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Axxo 29 Er 30. VICT. c.v%,

An det io wmend and eonsolidate the Christmas Debates of
the Island of Ceylon, from the carliest perviod o

Preamble,

Shovt Title.

Cominenco-
ment.

Publicaiion,

the present fime.

N7 HEREAS it has been very wiscly sug-

' gested that the Christmas Debates of
Ceylon shenld no longsr yemain buried in the
obzeurity of sncient files of Colonial Newspa-
perzsand that the present iz the most appropriaic
seagon for vepublishing them: IT IS THERE-
FORE ENACTED by the Editor of the Ex-
aminer, by and with the consent of his Executive
Council, as follows: '

1. THIS ACT may be cited for all purposes,
as ¢ The Actof 18667

2. TIHIS ACT shdll come into operation on
Saturday, the tweniy-second day of December
1566, at 3 o’elock in the afternoon,

3. THIS ACT chall aud may be published
and sold by Jouw Marrrann & Co. of Chatham
bireet, Colombo, at or {or the price of Ten Shil-
lings and Bix Pence for each copy. And every
person pretending or presumning to offer a smaller
gut for the game, or claiming the benefit of a
preseniation-copy, shall be liable to a penalty of
One Poand (of Tartar Emetic,~~to be deunk on
the premises ),
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L 27
Enfeting 4, THE Debates in the Schednle (A) lLere-
Clauze, unto annexed, arve, and they are hereby declared

to be, The Cheitimas Debates of Cexlon; any-
thing in the Roman-Duteh Laws, the Kandyan
Customs or The 3ahomedan Code to the contrary
notwithefanding.

Tlngtrations, & LHE Hlusteations annexed to the said
several Debates shall be deemed and eonstrued
to represent the person or persons, whom they
are inlended to represent, and no other,

By Orper or iz Eprror,
FRANCIS FONREKA,

Printer.
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Fegiglative Couneil

3 .9 =

CHRISTMAR EVE

1860,

The Clerk of the Copnvil having vead the proceedingz of
the last meeting in a very inawdible voice,

Mr. Ederemanesiagen enguired whether it wag not possi-
ble, by menns of Keating’s Cough Lozenges or other similar
vemedy, to remedy the ineonyeuntence,  (The hon'ble member
read a few remarks on the sulject, which we rvegret to say
were equally inandible.) Perhaps the Governmeni Agent
for the Central Previnee coulid be requested 1o read the pro=
ceedings, during Mr. Bailey's absence.

The Governor suidd that such a proceeding would be ex-
tremely regular, independently of the very natural donbt
whether the member alluded to wonld consent to resnme an
office he had long sinee ahdicated,

The Government Agent, O, P. vose and was about ic
speak. but did not.

Quesrions axp MoTions,

My, Nicol wished o kuow whether Government intended
fo 1ake any notice of certain unseemly remarks contained in
4 recent number of a Newspapor, reflecting on Members of
Council generally and on himself in particular,
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The Golonial Seeretary begged his honorable friend fo
withdraw the question, as the matter was still wnder the
cognizanee of the Executive Couneil, and had been referred
1o the Major General and the Queen’s Advocate, whose joint
opinion would doubtless be ready to be laid on the table by
next Christmas,

Mr. Nicel would then repeat another question, respecting
which some discussion had already taken place:—* Whether
there was any rule prohibiting the performance of Buarial
Service by a Presbyterian or other Sectarian Minister at the
Galle-face Burial Ground.”

The Colonial Seeretary said he bad made striet epguiries
on the snbject, and had fommd that no such rule was in exis-
tence. The oldest Clerk in his Office conld not remember
sny, Nor could he conceive that such a rule could exivt,
exeept in the bigoted brain of the miserable and Ignorant
individual who prevented the burial,—he meant the Sexton.
This Sexton, he understood, was au illiterate person, wholly
ignorant of the Rules of a Burial-ground, and probably de-
Heient in those manly and humane feslings which generally
actuate elergymen and educated gentlemen, 1t was not sur-
prising under sneh circumstances, that the individual in
gquestion should ofliciously, and under a mistaken notion of his
power aud importance, endeavour to exclude a Minister who
wag probably personally unknown to him as sueh. The
original mistake consisted in such a man having been appoint-
ed to the office of Sexton, and placed in a position of trust
and responsibility, He (the Colonial Secretary) would take
eare that such a disgraceful scene should nof oceur again—
a scene which doubtless was as painful to the feelings of the
Bishop of Colombo and the Chaplain of St. Peter’s, as it was
to honorable members around him,

Mr. Ederemanesingen said that these difficulties would
not avise, if they followed the plan of burning the bodies.
( Laughier.)
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The Governor wished to know whether in sueh s case the
vidow of a deceased party would be expected t0 jump upon
the flaming pile.—( Roars of laughter. )

Me. Fust said, he regretied to see anything that would
interfere with the simple and beantiful Service of the Churcl
of Lugland, and this would be the result if' a Seotch Clergy-
wan wore allowed to perform gerviee over the—

Mr. Nicol :—over the veckless widow? ( Order, order,)

The Major Feneral said the Military would interfore in
such a case,

Adter a few remarks from the Government Agent, W, P,
who wik nnderstood to refer to the remedy by Injunction
{several of which had been recently served upon him,) the
snhject dropped.

Mr. Lorenz moved for a Return of the number of Specches
made by the Police Magistrate of Colombo during the year
1859-1860. He understoed that a good deal of time was
oceupied by that official in delivering little addresses to the
parties, the Witnesses and the bystanders; and it would be
useful to know whether by a judicious evrtailment of thesc
superfluities, some of the arrears in that court could not he
cleared away.

The Governor suggested that it would be useful also o
asegriain the comparative length of time oceupied in specches
by the Practitioners as well as the Magistrate,

The Queen’s Advocate said that now-a-days lawyers wera
nof tn the habit of makine long spegches. (O O&!) He
veferred to the numerous cases decided in appeal.  (Renewed
eries of Oh! O!) The Judges had decided fordy cases in
ene qay. (Hoars of laughter.)

The Colonial Secretary wished to know whether the
honorable member was really stating a fact?

The Queen's Adrvocate would refer to his learned friends
apposite,

Afier a pause, the Collector of Customs coughad.
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The Queen’s Advovate then rese to proceed with the Order
of the Day.

Toe Ranway Biiws.

The Coloainl Seerctmary begged to lay ou the table a Let-
ter from My, Molesworth, stating that on further inspection
ol the trace allinded to in a previcus letter of his, he found
the Railway could be completed for about thvee pence farthing
a mile, exclusive of rolling-stock aml anchovy-sauee, for
which a separate estimate would be necessary.

My. Robertson hereupon enguired wheiher the bést thing
under the circumstances wounld not be to give Mr. Moleswortl
and his Stafl’ notlee of the Immediate termination of his
fngagement.

The Colicctor of Customs hoped the Council would do
nothing of the sort.

The Awditor General said he did not see why the notice
should not be given.  They had heard enough of Side-saddles
and Mileh Cows, to render such a proceeding desirable, He
was free to confess that some sympathy existed (probably i
view of the old Nursery Rhyme) tor Cows generally; and,
for aught he knew, there might ikewise be a pair of * ecrum-
pled Horns:'" but that was no reason why the whele boxand
dice of them (fgwghter) should unot be sent to *cat their
malt” elsewhere.

The Ceylon Railway Dissolution Bill was then read &
third time.  On coming to the fourth clause, a debate took
place mimong the legal members as to the antecedent to which
the relative pronoun “awhich” was referrable.—My, Lorenz
contending that it referved to “/lunds,” and My, Rust and the
Ghicen's Advocate insisting that it veferred to “immoveable
property.”

'Fhe Governor thought it made no difference, as lands
were {(as he believed) immoveable property.
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The Queen’s Advocate said that immoveable property did
not always wean lands. In England fere nature on an
estate were held fo savonr of realty.

The Aeting Surveyer Generef thought it savoured more
of venison,

Mr. Rust salll fivtwres werve also immoveable property.

Mr. Nieol wished to know whether growing crops, such
as a crop of potatoes or onions, savoured of rvealty.

Mr. Lorenz said he must divide the Cooncil on the prenoun,

The Gevernor said, he understand each of the honorable
and learned members iusisted on hisz own construction of the
pronounswhich. There were in fuct three whick’s to bo
dispesed of. He was forcibly reminded of a scene in a
favourite play, wherein ene of the speakers exclaimg,—-

——f Bay from whenee are ve; or why
Upon this blasted heath you stop onr way?
and Jooking also fe the tenacity with whieh each of the
honorable members held by his own, and the eloguence with
which the pogition in each case was suppoerted, he was almost
tempted to continue the quotation by exclaiming—
“ Yan shenid be semmen,
And yot your heards forbid me to interpret
That you are s0.”

{ Hours of langhier.)

Mr. Lovenz herenpon withdres his amendment,

RAmway DEBENTURES.

The Council then proceeded to the consideration of the
Debentures Bill,

My, Ederemoanesingen wished to kunow the mcaning of
ane of the terms nsed in the Ordinance. e alluded to the
word “ conpon,”

The Governor would rvefor the honorable member {o the
Queen'’s Advoocute,
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The Queen's Advovate said he was not a walkivg Die-
tionary: but if’ the hon’ble member would apply to him
after Couneil, for an opinion, in the regular mwanner, he
would attend to it. :

The Treasuwrer said that while other Ordinances com-
menced with the words “ And it is therefore enacted,” 1he
present commenced with “ Be i therefore enacted.”  Was
there any hidden meaning in the alterarion?

The Colonial Secretary said he was going to ask the samne
question.

(The alteration was agreed to.)

The il then passed the third reading. .

SUrPLIES.

A very desultory debate aroge out of the various items
propozed to be struck out. The Peradenia vote was, affer a
few good-humoured remarks, finally agreed to.

