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ﬁaffna, June 10th, 1847,

MODERN MISSIONS.

There are features of the missionary enterprise that
well deserve a record m a secular journal.  Wherev-
or migsions have been planted by the American Board,
the influence has been most marked apon civilization
and learning, and morality and general virtue. ~The
gume is true of othermissionary enterprises, wherev-
er they are conducted onthe broad and expansive prin-
ciples of @bristian charity. We arrogate nothing pe-
culiar or exclusive to the American Board. It is the
peneficent influence of Christian philanthropy acting
upon the friendless and forsaken, the ignorant and vi-
cious, of which we speak. We bid all such organiza-
tions “God gpeed.” They reflect honor upon our
country, and mark the spirit and the progress of the
age. They are exerting a powerful inflacnce in soft-
ening the asperities of human nafure, in staying the
madness of passion, and in binding nation together in
the bonds of brotherhood and affection. The havoe
of war, the clashing of arms, the storming of cities,
and the battle-field where thousands “bite the dust in
death,” may well be superseded by those conquests
which diffuse a tide of blessings in proportion to their
universality and extent. We feel no hesitation in ex-
pressing our conviction that the missions of modern
times in their inflaence and efforts, have done far more
to prevent national collisions and the effusion ofblood,
{han all the decrees of kings, and cabinets, and legis-
lative enaciments. Once reclaim men from the domin-
ion of vindictive passions,and they will cherisha spirit
of kindness and good will toward the entire race. Nev-
er, since time began, has there been so long a period
of peace and prosperity as since the establishment and
vigorous prosecution of modern missions. ‘Who can
doubt that nations have been influenced by the spirit
of meekness, forbearance, and forgiveness which has
heen inculcated and enforced in all parts of the world
by, the establishment of missions! Were there no oth-
et good accomplished by their instrumentality, this a-
lone would a thousand fold more than compensate for
the labor and expense of planting and sustaining them.
—Phil. V. American.

THE POWER OF LOV L.

Love is the best-natured thing, the best complexion-
ed thing in the world. Let us express this sweet har-
monious affection in these jarring times; that so, if it
be pussible, we may tune the world into better riusic.
Especially in matters of religion, let us strive with all
meckness to instruct and convince one another. Liet
us endeavour to promote the gospel of peace, the dove-
like gospel, with a dove-like spirit. This was the way
by which the gospel at first was propagated in the
world. Clrist did not ery, nor lift up his voice in the
streets; a bruised reed he did not break, and the smok-
ing flax he did not quench; and yet he brought “forth
judgment unto victory.’ He whispered the gospel to
us from mount Sicn, inastill voiee; and yetthe sound
thereof went out quickly throughout all the earth. The
gospel at first came down upon the world gently and
woftly like the dew upon Gideon’s fleece; and yet it
quickly soaked quite through it; and doubtless this is
still the most effectual way to promote it firther.
Swestness and ingenuity will more command men’s
minds than passion, sourness, and severity, as the soft
pillar. sooner breaks the fiint than the havdest marble.
Let us follow truth in love—and of the twe, indeed, be
contented rather to miss of the conveying of a specu-
lative trath, than to part with love.  When we would
eonvinee men of any error by the strength of truth,
let us withal pour the sweet balm of love upon their
heads. Miuth and love ave two of the most powerful
things in the world; and when they both go together
they cannot easily be withstood.  The golden beams
of truth and the silken cerds of lave, twisted together,
vill draw ‘men on with a sweet violence, whether they
will or no.'—Cudworth.

RAVAGES OF INTEMPERANCE.
_Beliberately lock around you, and take, within the
cirele of your own acquainfance, the dimensions of
that misery which intemperance occasions, and sam
up the number of dead which it has slain.

A friend of mine once gave me the number and the
names of a social club of temperance drinkers which
once existed in Schenectady, and of which, when
young, he was himsclf a member; and [ have remark-
ed, how bereft to fortune, how bereft of reputation,be-
reft of health, and sometimes even bereft of reason,
they have decended, one after another, prematarely,
t0 the grave; until at length, though not an old man,
that friend alone remains, of all their number, {o tell
how he himselt was rescued from a fate so terrible, by
the timely and prophetic. counsel of a pious mother.
And I have remarked, too, how those pupils of my own
who, in despite of warning and admonition, and en-
treaty, persisted in the use of intoxicating liquors while
it college, have, on entering the world, sunk into obs-
eurity, and finally disappeared from among those rival

actors, once their companions, rising inte life; ‘and
when searching out the cause, I have, full of anxiety,
inquired after one, and another, and another, the same
answer has been returned, ¢“He has become, or gone a
sot 1ato the grave.””—Dr. Noté.

