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1f>rr16@ri;1f,.ffe· 
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6i5r r.!J S'J .P)/6116i5r 6T f@ d', f0 L 6i5r @§ffif[, lh lT5U #51C 61l cflJ/ 611 
WJ Bii!5l..J~@)J6'l Gw #;ff, W6ITT6!.!@ftl/> i615l<f,8i Gs;rr(/)f.ilJ> 
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6i5r615f w.fl;/$ 6'J aa; L,_ t_(T 6/sr. ffi/T6m' cflJ/615>1f,UUf[!/'D 4IUJ 
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MORNING STAR. 

.Jaffna, February 10th, 1848. 
CHRISTIAN Euuc .H'ION AMONG THE NATIVES OF 

BENG,\L. 

The arrival of the Mail last weekobli_ged us to pnb
lisl; the report of the examination of the l<'ree Church 
Institution without any remark~, but we cannot allow 
the opportunity to be lost of congratulating the minis
ters of that church, and the public, on the continued 
success which ' attends its operations. The reader is 
{ully aware of the strenuous efforts w-hich have been 
made by the Hindus, in Calcutta, both orthodox and 
Jihernl, to break up this and every other institution con
ducted by Missionaries, in which secular education is 
combined with religious instruction . Duri.ng the past 
year, the opposition has assumed a mo~e,formidable ap
pearance than ever; meetings have been held by the 
most influential natives in Cwlcutta to concert meas
ures for defeating the plans of flhe Missionaries, and it 
was at leno-th resolved that every individual who per
mitted th e \hildren in his famili}' to attend these sem
inaries ~hould be expelled from society. The dread of 
their displeas11re produced some little effect for a fe w 
days; but the agitation has died out. It did not last 
even so long as that of tl\e association of the: Dhurmn 
S11bha, established fifteen years ago, fo~ the purpose of 
reviving female immolation, and punishing those who 
had given their consent to its atolition. We hear of 
no meetings i1i which the penalty of expulsion has 
been inflicted on those who continued to pa:tronise the 
Missionary semina,ries, o.nd we now learn with the 
greatest satisfaction that ~he Free Church Institulion 
musters stronger-than ever,and tl;tat the average attend
ance during the year has been One Tl,oxsand and 
Ninety-six . The natives must now be fully convinced 
that it is not by Jenouncing attendance at the Mission
nry seminanes that they can prevent the resort ofseho
lars to them, or impede their success, and tha:t it is.on
ly by the establishment of an institution, equal to that 
of the Free Church in the superior character of its in
structions, an,d conducted with the same talent and en
ergy, that they c~n e_ver hope ·to succeed in shaking 
this and other mst1but1ons; a:nd the BaLoos of Calcutta 
have not apparently public spirit enough for such an 
effort. Although tbe rnstitutio'n under Dr. Duff and 
his associates stands o.t the head of a,ll the Mis&ionary 
seminaries at this Presidency, 'there .are others of a 
kindred character running a career of generous emula
tion with it . The Institution of the Kirk of Scotland, 
of which the an'nnal examination was held last week, 
numbers more than seven hundred scholars. We 
also publish,-without any emendation,-a leLter ad
dressed by a number of Native gentlemen to the Su
perintendent of the Bhowanipore Missionary institu
tion , offering him tha ir thanks for his effor ts to bene
fit the children who are receiving nn education in it. 
It is a spontaneous tribute of gi-atitude from Hindus of 
rPspectabi li ty for th'e gift of instruction, in which the 
rloctines of Christianity maintain a most prominent 
place, and will serve to encourage those who are la
bouring to in stil evangelical truth into the minds of 
Native youth, and to shew how Little the midd li ng class 
Qf Hindu gentl~meu participates in those fee lings of 
hostility towards Missionary institutions which perva.de 
the wealthy Rajahs and Baboos of Calcutta, who o.re 
supposed to represent the sentiments of the Hindu 
community.-Friend of India. 

