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“MORNING STAR.
Jafina, 95th March, 1847,

OBITUARY,

Tue Rev. S. G. Wairrresey.—This loved and val-
ued assoctate of our missionary labors, rests from all
carthly toil. The illness with which he was taken at
Dindigal, as mentioned in our last, proved to bea se-
vere attack of inflammatory fever, which resisted all
remedies, and bore down his too susceptible frame to
the grave. He died on the 10th inst. at the residence
of Rev. Mr. M’ Mellen, American missionary. His
Jliness was very distressing, and at the last his mind
was often wandering; but when in possession of his
renson, his faith in Christ as the only and all-sufficient
Redeemer and Sayior of sinners, was conspicuous.
His friends have, however, fuller consolation, from the
ceflection that in his missionary life he was a bright
example of zeal, fidelity, and full-hearted-devotedness
{0 the cause of his Divine Master. He loved the mis-
sionary work, and was unsparing in bis efforts te
qualify himself for extensive usefulness among this
people. But ¢“the Lord’s ways are not as our ways."’
He has seen fit to remove lis seryant to a higher
sphere.  We mourn the loss of his yaluable labours
1nd counsels to the mission—the want of his pure and
profitable companionship to his fellow: labourers, and
deeply sympathise with his bereaved partner and
children in their affliction; but for himself, we cannot
but rejoice that he lias entered into the ¢“rest that re-
maineth for the people of Ged.” His works will long
remain a sweet savour of his memory, and we hope
and pray that the good seed which has been sown by
him beside many waters; may by this event, be made
to strike root downward and bear fruit upwards to the
glory and praise of divine grace. '

Mr. Whittelsey arrived in Ceylon in April, 1842.

-

“Liye, live for Ged,

And toil a world to sive;
Live, live for God,

Nor heed the eoming grave;,
The time, the place, the way;
He knows them all;

Do well thy work do-day
And wait his call.”

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

[Continued from page 19.]

3. The Progress of Knowledge.—Thisis another man-
ifest sign of these latter days. There is greatly increas-
ed activity of mind. It is literally true, that “many
run to and fro, and knowledge is increased.’” Not only
is steam subjected to the power of man, soas to putin
motion iron-horses with numerous cars attached, at a
veloeity, sometimes of a mile aminute, and immense
steam-ships, going through the water against wind and
tide more rapidly thanany sailing vessel could usually
with both-thus bringing India within a month’sjourney
of England and narrowing the passage across the At-
lantic to some twelve days— but the lightning hasbeen
made a messenger; and among other services is employ-
ed to outran thieves, so that they have small chance
of escape. By the Blectro Magnetic Telegraph space
is annihilated, and information instantlty communicat-
ed hundreds of miles. Could the wires be laid, we
might at Madras converse with friends in London more
readily than can our worthy Master Attendant with
the ships in the roads. -

The Telescope has been so improved that Astrono-
mers are able to examine the topography of the earth’s
satellite and to distinguish any object, it is supposed,
more than 100 feet high. They discover no appear-
ance of an atmosphere, no water, no vegetation, no
signs of living creatures, but masses resembling voleca-
nic rock or lava, and fragments of a world in ruins.
The “man in the moon,” so long talked of, it seems is
not there; and we are ready to ask what can be the
cause of the apparent desolation of this fair planet? A
new planet has also been discovered, and it has heen
ascertained that fixed stars have disappeared, being pro-
bably burnt up. If they were suns to system ofuplan-
ets, what has become of these worlds?

But to return to earth, and more practical scenes,
The advancement of the Arts which minister to the re-
al or imaginary wants of man, the sciences which in-
crease his power and raise his dignity ‘in the scale of
being, and the knowledge of letters so much affecting
his happiness and nsefulness, is sufficiently great to be
marked from yeas to year.

To instance in one particular, and that more proper-
ly within our spheve, the progress of religious know-
ledge. The Reports of the last May meeting in Lon-
don, and of religious anniversaries in other parts of the
world, are full of evidence that light and truth are go-
ing forth in an increasing ratio. The issues of the
British and Foreign Bible Society for the year preced-
ing last May, reached the number of 1,441,651 copies,
being an increase of kalf a million on the preceding
year, and of nearly three fold in ten years. Itis sup-
posed that a million more copies were sent out by oth-
er Societies, in the course of the same year.  Thirty-
three thousand were sold even in
months.