SLAVERY MUST CEASE.

The spirit of the age, and the points of elevation
which we have gained in the progress of events, are a-
gainst the institution of slavery; and that mstitutionis
certainly destined to fall. It is a system at varmnce
with the settled views of mankind, and with principles
now established, and from which our race is not to go
backward. Every thing which hasbeen developed in the
long track of ages,andin therevelation of God, about
the essential qudlities of man, the fuet that all are of
one race, that the same blood Lasbeen shed for human
redemption, and that the same is open to all, is against
this institution. Everything that has been elicited or
established about the dignity of man; the nobleness of
the soul, the honor of human nature, the distinction be-
tween intellect and matter, between man and the brute
is against the existence of this institution. Hyery blow
that has been struck in the cause of liberty, either in
this or the old World; every struggle of the Puritans
for freedom here, is against the spirit of this institution.
Every common school, academy, and college in the
land, and all the views which we have adopted, that
the human mind, as such, has a right to instruction;
all that is sacred in the right of trial by jury, and all
our views that every accused man, no matter what his
colour, has such a right; all our conyictions that the
Rible is made for mankind, and is to be withheld from
none, and all the deepfelt and inextinguishable convie-
tions which men are settling upon, that every man has
a right to the fair avails of his own labor; all these
things are against this institution. All settled notions
of religion, too, are against it; and it is only by a war-
fare upon the plain and indispensable principles of the
Bible, that it is maintained.

from these fixed points in regard to liberty, educa-
tion, trial by jury, the right to read, and the right to.
the avails of labour, our race do not go backward.
These are matters fully settled now, in the age in
which we live. “One generation passeth away, and
another generation cometh,’” but these principles like
«the earth, abide forever.” The spirit of slayery is com-
ing more into contact every year with those great prin-
ciples; and as they acquire a deeperhold ou the mind
the mind becomes more repellant to the system.

The opposition made to the institution in this land
and this age, is not the ebullition of passion or excite-
ment. It is the spirit of the age against it—the growth
of centuries, the result of conflict, the fruit of liberty,
the offapring of religion; and if anything may be pre-
dieted of the future, it is, that some how THE INSTITU-
10N OF 8 LAVERY MUST CREASE FOREVER.—Rev. Albert
Barnes.

“WHERE WAS THE PROTESTANT RELIGION BEFORE
Luruugr?"’

During the reign of James the first, a coffec-house
was set up near ‘Lemple-bar, London, by a number of
Roman Catholic priests, who held public debates up-
on religion. One of them generally took the Protest-
ant side, that he might defend it wewkly, and at last
seem to give it up. Lt happened onc evening that they
were debating on the antiquity of the church, oras the
question was then put “where was the Protestant reli-
gion before Luther, or before the Reformation?” Asany
person was allowed to be present at these disputes a
shoemalker’s apprentice had stepped in to listen. At
length, thinking that he could speak better upon the
subject than the pretended Protestant, he asked wheth-
er he might have liberty to speake They very cour-
teously answered that he might. «“Well then,” said
the lad, ¢I have but little to say, but I insist upon two
things: that my opponentshallfreely answer any ques-
tions I put to him; and also that he shill not be angry
at what | ask him."” These preliminaries being agreed
to the boy said, with asignificant look, tv ancld Jesuit,
“Pray Sir when dil you wash your face?”’ ¢“What is
that to you, you foolish boy!"” angrily retored he.

“Nay, Sir, you prowised not to be angry;™ «Why,
true, I did.—Well, child, I'washed mjy face this morn-
ing,” “And pray, Sir, where was youart face before you
washed it?”’ ¢\ here! why, just where it is now; where
dost thou think it was?” ¢“Aye, Siv,” said the boy,
that is exactly the case. Christianify was always the
same thing, but your church sullied and dirtied it for
many years, in a most beastly manner. At the Refor-
mation it was washed clean again,and is now where
it was at first —in the Bible.”

