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/qu?fna, Jannary 14th, 1847.

THE NEW YEAR.

Rather late, but not so late as ‘to be unseasonablle,
are OUL new-year's greetings. Kind reader, we wish
thee ahappy new-year. Thou hast begun another year-
ly race- Gird thyself with rgso}utmn to act an Lion-
out paxt for God and man. Life is a great duty. The
world and tliine own soul have need of @hy most earn-
ost, cfforts to live well. The past to thee is sealed; thine
actions, thoughts and purposesall minuted down in the
eternal record, to meet thee not again but in the judg-
ment. Receive the admonitions of thine own experi-
ence. Heed the inward voice of conscience—study
the lamp of truth—God’s holy word, by which good
kings and wise men, in olden time have sought to di-
rect their way, and with faith and hope'in the Anoint-
od One, press through the year. Thou hast much to
do. Dark, devilish passions within f.hee dwell—a-
gainst them thou must watch and strive; a thousand
gyren voices on every hand will tempt thee to taste
{rbidden pleasures,~these thou must resist;the old arch
enemy will meet thee with his wiles,~of him thou must
peware. By thy own conseut, thy soul will live or
die, But thou art not alone. Mankind is one vast
protherhood. Haste, bury thy caste beneath a dung-
hill; and thy pride give to the worms for thou canst
ot long keep it from them. ‘In humbleness and low-
liness go forth to do good to thy poor neighbours,
Heal their strifes with words of kindness; show them
the blessedness of forgiving and being forgiven. Pour
light upon their darkness, and for their sorrows, let
dlby pity and thy purse afford them consolation. Teach

them how to live wisely and kindly and happily. In
blessing them thou shalt bless thyself, and be a follow-
or of Him who “went about doing good.”

“The good begun by thee shall onward flow
Iu many a branching stream aud wider grow;
The seed that, in these few and fleeting hours
Thy hands unsparing: and unwearied. SOW
Shall deck thy grave with amaranthine flowers
And yield thee fruits divine in heaven’s immortal bowers ”

FO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

The atfention of our readers is respectfully directed
to the new Terms of the paper as specified on the first
page. 1l health and pressure of other business, with
shortness of time, have prevented our obtaining returns
{from our old subscribers, we shall therefore send this
No, out as usual, but future issues will be restricted as
indicated in our Terms, to prepaying Subseribers. We
hope our friends will promptly meet our wishes in this
respect

JAFFNA MISSIONARY ALLIANCE.

The Monthly Meeting of the above Alliance was
held at Tillipally, on Monday the 4th inst.—Present,
the Reverend Messrs. Hoisington, Howland, Meigs,
Poor, Smith, Whittlesey, Williams, . 8. Minor, Esq.
and several of the ladies of the Mission. The Meeting
was presided over by the Rev. Mr. Poor. The atter-
noon address was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Smith,
and contained allusions and salatary reflections on the
duties, trials, and supports of Missionary life, as sug-
gested by the Seripture narration contained in Matthew
xyi. 22—23.

MissioNARY —We happy to learn by private let-
ters lately received, that our late co-adjutor in the
missionary worlk, the Rev. J. T. Johnston, is hoping
to be able to return fo his field of labour in this Pro-
vince in the coutse of the present year. Mrs. Jolinston’s
health, though still feeble, had so far improved as to
afford ground for such an expectation.

Letters were received from Rey. L. Spaulding by
the last mail. Himeelf, with Mrs. S.and Mr. and Mus.
Scudder and Mr. Hastings, for the American Ceylon
Mission; Dr. and Mrs. Scudder for Madras; and Messrs.
Ford and Chandler with their wives, for Madura,
had taken passage for Madras and were expected to
sail on the 16th Nov. Mr. Spaulding in allusion to
missionary intelligence lately received in the United
States from various quarters of the world remarks:
“Accounts from all the missions are exceedingly inter-
esting and 1846 has witnessed a more rapid and mark-
ed progress towards the world’s conversion than any
other for a thousand years!”

Rey. 8. G. WmirreLsey, with his family expect to
embark for Tondy to-morrow on a visit to the Awmeri-
can Mission stations on the opposite Continent.