The issugs of the Religious Tract Society from Eng-
land alone, amounted in the year to no less than seven-
teen. millions of Books and Tracts while there were
many millions in other lands—carried forth by Colpor-
teurs into the most destitute places—in ninety-eight
different languages., The Free Church of Scotland has
50,000 Subseribers for its cheap publications; of D'~
Aubigne’s first three volumes of the History of the
Reformation, 200,000 have been sold in England and
America. The fourth volume is likely to have a still
wider circulation; of the Christian Witness 30,000
are circulated, and 120,000 of the Christian’s Penny
Magazine, by the same editor.

Mc Cheyne’s Life has reached the 15th thousand;
some of Mr. Hamilton’s tracts the 60th thousand; and
valuable books, as Bridges on the 119th Psalm,Martyn’s
Life, Williams Missionary Enterprises, &e.” have had
a very great circulation.  The Booksellers find it for
their interest to send forth spirited and spiritual works
of living Autliors, and to reprint those of old divines,
which in a cheap form, go not only into the houses of
the wealthy but into the hovels of the poor.

As te Schools, and the preaching of the Gospel, the
progress in many parts of the world is scarcely less
satisfactory. Infant Schools, Sunday Schools, Semin-
aries, Colleges, and Universities are extending the
blessing of education, often Christian education, and
the Ministers of the Gospel in Christian lands, and the
Missionary in destitute places—both of city and coun-
ty, at hone and abroad—are proclaiming the word of
life so extensively, that comparatively it may be said
¢“their sound has gone into all the earth, and their
words into the ends of the world.” \

We can only notice in education the singnlar and
striking fact that a Commission has been formed at
Constantinople, called the Council of Sciences and Belle
Lettres, placed under the superintendance and direc-
tion of Reschid Pacha the Prime Minister, who has
heen in London and Paris as a Diplomatist, and Rafaat
Pacha, tobe assisted by Emir Pacha-who was educated
at Cambridge—as President of the Council. The ob-
ject is, the organization of a grand scheme of national
Bducation; and the result will be, so far as successful,
the destruction of Turkish Vandalism.

By the progress of knowledge the Ottoman Empire
is exposed to two opposing inflnences of mighty force,
by which it is convulsed and will be destroyed-the spirit
of the times calling for change, for the adoption of the
laws and customs, and enterprize of civilized countries,
and the spirit of Mobammedanism fanatically resisting
all change. It will yield nothing, and therefore must
be crushed, and the Empirve with'it. The Janissaries
were a sort of type of Mohammedanism. The father
of the present Sultan would reform them, but they
would not be remodelled, and in 1826, they suffered a
frightful extermination. They had previously resisted
the change successfully, and assassinated the Sultan
Selim the LLI. But their hour had struck. Mahmoud for-
ever crushed these prestorian guards, who had been
the instruments of a cruel tyranny, but enslaved the
tyrant. Mahmoud could reform others, but could not
reform himself. He adopted the vices as well as some
of the virtues of Europe. He became a drunkard, and
died of deliriwm fremens. It remains to be seen what
may be the fate of his son Abdul Medjid, the present
Sultan, who has received an education superior to most
Musselman, has avowed himself the advocate of politi-
cal reform, and given to his people a sort of Cinil Code,
by a hatti sheriff or imperial decree. Itis remalkable
that he has abolished the penalty of death for apostacy
from Mohammedanism.

(To be continued.)

How To DEAL WITH SLANDER.

1t has been said by one who was himself most unreasonably

calumniated:—“A slander that has no truth to support it, 18
only a great fish upon dry land; it may flounce and fling, and
make a_ fretful pother, but it will' not hite you; you need not
kneck it on the head, it will soan bestill and die quietly of it-
self.” The weapons of the slanderer are never more complete-
Iy foiled than when met by silent contempt. From that im-
;3cnctrablc shield,how. often have the envenomed darts rehound=
ed upon the assailant! It was wisely sung by one of our old-
er poelsi— :

“And I do connt it a most rarerevenge,

That & can thus with such a sweet neglect,

Pluck from them all the pleasure of their malice;

For (hat’s the mark of all their eginous drifts,

To wound my patience, howsoe’er they seem

"[o aim at other abjects; which, if missed,

Their envy’s like an arrow shot upright,

That, in the fall, endangers their own heads.”

France in three

Sir Emrrsoy TesNesT ox Missions.

The following important sentiments, beautifully ex-
pressed, are from an Address of SirJ. E. Tennent,
some years ago before the Wesleyan Missionary Soci-
ety, Exeter Hall, London.