THr NEWLY-DISCOVERED PraNzt NEPTUNE.

We have much gratification in being able to lay be-
fore our readers a notice of the first sight that has been
obtained out of Burope; of the Planet Neptune, the
discovery of which has occasioned & sensation in the
scientific world searcely surpassed since the days of Sir
William Herschell, and equalled only by the discover-
ies of Leibnitz and Sir Isaac Newlon. Lieut. Jacob is
one of the most eminent in this department of science
on this side, and perhaps at present in any part of In-
dia.—Bombay Times.

Sir,—Il may probably interest some of your readers to be
informed that the New Planet, Neptune, has been seen avthis

place. It was seen as early as the 2d inslant, and again on
the 5th, when it appeared to have moved a litile, but clondy:
weather coming on, the observations could uot be followed up
witil Jately. It appears asa star of thie 9th magnitude and is
distinetly visible in'a common night glass. It may easily be
found, beng 31 1-2 south Agnarit, a star of 4th magnitudes and
very near Mars which will pass it on the 4th May, being themn
ahout one I-4 to the south.  'I'he cbserved places, which are
ouly approximate are given below.

April A.. R, Decn. S
2d at 17th. 22k, Gm, 53s. Do T 1Y
5 L2, 10 124 0

25 22 Y 8 11 59 47
26 e ) gandd 1 11 59 15

The Planet is a.litle w advance of its predicted place, #o
that the elements will require some slight alleration,

Poona, 28th g

April, 1847. W. 8. Jicos,

By the extract which fillows it will be seen that the Edilor
of the Bombay Z%mes is mistaken insupposing that Lieutenant
Jacab’s is the first observalion of the newly-discovered Planet
that has been obtained out of Europe.

Licut. Maury, Superintendent of the national Observatory
Washington, U. 8. reported Oct. 24, 1846, his observation o
the new planet, and coneludes his notice with the following
remarks 1n relation to this truly wonderful discovery.

The discovery of this planet may be cons idercd tlie greatest
achievement of theoretical astronomy. Ast ronomers had long
since observed thal Uranus suffered pertarb aticns in his crbit,
for which they could not account by any kno wn cause of dis-
turbance. They conjectured, indeed, that it might be awing
to the attraction of a planet out upon the confines of the sys-
tem, perhaps, but which was considered beyond their reach .

A Frenchman takes up the subject in his closet. and there,
with the perfection of mathematical skill, ereates his hypothe-
tical planet, gives it mass, assigns an orbit and a period of re-
volution to it, and then sets it in motion al a distance in cou~
ceivably remole.

He tries his problem, varies his conditions, and tries egaii.
At last the position, mass, arbil, motion and place are such
that its attraction satisfies the anomalies of Uranus.  Alstrone-
mers are astonished at his depth of research, and amazed with
his results.  He tells those at Beilin: where to turn their eles=
copes; they point them according to his direction, and the new
planet is there. f

The probable distance of this new planet from the earth is
not less than three thouszand miilions of miles, and its period
of revolution upwards of two hundred years, perhaps nearly
three times that of Uranus.  Iis discoverer thinks it the larges
of the two.

PROGRESS OF THE TRANS-ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH.—Lf
railwaysare working wonders inthe U.S, the telegrap i
is outstripping thein in achievements. Alinost every
stateis now in instantaneous communication with New:
York. Merchants, both American and British; trans-
mit their orders to their remotest agents, and even tallk
of throwing off a reel of submarine wires across the
Atlantic. At any rate they already insulate them in
their lakes and thread them through their rivers; New
York, Washington, Pittsburg, Buffalo, Baltimore, Phil-
adelphia, Washington, and the other cities of the At=
lantic, being enabled by them to talle simultaneously
with one another. The progress of electric communi-
cation is far more marvellous and immense than any-
thing we know of in the mother country. Buffalo, Bos-
ton,and New York are comparatively next-door neigh-
bours. Intelligence flies: through the country evexy
minute in flashes of electricity; the merchant negoei-
atesaloan, or consnmmates a purchase with a custom-
er in amarket a hundred miles off; and journals distant
a day’s journey from Congress have ils speé®hes and
proceedings in print while the speaker isin possession
of ¢“the floor.”  The Americans can scarcely famili-
arise themselves with the wonders of this new creation
of science.— Globe,