The Major General then rose and said thatanaccustomed
as he was to publie speaking, he felt it his duty to say a few
words on behalf of the gallant officers, whose allowances were
proposed to be reduced. 1le was not one of those visionary
iheorists, who, like Sir Charles Napicr, believed that a soldier
could exist on a slice of bread, a pair of spurs and a eake of
soap, (Hear, hear, from Mr. Caulfeild.) Te thonght that
a soldier, and by the term soidier he meant also an officer,
ought to be well fed, comfortably housed, cleanly drest, and
furnighed with suflicient pocket-money to enable him 1o face
society with ease, grace and also a small amount of perfumery.
He did not wish to dwell upon this subject at any great
length, The thing was self-evident. He would therefore
move to ingert the items,

The 7reasurer had great pleasure in seconding the motion,

My, Nicol said he had no objection to allow a few shillings
for the soap, which was sometimes veccegary; but he cer-
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tninly objected to the house-rent and the perfumery, The
Island allowanees were intended to cover house-vent and
candles, (and a pound of tallow-candles would supply pomu-
fum for several years;) and we are now asked to pay the
house-rent and pomatum—he begged pardon, he meant the
bouse-rent and candles, —in addition to the Island-allowanees.
By and bye, we might be called upon to pay for mileh-cows
and anchovy-pasic as well,  Where was this to end?

Mr. Bust said that he fully agreed with Sir Charles Napier,
He thought a few suits of clothes, a piece of soap, a pound
of candles and a little manual of useful receipts, in the style
of © Enquire within upon Everything,” were all that was
sufficlent Lo be provided for—

The Major General here interrupted the honorable mem-
ber, and said he spoke * bosgh.”

Mr. Rust said he did not speak bosh.

The Surveyor Generel reminded hon’ble members that it
wae Christmas-Eve.

The Collector of Gustoms wished the Conncil many hap-
py returns of the day.

The Governor was charmed with the idea, and said he
would shake hands all round for the present, and discuss the
auestion on some other dav. [ Motion agreed lfo.]

L ]
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CHRIBSTMARS EYVE
1861

A special meeting of the Couneil was summoned for this
day at L past 10 p.m. Al the Members were present.  We
{of the public Press) were rather pleasingly surprised at
finding on our respective tables, a small hamper, containing
a plate of Sundwiches and a pint of Small Beer, with a card
attached, containing in 2 neat but bold bandwriting the words
“ With Mr. Gibson’s kind vegards.” We experienced someg
delicacy in meddling with the contents of the hamper, espe-
eially as we observed that our contemporary of the Observer
having sniffed at the bottle allotted to him, immediately put
it under his chair with a look of infense disgust. But fol-
lowing the example set by our brother of the Times, whom
we found audibly smacking his lips and wiping his tears of
joy and gatisfaction with a coloured pocket handkerchief, we
applied our lips to the bottle (no glagses being provided), and
Ioo'king with affection fowards tho donor, and bowing like-
wise, we absorbed a quantity of the confents. It was our
misfortune more than our fault, that we immediately after-
wards involuntarily exelaimed ¢ Hooray for Gibsen!”,
and received as our reward a most withering plance from the
Clerk of Council, which we then and there returned with a
combination of looks and gestures expressive of the feeling—
“ihat we didn’t care a brass-farthing fov Aimy who the
d~v] was he? and what right had he to interfere between
s and the Councili—psh1”

Having pointed our peneil, and arranged our slips, ready
for action, we said “Now then!”. The Governor thereupon
proceeded to explain the object of the prosent mesting.
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His Fuecllency rematked that ha had doue himself the
bononr of summoning the present imeetinz, at an unusual
time indeed, but not (he hoped) without an elject which would
commend itself to honorable members. There were several
uestions which had arisen during the past session of Couneil,
which he regrotted to say were inconvenient at the time,
and had aceordingly been slurred over or allowed to subside.
Some necessity however existed for a decision on each of
these questions; for though himself willing to tide over the
difficulty and o be at peice with all men, so that (in the
words of a well-keown Irish Poet,)

« Tha eurrent of our lives may be »

Tige these gweet flowers on thee; ™
yet as the well-being of the Couneil was to a certain extent
afﬁ:crcrl by the doubt existing, and the action of members
somewhat hampered, it was as well that he should take ad-
vantage of a cheerful moment of time to secure a correct
nnderstanding of the varions diiferences, and if possible a
determination of the disputes. “The Colonial Sebretary would
propose se\‘eral f]_l‘(“*t‘ﬂ[ib for l.].iwl‘l‘q‘-\'[(ﬂl and ha trusted that
members wonld approach the consideration of them in the
same happy spirit in which they had discussed other guestions
during tho Session. As for hxms:z]f, he would reserve his
epinions till the members had srated their several opinions,
and then endeavour to sum up the ease before putting the
question to the vote, Fle was himself inclined to commence
proceedings at once, but in order to anticipate all difficulties,
he thought a slight departure from the rules of procedurs
would not be objected to. He would thercfore call upon the
Auditor Gencral for a song,

The Auditor General beggad to be excused.  He was suf-
fering from a severe cold.

M, Bust vose to order.  He thought the Governor's ruling
was final. Ile (Mr. Bust) insisted upon the Song.
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11
The Treasurer heve ross and offered to play an accom-
paniment on the pewter inkstand before him { {lear, Hear,
from Mr, Coomara Swamy. )
Mr. Lorenz said—*Surely, my dear Sir, surely.”
The Auditor herenpon consented, and in a fine mellow

tone commenced-—
Tor Avmror’s Sova.
Argi—Canadian Boat-Seng.
1

Loudiy as booms the evening gun,

Our Bills ave complete and onr work is done;
Soon as we hear the cock’s shrill erow,

We'll take up our hats, and away we'll go !
Go | Brothers, Go | with a hip, hip, Hooray !
We'll all meet again mext Apil or May.

2
Why shoald the Council be longer delayed,
There’s not a motion remains to be made ?
But when the President’s pleased to dismiss ua,
Oh | gaily will each of us rush o his Missns!
Crow, Brothers, Crow! with a Kum-tittle-ii!
T we dont meet in June, we shall meet in July,

After the applanse which followed this excellent perfor-
matice, and in which all the three Editors joined maost lustily
(iun spite of the Clerk of the Council, who wanted to have it
all to himself, but we would'nt let him,) the Colonial Secre-
¢ary observed that his honorable friend had rather anticipated
the proceedings, but they were obliged to him all the same,
He would now suggest that the Council should gointo Com-
mittee for the purpose of discussing the first question on the
paper, viz: What were the prerogatives of the President and
the several Members of Council? But before puntting the
question, he would, with His Excellency’s permission, give
them a song, (Loud cheers from all the members.)
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Tar Coroniar SEeaETARTS Sows.
Ampi—Drink (o me only.

: Verss 1
(Addressed to the Officiul Members only
Look to me only, with thine ayes,
And 1 will lead the way,
Oy if yon choosé fo furn ap your roes,
You had better keep away,
The (Jueen’s Taztractions role it so,
And these you arve bound to follow,
Or by Jove! Tl setile your hash for you,
With o whack! and a right fol-de-rol, oh!

Verse 2
{ Addressed to the Un-Official Members.)

[ lately spoke a gentle speech,
Mot so much hononring you,
As giving a hint for future fimes,
As to what you may net do;
Gut yon thercon got mighty brave,
And refused the vale to follow; i
Put as Christmas is nigh, let it all pass by,
With 2 whaek! and s right fol=de-rol, oh!
{ Hear, Hear, from Mr. Lorenz, and general cheering from
ail the other members.)
The Couneil then went into Committee npon the

PreROGATIVE (JUESTION.

Mr, Dias moved that the guestion of the President’s Pre-
rogative be adjourned for this day six months.

The Queen’s Advocate suggested * this day fwelve-months.”

The Colonial Secretary said that was the very question
they had met together this day te decide.

The Queen's Advoecate begged the honorable member's
pardon. There were a great many other prerogatives to be
decided. Tt was imposzible fo raise the one question without
at the same time raising tho others. For instance his hono-
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rable fisend opposite (the Government Agent, C. P.) was
yrepared to discuss the right of members to vote according
1o their own convietions. (Hear, hear.)

The Member thus alluded to wished to say a fow w:}rds,
and as the members, who had alveady spoleen, had done so in
verse, and (he was bound to say) very good verse, be Would
follow their example. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. Bravenrookt's Soneg.
AR Smart Young Backelors.
1

Here we ave, a jolly lot,
Queer Legislators !
All required fo give their vole,
Whether they like to give it or not,
Plumpudding cold or plumpudding hot;
Queer Legislators !

2

When opr Chiel snggests a mensure,
" Queer Legiglators |
We diseuss it ab our leisare.
We amend it at onr pleasure,
Then we vicld to higher pressure,——
Queer Legislators !

3
We, supposed to vote sappliest
= Queer Legislators!
When the Bill before us lies,
Should a Member chance to riss,
And suggest~—why, bless my eyes!
Where's your Leglslators ?
4
What a life *f wounld be to us,
Quesr Legislators!
T without this needless foss,
Gibson only minds the purse,
Leaving others to discuss
Chops and Potatoes!

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



14

The Major (feneral while warmly applanding the song,
deprecated the personalitics involved in the last verse, Hav-
ing got through the Military question satisfactorily, and he
was bound 1o add that it was a fair fight, {loud cheers) he
saw 1o necessity for prolonging diseussions which had better
be Ieit alone ut the present season of the yeur. He was him-
self inclined to postpoue the diseussion indefinitely. Tt was
an amateur question,—a species of volunteer-drill, unprofi-
table to the country and hurtful to the digestion of the parties
concerned. In the meantime would any of the unofficial
gentlemen sing them a song? Any listle thing, a catch or a
short glee, or even a piece of recitation, would be acceptable.

Muv. Rust brgged to ussure the honorable and gallant mem-
ber that he had never travelled beyond the Ol [Hundredih,
{ Laughter.)

The Surveyor General said—* Let’s have if then, by all
means.” {Henewed Laughter.)

The Major General suggested that Mr, Coomara Swamy
should commence, ,

Mr. Coomara Swamy put it to his honorable friends
arcund him whether they thought he had a singing face.

Mr, Lorens thought he had; and offered to make a sketch
of it then and there; wherenpon Mr, Coomars Swamy was
observed to cover Lis face with a white pocket-handkerchicf,

Mr. Nicol herenpou volanteered a song, and was met with
prolonged cheering.

Mr. Nicor’s Soxg.
Aw— The fine old Luglish Centlemen,
1

il sing you a fine new song, made by a fine yonog pate,
Qf a fine young Cotfee Planter, who had a fine Fstate;
And who paid his gang of coolies at 3 bountiful old rate,
And produced an sverage crop of sixteen hundred-weight,
Like a fine young Ceflee-planter, all of the modern fime.
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His land was free from weeds and bug, his trees were stout and green;

Iis appetite was very good, his tongae was always clean;

He treated all his coolies well, and seldom kicked or beat ‘em,

And thongh Le never crimped & man, he never failed to get "em,
Like = fine young Coflfee Flanter, all of the modern firae,

3

But crops, when Jarge, are heavy too, and difficalt to carry,

And roads and bridges are preferred to jungle-path and ferry;

And while he pays his taxes, on food and erop and handy,

IIe cannot gee why Govermmnent shonld refuse him a road te Kandy,
Says this fine young Coffee Plavter, all of the medern time.

