaging like bellfirs in
har  breast, In the midet of
Lhid  ohuotis atate Sl Lnokn is
experlepcing u serions  palitical
and eoauuu;]un{ ixaiudy. w!.uu_l[.l
may prove [atal gt any motuent,
1t }inp stateld in koowledgealils
qnartera that the Britiah are
intending to withdraw their nuval
and  wilitary forges from  Eheir
baged iu t&iug’uporﬁ_ hb:g‘ LT,
1

WART 1§ MAN?
CBy 5 B K. Solamon )

SAVIGE du b by
Punlmist David jn Pi:lﬁeg-thi

B wlin an Jmmor
i 0 analanind Loy % ‘l;] J::lﬁ}
ELis sepnrition uf bady wnd sonls
Wlal eanlly luppans ta min il
denth? Al wiink whiut Ll
ot who beliayns Bl thiarg
in no hope of life wlioe bl ?
Llhioun ;pltuﬁtinué huye  posslel —
Foy - rlpghtooed =milliong i
thio baginniog of ths ?ns il

Denth ds n xonlity — o orois
bla venlity  fup wiauy  religions
prople | Though many  to duy
1I|I.m to ahove b Teom. thie wiutla,
iy h]lﬂutlilllu buviog 1o thiuk
aboub ity diath e real | 1y i
the  duevituble Riusenpuea’ of
hoing nlive, Lveey iviag Orga-
uidm follows bho fubleed of Liekh,
srawih, senllity nnd donth, Dangl
bafalls thonssuds’ syiry ligus —
through sickusss, aocidants; stase
vation, muvdee mad wip.

Ooly ope Lus avar

LU
from ths obliar sids of fue o

e dead

imagination  of  n  politicully
ducsnssd womnian \\'hu_hu;oli:r:tnllgr
power 6f Judetog aftar har Lo
of pawsr w0 Mlurch, L5, iy
polsaal  suviny — i any — ig
Uliina — Head Chion, and o ghlicr,

!. therafore appanl  to ull
poliieal  purtica of  Cayloa to
units nod  elremgthen e home
feont  ecovomivaily wed TS
eally.  Otherwiss Wo e doonsl
lor ‘eyer aud onr bope of g
reganerated  Sri Dinks will be
duslied to the prouud, Bawars|

It is wpresdl on all hands

thab the  Iwashebori system of
Administvabion i gompletely
ontmodsd” anil  antijaated agd

that it shoold ba  replaged by
something wore  demovrnlic aud
somethiog morg smbed to tha
changed political conditions sud
modes ol e of the people and
the pgnpla stionld b allowad py
participaie. more lolly, olossly
and eflectively with the administs
Tutive

dpparatus, That 8 to
say ; Adminisbration atiogld
by decentralised, District  or

liegional Goundils were, therefire,
degided npod by men of the
stature of the late Mr, 5 W, K.
L, Baudaraoaike and others as
the ouly sessible and jrwdbiva-
able meana of  briogiog  about
the desired end, Dat, wheu
wtipmyts. are being mode to giva-

pruttical shups o wlmt  wes
thoupht Lo be.  desirsble, gl
munner of hrivolons  obagacley

are being pot io the wayp, Ons
can quite. noderstsnd  Cia  leara
and enspicions of the Binhals
majority  of the propesed [ O,
Bulif it is to operata osly iu the
North aud Bask, bot lortusalely
it iz to operate (roughout the
whole aof Ceylon f{or the benafit
of one sud all, ln the fage of
this' [act, peepls who ooght o
kuow “better  mra: raizing  oriss
and howls aud  senseless  proo
tests ugaingt the proposed D, ©,
Bill aa if depmsday 15 st hand,
They say that the Bl s =
dangerons  picos  of legislution

deeigogd o divids ths coontry

and  to destroy the Sinbslese
race, The Rusheberd system  of
Admipistration moBt go, the Iy
0. Bill must be rejected ooy of
baod., Buobt then ‘what i3 the
woy oot of the dilemms ssks
the peuoing patriok in horeor,
amszement  dnd  nkter despair,
ile i3 in o stete of  bewild-
ermpot el cbaps, Hs 5, us
{he proverb says, between the
devil sud the deep ses, 1t would
geem to any impariiel  ebserver
that. sll ‘these protesls, howls,
these bue hnd cries are beog
artifieinlly enpingered and propes
guted by schewing politicians
epgaged in wo uohely plat lo
embarrass the presbut Chovern-
manly to orents chacs nd edns
fugion, ond, A possible, to
topple it down, But we are sirs
thut ooy brave aud noble Primg
Minister is sow stroug ebough
in every ‘way to  meet  the
hall from whataver quarters

lonving o whi -
Iy i8 .hgciug to be filled by tha
dréndfnl. Dmgen of  Ching, IF
thia  tukea pleos, what  will
linppan Lo our iy little Tslsnd=
not bigger than o tioy wpenk o
fhe map of the Indian Ooenn.
I drend bo contemplate the {atal
consequoncss v onr litkle isles

Lavgangs nnd other, petiy,
and agnsaless strikes” on fosy

pronods  will dofinitely wauken
our waity, reland onr  prograss,
and remdir  onr  position mosk

viloarables nnd cavetulifa to the
nngernpulons nod gresdy agpred-
gord.  Mra, Bandaranuiks onea
told n nawapnper roporter Ghak
glis would nob brost M, O, N.

Annadorad, the Chigl Mliuister
of Mnpdras  Stats,  aund  his
horder  onod  that they bave a
Bt
utbar

it muy come. Hs i3 uot the
Prime. Minister of 1054, Ha is
o mueh stardicr pod more Bintn-
re man todsy ond B ouwow o
n position to meet any n;i\gemnrg
fu the battlelield ol polibiea,

Prima  Ministers come aud
w0 bot ong's sdheregce to troth
under ull airpuu;:qtuuu_e«g; liiti‘zliiv:lt
pwal or lragle, obe Sy
ﬁ::ﬂnu;ur and  lidelity to oned
Jodggeil wond will po dowd' to
Eislory and  pesterity. Let our
noble Prime  Ministsr remember
this  and resolately o
heraleully.
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