Ice Compasy a1 Conompo—Puarsuant to publie
notice, a meeting of gentlemen interested in the pro-
jeet ot obtaining a supply of Ice for the use of the Co-
lony was held at the Queen’s House, Colombo, on Tues-
day the 25th May. His Excellency the Licut Goyer-
nor was called to the Chair. It was stated to the
meeting that £900, (three tourths of the sum required
for the undertaking) had alveady been subseribed.~The
meeting appointed a Commifttee to ‘‘construct an lea
House, cxder cut the Ice and call upon the subscriberd
tor such paymeuts as may be necessary.’’ 1t was in.
timated by the Chairman that so long as it was not fe-
quired for public purposes, the old Magazine; on' the
Bsplanade, would be at the service of the Commtites
for use as an ice house.

Triycomarin Ao Suirpive Port.—We belieye that
some of the proprietors of Estutes situated on the Ma-
telle and Knuckles ranges of Hills, haye been recently
in correspondence with our Government relafive te
the communication between these districts and the
Port of Trincomalie. The Planters we allude to ap-
pear to be determined if possible, to try the eligibility
of the latter place for the shipment of their produce, in
preference to C'olombo, and have asked of our authori-
ties that the line of road leading theveto be surveyed
and reported on with a view to ascertzin what outlay
would be required to place the Bridges in proper repair.
The Government have promptly responded to this call
and Major Skinner is ordered at once to furnish a re-
port on the subject, and should the task prove to be
not a costly underlaking, the parties interested ey
assured that it shall be put in hind without delay —
Bzaminer. 3
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JarrNa Missrowary Anciascr—The last monthly
mesting of the Allinnee was lield at Manepy on Mon-
day the 7th inst. There were 25 persons present, in-
cluding ladies. The exereises were ofa very interest-
ingcharacter. The Rev. Mr. Howland delivered the
afternoen address on the Moral Power of the Cross,
shewing that the success of the Gospel depends un-
der God on the faithfal exhibition of the Cross in the
life and preaching of the ministers of Christ.

Stean Boar WasTeEn.—Tenders are invited by the
Secretary of the Ceylon Agricultural Society for fur-
nishing a Steam Boat of not less than 100 tons, to ply
for three months in the straits of Manaar for the con-
veyance of coolics, to commence the 1st of September
next.

Deatu or max How. Jous Ropsey.—We have to
record the demise of this venerable gentleman, who
for so many years filled the office of Chief Secretary
to the Government of Ceylon. FHe died at Boulogne
on the 8th inst. at the advanced age of 82.

Fresa WATER oy Corar REEFs.—A correspondent
of the Bengal Hurlaru declares that fresh water may
generally be obtained from coral islands or reefs by dig-
ging through the loose or (as it is called) rotten coral
to that of more solid formation which lies at about the
sea level. He states that on penetrating this, fresh wa-
ter is found in abundance.

OUR NEW GOVERNOR.

Liord Torrington accompanied by his Aid-de-Camp,
the Aid-de-Camp of the Lieutenant Governor, and the
Honorable Mr. Talbot, preceeded by a carriage con-
veying Lady Torrington and the Honorable Miss Byng,
arrived at Colombo at half past 3 o’clock on Saturday
afternoon. The Troops were drawn up in line reach-
ing from the south entrance to the Government House.
On alighting, His Excellency wasreceived by a guard
of Honor of the Grenadier Company of the 37th Regi-
ment under a salute of 17 guns.

Lady and Sir James Emerson Tennent, the Right
Reverend the Bishop of Colombo, the Hon. J. Fraser,
the Judges of the Supreme Court, the members of
Council, the Ciyil and Military Officers of Govern-
ment, and many of the principle inhabitants were also
presenl.—A¢t about half past four His Excellency pro-
ceeded to the Esplanade, wlere, in the presence of the
troops and attended by the officers of the Government
and a large number of the community of Colombo, Her
Majesty’s commission, appointing The Right Honora-
ble Viscount Torrington Governor of Ceylon, was read
by the Honorable the Colonial Secretary, at the termin-
ation of which, His Excellency proceeded to the Coun-
eil room under a salute of Artillery.