4
Now surely it were better far, in lien of Priest and Jodges,
To vote a good round sum, to make n few more roads and bridges;
And much more economicnl; for the Planter vules and preaches
‘Where neither Judge nor Priest can gofor fear of Thorns & Leeches;
Then Hurrah for the Coftee Planter, ail of the modern time,

The Colonial Secretary after expressing his profound
admiration of the song so ably sung by his honerable {riend
opposite, said it nevertheless contained sentiments of a most
dangerous tendency, and which he thought were opposed not
ouly to the policy of the Government, but to the Civil Ser-
viee Minutg of 1798 published in the Ceylon Almanac of
that year, Ho thouglit they were happy enongh as they
were, and ovght not to give way toany innovations, whether
proposed by Planters or Superintendants. In facthe thought
it was & great pity, now that the Couneil wers in the singing
vein, some honourabla member did not feel disposed to sing
“ All’s Well.” Perhaps his honourable fidend the Collector
of Customs wounld do them the pleasura.

The Collector of Customs had no hesitation in saying that
All was not well with him, He would point to an honora-
ble member opposite,

The Surveyor fieneral, being thus unceremouiously point-
ed at, said that he couldn’t think what he had done to bas
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made the butt of any body's jokes, He had always been =
meek, genial and hiarmless person, and ought fo be the last
person to be suspected of any violence. It was true thathe
was large in his physieal proportions; but was there any-
thing in his appearance to indieate snything like meutal
agility or excessive hilarity?

Mr. Dias hereapon said that if the honorable and gallant
member would favour them with a song, he (My. Diae) would
follow, (Hear, hear,) '

The Surveyor General then sang as follows:—

CarTamw Srv's Sone.
Ap:i—Atl's Fell.
I

Distracted by BacCarthy’s frown,

When Gibgon euts the Schedules down;

On maps and plans and blank field books

The Captain caste his mournful looks;

And shonlid some Memher haply stray,

Where Winzer keeps the gnarded way; |

* Who goes there?  Stranger quickly tell

“ Lorenz?—My friend ! Good night; All’s well”

2

O mailing up the gtairs o steep,

Where often peons ure found asleep,

The Captain gnietly takes his chair,

And galiantly sdjosts his hair;

Then while he ponders on SBupplies,

A well-known figure meets his eyes;

“ Who goes theve?  Stranger, quickly telld

# Neil Keith?—By jove! Good night; All’s well?”

{ Loud sobs from the Un-official Members.)
Mr. Pias hiore roze and said that his nerves were 5o eorm-

pletely unstrung by the last performance, that he must ask
his honorable friend Mr. Coomara Swoiny to say something
or do something, or even to et up and sit down again, until
he (Mr, f2ias) conld recover his spirits. i
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Mi. Coomaraswany bevodld 5 @y He woukl 30 no stk
ihing. _

Tho Oueen's Advoceic snggested that the honorable
member might at least propose a sentinent,

Mr. Coomeraswamy said he was vof given to sentinicuts
Hat had come there o legislate,

My, Forens voge to explain, A senfiment was a sentiment,
and was by no means synonymous with sentimensality.

Mr. Coomarasweamy quite enderstood the distinetion now,
and would therefore propose as follows: (kear, hear)) I
propose Paddy O'Blarney’s tosst:—* Avrab! may we live all
the dayssof our lives?” ( Lewnd cheersy DMay we Ketp ow
eyes shut and our mouths epenl (Edughler)) May we
always part with regref, hut mivet doain with pleasure! (Hear,
ftegr.)  May tho turnpike road to happiness be free from
toll, like the rond to Newelle via Fimde! (Loud dissend
Jrom the Government Agernt W. Py May our path (hrough
Council be ag free fram preropatives, as the patl of the Go-
vernor from protests! (Hisses from éhe official benches.)
May we always lock forward for hetter things, and never be
contented with the present! (Mingled cheers and fisses.)
May the devil take the hindmost! (Lowd cheers)  May
those that ave single find wives to thely minds, (kear, lear,
from Mr. Braybrooke,) andthose that ave martied live happy!
{eheers from all the other members.) _

Mr. Dins rose, and looking hard at Mr. Braybrooke, and
thinking also of one or two other Provindes, smig a8 followst
M. Diag’s Soxe.

Asri—The Pepe hé leads ¢ kappy life.
i

The Agent Teads a happy life,

No care has be, nor wedded strife;

e gets of the best wherever he goes,

Oh ! Twish I were in the Agent’s shoes !
Yot all's not pleasure in this life,

ile has no ¢hild or wifp—
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The Sureeyor General here rvose to ovder. He really
thought that the joke had been carried far evough.  No man
was safe under these cireumstances.  The honorable member
would probably look next towards this end of the table,

My, Dias would have no objection to change the burden.
(Hear, Hear.)

Mz, Diag® Soxd.
(Second Edition.)
Air:— Simon the Cellarer.
1

©1d Baunders the Treasurer kecps rare store
Of moncy, in silver and gold,
Of Bank-notes and Copper and Government TDiratts,
And heaps of treasnre untold;
Of Blank Stamps and Bill Stamps he never doth lack,
And hig penny-stamps never want glue on the back;
Yet it does not appear to have stenck old Sandy,
That a few perforations wonld make them more handy;
But ho! ho! ho ! old Saunders doth know
That these slight perforations are not the go!

2
For Gibgon, he gits in his own still room,
Just round by the left hand door;
And hie tots up the figures, and finds that the work
Will cost a few theusands more!
Now there’s a small voice always dinning his car,
1t is only a few thonsend ponnds, my dear?™
But Gibzon says No! the sum is not small,
And e must pay the Railway-debt, intergst and all.
But ho ! hol hol old Gibson should know,
That small perforations are always the go,

3
So Bannders remains on the Treasary chair.
And eufs ont the stamps with a knile,
And Gibson 38 often heard to deelare
These Radicals hother his life.
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Bt Sannders will alter some day bis intention,
And Gibsen will seon get his knighthood and Pension;
And while thankful to both, for their thirty years labours,
Axnd gorry fo part from snch trusty old neighbonrs;

Tet ho! ho! ho! their successors will show

What small perforations in th* serviee will do.

The Treasurer here rose and said that ‘pon his honour,
this was too bad. e really must appeal to the Chair whe-
ther it was Ais {ault that postage-stamps had not heen perfo-
rated? He thought that the Chairman ought to rule the
member as out of order.

Mr, Lorenz vose to speak on the question of ruling.

The Hajor General said that the Governor alone ought
to rule; and he (the Major General) would accordingly sine
zomething to the point (Hear, hear.)

Tur Masor GENERAL’S Soxc.

Arr:—Rule Britannia.
When Justin {irst to Lanka’s shore,
His Royal Warrant hore,
ie did such good to all the land,
They wish’d he'd do some more.
And now secure on Lanka’s throne,
With Peace and Plenty yonnd him:
May he remain as happy now,
As Lanka’s shores first found him,
f Rule, MacCarthy! MacCarthy rules the plain,
Members never, never, never should complain.

The honorable and gallant member here interposed a few
remarks as to the last two lines, which the exigencies of
Rhyming might have rendered rather unintelligible; but he
frusted the senso was clear enough. (fear, hear.)

Just as he was about to begin the second verse, the Clock
struck twelve,

The Gowvernor was about fo rige, :

The Colonial Secretary interposed. He said the question
of Prerogative had not been decided as yet,
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The tiovernor said “ Oh, bother the Prerogative! 1 want
io shake hands with my honorable friends, and wish them &

merry Christmas,”
Ho they all ghool hands, with each other and with the

Hditors of the Papers a3 well, and we came home quite happy.
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CHRISTMAS EVE
1868,

A A A AP P PPt

Present all the Members, except Mr. M. Coomaraswamy,

The President took his seat at £ past 10 precisely, and
ab once proceeded to call upon the Clerk fo vead the Minutes,
The Clerk of Couneil was however not forthcoming., Some
one said he had gone to hear the Christmas Carel, My,
Stephen “was about to make s speech, suggesting that one of
the Editors present shonld take up his duties, when My, Swan
appeared; and Mr, Stephen’s speech was lost to the world
and 1o all eternity.

The Clerk then read the Minntes with much emphasis, and
was loudly cheered,

Mr. Capper rose pursuant to notice, o ask & feer (uestions,
He had intenliod, he said, to road them out, but a3 he hLad
mislaid his epeciacles, he would state the questions exiempore,
and hoped the Council would excuse him. (Hear, hear,)
He begsed to ask, Wihat had become of My, Muitoe Cooma-
ruswamy ? The guestion, continued the honorable member,
was an jmportant one.  The Council had (aceording to soma
statistics he had prepared,) met no less than twenty seven
times; and eighi Sub-Committees had met, gn an average,
four times each, [At this juncture the hounorable member
succeeded in finding his spectacles, which Mr. Dias had un-
wittingly covered over with his hat.] “Ifind,” continned
My, Capper, “that my spectacles abe fortheoming, and 1 will
therefore read the question as prepared by me. Would the
Council objeet to my singing it (Loud cheers.)) Tn which
<ase, continued he, he would request permission to clear his
throat, (Hear, hear.)
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The honarable member having performed that introductory
operation, procecded to put, his question in the following
formi—

Me, Caprer’s SonG.
A — Highland Laddie.

1
it wheve, and obi T where iz out Tamil Member gone?
Ie's cone to seethe world, and to dine with Palmer-gton:
And Mtis there, and {is there that our Tamil Member shone.

2
(h, when, mnd ol P owhen = he coming baek drom thencek
I veally earmob tell, ‘fig & guestion of cxpense: e
Tint still, sned oh ! still, we should know what he intends?

The Colonial Seeretary, in vising to reply to the guestion
g0 ably and musieally put by the henorable member opposite,
felt no little plessure in being able {o answer it in the same
steain, (Hear, hear.) He had b}- lnst mail received a
cotnmunication from the absent member, who, in expressing
his apprebensions that somebody wwas sure to reake game of
Lim on Christmaz eve, (Hear, hear, irom Mr. Lorenz,)
begred him (the Colowial x"}f’(?(:’.!ﬂfy) if such should be the
case, Lo sing out ihe following reply, Butas hie was not in
the enjoyment of good health, would honorable members
cbjeet to his calling apen the Clerk of Couneil to sing it out?
(Cries of No.)