A worp or BxmorraTion.—Mr. SpAULDING, Writing
from America, addresses his old pupils of the Oodoo-
vile Female Boarding School, now settled in families
}brough the land, in the following earnest langunage:
‘Flee from and pray against and totally avoid the
temptation to the love of jewelry and worldly-minded-
ness, and work either asteachers or assistant teachers,

for the salyation of souls. Pride, aristocracy, money,
caste, &e., are the death of religion in the soul, wheth-
er in England, America or India, and you may as well
suppose a tree to grow and flourish in your garden with
its branches loaded with parasites, as to expect true
Christians to live as they ought while these worldly
principles are iudulged.

«MucH ADO ABOUT''—SOME THING, SO VERY DIF-
FERENT FROM WHAT WAS ExpecreD —There waslate-
ly a great excitement among the natives at Madras,
about some imaginary invasion of their rights—some
supposed pervertion of justice to favor Christianity—
some suspected bending of the local Goyvernment to-
wards proselytism to Christianity, and a Mr. Lewin, o
judge of the Sudder Court and a provisional member
of Council, was the hero of the scene,—the people’s
champion. ~ A great meeting was called and great
speeches were made; seldom has there been a louder
out burst of indignation at any grievances imaginary
or real. But it turns out, to ti}lle great mortification of
these parties, that their indignation was all misplaced;
certain acts charged upon the native Christians—and

the favouritism towards Christians inferred against the
Goyernment from certain of its proceedings are found
to have been the acts of the heathen themselyes, and
the proceedings of the Government, the result of the
petitions of the heathen themselves. Suys the Friend
of India: “Seldom has there been so amusing an in-
stance presented to the Indian public of the mistalke
of putting the saddle on the wrong horse; and it natu-
rally gives rise to this inquiry: as Government was
charged with an attempt to coerce the judges of the
Sudder Court into mgasures fatal to impartial jus-
tice” when it was supposed to be under the influence
of Christian petitions, is the same charge to stand good
now it is discovered that the requisition, deemed &0
obnoxious, was made on the strength of Hindu peti-
tions?’! We suspeet it will make all the difference in
the world.

Tae vire or Hiznpuisu.—Bighteen months ago,
the wealtliy natives of Calcuita, profoundly impressed
with the danger tobe apprehended totheir peculiar in-
stitutions, by the progress of Christian schools—re-
solved to provide funds, and maintain a College of
their own, which should supercede the necessity ofany
Christian institutions.  Since that time, Christian
schools have been increased and enlarged—but the
Leathen institution has not yetbeen commenced, and it
is not likely it ever will be. The fact appears to be, that
heathenism lives now, only by its hold on the baser
passions. Men who are slaves to their lusts, will be
found its strongest adherents; while those who desire
their own on their country’s improvement are looking
to other sources for the means of obtaining their ob-
jects. Heathenism has no motive power for any good
objects—Our native readers are desired to pursue the
application of this thought, and see if it is not abso-
lutely true;—that the life of Heathenism is in the in-
dulgence it offers to the corrupt passions of human
nature.

“JusT AS THE TWIG 18 BENT, YHE TREE'S INCLINED.”
A few years ago, a little boy, the only son of a rich
father, was caught stealing fruit from a neighbour's
garden. He was dismissed with a reprimand and a
warning ot the evil consequences of such a habit.—
Not many months after, he was found encouraging oth-
er little boys, his companions, to steal fruit out of the
same garden and met with o renewed reprimand. Not
long since, this boy was admitted with others to the

Batticotta Seminary. He soon engaged in his old
habits of pilfering, and has been dismissed in dis-

race from the Institution —Now we wish to ask the
father of that child, who, we suppose, will read this pa-
ragraph—if his son was ever corrected at home for lying
or stealing; and secondly, if he has duly considered the
ruinous consequences to his child of this mistaken in-
duloence? It isalmost morally impossible that this child
can ever hold a place of any trust or respectability.

s old habits will cling o Lim, and wherever he goes,
he will be likely to bring shame upon himself and sor-
row upon his parents.—Let other parents, who are desir-
ous their children should do well in the world take war-
ning from his example, and administer salutary cor-
rection when they find them lying and stealing. Solo-
imon saith: ¢“He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but
he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.” xiii. 24.

Tee spiryr oF Romanisy.—4If it were not for the
protection of the laws, I would kill you," said an angry
Roman Catholic, to a convert to Bible Christianity a
chort time since; “itis a great shame to our religion,
for you to turn Protestant.”’—This needs no comment.

THE NEW POPE.

