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LONDON BOROUGH OF HARROW

120, Box 2, Civic Centre, Harrow, Middlesex, HAG 2UH

Howne: 13 Cambrtdge Road, Nonh Hurooew, Middlesex, AT FEA
Fels (200 8427 8850 Muob 450760, Fax: O30 8427 644
E-mails Thaya 106 AoLeom

Clle Thaya ldaikkadar

Tel: 020 8424 1337 Fax: 020 8424 1237 DX: 30450 Harrow 3

Members

03 March 2009.

and courage for what he did.

West Enjoy.

son to the family but a son to all Tamils.

Mr Murugathas made the ultimate sacrifice any one could do

for his community. All Tamil Councillors salute his braveness

We must all reflect on the reasons why he did the ultimate
sacrifice and what he hoped to achieve by his actions. The best
honour we can show on him is to help Tamils to achieve self

determinations and human rights and all other rights, we in the

His parents and family are in our thoughts and we offer our

deepest sympathies to the family. Mr Murugathas is not only a
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Aay»  The Agonising cry in the wilderness from our Tamil
L community! Is Self immolation a final call to open the %g
"z eyes & ears of the International community? N

The British Tamil Forum would wish to issue this statement on behalf of its
membership to the British Public. We the Tamil expatriates from all walks of life
living in United Kingdom express our heartfelt condolence to Mr. Murugathasan
Varnakulasingham’s family. We were very concerned and in deep sorrow in the
manner he had immolated himself to highlight the pathetic plight of Tamil
community in Srilanka today. We can understand his desperation and despair to
take such an action. How can we blame him for his action? He and his family had
been victims, like many of us for the past three decades. He was quite able to relate
the present sufferings of our people with his own experience, and was despondent
that no International community took any positive action. There have been too
many Tamil youths, now seven of them who have immolated themselves in the
past few months ranging from South India, Malaysia and in Britain. All these
young men want the International community to respond to the vicious inhumane
treatment of Tamils by Srilankan State. However, there seems to be; too little
response from International community. Mere lip service does not suffice our
desperate call for help.

Murugathasan joined thousands of participants in the protest march in Geneva. A

little after eight o’clock last Thursday night, the computing graduate from UK
doused himself in petrol in Geneva and set light to his body outside the United
Nations complex in the Place des Nations. Murugathasan, who stood “burning like
a touch” in the United Nations complex, was te remind the UN that his body torch
is for them to guide the Tamils through their liberation path. The letters he left
few meters away in English and Tamil explains why he chose to take his life. “We
Tamils displaced all over the world have loudly raised our problems and asked
redress from the International community in the past three decades. As you
maintained silence, it had helped the Srilankan State to continue with their
genocidal agenda. Therefore, I have decided to sacrifice my life. .. hope the flames
over my body will be a torch to guide you through the liberation path™. We humbly
prey to almighty for your soul to rest in peace. We pay our homage for your brave
sacrifice of your life, which you have dedicated to the suffering of our people.
Thank You.

The British Tamil Forum kindly makes this appeals to our community youths,
please refrain from self- immolation in the future. We call upon all Tamils to stand
united to achieve our goal. We will fight tooth and nail to maintain our homeland,
s, and help us to live with justicc and dignity. P

ﬁ( - Raj. f?
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My name Murukathsan
Date of brath 02,12.1982

My humble request to the International Community on behalf of Tamils.

1 murukathasan an innocent Tamil civilian displaced from Srilankanow living in United
Kingdom,openly and clearly declare my last will in this statement to the International Community
which failed to stop the genocide against the Tamils living in their traditional homeland(North and
Eastern provinces in Srilanka) by the chauvanist Sinhala Buddhist Govt and to wake up the heart of
the world community.

The world community which always have a onesided unreasonable vision,about slaves,poors and the
rights of the supressed minority people living in various countries including Srilanka.

This careless,undemocratic and inhuman approach of the world community and the International
organisations including UNO always help the state terrorism which always act against the minorities
of the world including Srilankan Tamils.

To expose this truth,] cant find befter way,except sacrificing my own precious life by burning myself
before the world community. .

I believe the flames over my body,heart and soul will help the world community to have a deep
human look over the great sufferings of the Srilankan Tamils.

Till this moment the genocide activities against the Tamils by the Srilankan Gowt is silently accepted
by the International community by helping Sinhala state terrorism by providing
arms,ammunition,military and intelligence needs openly and secretly which boost the morale of the
. -Mahinda Rajapakse’s regiment to continue the civil war against the Tamils in an aggressive way.

The Srilankan Govt reject all the requests of the world community and refuse frankly all type of
international war and human rights laws and ordinance and continue its brutal genocide activities
under the coverd name of anti terrorism activities.

The Srilankan Govt compleatly ignore all the rules and regulations regarding war including ‘Geneve
Declaration’ cheat UNO,condernn ICRC and Amnesty International continuesly and continueing its
genocidal war openly.