M, Swan rvose ina gtate of grent alavm and  indignation.
e sald 1t wonld be the death of him,

The Queew's Advocate said he would be sorry to see
Swan dying, but if he was to.die at all, he had better sing
before he died. Tt was the correct thing, according to the
Paets.

The Auditor-General gaid. the Couneil would take no
¢xcuse from his hororable friend the Colewial Seeretary,
and reminded him of his own great maxim, Que Sexcuse,
&recuse.
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The Colonial Seeretary sucewmbed under the maxim, sud
sang in a mellow tone of voice, as follows ;—
Mg, Murror Coomaraswamy’s Sowe.
(As sung by Mr. Gilson.)
1

Atn.— Do they miss me at howe?

Do they hiss me at home, do they hiss me,

For playing the troant so lonc?
I know that my place is still vacant,

And my eonduct has heen very wrong,
But when T remember those dinners,
¢ With which old Lord Palmorston tips me,
T feel if T quit him too quickly,

Muttukistna is sure to eclipse nie,

2
Arpi— Kiss me guick and go.
The other night while I was larking,
Down Regent Street,
The lpng-lost Muttukistna
I happened for Lo meet.
The Behbies in their blue-coats
I koew were fast in bed,
I sided wp to where hie stood,
And—what d’ye think 1 said ?
“Oh! kiss me quick and go, my darvling,
. Kiss me quick and go,
©ld London Streets ean’t hold ns both,
Then, kiss me guick and go,”
{ Loud applause, in which even the Clerks in the office
Joined most vigorously.)

Mr. Lhompson rose and said that really, Sir, in the pre-
seut hilarious temper of the Council, he felt particularly
averse to obfrude a question upon the honorable member
opposite, the Collector of Customs ; but ho would do bis best
to suit himself to present circumstances, and while prapound-
ing a question, he would answer it himself, and do both by
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way of a glee. (Hooray.) Would hiz honorable friends
around him have any objection to join him? (Cries of wo;
end loud chicers. )
Mz, Taomrson's QUESTION,
AiR~~A Boat, 4 Boul unto the Ferry.

L. X rise, T vise, with this sngpestion,

2. Which may disterh my own Gigestion:—

8. Pray, what's beeome of the Dustoms-guestion?

“The yerses,” continued the honorable inember, ¥ don'd
hang well together; but I rather think the answer will be
found exiremely satisfactory. Asitisaglee for thzse voices,
I would regpectfully sugzest that the three most interesied
parties should sing it. I take the liberty of ealling on the
Honorable the Awditor aud the Honorable the Treasurer, to
take up the verses in their turn:

Mr. Toomreon’s Guies.
First Voice:—Mr., Trhompson,
Second Voice:—The Auditor,
Third Voeice:—Ths Pregsurer.
Aip— Three Blind Mige.
Three Big Men;
Three Biz Men;
Three Big Ben; .
All up a tree;
All up a free;
All op a tree; 3
"They thought they would murder the Merchant’s case;
The Merchants gave ’em a slap in the face,
Bo they all ran away at double-quick pace.
(A pase)
Mr. Thompson here gave the time,—Hi /
Omnes: Three Big men, &e.

The thorough good-humour with which the three honora-

Ble membors srent through the performance. brought downa

i e e Sl
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seveam of applause from all the othersy and one member in
particular {Mr. Lorenz) went np and shaook hands with each
of the Performers, congratulating them on the excellence of
their voices, and begging them fo favour him with a copy of
this charming song, to be herealter published with illustrations,

On the motion of the Surveyor Gemeral, the song was
ordered to be printed, with an ornamental border, and a
heading in German text. '

Mr, Thompson said he thought ho had the right of chal-
lenge.

The Colonial Seeretary must beg his honorable friend’s
pardon.« ¥i was a point of order, and the President had the
all, and he hoped the President would exercise it.

The President said he would do nothing of the kind. He
hoped honorable members would, on this oceasion at least.
exercise their diseretion, which he felt convinced would be
wiscly oxercised.

Mr. Zhompson begged to thank the henorable the Presi-
dent for his éxceedingly handsome conduct. Tle would call
upon his neighbour on the lefi—* not you, Mr. Wall,” (ex-
claimed the honorable member, when he perceived that that
the last-named member was getting fidgetty)—1 don’t mean
you at all,—never enfertained such an idea for a moment;
but, T mean my other honorable and learned friend a little
further on,—in fact, round the corner of the table.

Mr. Lorenz said that doubtless the Surveyor General was
meant.

“ Nothing of the kind,” said My, Thompson. 7T mean,”
continued he, ©the honorable member, who sits between the
two. Do I make myself clearly understood?”

My, Eorenz soid that he had had but one idea in hig poor
head for some months, (Cries of “out with it !”)

The Colonial Secretary would caution the honorable
member in time; that if that idea was the one idea which bhe
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sugpected it was, he had hetter not. Tn the meanw hile Mr.
Wall had commenced, and all opposition proved fruitless.

Mr. Wari’s Soxe.
Ay Billy Taylor.
1

Tommy Skinner was & mm old fellow,
Full of Dhol and foll of Ghee,
And his love he did diskiver
To a high-caste Panjaubee.
Tomumy, ormy, Dhel, dhel, dhol, dhol, ido
Tewmy, ommy, dhol, dhol, dhol, dhel, des;
Tommy, omuy, dhol, dhol, Tommy, ommy, ido
Tommny, ommy, Dhol and Cocoanut Ghee.
2
Four and twenty brigk vonng fellows,
Dregsed they were in uniform,
And they came demanding muskets,
And they took us all by storm.
Tonimy, ommy, dhol, dhal, &c.

3
Now. behold, in the first engagement,
Sticks and stocks were all the go,
Till they sll turned round and bolted,
Followed close by Captain Q.
Tommy, ommy, dhol, dhol, &e.

4
When J. F. Dickson came for to see them,
“IWhat wind has blown you here?? says he;
“&ir, we 're come for to shew onr rations,
The dhiol is bad, and so is the Ghes.”
Tommy, ommy, dhol, dhel, &e.
3
With that the Captain called for hiz pistol,
And Purcell ealled for his walking-stick,
And Van der Wall came tumbling after,
For to protect the Starving Sikhs,
Tommy, emmy, dhol, dhol, &c.
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When the Government came for to hear it,
They very much praised the Captain’s notion,
They let the Sikhs go where they ¢hose,
And gave the Captain high promotion,
Tommy, ommy, dhol, dhol, &c,

The Colonial Secretary sald be was mueh disgnsted.

The Surveyor General snid his own feelings were exaetly
the reverse. He was supremely delighted. But dropping
the dhol, he would remind them all, that his friend My, Wall,
was entitled to the call, to keep volling the ball, and not let
it fall, or there's sure to be u squall, with a right tol-de-rol.

Mr, #7all without any personal faeling in matter, would
indieate the Colonial Seerciary. (Great applawse.)

The Colonial Secretary said the honorable member was
out of order. e had already sung a song, though only as
& deputy. But, in deference to the hilarions inclinations of
those arcund him, he would not fight the poiut. (Cheers.}

Tre CovoNiar SEORETARY’S OWN SoNG.
“Agro— Wait for the Waggon.

Will you ecome o me, my darlings,
And share with me my splendour,
‘Where the loayes are very plentiful,
And the fishes very tender;
Yon may fear no barm, my darlings,
While I am by your side,
For we'll jump into the Bandy,
And All take a ride,
Chorus:—¥Wait for the Bandy,
The roomy Family Bandy,
Wait for the Bandy,
And we'll all take = ride.

Da you believe, iy darlinge,
That individual Virtue
Jan make you rich or happy,
Can help you or ean huvt you?
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if you'll hielp to save the money,
And love me then as now.
Tou may follow, follow, guietly,
While T do guide the plough.
Chorus . —Wait for the Bandy, &e.
3
You'll be happy all togother,
As from place to place you hop,
And if you keep your spivits,
Like we, you’ll reach the top.
Then come to me, my darlings,
We'll travel side by side,
And we'll jnmp into the Bandy,
And All take a ride, %
Charys ¥ ait {or the Bandy, &e.

Mr. Lorenz said it was absclutely charming. But in pro-
widing a roomy bandy, the honorable Member had enly dong
part of the work., Education was equally nceessary. Xt was
not enough that people should drive about in carriages and
fine clothes, but they should possess edueation, sud learn and
culiivate liberal feelings snd principles. The henorable
member oppesite may shake his head,—but would be permit
him the liberty of singing o stave? (Heer, hear.)

Mg, Lomzxz' BoNe.
A, Will you come to Bower.
1

Will you come to the Bchool we've prepaved fov you,

The classes are many, though the Masters are fow:

The Building is a cow-shed, and there's poison in the air,

Baut it costs as much as Fifteen thonsend Pounds every vear,
Will you, will you, will you, will yon come to our school?
1i you do,—you’ll be acting like a very great fool.

The Queen’s Advocate gaid it was not in his nature io
interrupt any honorable member: but as it was a question of
Tinance, the lionorable and learned gentleman must be aware
that he was ouf of order, He would beg of bim to try any
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other subject. ¢ Simon the Cellarer ” for instance, ot a
“ Duteh song.”

“ Very good,” said Mr, Loreuz, * You shall have a Dutch
song”  (Loud cheers.)

Mz, Logesz’ Dorcn SONG.
Ain.—( Lhe sume.)
Wit u komen aan de schoel ik heb al gendaki voor u,
De classen zyn meniy, maar de Meesters nict genocg;
De Kuis is cen koe huis, en daar’s pyzen in den acr,
Maar ket cost is vyftion hondert syxdaaters by de juar.—
Vilt w=ailt 24—

The Gucen’s Advocete rose in a state of great indignation,
and gaid the honorable member was evidently making game
of him, and twas an arrent huwnbug.—(Loud cries of Order.}
“Why, if any of you have followed him,” said the learnod
gentleman, “you would have fonnd he was only repeating
the treason in Dutch.” (Order, order.)

The Queen's Advocate said in continuation that if the
henorable member persisted in this irvegular course, he would
be obliged 10 sing @ song himself. (cheers) He said the
Academy was clearly out of order, ironical eheors,) bub
suppose he took the Racket Court? (Hear, hear, irom the
President.) Ho had understood that His Honor had seen it.
{Hc:ar, hear.)