Pope Pius IX  to preserve his life from poisen, has
to have his dinner examined by a chemist before eat-
ing it. His cup of chocolate tor breakfast, is prepared
in his own presence. When he goes to mass he takes
the host, the wine and the water with him, At a cer-
tain convent where he lately intended to administer
the sacrament, he neither performed the ceremony nor
took the usual refreshments. He has received man(
warnings that his life igin danger. Some of his Cardinal g

have been detected in treasonable conspiracies against
him and nearly all of them are opposed to the new meas-
ures he has resolved to introduce for the benefit of the
people. Why is this opposition maintained to meas-
ures which are confessedly praise worthy? Because
the Goyernment of the Roman States has been for a
long time a system of corruption and oppression, up-
held by the power of Austrian troops, where the Eeele-
siastical authorities haye sought to exalt and enrich
themselyes and to abase and impoverish the people The
present Pope being disposed to ‘“do justice, and loye
mercy’’—his holy Cardinals are turned against him,
and would be glad to poison him if they could.~This is
a specimen of the boasted unity of the Roman Church.

JAFFNA POST OFFICE REGULATIONS.

We have lately received the following letter from
one of our correspondents. Will one of our Mefropo-
litan contemporaries kindly obtain for us the desired
information?

Tothe Editor of the Morning Star.
DEeARr SIR,

A few months smce, T had occasion to forward
through the Jaffna Post Office six printed pamphlets,
under one cover open at both ends, and for which 1L
paid ten pence. Previously to sending them, I obtain-
ed on application at the Post House all the information,
which its printed regulations could furnish, but was
unable to learn from them what amount of postage
would be levied in England. I therefore sent a note
to the post-master, with the pamphlets, desiring him
not to forward them if the charge at the other end would
be excessive.

They were however sent,and [ have just heard from
the person to whom they were directed, that no less
a sum than 18 shillings was demanded; they were there-
fore refused and returned to the Post Master General.

A similar demand of 18 shillings was made some
time ago for another small book transmitted through
the same medium under cover open at the ends.

From this, it is evident that neither the postal regu-
lations of this Province, nor the persons under whose
management this department is placed, can give the
requisite information on the subject. This being a mat-
ter of considerable importanee,especially to the yarious
Missionary Institutions of the island; L conceive you
would be doing a service to the Buropean residents in
the Province if yon would, through some of your Co-
lombo contemporaries furnish the desired information.

EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS OF THE BIBLE SoCIETY AT
MANCHESTER

In a meeting of the Bible Society lately held at Man -
chester, and at which the Bishop of Chester presided,
it was ascertained that a larper number of Bibles and
Scriptures had been circulated in that town in the last
year than in the 12 precediug years taken together.
This energetic distribution had been originated and
carvied on chiefly by persons connected with the Sab-
bath school. ©One Sunday school alone had circulat-
ed 13,000 copies—another 12,000.

During the year 96,000 copics had been issued from
the Depository for that town alone and af one time the
Commitlee had to issne orders for 450,000 copies of the
Scriptures in sheets, and at another time for the bind~
ing of 5,000 copies. )

One lady by her own unaided exertions had eircu:
lated 600 copies.

During the year the Parent Society had issued a-
bout 1,500,000(a million and a half) copies of the Holy
Seriptures, of which a million weie for England and
the colonies alone.

The receipts for the last halfyear amounted to £17,000
more than for the corresponding half of last year and
the paymentsfor the same period £25,000 beyond those
of the previous year,

DRUNKARDS REFORMED—GROG-SELLERS ABASHED,
An effort worihy of all admiration and matation.
Bath, a beautiful town in Maine, had, some years a-

go, become quite temperate. Two or three groggeries
Lowever remained, with a few customers, from which
a new race of drinkers arose, while the guardians of
temperance were off their guard. At Tength these
guardians began a new movement, which excited the
attention of the people, and, at one of the gro -shops,
became the topic of morning conversation, ‘The rum-
seller, with an air suited to the announcement, said :
[ care not for what these reformers can do; my profits
are safe; for,’” said he, (pointing to the hardest drxinker)
T am sure of making fifty dollars out of you; and forty
out of you, and thirty out of you;”" §0 pointing round
the circle, until he had assessed the whole group. The
head dfunkard, at this, arose in wrath; and pulling his
old hat from his head, cast it viclently on the floor:
«No,"! said he, addressing the rum=seller, “you shall
never malke another cent out of me; nor shall any other
grog-seller.” The whole company were roused by his
remarks, and instantly pledged themselves to total ab-
stinence. They then sallied ont en masse, to the other
groggeries, proclaiming in every direction what they
lad done, and getting recruits rapidly. While sume
persons were taiing counsel on the subject, one of the

grog-sellers, passed by in an elegant sleigh, with his
leopurd-skin floating around him. “There,"” suid one
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0.1’ the men, “there goes A. B., dashing about, showing
his fine horge and gleich, and fine clothes; sec Tom,

