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CBiography

Satkunam was the second daughter of the late Dr.
Nagamuthu Kanagaratnam of Manipay and Sinnappillai
Ambalavanar of Karaveddi. She was born in Thirunelvely East
on December 7, 1932, and her father was a prominent Ayurvedic
Doctor who mostly practiced at Karainagar. She was born into a
rich family owning many horse carriages. She talked frequently
about one of their horses 'Ponni' who kicked her younger sister in

her eye.

Satkunam started her education at J/Senguntha
Hindu College in Thirunelvely. She was a very bright student in
Maths and English. Her friends used to call her "Math tiger and
walking dictionary'. She can spell any words in English. Her
Jather wanted her to become a medical doctor and her cousin and
brother-in-law late Dr. Kumarasamy placed her at a private
J/Chundikkuly Girls" High School. She studied in an English
medium.  She was a boarding student and she always
remembered that her mother visited her every weekend with treats
(Palagaram). She also said that her mother did not give her a
house as a dowry because they spent more for education, but she

never worried about that.

She enjoyed her school life very much. She had
many friends from her high school who then became teachers,
principals, professors, doctors etc. Her nephews, especially the
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late lawyer Thavanesan Arumugam, always talked aboul her.
Whenever they were absent from school they came to her (o write
an absence letter in English. Everyone call her 'Satkuna-Acca’
regardless of age or relationship. Every children in her village

called her 'Satkuna-Mami'.

Satkunam's older brother, the late Dr.
Paramanantham was very fond of her. They met each other
everyday. Her older sister, Mrs. Pushpawathy Kumarasamy was
close with her and is living in England with her children. Her
younger sister, Mrs. Parimalanayaki Kanagaratnam is living
with her family in Colombo. Her younger brother, Thurairajah
is an accountant and in England with his children. Her other
younger brother, Dr. Nagarcjah is living in England with his
family.

Her education got interrupted due to her father's
illness. Because of her family situation she agreed to marry the
late Principal of J/Kasipillai Vidayala Mr. Ponnampalam
Nadarajah and ceased her studies. Her husband was a D.MK.
devotee and one of the founders of the 'Suthanthiran' newspaper.
She married Nadarajah according to 'Pakutharivata lyakkam'
with two garlands and a speech on October 20, 1952. The
speechwas given by the late M.P. M. Aalalasundaram.

Satkunam was a dedicated daughter, wife,
daughter-in-law and mother. She and her husband built the
house on her land where she lived and died. Her main focus was
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her children's education and for that she stayed in Jaffna while
her husband was working as a principal in Colombo. When her
eldest son went to Peradeniya University at the age of 17, her
husband got a transfer and movedwith her.

Her husband always said that she gave a good
education to their children. The children received their high
school education at J/Central College and J/Vembadi Girls'
Highschool.

The first child (Dr. Anbalagan) is living in USA
with his family. The second child (Thamilarasi) went to USA to

continue her education and settled in Canada.

The third child (Potselvi) always wanted to live
with her mother and she did so. She is working as a librarian at
the Jaffna Municipality and living at her parents' house. The
youngest child (Arivalagan) received his engineering degree
Jfrom India and settled in Canada.

Satkunam was the proof that mothers can make a
difference in their children's education and life. She helped
everyone who was in need. She never asked help from anyone,

not even from her children.

She was a generous person who always made
contributions to J/Kasipillai Vidyalaya and it's students. She
loved to travel and came to USA and Canada when her fist
grandson was born. She came again for her youngest son's
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wedding. She also went to England to see her oldest sister
Pushpam and the younger brothers Thurairajah and Dr.
Nagarajah. She visited France too. She wanted to come 1o
England againin 2010 but her dream had died with her.

Satkunam's grandchildren are: Sangavai,
Aravanan, Ellyllan, Sofia, Kayalvili, Priva and Sathya. She
wanted to spend much time with their grandchildren but her
dream never came true. Within a month she got sick and passed
away at her home on May 1 2th 2009.

Oam Shanthi! Oam Shanthi!! Oam Shanthi!!!
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Ay CAmma

Amma, I can't believe that you are gone. IfIknew ahead I

would have come to see you before you have gone. I remember
you every day. Amma is the magic word that makes me go ahead
with my day-to-day life.

Amma, you make me to become who [ am. You gave me
the best education and taught me the good characters. You were
my best friend and my friends were your friends. You invited
everybody with open arms and helped everybody.

Amma, you never scolded me or asked me do any work at
home. You gave us all the fi _.om and treated us your friends.
We talked about everything with you. I never learned cooking
fromyou. Ilearned cooking onmy own by remembering the taste
of your food.

I was one of the unlucky one. I spent only twenty
two years with you but the memories of you are still alive. Amma,
you were very proud of us. You always talked about us. Iwas so
proud of you and I love you forever. I got married on your
wedding anniversary date to honour you.

Amma, you didn't leave me. You are always with

me and I am a part of you.

Daughter
Thamilarasi Sivacumar (Rani),
Canada
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ear Appamma,

You are such a generous, kind, and loving person and I
had fun spending time with you and ftalking to you all these
years. I will always remember the wonderful times we spent
together in Sri Lanka; these memories will always be close to my
heart. Appa told me lots of stories about you I know kbﬁ kind,
caring, and helpful you were towards your family and I am so
blessed to have you as my grandmother. We will all miss you so

much, but everybody still loves you so much and you will always

be close to our hearts.

Love,

Priya and Sathya
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Dear Ammama

Our grandmother is someone that has been an
active part of our lives. Even from a different continent, she has

talked to us and sent us words of encouragement.

Whether by telephone or letter, she has found a
way to conmunicate with us. Every so often, she would call us. It
might be because it's our birthday, but whatever the reason, she

would talk to us and ask how our studies are going.

The only regret that we have is that we didn't get
to know her better. The times tnat we have seen her in person were
short and few. We wish that we had a better chance to meet her

and that we could have gotten to know her a little better.

Even if we haven't had many chances to meet her,
Lstill feel as if [ know her from the many stories that our parents

have told us of her.

My grandmother has passed away recently. and
Jor that [ will always grieve for her, but at the same fime, we are
happy that we got the chance to know her. She will always live on

inside our hearts. pushing us forward and helping us.

Grandchildren
Neal Ellyllan & Sofia Selvika Sivacumr Canada
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With her husband and eldest son in USA
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Celebrating her birthday in Canada with grandson
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