Mg, Monean’s Soxe.
AR Come into the Garden, Maud.
i

Come inte the parden, Sir,
How all the Cows are gone,
Layard ssketh yomr pardon, 5it,
For gpoiling such a lawn,
And the Rifle Band will-e—eses

The Colonial Secretary was astenished! An honorable

member of the Executive reproves & leamned friend for an
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encroachment on the prerogative of Government, and imre-
diately commits a graver offence himself, The Racket Court
is ontside the Fort, and if the soldiers went ouf to play there,
there would be grounds for establishing a claim for travelling
expences. '

« Talking of travelling exponces,” said the Auditor Genge-
ral ¢ the subject is one that seems capable of being improved
upon.” (Hear, hear.) As he happened to be in a minorify
on that guestion, he hoped honorable members would deal

with him leniently.
Mz. Avpiror’s Soxe.
A —ZLord Lovel and Lady Nancy.

i
A subaltern stood at his Quarters® gate,
A-waiting for his steed,
When up there eame the Adjutant,
A walking at the top of his spee-ee-ced,
2
# Oh, where do you come from old fellow?’ he said,
# Oh where do you come from,” says he,
# Old chap,” he says, “here’s a lefter for you,
 You are ordered to Trincomalic-ie-le.”

3
Then he ordered his things to be all packed up,
And put in o Bullock Bandie,
‘When coming along and singing a song, .
He happened John Capper to sec-ce-co,

4

% (Oh where are you come from, John Capper,” he says,
¢ Oh where do you come from,” says he,

“Trom the Council chamber,” John Capper replies,
Az he rubs his hands with glec-ce-se.

5
# Oh what have you been at?™ the subaltemn says,
“ Foy you geem so very jollie ¢!
“ We've taken your vent and fravelling pay,
For taxed we no longer will he-gee?
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6
«(Oh 1 what's to be done 7" the subaltern says,
 (}h what's to become of me #%
His horse to Venn's he immediately sends,
And he waelks to Trincomalie-ie-ie,

7

Then he ordered the things to be taken down,
From, the top of his Bullock bandie;

And away he must start with his kit on his back,
As wretched as well he may be-g-e.

8

From Feyer and sun he loses hix life,
And many more hesides he, .
For the Service must gufler and men must die

By this petty economic-ie-le,

The seng was applauded, doubtless more from respect to -
the singer than from sympathy for his sentiments. The
Tresident added that be thought it was a very handsome thing,
and complimented the member on the total absence of all
personality, which he said he regretted he could not say of
some others. (Hear, hear, from the top of the table.)

The Treasurer here rose and begged leave to present a
Petition from the Proprietors of the Kandy Coach, and said
ho regretted that he could not perhaps put it so feelingly fo

$0 the Couneil as ihe honorable member whoge place he

temporarily ocenpied, and whose interests ho so freely repre-
sented. Would the Council wish it read by himself or by
the Clerk of Couneil?

Permission being accorded to the member fo read it hime
self, ke rose and placing his hand on his waisteoat, warbled
a3 followg:—

Mg, Vaixe's PETITION,
A~ Sally, come up.

We've carried you up, we've carried you down,
We've carried you gaily from town to town,
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But now yow're going to do ug brow,
And shut up the Coack to Baudy.
{ Chorus of disconselute Propriefors)

Oht what a gell,
For it pald s so well,
When you open the rail,
We sure must {ail,
QOr ghut up the Coach to Kandy.

2
We've carried vou slow, we're carried you fast,
In rain and in sonshioe, for many vears past;
But-your Railway ig poing to destroy us at last,
And to shut np the Coach fo Kandy.
Chorus.~Oh ! what s sell, &e,
At this moment the clock indicated approaching Chmqtmas‘
11 was five minutes to twelve,
The President rose, and was greeted with loud and con-
tinued applause,
Toe PREGIDENT'S SoNe.
AageThe low-backed Car,
1 ¥
When firet 1 saw Ceylon, Sir,
As (leneral in Command,
MacCQarthy was the Governorn,
And Gibgon hisright hand;
Dut three shork years have past away,
And 1 am Number One,
And yet I've nothing harsh fo say,
So long as the work is done,
Chorus~~For we all of nd meet on a par,
And thongh we wrangle and spar,
Yet in friendly debate,
Let us all take onr sate,
And Peace be our guiding star.
T've lots of work before me,
And § know tis hard fo please,
Bt a fravk old soldier knows hig drill,
And habes to “stand ob case.”
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And I shall look about me now,
And hope you'll do the same,
And we ghall see who merits praise,
And who deserves the blame,
Chorus,—TFor every one in his gphere,
If he acts withont favour or fear,
Will on Christmas-day
Be able to say
I am in for a happy New ¥ear:
Thereupon all the members joined hands, placing the Clerk
of Council in the middle, and looking fowards the President,
and bowing likewise, sang as follows:—
Grxprar Cxoros or MEwBERS.
For he's a jolly good fellow,
And he's a jolly good fellow,
And he is & jolly good fellow,
‘Which nobody can deny.

(Here the clock struck twelve, and—)
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CHRISTMAS EVE
1864,

i e

The Clerk of Couneil being called upon to tead the Mi-
nuntes, flatly refused to doso. Thia singular proeeeding on his
part, very naturally surprised all the wmembers. A good deal
of conversation passed between theColoniel Seeretary end the
Queeen's Advaeute, during which thewords “Give him a lick-
ing ¥ were distinctly heard. The President enquired whe-
ther the businesscould proceed till the Minutes had been read,
The Clerk of Council said he would not read o single line
antil the Council was properly constituted. Six niembers, he
said, had recently resigued; and it was preposierous to call
this a Council.

The President said if that were all, the defect could be
remedied at once. He had invifed the six gentlemen fo be pra-
sent, and they had promised to come, though under protest, and
on condition that the Colony should pay for the champagne,
and that the songs should be printed at the public expense.

About this time a loud noise was heard downstairs, a great
rattling of steps, and loudJaughter. Several voices seemed to
be in alterention;—*“Youn go in first,”"—*Not I"—“I'm blow'd
if Tenter first,—“Shove kim from behind,” &e. The voices
ceased, and the loud ving of a rupec falling on the groand was
heard, Hwidently the gentlemen below weresoszing up, and
the lob fell on Mr, Pail

Mr. Weoll washemd to sayto the others—< Now then,
my hoys, if you should see e hesitate, or likely ta farn
round and run away;, hold-me tight, and don’t 1ot me.”

Jdust then, and as their £oot4telm were heard eoming ups
stairs, the Surveyor General vose; and ing a8 followq
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CoroNEL Smr's Sone,
Ami—The Campbells are coming.
1

The Rebels are coming, hooray, hooray !
The Rebels are coming, hooray, hooray !
The Rebels are coming to vote supplies;
The Rebels are coming, hooray, hooray !
George Wall and Capper, they go before,
And Thompson, he's {ollowing after,
And Eaton and Alvis; and one man more,
Who is shakiog his sides with langhter;
Crorvs:—The Rebels are eoming, hooray

2

T saw them coming from left and right,
Apparently ready for action;
1 set up a five-inch theadolite,
And noted the point of attraction;
Unmonrus:—The Rebels are coming, hooray!

3
For on the big table, T zaw, I saw,
Champagne and Tiflin for all sixtcen;
The wine may be sonv, and the meat may be raw,
But it wont he the Fox gnd Grapes, T ween.
Cnorus:—The Rebels are coming, hooray, hoovay |
Let us vize from our seats, and give them a cheer;
The Rehels are coming, hooray, hooray ! .
‘And I hope they will always remain with us heve,

The officials all rose as the gix members entered. My,
Thompsen zaid he wished them all good evening, and hoped
they were pretty middling. The Golonial Secretary, speak-
ing on behalf of the Government, said they were all pretty
well, considering. Mr. Thompson said he was very glad
indeed to hear it,  The Clerk of Council here said that le
was ready to read the Minutes. All ihe Un-officials voted
geainst the Minutes being read. The President then en-
quired whether any body Lad any thing to say?
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Mr. Capper said he had fallen into arrear with his ques-
tiong, and had therefore about a hundred and twenty uestions
to ask. (Laughter.) DBut as he was aware that none of them
would be fhirly answered, ( Order! ) he would content himself
with asking only one.

Mr. CaPrir’s QUESTION.

Mr. Capper begged to ask the honorable the Yeasurer
whether Lie had any objection to take a glass of wine with
Liim.

The Preasurer said he had received no notice of the
question. ( Hear, hegr fromthe official members. ) Tt was
impossible to do business in this manner, whore a man is to
be taken so mmech by surprise.

The Government Agent, C. I, said perhaps his honorable
friend would waive the notice; in which ease he (the speaker)
would issne an order directing the Bottle to be opened.

Mr. Lorenz said that if he would do so, he would certainly
be a Templer to Friendship. (Mear, hear.y But the Clerk
of Council bad hetter open the bottle, first taking carc to
read the Label,

[The Label was then read a first time; but before the
swires were cut, the President suggested that Mr, Capper
should sing an appropriate melody to the toast.  The honora-
ble member aszented to the perfees propriety of the suggestion ;
and the Label was then read a second time, and the Bottle
was referred fo & Committee of Peons, who very soon brought
it up again ~the pop of the cork being accepted asa Hepord, |

Mr, Capper, rising mejestically, sang as follows:—

Mr. Carrer’s Sona.
AR —Gaily the Troubadour.
1

Proudly the Treasurer sipp'd hiz champagne,
When he was asked for to join in a draing
Binging, “ To Downing Street we must sucenmb,
Cardsvell commandeth, and Saunders is mum,
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2

1 for the Treasurer felt some yegard,

Went to hig residence, and senbup my Cazd,
Singing, “ There's ten of you, blow the other ninc !
‘Irensurer, Treasurer, you should resion”

3
Hark ! how the Treasurer took my advice;
Poking at my ¥ibs, he called it “ very nice;”

Singing,—" Mmmm, has it gome to that?
Editor, Editor, you're a jolly flag 17

My, Eator begged to observe that the allusion was grossly

personal.

Mr. Thompson said, weuld some houorable friend sine ,
better? _

The President gave au approving smile 1o Mr. Lerenz,
and the member, thus encouraged, 1'*:!01{9(1 all round the tabla

nnd 2angi—
Mg. Lonrenz's Sone.

