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PATRIARCHAL CONTEMPORARIES.
[From the American Biblical Repertory.]
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The results of the secoad table are no less siriking
and instructive.  Whoever imagined, without making
the comparison, that Noah lived to see Abram sixt;

saraold, and that Shem lived to witness all the glori-
ous things transacted between God and Abram, and
finally to sce hiin buried and to unite in the o'c;lerul
mourning for the father of the faithful! = Who would
have supposed that Abram lived his whole lifetime

Isaac for one hundred and eight yeuars, and Jacob for
forty-eicht years, with those who for one hundred years
of theirearly life witnessed and assisted in the building
of the ark; who were borne triumphantly in it throush
the swelling flood, saw the opening heavens, felt the
heaving earth when its'deep foundations were broken
up, and heard the groan of a perishing world! Yetsuch
was the fact, as will be seen by comparing births and
deaths in the second table. Noah was c;’ntemporzu‘_y
with every generation after him down to Abram; Shem
down to Jacob; and Arphaxad down to Isanc; Salah
and Eber again down to Jacob; and probably. Eber to
the twelve sons of Jacob.

~ Every one disposed to do so, can trace the same facts
n regard to the manifold channels of communication
from the flood to Abram, Isaac, and Jacob, as we found
from the creation to the flood. We will only notice here
the whole chain from Adam to the fathers of the He-
brews. Three narrations only were necessary to bring
the account of ereation to those fathers; and a part of
the cords entwined in this “cable strong,” wmay be seen
from the following collation: =

-

’S ((F:nm. 2| S Asliem, eté.,
24 ainng ) )
o R A SR = | Arphaxad,ete
£ Mahalaleel Noaw, £
Apanm 3 X Jared, & S £ ¢ Nahor,
Sy e 5 ¢ Shem, eSS
— | Methuselah, 2 ! « 2 | Abraham,
= | Lamech, = | Hom. and ¢= | Isaae,
g 2
& S J Joseph. ) 8 (Jacob,

‘Three narrations bring the account to the time when
minute and particular history commences; and when
the art of inscribing upon papyrus and prebably upon
patchment was understood, The participators in the
awful scenes of the flood lived to see the Pharaohs, the
pyramids and obelisks of Egypt, and probably to have
those scenes stereotyped on monuments and in hierog.
glyphics which have come down to us. . So that we
lS“;lve the account, in a manner, second-handed from

em.

We here leave this interesting field of observation
to be persued by the intelligent Christian at his leisure.

THE PEN OF IRON.

When Bishop, Latimer was on trial, he at first an-
swered carelessly. But presently he heard the pen
zoing behind the tapestry, which was taking down his
words, Then he was careful what he said. There is
an all recording pen behind the curtain of the skies,
taking down our words and acts for judgment.

.It is o pen of iron. “The sin of Judah 1s written
with & pen of iron, and the point of a diamond.” Tt
graves deep its record on the mmperishable tablets of
eternity—a record of every thought, and word, and

act, How ought we to live, since we can almost hear
the all-recording pen going every hour, sincg we know
that every day we are filling a page in the books that
shall be opened at the judgment, and the record is im-
perishable as eternity.

A rich landlord in England once performed an act
of tyrannical injustice to a widowed tenant. The
widow’s son who saw it, became a painter, and years
after succeeded in placing a painting of that scene,
where their oppressor saw it. As his eyes fell on the
picture, the rich man turned pale and trembled, and
offered any sum to purchase it, that he might put it
out of sight. If every scene of wickedness through
which a man passes should be painted,and the paintings
hung up about him, so that he would always see the
portrait of hirnself with the evil passions expressed on
hiscountenance, and himself in every act of wiclked-
ngss, he would be wretched. Such a picture gallery
tliere is; and in eternity the sinner will dwell in it,
for every feature and lineament of the soul in every
feeling and act of wickedness, is portrayed imperisha-
bly, and will ‘'be exhibited to the gaze of the universe
forever.

By the discoveries of modern science, the rays of
the san are made to form the exact portrait of him on
whom they shine. We are all living in the sunlight
of eternity, which is transferring to plates more ¢ndur-
ing than brass the exact portrait of the soul in every
successive act, with all its attendant circumstances.