ABSURDITIES OF H11rno f"Al1'R AND PRACTICE, 

We know, from the Bible, that God made of one blood 
all nations; but the brahmins have made the people 
believe that there were four different kinds of men 
made at first, if not now. They divide the Hindus in
to four kinds; and they will scarcely allow that all the 
rest of mankind, aside from the Hindus, are men at o.Jl. 
They call us 1nelc!t1w.s. l do not know what the w0rd 
means . They sometimes say it means those who have 
been polluted-have Jost caste, and sometimes, that it 
means those who are descended from demons, which 
last f suppose to be their real opinion of us, as I know 
th:it ma.ny of them think the English are the descend
ants ofRo.wo.n, o. demon king of Ceylon, _about whom 
they have many tales. At all events, the 1mage_ofRa. 
wan, which they make a:nd destroy every year, 1s usu
ally in the form of a gigantic white man. 

The brahmins say that they themselves are from the 
nwuth of Brahmin; the Kshatriyas from his ar~1; the 
Va1ses from his thio-h· and the Sudras from his foot. 
'rhcn they say that ih~se that came from the m~uth of ' 
Brahma are set to teach the people; those from !us arm, 
n,re next in rank,-and ought to be soldiers_, princes, 
&c; tliose from his th igh, ought to cult,vnte the 
ground; and those from his foot, to be slaves. So you 
see this was a very c1rnning scheme. They raised tbe_ir 
ecclesiastical rank above all others, as the Catholic 
clergy did in the dark aires. In this way they could 
ofte11 get their share of r-egal power, thou_gh they pre
tended to g ive it up freely to others. In this again, they 
v~ry much resemble the R.omish hierarchy. They ob
tained exemption from bein o- jutlged by human laws
under a Hindu Governme1~t a brahmin could not be 

touched for a.ny crime, not even for murder;-and at 
tllis, ~he Romish clergy have always aimed. All false 
reI1g1ons are alike, nt least in many things. 

Thus of Brahmins there are a great many kinds. 
There is a caste of brahmms at Benares, who are ac
knowledged to be the highest in rank, because J.fonares 
itself.is believed to be so holy, that any one who lives 
there will obtain salvation, whether he b,e a Hindu or 
not. I do not know what other brahmins are next these 
in rank-probably those at the great i;hrines, such as 
Gaya, Juggernath, &c. Then there are the villag.e 
b,rnhmins, who think themselves very high ,in rank, 
tµough most of them are very poor and ignorant. 
They say that they very much more holy than the 
Pryagwals and Gungaputrs. The pryagwals o.re 
the brahmih~ who attend at the bathing place where 
the Ganges and Jnmna rivers come together. They 
are a particular class, and considered the lowest 
of all brahmins. They are not al'lowed to do any thing 
that other bro.hmins do; that is, they o.re never called 
on to attend marriages, nor to perform any of the cer
emonies that re>late to ehildren, such as giving them 
their names, ,ye. Their whole business is to attend 
to the people that come to bathe, whom they teach 
what to do, and conduct through thei.r supposed du
ties. They take very good care to get as much as po,:i
sible out of every one that bathes; and as those, who 
come for this purpose, all come in , one month, their I 
lo.hour and their harvest o.re soon over, and they spend 
the rest of the year in the most supreme la:r,iness and 
idleness, and consequently in vice; for 

"Satan will find something still 
For idle hands Lo do.'' 