It has always appeared to me that the most beauti-
ful form in which Christianity in modern times has ex-
hibited itself is in that of a missionary, wha for the
first time, sounds the name of a Saviour in the listen-
ing ear of the heathen; propounding to him, not the
subtle distinctions of sects, not the nice and argumen-
tative difference of Church and Dissent, but the one
thrilling message of safety and redemption, and the
simple, civilizing, endearing truths of the death and
resurrection of a Saviour. s

In the Acts of the Apestles,—which by the way, is
the first. great missionary Report ever published,—we
read that that was the principle upon which Peter and
his associates commenced their labors, responding to
the cry of the awakened thousands on the day of I'en-
tecost,—“Men and brethren, what shall we do?"'—ncf
by communicating to them any code of church gov-
ernment, but by pointing out to them the one grand
essential: “Repent, and be baptised in the name of Je-
sus.’

It may be said of missionary labours, as it has been
said of British Dominion, that the sun never sets upon
their toils, but leaves them in one hemisphere, only to
rise upon them in another.

“Tar as the breeze can bear the billow’s foany
Survey their empire, and behold their home.*

And O what a homage is conveyed in this single fact
to the all-sufficient, the all-comprehending genius of
Christianity itself! Other religions have had their con-
verts; they have had their followers; but they have
likewise had their limits and their locality. The re-
ligion of the Buddhist or the Brahmin could mo
more have found a foundation in the cold forests of
the north than the mythology of Scandinavia and the
mysteries of Odin and of Thor, could haye borne to he
transplanted to the Ganges or the Nile. But Chris-
tianity, broad, wmbrageous, all-comprehending Chyis-
tianity, is excluded from no climate, shrinks from no
country as unsuited to its home. To the humblest val-
ley, it is equally accessible as to the widest Empire.
Like the tent mentioned in the Arabian tale, that
could be put into the .compass of a man's hand or
expanded till it overshadowed an army, Christianity
can be domesticated in the cities of civilization, or ex-
tended over the wilds of the aboriginal world. The my-
thology of Greece and of Rome had its Jimits and its
eras; the worship of Isis and Osiris never migrated be=
yond the confines of Egypt; the doetrines of Confi-
cius are hemmed in by the walls of China; the tents of
Momammed are confined to the harem and the desert;
but Christianity is confined by no limits, it is circum-
scribed by ne geographical lines, it is excluded by
no climes, it is repulsed by no barriers of nature or
of man. It comes home with equal aptitude fo the
heart of every denizen of the earth, and with a pow-
er that is irresistible; for the word of truth itself has
told us, that “neither death, nor life, nor angels nor
principalities,nor powers, nor things present,nor things
to come, nor height, nor depth, norany other creature,
shall be able to separate man—broad, universal man
—ufrom the love” of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

THE PRIVILEGE OF GIVING.

The Lord Jesus Christ has said, “It is more blessed
to give than to receive.” Multitudes have found this
declaration to be frue in their own history. They have
submitted it to the test of actual experiment, and they
have thus learnt that ¢it is more blessed to give than
to receive.” Many cases might be quated in proof of
this.

There is an old gentleman, now living, who may be
regarded, all things considered, the most liberal corn-
tributor which the American Board hasever had. He
once remarked that he derived more pleasure from giv-
ing than he did from his daily food. He commencedl; by
making very small contributions; but finding his com-
fort and happiness greatly promoted by his charities,
he has advanced step by step, till he now gives, though
a man of small property, hundreds of dollars every
year, to send the Gospel to the heathen. ‘

A widow, residing at the West, aged sixty-nine years
tells her simple story as follows:—¢“My husband left me
two thousand dollars, and the use of the farm during
my life. I concluded to give the money to the Lord;
and after seeking direction from him, I thought I
would give five hundred dollars to Foreign Missions,
five hundred dollars to Home Missions, three hun-
dred dollars to the Bible, three hundred dollars to
the Education, two hundred doHars to the Tract, one
hundred dollars to the Colonization, and one hundred
dollars to the Seamen’s Society. But the Bank in
which part of the money was invested, broke, and pexr-
sons to whom some of it was lent, took the bankrupt
law, and I lost all the money, except two hundred
dollars. But notwithstanding these losses, the Lord
has enabled me to pay within the last ten years four
hundred and fifty dollars to Foreign Missions, five
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hundred and fifty dollars to Home Missions, six hund-
red dellars to the Education Society, two hundred dol-
lars to the Bible Society, one hundred dollars to the
Tract Society, one hundred and ten dollars to the Co-
i{onization Society, and one hundred and twenty dollars
io the Seamen’s Society. You may ask how I have
done this. Some would say, by denying themselves,
but I do not call it so; I feel it to be ablessed privilege.
While others give twenty dollars for a cloak, and twen-
ty more for gold and silver spectacles, I wear a cloak
that, twelve years age, cost me eight dollars, and my
spectacles cost me three shillings.”

if all could ¢“feel it to be a blessed privilege,’’ to give
for the spread of the Gospel, how soon would the earth
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord!—Day Spring.