Interesting to the antiquarian is the moment when
he drags out from the sands of Egypt some obelisk on
which the “pen of iron, and the point of a diamond,’
have graven the portraits, the attitudes, the dresses,
and the pursuits of men who lived and died 3,000 years
ago. But who can express the interest of that moment
when, from the silence of eternity, shall be brought out
tablets thick set with the sculptured history of a sinful
soul, and men and angels, with the sinner himself,
shall gaze appalled on the faithful portraiture of a life
of sin, Remember, then, O transgressor, you must
meet the record of your sin in eternity.—JN. £. Puritan.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

We place the whole stress of the argument for death
as the punishment of murder, upon the one compre-
hensive consideration, that such punishment cannot be
dispensed with Prove to us that the abolition of'capi-
tal punishment in all cases, wouldnot in time draw at-
ter it infinite evils; prove to us that law can be sustain-
ed without the sword in the hand of the powers that
are to administer it; prove that the state can continue
to be a state, after solemnly abrogating its own right to
inflict, upon crimes that strike directly at the existence
of society, that extreme penalty which is the ultimate
sanction of all Jaw, and without which, as a coercive
motive to submission, no other penalty is adequate to
express with full distinctness and power the abhorrence
with which the state ought o regard a crime so horri-
ble us murder; prove that it is safe to let the murderer
live, safe for the mnocent, safe for all the interests
which it is the duty of eivil government to' guard; and
when tlhe proof on these points is clearly made out, we
will 'give our influence to secure the abolition ot all
punighment by death.  But till' sueh proof is produc-
ed, we cannot but regard the proposed abolitivn of'this
altimate and hichest sanction of law, as involving in
the end the abolition of all panishment, and the com-
plete disorganization of saciety.

[ the precept given by Noxh, construe it as you will,
we see the announcement of a greab prineiple, whicl,
so long a3 human nature exists in the world, will pro-
bably make the punishment of death for murder, mdis-
pensable to the safety of society—mnot to say, indispen-
sable to the existence of any government.  Translate
it if you please, as the simple declaration of a fact,
«W hosoever sheddeth man’s blood, by man will his
blood be shed.” Tell us then whieh shall we have?-the
law, the trial, the sentence, the execution, all in: the
solemn dignity of nnimpassioned justice—or the wild
yenseance of maddened and maddening instincts?
W hich shall we haver—the public prosecutor, the judae,
the jury, the sheriff, and the scaffold—or the goel—the
Arab or Indian blood-avenger—hunting down his vie-
tim, and slaying him wherever he can find him?

All the ages of the world, and all the nations of mana
kind huve given their testimony, that the punishment
of death for murder, as the highest crime against socie -
ty, is necessary.  Let it be proved that all ages and all
nations have been mistaken. What other punishment
is there which will sufficiently express the natural and
legitimate horror of man against murder? What other
punishment will satisfy, not the lower animal feeling
of resentment and wrath—Dbut the higher sense of jus-
tice demanding that every crime receive its fit reward,
so the innocent may dwell in safety and in peace?
What other punishment can give to the law that guards
the sacredness of human life, a sanction so majestic?
What other punishment will be equally efficient ¢n ter-
rorem, awing the child, the youth; the man, in every
condition, with a fit sense of the dreadfulness of this
most dreadful crime?—Dr. Bacon.

INCONGRUITY OF THE MANNERS ASND RELIGIOUS CUS-
ToMs oF THE HINDUS.
On this field meet every element of exciting inter-
st. Itisa field wheve a beautiful country is defaced

with abscene idols, where mentle manners are deform-
ed by rank depravity, and keen intellects are stulti-
fied by drivelling superstitions.  The intelligence,
polish and gentleness of the people make the darkness
of their souls a thousand times more frightful. There
is no savage congruity bewteen their saperstitions and
their manners. You are shocked by the alliance: of
education and darkness, polish and’ debasement. A
man makes an elegant bow, pays a graceful compli-
ment, discusses metaphysics, writes poetry, calculates
an eclipse, and worships a snake! The abruption 18
horrible; the shock is far greater than to see a similar
act done by a savoge; who neyer wore ayobe nor saw
a letter. In the one case, Satan stalksasa marauder;
in the otler, he sits as @ king, with literature, sgience
and antiquity adorning his throne, This civilized, let-
tered, accomplished idolatry is the most startling thing
on earth; man’s worst curse; Satan’s highest triumph
1t should thrill and startle and rouse ug. To see nak-
ed, tatooed savages, with fiendish yells, holding a cun-
nibal feast on some wild island sould be horrible, yet
it would be uniform. But who could bear to see court~
ly ladies, in the aisles of a cathedral, and to the sound
of Handle’s musie, eating human limbs?—Mr. IWalter.

Tae CoxveErTEd GREENLAXNDER.