This is great tragic.

The international community can easily understand the situation in Vanni.Nearly Four and a half
lakhs of Tamils of all ages of both sex traped within a very small area- a war zone- and have to face
all kinds of difficulties.

No proper shelter.

No required food and medicine.

No way to eam for their living.

No education.

No NGO's or INGO’s to help, guide and to console them.

Under air attack area,within fall of bullets,the Tamils young and old,infants and children,male and
femals including pregnant ladies,patients disabled peoples suffer a lot.

How can I express in words?

I can’t.

But I think the people of the world who can think resonably understand what I am try to say through
my heart and soul.

Scattered pieces of the dead bodies,blood stained streets,burnt houses,continuous movements of the
displaced peoples and their feared hopeless faces,the sound of passing shells,bullets,rounds and
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bombs,destroyed natural sources,buildings,houses,temples and hospitals,empty shops,dangerous
mud streets and lanes.

Can you able to imagine a picture of a suffering country?

This is a real scene of my homeland and life potrait of Tamils.

No mediamen allowed to visit and see the true situation of the Vanni Tamils.

Most of the medias speak on behalf of the Govt and spitting lies to create a false scene about Vanni
situation.

Once again I want to say this is the most tragic situation that world community must take quick and
necessary action to stop the genocide against the Tamil people and save their life.

For your kind perusal and deep consideration I am giving you the following facts.

On 26.01.2009 at Mullaitivu — Suthanthirapuram junction after World Food Programme(UN)
officers after hoisting their flag started to distribute food and other things to the thousands of
displaced people gathered at ground.While distributing activities continues,they have to face severe
shell attack from morming till night by Srilankan security forces(SLSF). While this attack the ICRC
office also undergone severe damages. That day 302 innocent Tamil civilians killed and 1199 people
severely injured.On that day a lot of unidentified bodies of the Tamils were found in the
surroundings of the Udayarkaddu hospital.

When I was informed about this through phone by a relative, I got great shock.

No one was there to save the injured No one know who and who are alive and dead.

The UN and the ICRC officers who were the only witness for this tragic incident,also seek shelter in
the small drench bunkers to save their life and left the premises immediatly.

Then they issued a statement about this incident.

That place was already announced as a security zone by the Srilankan Govt.This is an important
point.

The Gowvt show no reaction to the statement,ignore it and continues its anacks more and more
vigorously.

What do you think about this?

How do you name it?

I openly name it as State terrorism.

From 02.02.2009 till 04.02.2009 Puthukkudiyiruppu hospital which was decleared by the Govt as a
security area and was functioning under the supervision of ICRC and UN officers targetied and
attacked by Srilankan Security Forces severly while these officers were at the hospital
premises,killed and injured many patients who were under treatment at that time.

There is no need of witness other than UN and ICRC officers who were present there at that time.
On 04.02.2009 the Puthukkudiyiruppu hospital was compleatly destroyed and made functionless by
the Govt to celebrate their independence day in a cruel manner.

ICRC officers confirmed that there were nearly 500 patients under the treatment while
Puthukkudiyiruppu Hospital was attacked by the Srilankan Airforce(SLAF) and Artillary cluster
bombs.

I want to ask the Intemational community to explain me what kind of attack it was?

Was it an attack against the terrorism?

Before this incident- on 26.01.2009 — Udayarkaddu hospital was attacked and many people
killed.Regarding this incident the spokesmen of the Srilankan security forces Brigadier Udhaya
Nanayakkara asked a question in an interview to the BBC that why the people go to Udayarkaddu
hospital instead of Puthukkudiyiruppu hospital and put forward a senseless reasons for their brutal
bombing.
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A few days before this incident,Udayarkaddu area also declared by the Govt as security zone and
asked the people to move towards that area to save their life.

Didn’t Mr.Nanayakkara know this Govt declaration?

While giving reasons for the attacks on the hospitals,Srilankan Defense secretary,the Presidents
brother Mr.Gothabaya Rajapakse told to British ‘Sky TV in an special interview that,No hospital
can exist beyond No-fire-zone,No hospital should operate outside the safety zone,everything beyond
the safety is a legitimate target.

Thus he gave a foolish reason to world community.

Is the world community accept the answer of the Gothabaya Rajapakse?

Mullaitivu General hospital. which was functioning earier at Mulliavalai and then at
Vallipunam Kilinochchi hospital which was functioning at Visvamadhu and then at
UdayarkadduMallavi hospital which was functioning at Moonkilaru and Puthukkudiyiruppu
hospital,all were attacked and compleatly destroyed by the SLAFbecauseGmnwantnottoaILOW'
Tamils to get treatment to save their life.

The Intemational community and UN organazations ask both parties to respect the International
Humanitarian Laws,but they keep silence to take any strong action against Srilankan Govt who
ignore alikmdsoftmsonablerequestsofﬂn same community and organization.

This is the main cause for the present tragic situation.