Axv.—We have lived and loved tagether.

1
We have lHved and worked together,
WWith much deserved applanse;
TWe have put no end of Questions,
We hnve passed no end of Laws.
1 haye never known an Ordinance,
. Which wasnot improved by We;
Tow our heads were always with yon,
Where'er our hearts micht be.
2
Like the clond that daxkens o'er ng
And hides the light of day,
Cante o long Despateh frown Bnglund,
Which swept all peage away;
And thonglh many such we've known, bovs,
Replete with veriest vat,
et the one we last recoived, hova,
YWas the shabbiest of the lot,
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3
We have lived and loved together,
Like good and friendly bovs:
We should gladly share your gorrows;
You keeping all the jors;
But while we feel the Future
Ag the Past has been, may be:
Yonmay keep your joys and sorrows,
And we shall wait and see.

Towards the conelusion of the song, all the Official mem-
bers were found to be in fears. The singer himself gave
evident tokens of regret; but seon recevering himself, he
looked towards the duditer.

The Auditor General was bound to confess that he was
not altogether unprepaved for this call, and he had therefore
put by iz his waist-coat pocket, & fow lines which formed
portion of & little Idyll he bad been composing. 1t was only
a first proof, and as guche=

Mr. Capper—~As such, a proof of his excellent heart.

The duditor General heve get very anpry, uot only at
the mterruptlon, but at the pun. e said that such ecapri-
erous speechege—{ Ohf 0Ll and Hegr, Hearl)—Tlowever, he
would lay the Poem on the Table,

NOT ENOUGH HARDENED,

BY TENNY.-FATHER.

Mr, Capper said there was evidently a misprint in the
name. In order io moke sense, either the T should be chang-
edto & B, or futher into some Whe wag Tonny-fathor?
He (M. Cappery did not know him, He had heard of
Tenny-son, and bad vead his Bnoch Arden; but Tenny-father
be did not know, Evidently the nawe ‘should be Pen—
(Lond erics of Order! Order')

The General said the honorable cx-member was clonrly
wui of order in menlienhrg BLATN

"
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Mr, Capper here wished to put a question.

The Colonial Secretary pointed out that he had received
no notice of the question. ‘I'he honorable ex-member’s con-
duet was extremely extraordinary,

So the extract from the Poem was read by the Clerk of
Couneil,

When I exclaimed

“ Lorenz, of all men, you resign the Coungil 12

He, shaking his large head pathetically,

Repeated muttering— Couneil, ouneil, ouneil ¥
Again in dreamy whisperg—* Couneil, ouneil, ouncil.”
Bnt Lorenz yearned to see ns all againg

“ If I might look on their dear forms again,

And make a few more sketehes ! So the thonght
Haunted and bothered him, and drove him forth,
At half past one o'clock one Wednesday,

Round by the Civil Medical Officer’s Office,
EBeneath the stairs, where we sit logislating.
Thenee he looked up, hiding behind a pillar,

His dizgy head against its polished surface.
There did & thonsand memories roll npon hlm,
Ungpeakable for padness

(Loud cries of No, wo, from Mr, Lorenz; and the Collec-
tor of Customs, who was fast asleep, suddenly jumped up.
The Clerk however proceeded.)

By and hye,

The raddy sheet of unused blotting-paper,
Laid fat upon the semi-civenlar table,

Allured him, ag gome half-seen rock

Allures the Steamer Pearl, until she madly strikes
Against it, and destroys a couple of passengers,
The Council-chamber fronted on the street,
The tallest house in King Street; and behind,
By one steep passage leading gently onward
Into a garden near the Printing Office;

And in it throve a sickly Casuaring, ,

A Poinsiana Regia, and a Jack, .
And underneath the trees were rows of pots,
Which held a few decaying Heliotropes,

|
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A roeent gilt of William Ferguson’s.

But Lovenz shunued the pots, and boldly elimb’d
Up by the wall, behind the Jack-tree. Thence
That which he might have shunned, if love of Art
Had not compelled him, Lotenz gaw.

For pen and ink and paper lay o' the tahle,
And Rules and Regulations: Instraetions too,
And several gets of Ordinances.
Axnd on the left haund of the Chalrman gab
Gibson, the ¢ honorable fricnd ¥ of times gone-by,
Stout, hearty, with huge rolls of double-chin;
And next to him hig Chief Crown-Law Adviser,
A shorter bat a more developed Corporation;
And from his hand dangled a Jength of vithon
Resy-red, wherewith they bound the Colony.
Turther, on either side the Chair, he saw
The ancient Treaguver and the Anditor
Also the Agent of the Centrsl Province,
And then the Agent of the Western Provinee,
Likewise the Cnstoms and Surveyor-General,
Nowsrlen th® ex-member, slyly peeping, saw
His chair hig chair no xove, but horribly empty,
And all the other nnoffielnl chairs deserfed,—
And saw with hodily eyes the frightful conlness
Of nine officials legislating in their absence,
And him, the General, sitting in the Chair,
Sercnely putting qnestions to the vote;
Then he, though he had read the local papers—
Because a comedy scen allects ug more

¢ Than cotuedles read in books or manuserift,—
Felt staggered; and, holding by the railing, feared
To gend abroad a terrible shout of lunghter,
Which, in one moment, like the blast of doom,
Wonld send the Clerk of Council up a gum-tree.
Hg therefore turning softly, like a thief,
Lest the hardl pen should grate upon the paper,
And taking a plece of foolscap from his pocket,
Designed a sketch, and drew and shaded if,
And sent it to the Chief Crown-Law Advisen,
But some maintain the gketeh was Vandort’s.

Mv. Lorenz begged to repudiate the sketch. He was
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grieved that any one should suppoese him capable of making
sketches of honorable members (04! OA!) Indeed he was
(D! oh! and loud laughter.)

The Collector of Cusioms, though unaceustomed to pu blie
spesking, begged to enguire wheihier the honorable member
had not once made a eketeh of a Constitution for Ceylon.

My, Lorenz eaid he had not; but that if he had, he would
take partieular.care to put the Collector of Customs very
much in the back ground, where Lie might not obstruct the
seaside views of thea colony.

The Auditor (leneral hero rage and said that he felt, from
the manner in which Mr, all was fidgetting in his chair,
the honorable member was goiug to say something, ©

Mr. Wall zald it wasn’t he, but Mr, Alvis,

Mr, Alvis would auy day put it to a jury of thirteen men,
whether he ever did anything of the kind. While on the subjeet
of Juries, he might mention that i Sir Edward Creasy’s
History of the Ottoman Bmpire— -

Mr. Thompson vose 1o order, Ife said really, now really
upon his word and honour, this was getting to be a doosid
bad business, Any discussion about juries must be mon-
sirously injurious to the interests of the Supreme Courts
though there could nct be the slightest doubt about the mat-
ter that the Jury-system was almost, if not equally, as had

& the Clivil Engineer’s Department. 1f honorable members
would permit Lim, seeing that both My, Fall and Mr. Alvis
were probably not just then in tune, he (M. Thompson)
would sing a song.—( Cheers. )

Mz. THOMPSON'S SONG-
MR~ Sing a song of Simpence.
Sing a song of n}m—pcme;
What a jolly trip!
Fifteen hundred Coolics
Sailing in & ghip.
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¥hen the Coolics landed,
They all ran away,

So Skioner wrings his hands, and says,
% What will Cardwell say?

2

Cardwell was in Downing-Street,
Mixing gall and honey;

(3ibson was at Government-house,
Counting up his money;

So Skinner went to Baillie-Strveet,
s grievance for to mention,

When down came the Public Voice
And eried ——=* Retire on Pension.”

Mr, Thompson, baving been loudly cheered by both the
officials and unoffigials, beeged to eall on his neighbour of
the Western Province,

Mr. Layard was rather put out by the last proceeding,
excellent as it was, He had curiously enough selected the
game subject, and he wished to enquire whether he would
be in order in originating (if he might so gay) a second debate
on the sameosjuestion,

The General would leave it to the Queen’s Advocate to
decide. The Queen’s Advocate was not preparved to says:
but he would suggest that Mr, Layard should first sing the
gsong, and the Council would then be in a better position to
decide whether or not it should be recorded in the Minutes.
At present no one knew what the cong was about.

So Mr. Layard proceeded, mentioning by the way to his
immediate neighbours that he didn't care a fig about the
Minutes, only if he could sing loud enough for the Major to
hear him downstairs,

Mg, Lavarp’s Soxa,
Am—The British Grenadiers.
(With Tom-Tom Accompaniment.)
1

Some talk of Lawrence Oliphant,
And some of [Terenles ;
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Anid others of Lemarchant,
And such preat names as these:
But of all Ceylon's great heroes,
There's none that can compare,
In point of Bridges, Strects and Roads,
To our Civil Engineer.
Chorus.—With a tow, row, row, and a tom, tom, tom,
To the Civil Engineer.
2
The hero whom 1've mentioned,
Ne'er feli a cannon's shocks,
Nor gmelt the smell of powder,
Except in Masting rocks ;
But yet he leaves a gorplus-fund
Af the end of every year,
Then let ug all give grateful thanks
To our Civil Engineer,
Chorus,—With a tow, Tew, row, and @ tom, tom, tom,
o onr Civil Eagineer,
3
*Tis trne, that grave old party
Tlag oft obsbrueted me,
He ne'er wonld sign my vonchers
In the Digtriet Committees
But when enr daily work iz o'er,
Our diseords disappear;
And T tips the wink, with a © Tom-Tom-Tom,
To our Tivil Engineer.
£ herus—3Vith o tow, row, Tow, and a fon, toms fow
To onr Civil Eugineer, ;
The Queen’s Advocate said he felt thoroughly demoralisad
by the novel and unusual turp given fo the proceedings, It
was of course all owing to the unofficial clement; and he
conld not say he was surprised at it. (Hear, hear, from the
Treasurer.) They had gone on in a very guiet and orderly
way hitherto, without inconvenient gquestions fo answer,
{ Hear, hear, from Mr. Capper.) snd, he may add, looking at
the member who last said something, without any interrup-
tions. Not that he desired them to be always absent, thus
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raising doubts as to the constitution of the Couneil, and the
legality of their acts; (Loud eheers from the Unofficial
Members;) but he did not objeet to an oceasional inferregnum
which gave them a little breathing time, TIndeed he was o0
sincere in what he said, that he need only sing a song to con-
vince them of it, (Loud cheers.)
Tar Queesn’s Apvocare’s SoNG.
Air.—Juanita.
1

Cool ag a cnentmber,
Fing'ring still hig grizzled chin,
. T.o! the Tamil Member,
He, whom I brenght in,
Conlid I seize a pebble,
And with sndden, dexterons throw,
Send that praceless rebel
Slick to Jericho!l
FEaton, Johnny Eaton,
Agk thy soul, hast thou done well!
Haton, Johany Haton,
Do not say farewell,

2
When, in thy dreaming,
Thoughts like these shall haunt thy hea
And, wildly sereaming,
Leap from off thy beds
Wilt thou, then, contented,
For thy J, P.-Warrant sigh
See thy speeches printed,
Ax in days gone by ¥
Faton, Johuny Eaton,
Wilt thon linger by my side?
Eaton, Johnny Eaton,
Wilt thon heve abide?