Onece Nathanael was a pagan,ignorant and'b lind, bu
after he became a Christian, it was in this wise that
he addressed his Greenland brothers; “Hear me all.
Brothers and sisters, I haye been a pagan, and as suckh
I have lived for a long time in iIgnorzmce and in sin.
But give me your attention. will say only a few
The Creator of heayen and earth has descend-
ed from heaven to us, and has taken our nature. He
has shed his blood, and has died for our sins. And
why? He has told us himselfin his holy word. It was
because the thoughts of the heart of man were bad, It
was to purify us from all sin that he shed his precious
blood. It was for usthat he hung upon the cross, and
was pierced in his feet, his hands, and his side; and 1f
we always have him present before our eyes in thig
state, we shall hate sin, ~ Fe eures our hearts of the
malady of sin, and clothes us with a robe of righteous=
ness, which he has purchased by his precious bluod.
Consider this, then, my dear friends; go to him every
day of your life, and you shall not be confounded in
his presence in the day of his appearing.”'—Le Petit
Messager des Missions,

words.

AN HONEST BOY.

That ¢honesty 'is the best policy” was illustrated
some years since under the following circumstances,
detailed by the Rochester Democrat. A lad was pro-
ceeding to an uncle’s, to petition him for aid for a sick
sister and her children, when he found a wallet eon-
taining $50.  The aid was refused, and the distressod
family were pinched for want. Theboy revealed the
fortune to his mother, but expressed a doubt about
asing any portion of the money.  His mother confirm -
ed thie good resolution—the pocket wasadvertised, and
the owner found. Being anwn of wealtli, upon learn-
ing the history of the family, he presented the fifty
dollars to his sick sister, and took the boy into his ser-
vice, and he is now one of the most successful ‘mer-
chants in Ohio. Honesty alwaeys brings its reward—
to the mind, if not to the poelket.

REEPING A SECRET.

Some people find it the hardest thing in the world
to keep asecret. The troublesome thing worries them so
much that they feel obliged to call three or four friends
to help them keep it, until atlast it is in the possession
ofso many that it is not considered worth keeping any
longer, and the tremendous secret hecomes common
property. It has been related of Washington, that

he once had in view an inportant expedition, the di-

rection of which he thought it prudent to be kept pri-
vate, but he was teased very hard by one of his officers
to be told the particulars. At last Washington, he-
coming tired of his importanity, said to him in a con-
fiding tone—Can you keep a secret?” “Yes,” suid
the officer. ““Socax 1,” was the reply of Washington,

THEY DON'T HURT ME.

«Mother," said alittle boy in our presence the other
day, “I've gotsucha bad headache and sore throat too-"/
«Have you, my dear?’ askedjthe mother, twell, you
shall have some Medicine.’”  ‘“It’s no mattter,” retort-
ed the shrewd urchin, “I've got em—but they dow't
hurt me.”’

WELL ANSWERED. .

A person who suspected that a minister of his ac-
quaintance was not truly orthodox, went to him, and
said,—

“éir, I am told that you are against the persever-
ance of saints."

«Not I, indeed,” answered the minister, it is the
perseverance of sinners that I oppose.”

«But that is not a satisfactory answer, sir. Do you
think that a child of God can fall very low, and yet be
restored?"’

He replied, I think it will be very dangerouns for
any one totry the experiment.”

e e e
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Manrracr Orpryancs.—The Gazotte of Sept. 25,
containg the long anticipated Draft Ordinance on the
subject of Marriage and Registration.—This important
Docament has been under the consideration of Goy-
ernment for we know not how long, but for more than
a decade of years, and it is naturally to be expected that
it should now bear within itself the evidence of such
long and anxious deliberation. A cursory perusal of
the Document has produced on our minds a lively im-
pression of the importance of the object aimed at, the
difficulties to be surmounted and reconciled in its at-
tainment, and the anxious solicitude of Government to
devise such proyisions as would secure to its subjects
equally, theirjust rights and priviliges in relation there-
to. And we confess our agreable surprise ut the degree
of success which has erowned the deliberations of Gov-
ernment on this all-important subject. The adoption of
the Ordinance cannot fail, in our humble opinion,, to
have a most beneficial influence on the native commu-
nity.—We earnestly hope its progress threugh the as-
sembly and ite final sanction by Her Majesty may meet
with no impediment,