? Gapirar Pusisanest.—Andrew Howard, who was
~xecuted at Dover, N. H. on the 8th inst., for the mur-
der of Miss Phebe Hanson, in his confession, says:

“My conviction is just, my punishment is merited.
But had I known that I should have been hung,if I was
detected, I should never have committed the deed, which
has doomed me, a young man just in the prime of life,
to an ignominous death. [I supposed the punishment
was imprisonment for life.”—Am. Paper.

Jarena Sapt.—DMore than a thousand tons of salt
have been shipped within the Iast two weeks at Ton-
dimanar for the Calcutta market. The Mahomed
Shak, Capt. Ealls, is now lying there with her car-
go nearly in, and will sail, we suppose, ina day or two.
She is tlie largest ship that hasvisited the place of late
vears—being 750 tons burthen, and manned by 75 men.
‘We are glad tolearn that the quality of salt isregarded as
decidedly superior to most, if not to all thatis brought
to market in Calcutta, and that this, together with the
ease of shipping the article at Tondimanar are de-
cided encouragements to the trade.

CoroNER’'S INQUEST.—An Inquest was held at Mi-
sale on the 6th inst. on the body of a young woman
found suspended by the neck.—The inquest was ad-
journed to the 7th. what the verdict was we have not
heard. It is supposed however that the woman des-
troyed herself in consequence of the jealousy of her
husband.

. @isnavox Duries —It is said by the Colombo Pa-
pers to be the intention of Governmeut speedily to abo-
lish the duties on cinnamen
e R SRR T

Tae RusawAy Surorr.—The Shroff of the Colom-
bo Custom House, who after committing sundry frauds
and forgeries, took to his heels, was arrested at Nega-
patam, and has been brought back to Colombo and
committed for trial.—It is said some other officials are
Jikely to be found implicated in his practices; and that
greaf interest is being made to have him freed on the
condition of his refunding the lost money, but we can-
not believe that Government would degrade itself by
listening to such a proposal.—It is said he intended
no harm; that the money is all in the hands of Chitties,
and will shortly be forthcoming.—We suppose he in-
sended no harm (to himself) by running away.

Mapura.—A correspondent of the Madras Spectator,
under date of Feb. 20, has the following notices.

The rain we have had has done little or no good.
There is no fall whatever in the price of grain Coim-
batore and this district are being supplied largely with
rice from Trichinopoly and Tanjore, where the paddy
¢rops have been unusually large and good. The de-
falcations of revenue in Tinnevelly, Coimbatore, Sa-
lem, and Madura will be very heavy.

PaumBANy Cmanser.—The steam Dredge has arriv-
ed at Paumban, and great things are expected from it,
and great things will be accomplished—we hope.—The
“Hindustan' 1s not able to go through the passage yet.
A Mzr. Potter, formerly of t%e Porto Novo iron works,
has been selected to work the steam Dredge, and a
better choice could not have been made. He is a stea-
dy practical and hard working man, and has had much
experience in such work.

THE LOSS OF THE SOUL.

A man may lose property; he may calculate how much; a
man may lose fiiends; he knows how many; but. O, if the soul
be lost, who can tell the amount of that loss? If the soul per-
ish, it is an irreparable loss—a loss that cannot be retrieved.
A man may lose healtn, and yet, by the blessing of Providence
upon medical aid, he may become more healthy than before;
a man may lose property—nhis all inthe world—and yet, by in-
dustry, and the smile of Providence, he may become richer
than before; a man may lose friends—God may raise np oth-
ers in their room; but, O, if the soul is lost, it is lost not for a
day, a month or a year, but for eternity; and it is that word
“elernity,” which gives emphasis to bliss or wo, to ease or
{)aiu, to hell or heaven. Itiseternity which makes a hell of
hell, and a heaven of heaven!—Rev. R. Newton.

inpusTRY and Economy will always ensure Competence,
and often open the pathway to affluence, and if’ Integrity be
added, to respectability and influence. A man, who lays down
a correct line of conduct, and perseveres therein with that pa-
tience, fortitnde and talents with which be is endowed, will
always be successful.