Here the customary oaths were administered to His

Lordship and the members of the Executive Council, |

by the Honorable the Chief Justice, at the conclusion
of which His Excellency addressed those present as
nearly as possible in the following words:

“I cannnot allow - the present opportunity to pass,
without expressing to those I see around me, a few of
the feelings which are at this moment uppermost in my
mind.

It is my ardent wish that the task whicli1l have now
taken upon me may be accomplished to the advance-
ment of the best interests of the Colony, and the wel-
fare of all connected with it.

1 trust to meet with the most hearty, the most cor-
dial co-operation of every member of the Executive, in
niaturing and carrying out those plans and improve-
ments which it has been my happiness to have confid-
ed to'me by Her Majesty’s Government.

To those gentlemen whom I may mect and havein-
tereourse with, during my stay in this island, 1 wili al-
80 express a hope that this day may not be remembexr-
ed by them with any fecling of regret or disappoint-
ment.

Gentlemen, it is my most fervent hope that with the
blessing of Divine Providence my Government may
result fo the lasting welfare of every interest connect-
ed with this colony.”

Fixanerar CaaNces—Rarnwav.—Report says that
our new Governor comes out armed with most im-
poriant and comprehensive instructions with reference
to the futare financial arrangements of the Colony: the
only positive change which is as yet known is the Re-
duction of the Ezport Duty on Cinnamon to 2 1-2 per
c;nt, with ten months notice! This is said to be decid-
ed on.

We regret to learn that for the present the Ceylon
Railway must be considered as in abeyance. The
Home Government have determined on declining all
guarantees to Colonial undertakings of the kind, and
however much this may be regretted by us, we are not
disposed to ascribe the resolution to any lack of sym-
pathy with our wants but rather to endeavour to con-
sider it as an act of proper cavtion.—Ezaminer.

We also hear that the Legislative Council is to be
remodelled so as to bring the number of non-officials
members np to the mark of the Officials—and that pro-
perty and income taxes are to supersede a good many
others at present levied.— Obs.

Tar Avoiror Gexerar.—Mr. Me Carthy. the new
Auditor General was sworn i yesterday, when the
usual salute was fired.—Times.

[ For the Morning Star.]
ExamiyaTios or TaE BATTICOTTA SEMINARY.

On the 25th and 26th of May, the American Mis-
sion Seminary at Batticotta was examined in presence
of the Paculty and Teachers and Committee and sey-
eral other members of the Mission. Though the exa-
mination was continued through two days, on some of
the studies it was necessarily brief. Those who feel in-
terested in the welfate of the Seminery and in the great
causge of Christian education in this heathen land, will
rejoice to hear of its continued prosperity. The bless-
ing of the Most High evidently rests upon it,in respect
both to its temporal and spiritual welfare, and it is evi-
dently one of the means by which a megciful Geod is ef-
fecting a great and radical change in the viewsand ha-
bits and religion of this people.

The Seminary has necessarily suffered on account
of the absence of Doctor Ward and Mr. Cope. The
latter however is expected shortly to resume his labors
in connection with the Seminary. In the mean time
the Native Teachers are becoming more and more qua-
lified for the duties of their station; and the Principal
of the Seminary reports that they have evidently felt
deeply the responsibility that has devolyed upon them
in consequence of the absence of the gentlemen above
mentioned, and that they have rendered him inyalua-
ble assistance in the work in which he is engaged.

The Seminary is divided into two departments; viz:
the Normal and Classical. One hundred and ten lads
were present at the examination. Several were absent
on account of sickness.

The several Classes were examined in Arithmetic,
English Grammar, Seripture History, Rhenius” Body
of Divinity in Tamil, 3d and 4th Books of Euclid, Natu-
ral Philosophy, also, Abercromby’s Intellectual Phi-
losophy,Bzcon’s Novum Organum, Marshman’s Histo-
ry of India, Goodrich's Church History, Analysis of
the New Testament, General History, Analytical
Reader, Putnam’s Sequel and also in Tamil Classics.