Narive Dances.—We understand that there are
several parties of native dancers, practising in this
neighbourhood—and that some of them have masqued
perft',orumnces that continue through the night. We have
nothing now to say against dancing in itself considei-
ed. Those who are persuaded they cannot find hefter
employment for their time may as well dance, but na-
tive naght dancing in masques, with its usual accom-
peniments, we helieve to be a gross immorality that
ought to be suppressed. ~Many parents and old men
in this vieinity, know by unbappy experience, that the
practice 13 attended with most pernicious results to the
morals of their children, and not a few of the once res-
pectable inhabitants of Manepy, have been b y this
means led into courses of dissipation, which have resul-
ted in the waste of their property, and the ruin of their
happiness for this life and that which is to come.” The
Navarly Vidaln, if he would perform his duty ought to
report these dancing practices and practisers to the Po-
lice Magistrate of Jaffna.

A Nuisancs.

 Dear Mg, EpiTonr,—-Lately riding through the town,
I ywas struck with the excellent state of the roads andthe
cleanliness and beauty of the place, and could scarce-
ly suppress my admiration, when after passing the
bridge, near the burying ground, suddenly I broaght
up on a great heap of refuse material the outcastings,
! suppose, of the nnmerous yards and kitchens in that
neighbourhood. - On inqairing whose duty it.was to, re-

moye sueh obstructions, | did not aseertain, but it was |

snid the Agent was now absent on duty at Colombo.—
Perhaps the publication of this may serve asa flapper
to whomsoever it may be, that should consarve the pub,
lie benefit in a matter of this kind.

Yours truly, OBSERYER.

Diseracwrur.—Thel Colombo Papers give an ac-
acount of a, most barbarous attemptat public execution
lately at Kandy.. = The wretched criminal was twice
dropped and in bothcases the rope broke, thoughin the
fntter instance he was so nearly strangled that his
ayes started from their sackets. Some gentleman pre-
sent disgusted ot such proceedings, ran off to the Gov-
ernment Pawi‘ion where His Excellency happened o
be, and on stating the case procured areprieve for the
prigoner, who was remanded to jail, pending it is sup-
posed a reference of the matter to Her Majesty.

A WaArLe.—The Obserner mentions that the carcass
of a whale had drifted on the shore, opposite the light-
house, at Colombo, and that the inhabitants were flock-
g in crowds tosee it.

Scroor Commission.—The Rev. A. D. Gorpon has
been appointed by Goverminenta member of the Cen-
tral School Commission at Colombo,

FresaeTs 1N Iypra—The rivers liave notrisen so high
as they are at present at Allahalind since 1838. The to-
tal rise has been 41 feet! The greatest.apprehensions
are entertained lest the embankinents should burst, in
which case the whole country will be immediately in-
nndated, and whole villages sweptaway. A great gun
1s planted near the bank to fire three signals as an a-
farm to the inhabitans in case of an out break,and a bul-
lock and cart are in readiness to carry away ‘the gun
and the artillery men, in case of need.—Fr. of India.

AMERICAN PrESBEYTERIAN MissioN.

Wrom the Hurkaru of Saturday évening, we learn
that the American Presbyterian Mission at Allahabad,
at present consists of ‘“the Rev. Messrs. Warren; Free-
man; Owen,and Wray, with their wives; and that their
labours during the past ten years have been uninter-
rupted by any serious illness. During two years, ten
natives have been baptized. A Mission Church was al-
zo completed and opened at the commencement of the
present year. Its dimensions, ineluding the portico,
are 96 feet by 45, and its cost hasbeen Rupees 7,400."
The Mission College at Allahabad, which was once a
Government institution but was given up at the close
of last September, now hag an attendance of more than
double the number of pupils there was when the Col-
ege was in the hands of Government, and this, not-

withstanding the introduction of the Bible as a class-
book! A Press is also connected with the Mission and
is chiefly employed in printing vernacular books for
gratuitous circulation,—ibid,

Drarm or A PARSEE ScHOLAR.

The Bombay Telegrapl has along and interesting obit-
utary notice of Eduljee Dustoor, who recently died at
the age of 71, deepy regretted by his friends, relations,
and connections. For seventeen years he held the
post of high priest of the Parsee community at Bom-
bay, and was greatly admired for his learning. He
was the most eminent Zend and Pehlevi scholar of all

| the Parsces of Western Indin,—ébid.

ABOLITION OF FORCED L.ABOR.

From the Bombay Times, we leorn that a proclama-
tion has been issued for the suppression of forced la-
bour throughout the Punjab. 'The same system pre-
vails in that country which has prevailed from time
immemorial throughout the Hast, and which all the
care and attention of our Government have not been
suflicient to eradicate. It is now by the'advice and
approval of the British Resident, sought to abolish this
system, and the forcible nppropriation of men, or carts,
or cattle, except in casses of urgent neeessity, is declar-
ed liable to severe punishment.—ibid.