~yow and I pay forall that finery; and see whatrags and

dirt we get by it."” Thus, they encouraged each other,
and at the close of the next day, it appeared that al-
most every intemperate man in the towy, had joined
the standard of temperance. The men who had been
so long enriching the rum-sellers, now turned round
upon them and entered complaints against them, before
the magistrates for violating the laws of the town by
selling drams. What the magistrates had been unable
to prove before, could now be preved abundantly, and
pains and penalties were loaded upon the unhappy re-
tailers. The grog-shops were all closed, within a week.
The shop of the man who rode in the pretty sleigh, af-
ter being closed some days, took fire in the night, and
althongh the fire was speedily extinguished, the heads
of the rum barrels were knacked cut, and the earth
drank the grog.

T'he movement was thorough, so that not a grog-shop
or customer is left in the place, and the eclat of it has
spread to other towns and produced the happiest re-
sults.—Selected.

PROFANATION O mHE CHBISTIAN SABBATH FORBID-
neN.—The Quarter Sessions at Penang has issued an
order forbidding all public exhibitions and plays-on the
Sabbath,

ARRIVAL oF Bismor Wirson.—Bishop Wilson ar-
xilgvcild nlt Caleutta on his return from England, on the
12th wult.

A Pupasant Story.—A young man of eighteen or
twenty, a student in a university took a wallk one day
with a professor, who was commonly called the stu-
'dent’s friend, such was his kindness fothe young men
whom he was called toinstruct.

While they were walking together, and the profes-
sor was seeking to lead the conversation to grave sub-
jects, they saw a pair of old shoes lying in the path,
which they supposed to belong to a pvor man who was
at worlk in the field close by, and who had nearly fin-
ished his day’s work.

The young student turned to the professor, saying
“let us play the man a trick: we will hide his shoes
and conceal ourselves behind those bushes, and watch
to see his perplexity when he cannot find them.”

“My dear friend,’” answered the Professor, “we must
never amuse ourselves at the expense of the poor.
Bat you are rich, and you may give yourself a much
greater pleasure by means of the poor man. Put a
dollar into each shoe, and then we will hide ourselves.”

The student did so, and then placed himself with
the professor behind the bushes close by, through
which they could easily watch the laborer, and see
whatever wonder or joy he might express.

The poor man had soon finished his work, and came
across the ficld to the path, where Le had left his coat
and shoes. While he put on the coat, he slipped one
foot into one of his shoes; but feeling something hard,
he stoopped down and found the dollar. Astonishment
and wonder were seen upon his countenance; he gaz-
ed upon the dollar, turned it around, and looked again
and again; then he looked round him on all sides, but
could see no one. Then he put the money in his pock-
etand proceeded to put on the other shoe; but how
great was his astonishment when he found a dollar
there also!  His feelings overcame him; he fell upon
hiis knees, looked up to heaven and uttered aloud a
fenvent thanksgiving, in which he spoke of his wife
sick and helpless, and his children without bread, whom
this timely bounty from some unknown band would
save from perishing.

The young man stood there deeply affected, and
tears filled his eyes.

“Now," said the professor, “are you not much better
pleased than if you had played your intended trick.”

“O dearest Sir,” answered the youth, “you have
taught me a lesson that 1 shall never forget, I feel
now the truth of what I never before understood, “It
is better to give than {o receive.”

‘We should never approach the poor but with the
wish to do them good.
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NATIVE EVANGELICAL
SOCIETY

The Native Evangelical Society connect-
ed with the American Mission, will hold ifs
Annual Meeting at Batticotta on Friday A.M.
the 15th inst. when the Report of the Secre-
tary will be read, and statements made of
their labours by the Agents of the Society.
A general attendance of the subscribers and
friends of the Society is requested.

S. Pavson, Secretary.
GG #al & deibd.
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