Were there time, it would be interesting to specify
many particulars respecting the examination, which
did great credit both to the Teachers and pupils. Tle
examination in Bacon’s Novum Organum and on the
first Chapters of Genesis by the Principal were deeply
interesting to all present.

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.
[From England, April 24.]

In Parliament, tlie Factories’ Bill, limiting the lours of la-
bour, passed the second reading by a majority of 58.—A Grant
of £100,000 was voted in support of education aceording to the
Government scheme. Lord John Russell in a speech of more
than two hours explained the details of the scheme. He de-
clared that there “was no desire or intention to confer on the
Chureh of England the education of the people, or 1o establish
any other system than one of religious liberty, which would
merely render aid to voluntary efforts on behzll of education.
His Lordship expressed his decided aversion to secular instruc-
tion only, and contended that the state would neglect the great-
er half of its duty if it disregarded the religious insiruction of
the people.” The present grant applies only to schools in
which he authorised version of the Seriptures is used, and as
the Roman Catholics exclude this version from use they ex-
clude themselyes from the benefit of this grant. The Govern-
ment hoped, however after the expression of views that had
been made on the subjectto be able soon to bring in a Bill
providing for Liducation in which the Roman Catholics would
be included.—The Roman Catholic Relief Biil after an ani-
mated discussion, was passed over by a vote of 1568 to 119.

Famine and sickness continue to prevail in Ireland causing
an amoant of private distress that is almost unparalleled in the
hislory of ihe United kingdom.—John W. Sterling, M. D. of
New York. U. 8. has addressed the Home Secretary of
Stale describing an antidote he has discovered to the polatoe
disease, which he declares he has used with complete success.
The Formula is published in the Gardener’s Chronicle for
April 24.—The Jast Revenue Returns exhibit a remarkable in-
crease in nearly every department, That of the Post Ofiice,
for the year is £52,000.

In Prussra, the first General Biet, under the new consti-
tution, ‘was apened on the 11th April by king Frederick Willi-
am IV.  His Majesty first congratulates his subjects upon the
solemn nature of the oceasion that had called them together,
and then passes to an enlogy upon the paternal anxiety of his
deceased father for his subjects and an explanation why the
constitution had been so long deferred. He then points cut the
present situation of Prussia, and directs notice to those objects
of public improvement which he regards as particularly de-
serving of attention, and coucludes with the assurance of his
reliance on the fidelity of his pcople, and his cordial desire to
promotetheir truest interests.—Just before the opening of the
Diet, several most important laws were promulgated.—Com-
plete religious freedom is granted to all sects; publicity is given
to the proceedings in the civil and eriminal courts of justice;
the freedom of the Press is under consideration, and the debates
of the Diet, with the names of (he speakers are open to publi-
cation.—*“It is impossible not to regard this newPrussian Cons-
titution as laying the foundation of the political life of Ger-
many; and it eannot he forgotten that it is the first time in the
hislory of the world that an absolute sovereign has spoutane-
ously made such a great concession (o public opinion and to
the principles of constitutional liberty.”

In Spain, the young Queen, with a firmness beyond her
years, has dismissed the old and constituted anew Ministry
pledged (o constitutional Government. An amnesty has been
proclaimed, and an arrangement concluded with the British
and” Porluguese Governments to put down the insurrection
in Portugal. The intriguing members cf the Queen’s houszhold,
who were in the interest of the Queen-mother have been suin-
marily dismissed,and it had been decided that the Queen-moth-
er should not be allowed to re-enter Spain and that if she
should persist in doing so she should be placcd under arrest

Since these events Queen Fsabella has received in public p,.
merous manifestations of popular favor.

InIrary the Popeis opposed in his plans of Reform by (e
Austrian Gaverninent, and it is stated that Cardival Gizzi, s.
cretary of State; aud some other prmcipal functionaries of
Papal Court have offered their resignations in consequence of
not being able to act as they think right.

The differences between the Greek and Turkish Govern.
ments are unseitled and all diplomatic relatious between the
two countries were suspended.

Large sut seriptions for the relief of the Imsh had been mag,
in the United Stales—and thie Sultan of Tuikey had given 5
donation of £1000 for the same object.