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

Tle last Oyerland mail brought us'intelligence from
England down to Aug. 21. 9

The elections for the new Parliament aré completed.
No Parliament since the passing of the Reform Bill has
contained so many new members, or so completely se-
vered the old party alliances. The Parliament will be
strong for free-trade and liberal measures.  The elec-
tions in' Ireland have shewn thatthe Repeal of the Uni-
onisincreasingly popular and a measure strongly insist-
ed'on for remedying the evils of that unhappy county.
—Her Majesty was making her anticipated “visit in
Scotland.— In Francr there is an increasing outery a-
gainst the corruption and 'venality of Ministers; and the
king himself is made the subject of severe (though in-
direct) animadversion.. A most horrid murder had been
committed on the person of the Duchess de Praslin.
The Duke her husbund is under arrest on suspicion of
baving perpetrated the act. ‘

The affairs of Spain still remain in a state of great
confusion.—The North of Spain is suffering all the hor-
rors of a civil war, and the most horrid babarity marks
the proceedings. of the conflicting, parties.

In Inary the Pope with Lis new Secretary of State, is
proceeding with vigour to quell the altempts. at insur-
rection and. fo bring the conspirators to trial. A pro-
test had been issued against the proceedings of Austria
in Ferrara and apprehensions ave entertained of an out-
break between the two countries. The National Gnard
is fast being organized. The representative Council was
tomeet in Rome at November. Twenty-three deputies
haye been appointed representing the provinces of the
States of the Church,  The majority of the represen-
tatives are eminent lawyers and all without exeeption
are laymen. The sentiments of the Pope towards the
Jesnits, were considered to be manifested by His Holi-
ness having declined to observe the established usage
of attending mass at, the Church of Ignatius on the
festival of that saint.—The Government has decreed
the penalty of coufinement in the galleys for from 10
to 20 years against whoever insulted an Israclite.

There was a prospect of peace between the United
States and Mexico. Commissioners had heen appointed
by the Mexican Government to treat with Mr. Trist,the
U. 8. Commissioneron the subject. General Scott was
remaining at Puebla,

A KIND WORD.

“If a civil word or two will render a man happy,”
s2id a French king, ¢“he mustbe a wreteh indeed, who
will'not give them to him. Suach a disposition is like
lighting another man's candle by one’s own, which
Ioses mione of 1ts brillianey by what the other gams.

It all mankind possessed this feeling, how much
happier the world would be than it now is.

The hypocrite and the Pharisee, like some beasts,
are only valuable for their skin and their fine colonrs.
Cudwaorth.

I commend myself into thy hands, O Father, by
whose providence I came into this world, by whose
providence I have been kept in this world, and by
whose providence I would depart hence and be with
Chirist.—Bradford.

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE.

Loztitude.

Perils, and misfortunes, want, pain, and injury, are
the lot of every man that cometh into the world.

It behoveth thee, therefore, early to fortify thy mind
with courage and patience, that thou mayest support
with vesolution thy allotted portion of calamity.

As the camel beareth labour and hest, and hunger
and thirst through deserts of sand, and fainteth not, so
a man of forfitnde shall sustain his virtue through per-
ils and distress,

A" noble spirit disdaineth the malice of fortune; i
greatness of soul is not to be cast down.

His happiness dependeth not on her smiles; apg
therefore with her frowns he shall not be dismayed.

Asarock in thesea he standeth firm; and the dag),.
ing of the waves disturbeth Lim not.

He raises his head like a tower on a bill; a 7id ¢he
arrows of misfortune drop at his feet.

In the instant of danger the courage ofhisheart sys.
taineth him; and the steadiness of his mind beareth ki,
out ' .

He meeteth the evils-of life as a man that gney)
forth unto battle, with assurance of victory.

Under the pressure of misfortunes his calinness alle.
viates their weight; and by his constancy he shall sy;.
mount them.

But the disturbed spirit of a timorous man betrayeth
him unto shames

By shrinking under poverty he stoopeth down to
meanuness; and by tamely bearing insults he inviteth
injuries.

AS a reed is shaken with the breath of the air, 5o
the shadow of evil maketh him tremble.

In the hour of danger he is embarrassed and con.
founded; in the day of misfortune he sinketh, and des-
pair overwhelmeth his soul.
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