Mr, Eaton gaid he was traly shocked. He could not feel
more thoroughly eut up, had the ontrance to the Galle Fort
been blocked up by files of the Jaffne Freeman. (Hear,
hear)) An insinuation like the one made by the honorable
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and learned Member opposite, could be met only in one way,
namely, by an additional stanza. e then sang as follows,
the rest of the unofficial members keeping time with their
hands: *
Mr. Earon’s Soxe.
(In Continuation.)
3
Not Mister Advocate,
Do not trifle with my heart;
My seat T did-vacate,—
You and I must part,
Try Coomare-samy there,
After dining with His Grace,
Tl would hardly, hardly dare
To refuse the place:
RBamy, Coomaresamy,
He don’t care what Rarm is done;
Samy, Coomaresamy,
He's 5 friend of Palmerston.

Then suddenly recollecting that he was the “Tamil member
the honorable gentloman proceeded at once to conclude his
song in the following appropriate terms.

Aan.— MWoottamma,

#Vhen Moottoo comes, with fun-nan-nah,
TTe’ll donbtless ride in & very big coachce, .
Reaching home, with a ‘nan-nan-nih,
1l find the Conncil seytoo-poachie;
He's suve to rum with fan-nen-rah,
To make his bow at the Peria-tolem,
And swear, if Gibson wants supplies,
1e’ll come with & nan-ngn-nah, and vote ‘em.
CHORTs.— Tan-nan-nak, nay, fan-nan-nah;
N an-nan-nah, nay, nen-nan-neh.

(Loud laughter, in which even the Government Agent,
G B joined vociferously. He laughed so loud and so con-
tinuously as to attract the attention of the whole Council.)
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The Treasurer said the eyes of the Couneil were unmis-
takably on the C. P. The O. P. said be felt very sleepy,
but did not care to have a pop at some of the unofficials.
Suppoze he looked at Mr. Thompson ¢ (Hear, hear.)

Me. TeMPLERS SONG.
AR—Oh! Willie, we have missed you.
1

Oh | Willie, is that you dear,
Sitting there go glum?

They did not tell me troe, dear:
They said yon would not come.

But now yon're in your place,
Tt makes my heart rejoice,

For [ missed your honest face,
And your dear familier volee;
Making music where there’s none,

Cracking jokes from day to day;
Oh! Willie we have missed you !
Too-ral, rov-ral, lay.

. ; 2
WWe've longed to see you daily,
But this night of all,
We knew youd sing so gaily,
Tn harmony with Waill;
We waited in onr seats,
Till *twas ten o'clock and mote;
Then our breasts went pit-s-patting
When we heard you at the door;
What could we do in Couneil,
Iad you not come in to-day!
Oh! Willie, we’d have missed you !
T'oo-ral, roc-ral, lay.

3
Trebates wers slow without you,
Committees, dull and dear;
We always talked abeut you,
Oh | weleome, Willie deav
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{Une day we all proposed
To meet yon on the sly,
Bot Gibson got so apgry
That I put the qaestion by;
But T looks towarnds you, now,
And T hews my head likewise,
For, Willie, I respects you,
And il do so £ T dies.

Mr. Wall observed that the song was rather in bad taste,
thongh very well sung, aud he was about to propose, —when
the President interrupted him, It was three miunutes to
fwelve, and he hoped the honorable members, having had so
much to say for themselves, would let him make just a few
vemarks, (Hear, hoar.) e had not seen a more pleasant,
a more orderly, meeting since the unoficials had sent in their
vesionation. (Loud cheers.) Would they allow him now
te—to—( Loud eheers.) Yes, he would—( Renewed cheers.)
So the General sang as followsi

Tae Gexerar's Soxa.
Ar.—Smile again, my Bonnic Lassie.

Come again, thou rebel member: member, come again,
Tri‘thee don’t be sniky, member; for there’s good champapmne:
If to pass that Bill of Cardwell’s be a fanlt in me,
Thus to fling your Warrants at me, was not kind in thee.
Crvawys.—(in which the Eavecutive Members after some hes'tation
wiiimately joined ©)
Oh! come again, Loreng, and Capper;
Thompzon, come agnin,
Come again, George Wall and Alvis
Eaton, come again,

Mr. Wall rose and #aid they couldn’t think of doing sc.
My, Lorenz seconded the sentiment.
“ Then,” continued the Fereral—*then—

Fare thee well, departing member; member, fare thee ywell,
Time will show (se Gibson tells me); more than tongue ean tell;
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Time may shew yow've acted right; I leel you've done your duty,
But still ' vote, as I have done, for England, Ilome and Beanty.
GENERAL CHORUs.—(The unofficials seeing no harm in the
words as couveying a mere geueral pro-
pozition)
Yor England, Home and Beauty,
SO For LEngland, ome and Beauty;
Lg%%fig{fg:g?ﬁ:ff may storm till doom’s day morn,
But we will do our duty,
We will do our duty,

The General then shook hands all round, and every body
shook hands with every body else. (Some shed tears). But
they all wished each other a merry Christmas. Some swore
they wouldn't go home till morning ; others said (which
came to the same thing) that they wouldn’t go Ull daylight
did appear. Some one said that sorae one else was a jolly
good fellow; others observed that so said all of them; and
then the President put the question:—* That this meeting
be adjourned till Christmas-eve next year;” and it was carried
unanimously.
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CHRISTMAS EVE,
186 5,

All the members were present, dressed in the HWindsor
Uniform, including the Queen’s Advocate, Many of them
wore a rose-bud on the left breast of the eoat, to please the
Governor. Mr, Coomaresamy wore his on the right side,
to spite the Queen’s Advocate. There was cake and wine
on the table, The Newspaper Reporters drove to Council
together, and the Editor of the Examiner brought in his two
¢olleagnes arm in arm,

The Governor having taken his seat, called upon the Clerk
of Council to open the proceedings by reading the Minutes.
My, Swan blushed, but instead of reading the minutes, began
cutting the cake. This seemed very mysterious; but before
Mr. Gibson conld call for an explanation, the Editor of the
Observer rose and hegged to be allowed to lay on the table
a Paper read by him at a recent tea-meeting, confaining an
agcount of the progress of his journal, and a Financial State-
ment of his Profits and Losses, including Colonial taxes.
His sirculation (continued the speaker) was. at the lowest
estimate, more than—

Mr, Gibson here interrupted the speaker, and fold him
that his personal history was of no interest whatever either
to the Council or to the Colony.

The Editor insisted that it was. The history of the Of-
server, he said, was the history of Ceylon, especially where
there was & glags ¢f wine to finish off.  Mr, Capper hereupon
laughed so loud as to attract ilie attention of Mr. Harrison,
svho moved that all the Editors should be turned out, and
the proccedings conducted with closed doors,
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The Governor said he’d do nothing of the kind; where-
apon all the three Editors cheered him,

Mr. Harrison said he knew how ufterly hopeless it was,
after such an expression of opinion, to expect a fair division
in Couneil.

My, Coomaresamy entirely concurred with Mr. Harrison.

Mr. Martensz, looking towards him, said “See the concur-
ring Hero comes.”

The Surveyor General said nothing, but inwardly doubted
the correctness of the guotation and made a note of it.

The Governor then rose and, in a few words and a happy
style, proposed the health of the present Company..

Mr. Smith wished to know which Company was meant,—
the Ceylon Limited or the Wharfinger Company.

Mr, Dugf, speaking in a low tone, suggested K. D. and
Company.

Mr. Harrison felt flattered, but persisted that it was the
Wharfinger Company. (It was evident that the pertinacity
of the honorable member was attributable to Lis having pre-
pared a song on the subject, which having been revised and
corrected by the HEditor of the Observer, with an entirely
new chorus invented by his colleague of the Evaminer, would
have been lost to the world but for the accident of a * Com-
pany ’” having been mentioned.)

The General said he never was present st a more absurd
meeting in his life; but if there was a song forthcoming, let
it be sung by all means, and he (the General) would not
mind helping out the chorus, Thereupon Mr. Harrizon,
blushing, sang as follows:

MR. Harmisox's Soxc.
Atr.—Billy Taylor.
1

Billi Thompson was a queer old fellow,
Full of thought and dignitle,
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Ani his mind he did discover
To a Warehouse-Companie,
Chorus:—Billy, billy, billy, billy, ol tol i do, -
Billy, hilly, billy, billy, ol tol i do:
Billy, billy, ol tol; billy, billy, i do;
Billy, billy of tol; i do day,
2
Four and twenty months he laboured,
Working out this scheme so grand,
And he drew a long prospectus,
Written in a bold round hand.
Chorys:—Dilly, billy, &e,

v 8

But Duff and Smith aud G. D. Harrison
Could not in their terms agree;

And they tried to smash old Thompson
Or to send him up a tree.

Chorus—Billy, billy, &e.
4

Now behold { in the first engagement,

Bold he fought against them all,

Till he found they had bagged his papers,

And consckivently, he had a wery bad fall.

Chorus;—Billy, billy, &e.
5
When the Governor came for to hear it,

He wery much applauded what they’d done,
And immediately he passed an Ordinance,

Which I think it was very good fun.

Chorus:—Rilly, billy, &e,

Mr. Coomaresamy wished to know whether, with a view
{0 saving time, the members might not be requested to read
out only the number of each stanza, instead of singing cui
the whole verse? (Laughter.) He had known the practice
adopted on other similar occasions: and as he himself was
not & great singer, he intended to follow it at the present
meeting.
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The Queen’s Advocale wished to know whether the hono-
rable member intended to make a motion?

Mr. Coomaresamy said he meant it only as a suggestion.