Anrl so these brahmins are noted all over India for 
the lowest ices. Many of them live in great splend
our too. The Hindus know their character, but this 
makes no difforence to them; Vhey never crire how 
wicked a brah,nin is, ifhe has neith.er eaten any thing 
forbidden to his caste, nor done anything wrong about 
his ceremonies. A pryagwal may steal, fight, curse, 
lie, rob-no matter; if he has washed l)i,n:i.self, put his 
fingers in is ears, &e., all his rjght, then he is holy. 
This is a very shocking idea of holiness. They do not 
tih~nk fhat what we caLI sin mo.kes o. man unhol:Y; but 
little, little things, such as not washing the teeth w-hen 
it is customary, and the like-these make a man un
holy. They are lil~e the Greek pirate, who could rob 
and murder any day, but would not for the world eat 
meat on a fast day. 1 have seen Hindus wprshipping 
o. convicted thief', w-ho was working _in chains on the 
road, because ·he was o. brahmm. Smee 1 have been 
here, a mo.n was hung o.t Mirznpore, the next station 
below Allahabad, for a gren;t number of murders, wh,o 
·showed no signs of repentance-; but the people praised 
him as a very 'holy man, because he had riot m•glected 
any of the ceremonies of his religion. They said, that 
he wo.s a very bad man-shockingly cruel; but so holy 
that no ,doubt he was almost a god. ln Benares they 
worsh.ip a man of this kind, simply beCl).Use ,he was al
most inconceivably bold and wicked. This is their no
•tion of holiness. How much, then, onght yon to pity I 
'them; and to labour and pray for the spread of Ohris
·ti an ity amongst them. There is no rel ig ion but Chris
tianity, which gives people anything like a proper no
tion of what s in is, or w hat holiness consists in.-Lettcr 
of a Foreign 1issiontiry in Nort7iern India. 

THE PowER oF IMMORTAL Mum. 

!But with what forces in nature shall we compare 
mind? When witnessing the action of the great a.gen- 1 

cies of matter, we are often fill ed with amazement at 
their energies. The might of the billows of oceb.n, the 
resistless sweep of the tornado, the destructive violence 
of fire, the terrific power of steam, and the almost om
nipotence of the volcano and lightning, though they 
may be mere blind ·material agents, can ne ver be con
templated without a feeling of oppressive sublimity, 
and a ·deep impression of the "thunder of God'ji pow
er" as the Creator.-But we o.pproacll. tl1e contempla
tion of man's intelligent, immortal spirit, and find that 
its power, though of another kind, rises abo'De the agen
cies of matter. J.t spurns all the brute force which they 
w ield, o.nd by its own superior energies of thougltt and 
will, discovers the laws which regulate these mighty 
ao-encies, and make many of them subserv ient to its 
c~nvenience and comfort. It is the power of mind that 
has enabled man to yoke the winds to his gallant sail; 
to lay his fearless hand on the curling mane of Ocean, 
and ride in safety and triumph over its topmost wave. 
It is this which has enabled him to chain the hissing 
steam to the car, and transport himself over land with 
the speed of a bird of the air. It was this that eno.bled 
a Franklin to pluck the plume of his fame from the 
lightning's wing, unharmed by its deadly bolt, and a 
Morse to la,y his message on that wing for an almost 
instantaneou, transmission ronnd the globe. 

And then let us look back over the history of the 
world at the trophies of arts and science which mind 
has reared. 

What stupendous monuments of its power stand a
long the track of past ages. Look at the sway which 
certain minds have held over earth's mi llions century 
after century. What a tremendous impression of their 
existence aud character have they stamped on their 
generation, and the generations following. Look over 
the earth at present on a ll the recent discoveries in the 

arts and sciences-on the modifico.tions and revolutions 
of hnman government,-on the mareh and daily tri
umph of civilization-on tl,e great enterprises of ben
evolence and the prOJJago.tion of Christianity. What 
mighty power is this that is spreading out its impulses 
over the very creation, and moving o.nd heavi11g it,; 
mnsses of bustiing activity? It is the power of intelli
gent, immortal mind; a power that can soar above this 
nether world, and, making the heavens its observato
ry, discover new worlds in the far off realms of space, 
and travel in thought the circtiit of the universe. Whnt 
amazing energies does mind possess! And yet the pre
sent life is but the morning hour of its existence, nod 
all the movement~ of its \lower which fill the earth, bur 
the mere toys which it ias made on the plo.y ground 
of its infancy. For mind has the germ of powers that 
are yet to be evolved in its immortnl manhood, com
pared. with which its present capacities are perfectly 
mfant1Ie Powers that are to be waked, nnd energized, 
and taxed with i11tense action, ei ther in the employ
ments of heaven or the struggles of ],ell, long ages al~ 
ter aU the mightiest agencies of matter shall have 
WQrn t)lemselve.s out, nnd ceased to be."-Rt'IJ, Dr. Cn.r
ralL. 