A desperate battle was fought at Buena Vistaon the 234 of
March between the Mexican and United States forces, 'Ihe
engagement lasted more than 24 hours and the Josses on Lot
sides were great,—that of the Mexicaps said to be 4,000 killod
and wounded, and that of the Americans 700.  After the bat.
tle both Generals were glad to retire. General Taylor fell back
upon Montery, and Santa Anua retired 1o Agua Neva, a dis:
tance of 10 miles.—On the other side Vera Cruz had heexn iy
vested by the American troops and squadron by seaand Jand
without opposition. T'he gartison was closely shut up=their sup-
plies cut off, and it was anticipaled that they would shorilybe
obliged to surrender.

[For the Morning Star.]
SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION.—No. 2.

“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the eve-
ning wilhhold not thine hand; for thow knowest
not whether siall prosper, either this or that, or
whether they both shall be alike good.” Eccle-
siastes xi. 6.

In the year 1817 or 1818, I established a school in the
popilous village of Pannaly, where I employed a ri-
gidly heathen schoolmaster, on condition that e would
conduct himself according to certain Rules given for
the management of Mission schools. The two-fold rea-
son for employing such a man as teacher, was, that
there were none but idolatersin the village,and at that
period no idolater would send his children to a Chris-
tian Schoolmaster. The teacher, being a brother to
the headman of the village, succeeded in collecting a-
Lout forty children, and conducted his school with a
good degree of efficiency. Being brought under a weck-
ly course of instruction for his own benefit, beside be-
ing in attendance on the Sabbath with his pupils, be
made commendable progress in the knowledge of Chris-
tianity, and admitted its superiority to Hinduism, but
without conforming his life to its precepts.

On myreturn to Tillipally, in the year 1841, I found
that the school in Pannaly had for several years, been
suspended. On making inquiries in reference to its re-
establishment, the teacher whom I employed in 1818
made his appearance as a candidate for the schoolmas-
ter’s office. But, regarding him as a confirmed Hin-
du, I declined his services, and employed a man edu-
cated at Batticotta and who was professedly a Chris-
tian. The school however failed, through want of in-
fluence on the part of the teacher to obtain pupils. I
was then brought to the alternative, either to abandon
the village, so far as school education is concerned, or
to employ the Hindu teacher of former years. [ chose
the latter, and the school soon revived—being attend-
ed by children of both sexes, who made comparatively
satisfactory progress in their studies. About two years
ago, this man was evidently brought under the influ
ence of Gospel fruth. This appeared by the interest
be manifested in the subject at the weekly meeting
for schoolmasters, and by the manner in which he
taught his school. In May 1846, he made a public re-
nuneciation of Hinduism, and joined the Christian Con-
gregation as a candidate for baptism anfl Churchmem-
bership. O the 28th of March 1847, he made a pub-
lic profession of his faith in Christ, and was, by bap-
tism, received asa member of the Christian Church in
regular standing.

Though cautious in the admission of members,~per-
haps to an extreme, in consequence of the numerous
apostacies I have witnessed, I have derived much sa:
tisfaction and encouragement from the case here relat:
ed.

From the history which this man has given me of the
operations of his own mind, it would seem, that the seed
gown ““in the morning,” thirty years ago, germinated-
It blasted the man’s hopes, as a Hindu, and induced
him to neglect the expensive and troublesome usages
of idolatry.

But had I withheld my ¢hand in the eyeniug
that is after my return to the station in 1841, it is dif-
ficult to perceive how ‘“the full corn,” «the ear,” or
“the blade’” could have been sucecessiully cultivated.
Hence the wisdom of the injurction, “In the morning
sow thy seed, and in the cvening withhold not thine
hand,” &c The foregoing is one of a series.

The whole Proyince is a garden sown; and if those
whose privilege it is to labor in this part of the vine-
yavd, withkold mot their hand, they may confidently
expect to see on every side, “irces of righteousness the
planting of the Lord that he may be glovified.”

e

Tillipaily, Tth June, 1847. D. POOR.
ACENOWLEDGEMENT

OF SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCR OUR LAST.

A. Ponnampalam, fsq. Colombo 1 Cepy

Mr. Lutber anmn, Kandy 20 ¢
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