The Queen’s Adrvocate said that he quite expected this
kind of thing, and was not by any means disappointed; but
he was determined to put it down. There wasno use mincing
matters. The honorable member had (like others, whom he
did not wish to name,) disappointed the Government; for,
instead of shewing some gratitude to them for having raised
him from the obscurity of Pall Mall and the oblivion of
Piceadilly, to a postof dignity in the Legislative Council of
Ceylon, he had simply placed himself in antagonism to his
benefactors, and had become troublesome to the Geovernment.
( Hear, hear! from Mr. Layard.) Downing Street might be
a pleasant locality; and Maxwelton braes were known to be
Bonnie; but Mr. Cardwell was Mr, Cardwell, and among the
seeret Despatches received by the last mail, there was one
specially devoted to the short-comings of the honorable mem-
ber. The Despatch was written in official prose; but he
{the Queen’s Advocate) had asked his friend Mr. Duff to
turn it into verse, which he had done with great success.
(Hercupon the honorable and lesrned genileman sang as
follows,—Mr. Coomaresamy muttering to himself that © twe
could play at that game.”)

Mg. CarpwWELL'S SoNg.
(As sung by the Queen's Advocate }
AR —dAnnie Laurie.

1
Westminster frays are halmy,
Where early prowls the Jew,
And *is there Uoomaresamy
Gave me his promize true,
To hack the British army,
Which others had defied;
And for M. Coomaresamy
'd have laid me down and died.

[
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His eoat was like the snow drift,
His pants of similar hne;

13is turban shone with diamonds,
And his givdle,—it was blua.

And I fondly hoped he’'d sarve me
With constaney and pride,

And for M. Coomaresamy,
I'd have lain me down and died.

3
But the dence of a help he gave us,

‘When we most required his aid,
And omr work was thus impeded,
And the gession thus delayed.
. And his speeches so alarm me,
I ean hardly sleep or feed,
And I wish Coomaresamy
Most partickularly d'd.
Mr. Coomaresamy immediately called for a cup of cold
poison, vowing that after that he could hardly be expected
to continue in this wale of tears. Mr, Swan said that the
only beveragaprovided for the meeting, under 1lis Excel-
leney’s order, was wine ; with a special proviso that in case
the Unoificial gentlemen preferred if, they should have cham-
pagne, The estimates for the evening did not provide any
Laudanum or Arsenie.

Mr. Swith begged to point ont that in the cstimates for
the &alle Cutcherry, there was a vote for six bottles of Vi-
negar. Vinegar wasn’t a bad thing.

The Golonial Seerctary objected to the Government
winegar being used for private purposes,

The Government Agent, W. P., proposed to pass the ink-
stand round.

Mr. Coomaresamy said he saw plainly enough that he
could hardly secure the votes of the Offieials, after what the
Colonial Secretary had said; and rather than be out-voted on
the poison question, he’d hang himself. The honorable mem-
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her thereupon snatched up a piece of red-tape from the
Clerk’s Despatch-Box, and winding it round his neck, sang
as follows:

Mg. CooMARESAMY’S SONG,

Awr.— Il hang my harp on a willow-tree.
1

T'll hang myself on the Mango tree,
Which grows near Darley’s Store;

My Eastern home hus no charms for me,
Since Cardwell loves me no more:

The man whom I walked with, sids by side,
As we gauntered down Pall-mall,

Tlas ceased to flatter my youthiul pride,
And has turned out a bloated old swell.

Here Mr. Harrison caught hold of the end of the red-tape,
and suddenly tightened the noose round the songster’s neck.
Myr. Coomarcsamy halloed out in pain, and exclajmed
 What are you at?” Mr, Harrisor apologised, and the song
proceeded.

2

I’ll make my Will, and I'll leave my lands
To the nse of the Ceylon Leagne;
And lest they may say I'd forgotten my fricnds,
I leave Mr, Cardwell —a fig,
And I'll langh and 1l sing, though the rope may be tight.
And PN shout, though it give me paing
And if 1 survive it, Il charter a ship,
And T'll off to England again.

3

One copy alone of my book I'l! bear
In my great-coat’s leff-hand pocket,

And then on the pavement of Westmins-ter
Tl quictly kick the bucket;

And Lords, and Commons, and Bishops ag well,
Including John William Natal,

Will weep oer the corpse of the Ceylonese gwell,
And bury him in Westminster Hall,
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Mr. Stephen was go much affected by the last stanza that
Lie begged the Gevernor’s permission to go reund the corner
and blow his nose. 'The Gevernor would give him that
permission on one coudition only, namely, that e would stand
up in defence of the much-abused Minister. My, Steplen
said he would rather see himself blowed than blow his nose
under zuch cirenmstances.

The Coloninl Seerctary observed that his honorable friend
was entirely out of order; and more than that,—he was dis-
rvegpectful.  Would the honorable member sing or not? The
Qiestion was a phimp, straightforward question. Would he
zing or not?

Mr. Stephen said “ Nol® in a very loud voice, The Swur-
weyor General, supposing himself to have been called by
name, protested against snch familiavity. ITe (M. Noad)
added in a loud voice that if such things were to be permitted,
all discipline would be in Vane, The Treasurer hereapon

“woke from hip sluwbers, and looking round, wished to know
very meekly whether he was wanted.

"The FPresident opportunely roze, and addre
ing, said that there were one or two member
he had failed to hear during the past session, He was nob
himself partial to mueh speaking, aud would have been hap-
pie! had there been loss talk during the debates, He had
succeeded indeed in shortening the debates by reading out
only the numbers of the clanses; but there was much to be
done in this respeet hereafier. Ile begged particularly to
congratulate Mr. Duff on having reserved all his eloquence
for the present oceasion; and as be had observed the hono-
rable member more than once fidgetting in his ehair, he had
‘eason to suppose that he had something of a peculiarly

nt nature to present to the Mecting.

sing the meeb:
, whose volces

Daring the delivery of this long speech, Mr. Dyff was
more than once heard to moan; and when it was over, and
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the President, with a graceful bow towards him, fook his
seat, My, Dugf audibly uttered the words, “0Oh! Lord I”

Mr. Simithk hereupon offered to bet a rupee with Mr,
Mariensz that the song would he about the Bank wherean
the'wild thyme blows. Mr. Martensz aceepted the bet, and
offored anotherrupee on the Banks and Braes of Bomnie Doon.
It was accepted.

But Mr. Duff disappointed them both.  And his song was
ag folows, his voice faltering often and his eyes being averted
from Mr, Harrison throughout the whele of the song.

Mg. Durr's Soxc. &
AtrR— The Monks of Old.
I

You all must know, Kay, Dee and Co.,
What business-men they were;

And *tis most true that ahusier crew
Could searee be mot elsewhere:

For they bought and sold, and made heaps of gold,
At a moderate fen per cents

And the one said hew! and the vether said ha:w!
But the devil knows what they meant.

2

T Polities too, they were stannch and frne,
And one of thew, bolder than all,

Took his geat at the Boavd which the League ignored,
And snapped his fingers at Wall:

But Le, though he langhed, was frightfully chaffed,
Amd stared at wherever he went,

And he muttered —* e ! What a horrible bew!”
Bt the devil knows what he meant,

And then they wonld jest a those who invest
Their movney in Coffec-estates;

And what hopes and fears they breathed in the cars
Of those who demurred to their rates,

For they sat in their shop and totiled it up,
With diseount and charges and rent;

And the one said hawe! and the Pother said Aaw!
But the devil knows what they meant.
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For-what do they care, how the country may fere,
So long &s their profits are high;

When they've bought and sold, and gathered the gold,
They will soon bid us all good-byve.

And thongh Gibson may sigh, with a watery eve,
And Robinson utter a groan;

They will sing haw! few | they will langh haw ! faw !
“And Good-bye to the whole of Ceylon!?

Before the honorable member had quite concluded, a
mighty noise was beard below-stairs. The members all torned
very pale. Immediately after, several steps were heard
coming up the stairs. Major Skirner seized hold of a pen,
and was preparing to defend himself, when a Peon handed a
cord to the Colonial Secretary, containing the words—

THE CEYLOX LEAGUER,

He immedintely and instinetively exclaimed * Notat home,’
wherenpon the President, who had also seen the card, said
“What ave you afraid of 7 “What am T afraid of P ex-
claimed the Colonial Seeretary—+ afraid of a pack of Rebels,
I shonld say!® The President said “ Bosh!” and rising, he
bowed to the members of the League, who had already walked
in and taken their scats opposite the Table.

The President counted their numbers, and haying made
a nota of it, for some mysterious purpese which we conld not
divine, he eleared his throat in a very basiness.like manner,
and addressed them as follows:—

Tre PrEstoENT’s SoNa.
A, —* Belicve me if all those endearing young charms.”
Beliove me, if all those remarkahle men,
Who deserted us two years ago,
Were to come back tomorrow, and labour again,
Forgetting that Cardwell’s their foe;
I will treat them most kindly, I'Il give them a ball,
T'll ask Walker to lend me his band;
And give Thompson and Capper and Lorenz and Wall,
And Alwis and Eaton, my hand,

-1
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Mr. P hite immediately rose, and apologising for the ah-
cence of Mr, Wall, who (he said) was busy in England,
forming the London Commitree, replied as follows, (Mr.
Lorenz singing sceonds,)

Mg, WHiTE's HSONG.
AR — The same.
1t s not with Toflnence and Grandewr alone
You can hope to succeed for an honrs
But the love of the peaple can enly be knowi
When you share with the peeple yonr power;
! the hears that knows Englant can uever forget L
That old Brgland will abways be fair, ;i
And you all st agres in expressin
That guch Donkeys like Cardwell are there,

The Colonial Seeretary stood aghast. The Queen's Ad-
vocate attempted to speak, but was choked with paszion.
The (leneral banged the table most furiously. The Go-
vernor alono was unmoved, He said he would consider of
it, and probably address himself divect to Iler-Majesty, be-
seeching hor to dismiss her present Secretary to the Colonies,
Whereupon Mr, Gibson fainted.

The meeting ended in great confusion. DMr. Layard, in
gaitting it, tipped a wicked wink at Mr. Vaue, and said these
things usad to be munaged much better when the former
Unofiicials were present, [ No doubt,” added Mr. Lorenz,
coming from behind him and {apping him on the bock—

131 Y T hoes 1 - ek ey 127
you feel our logs, old boy, dont youl” |

o TOETCE
O TeEnih
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