A Goop STorY.—A few years since, as the Rev. Mr. Gal-
laudet* was walking in the streets of Hartford, there came run-
ning to hima poor boy, of very ordinary first-sight appearance,
but whose intelligent eye fixed the gentleman’s attention, as
the boy inquired, **Sir, can you tell me of a man who would
like a boy to work for him and leam to read?” “Wiiose boy
are you aud where do you live?”” ‘“Ihave no parents,” was
the reply, “I have just run away from the work house hecause
they will not teach me to read.”” The Rev. gentleman made
arrangements with the authorities of the town and took the boy
into his own family. There he learned to read.

Nor was this all. He soon acquired the confidence of his
new associates by his faithfulness and honesty. He was al-
lowed the use of his friend’s library, and made rapid progress
in the acquisition of knowledge. It hecame necessary, aiter
a while, that George should Ieave Mr. Gallaudet, and he he-
came apprenticed (o a cabinet-maker in the neighbourhood.
"Fhere, the same integrity won for him the favor ot his new as-
sociates. T'o gratify his inelination for study, his master had
a little room finished for him in the upper part of the shop,
where he devoted his leisure time to his favorile pursuits.
Here he made large attainments in the Mathematics, in the
T'rench language and other branches.

After being in this situation for a few years, as he sal at tea
with the family, one evening, he all at once remarked that he
wanted to go to France. “Go, to France,” said his master,
surprised that the apparently contended and happy youth had
thus suddenly become dissatisfied with his situation—¢for
what?”? “Ask Mr. Gallaudet to tea tomorrow evening,’” con-
tinued George, “and I will explain.”’~His Reverend friend was
invited accordingly, and at {ea time, the apprentice presented
himself with his manuseripts in Erglish and French, and ex-
plained his singular intention to go to France.  “In the time
of Napolean,” said he, a prize was offered by the Frenchgov-
ermment for the simplest rule of measuring plain surfaces of
whatever outline. The prize has never been awarded, and
that method I have discovered.” He then demonstrated the
problem to the surprise and gratification of his friends, who
immediately furnished him with the means for defrayiug his
expenses, and with letters of introduction to. Hon. LEW1s
Cass, then our minister at the Court of France. He was in-
troduced to Louis Phillippe, and in the presence of the king,
nobles, and plenipotentiaries,the American youth demonstrated
his problem and received the plaudits of the Court. He re-
ceived the prize, which he had’ clearly won, besides valuable
presents from the King.

He then took letters of introduction and preeeeded to the
Court of St. James, where he took up a similar prize offered
by sume Royal Society, and returned to the United States.
Here he was preparing to secure the benefit of his discovery,
by patent, when he received a letter from the Emperor Nicho-
las himself, one of whose ministers had attended his demon-
strations at St. James, inviting him to make his resicence at
the Russian Court, and furnishing him with ample means for
his outfit,

He complied with the invitation, repaired to St Petersburgh,
and is now Professor of Mathematics in the Royal College, un-
der special protection of the Autocrat of all the Russias!

This narrative the writer has never seen published; but the
gentleman who related to him the circumstances atiributed the
singular success of young Wilson to his integrity and faithful-
ness.—dAmerican Paper.

ACKENOWLEDGEMENT

OF SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE OUR LAST.
B. K. Smith, Esq. Matelle 1 Copy
Mr. Marsillamany Mootoocoomare,-Trincomalie 1

C. Moodr. S. Poopalapillay EY 1

Mr. Raservarodyer Swaminader £ 1

S, Edirmannersingam, Esq. Colombo 1

A. M. Ferguson, Esq. Colombo 1
R.W. Thompson, Esq. Kandy 1

NOTICE.

In TuE District Court or Jarrna:

In the matter of proving the Last
Will and Testament of- Jumes
Thomas Anderson Esq. and A-
No. 2316. drianna Gertuida Tous saint his
wife, late of Jaffna, deceased.
Probate of the Last Will and Testament
of the above mentioned, deceased. having
been granted by the District Court of Jaffna
to the undermentioned Executors in the said
Will, named: All persons having claims up-
on, being indebted to, or holding property cf
the said Estate, are hereby requested to send
in their claims, pay their debts and deliver
over such property as aferesaid to the said
Executors on or before the 30th day of April
next; after the expiration of which term
no claims will be attended to.
Perer Freperic Toussaint,
Francis Aprian Toussaint,

Executors.
Jofina, 4th March, 1847,
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