Because of the chauvanistic stand of the Srilankan Govt,the Tamils are continuously supressed by
the Sinhala rulers cruelly by refuse to give their political rights by implementing unacceptable laws.
Afler the Independance of Srilanka,the Sinhala leaders gradually and sharply planed to build up the
country as a complete Buddhist Sinhala nation by suppressing the minority Tamils
politically,ecconomically,culturally and educationally.

Sinhala colonization in the Tamils Homeland areas create a big problem,which leads to communal
During peace talks periods to seek a reasonable political solution Sinhala leaders tried their tactics to
cheat the Tamil leaders.

Speaking about peace and political solution the Sinhala leaders basically belieive in military solution
and their genocide maniac policies never allow them to reach a political solution to ethnic problem.
During the last four decades Sinhala leaders continue a civil war aggresively,which now became an
openly decleared war between Sinhalese and Tamils.

Under the covered name of terrorism Srilankah chauvanist leaders and Buddhist monks now running
a full scale war against Tamils which has a sharp plan to destroy Tamil community from Srilanka.
That process is now continuing,.

The International community silently watching everything kept closed its ears to the cries of Tamils.
The voice of the Tamil for their self determination political rites is resonable and democratically
acceptable by the International community.

If so,why this community keep silence in this matter?

1 can’t understand the real policy of the democratic Intemational community.

The Tamils take arms in their hands only to safe guard themselves from Srilankan armed forces.

All knew and History tells that the rights of Tamils were refused during last four hundred years of
colonial rulers.When Britishers leaving our country they handed over the ruling rights to majority
Sinhalese.From that day the Tamils fight for their political rights through quiet and democratic ways
which was violently rejected by the Sinhala rulers.This inhuman way of approach made the Tamils
to select the same way to answer the Sinhalese.

This is inevitable.
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This is reasonable and acceptable.
Aﬂerﬂlewm‘ldoommlmitymaliudﬂ:mapoﬁﬁmlsollnimmustﬁndmendﬂﬁscmmnmalwoblem
a process was started by Norway with the help of Co-chairs a haif decade ago.

It shows this is a political problem and it must be solved through a reasonable lasting political
solution.

But the Srilankan Govt on its own way to seek a solution through a war.

The silence of the world community make me to think whether they are also take an anti Tamil
stand?

This guestion makes me to take the decision of sacrificing my life by buming myself before the
world community which convey a message to take a reasonable decision on this issue,and try their
best immediatly to save the life of the Tamils in Srilanka.

The statement issued by the Co-chairs on 03.02.2009 highly worried the Tamils who have a deep
confident on them.

The last hope of the Srilankan Tamils is also lost by this unresonable pro-Srilankan Govt statement.
Do the Co-chairs countries want to help the Srilankan chauvanists in their genocidal activities
against Tamils?

I know that the Co-chairs countries were take a pro Srilankan- stand during the Norway peace talks
which help the Srilankan Govt to build up their anned forces and also to cheat the Tamils.

I dont know whether the Co-chairs know the situation in state controled areas of the North and East
of Srilanka.Tamils live in those area live a lifeless life.Kidnapping,murdersirapes and other human
rights violations continue in those areas.

Peoples live like open jail prisoners.Medias are threatened Human rights organisations seldom
people to move into the military controled areas.Can Co chairs take responsibility for the security of
the people live in state controled areas?

Never they can’t. _

We Tamils beleive that the world community including Co-chairs who speak a lot about the
Soverignity of the countries help the state terrorism,by ignoring the ‘soverignity of the monority
peoples like Tamils who fight for the resonable political rights and branded their liberation struggle
as terrorism.

I am worried and ashamed about this.

We Tamils displaced and all over the world loudly raised our problems and asked for help before
international community in your own language for three decades.But nothing happened.

In this situation,how can I express my feelings? I have no words to wake up a world community to
have a humanitarian Inok over our problem and to take necessary action to save our life.

So 1 decided to sacrifice my life by burning myself before the International community and the
UNO H

This will tell you a bright message which reach your heart and minds and wake up your soul.

1 firmly beleive that the end of my life will make the world community to change their heart and to
start a new era which help to liberate Tamils in Srilanka.

I want to tell onething to the world Tamil community.
leegetmgedm,ioh:wwhmds,miseyourvoiumgeﬂ:ermwinﬂxelightsofourpéople,mdto
win the hearts and minds of all Nationalities.

This is a great last chance.

The flames over my body will be a Torch to guide you through the liberation path.

I am too far away from you by body,but I am too near to your heart.
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Never belieive the Sinhala chauvanist leaders,who never change the hearts and minds towards justice
and peace.

We continuesly ask and fight for our resonable rights before the world community.

There is a Bible Saying- “Ask it will be given to you and knock, the door will be opened.

As so-one day the world’s heart,mind and the soul will wake up.

That day we liberate ourself,our homeland and enter into a new era.

With much hope and confidence......

yours,

murukathasan
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