THIS ,TRANSIENT LIFE, 
Amid earth's day-dreams of business, pleasure or am

bition, J1ow few of the gay, thoughtless, bnsy multi
tude ask therose.l-ves in solemn earnest, Oh! whu,t, is thi :,, 
transient life! It is stealing noiselessly, but most ra
pl'dli}' awn:Y! Iilow soon shall we all sleep in death! 
·we look forward to the dying scene, knowing 
that it must come; and in a few do.ys it will corn<!. 
'We sbal,1 feel tl,at we are dying; we sho.11 go through 
the scene, now shrouded .i11 so much m:Ystery. What , 
then, will the remem).>Dance of earthly joys or woes a
vail ,to us. 

How soon sha,11 time sweep away in i\s wrecksev.:, ry 
vestige of our earthly existence-crumbling thesP 
houses to tbe dust-burning up the earth on which we 
tread-and rolling a,wlty the blue firmpment that cano
pies it. A1h! how soon shall we be looking back from 
the remote peuiods of eternity, throug,h the I011 g lapsti 
of ages, to ~he few t;noments we passed in this rebel
ious world, in this i1~fimcy of our being. Oh! mun, man 
-are you o. thinking, rational, immortal being! AnJ 
can you be regardless of such awful truths? Can you 
cling to this woi"ld and chain your soul to earth, and 
clog it with the va,nibies of time, when it struggles to 
be fvee from such trammels, and to soar to its native 
skies. 

Oh! what will t0uch the heart of man? What will 
con vinee him that eterniti}' is worth more than, the 

.fleeting moments of life-thtLt the redemption of tho 
soul from endless sin and suffering demands a though P 
O God! send, send thy Spirit-interpose in mercy, er 
he ,is lost forever .-Selected. 

PLA1<1>s ·FROM !EuRoPE OvEttLA~n.-We have just 
seei1 o. fine collection ot Rosas brought overland from 
England in the higheat. statc of health and preservo.tioll, 
though six weeks out of tlw uround. They were de 
posited in rows betwixt laym,;' of dry moss, the wholn 
packed in a strong light wooden box, of which the lid 
was firmly secured by scre w nails, with a slip of soft 
thick paper to keep out the air placed between the top 
and the cover ()f the box . This method of hrin giug 
plants from England is so simple and inexpensive, ni\tl 
seems to be so perfectly secul'e, that fioricultu rists n;;ed 
have no apprehension in resorting to it: O:n extra Ju<r
gage box, with as iuany as will suffice for ho.If a do:!:il 
garde ns, would not at all overload an overland 1,assc 11 -
gn. It can of cour~e only be resorted to late iu autumn 
or early in winter, so that spring may n<lt have awak
ened them from their sleep hefo~e their arrival in Judia . 
The plants must Le strong, healthy, and well-rooted
bf course not too old or forge; they must be aaref'tt lly 
tal~en ,u.p, and pu:cked moderately dry. ln thi~ slat., 
they will easily keep four months out of Lhe ground in 
a cold climate, and even when coming to a trop ical 
one through so dry an atmosphere as that of E gypt, 
will bt1ar six weeks' qo.rriage without dnnger. Wear 
not aware of th~ best motle of treating tnem on th<! 1r 
arrival: that adopted by Mr. Elphinston with th~ par
cel in question seems very excellent. Ha\>ing first care
fully potted them they were covered, in want of bell 
glasses, with bottles cut off by the neck, these be ing 
smeared wi t h mud to diminish the force the sun 's heat 
and light on first exposure. Once begun to grow, no 
further co.re seems requirP<l than that bestowed on the 
ordinary rose in India -Sir C. M. Wade mention,; a 
method somewhat simi lar to this of bringing vine sh p• 
from Cabool to Lahore during the winter . Eaeh slip 
was carefully tied round with uumbda, and the v:hole 
made up in a faggot without any pnrticular ccir.i ,u 
this way they were transported, and they kept for " 
month without troublc.-Bmn/,a;y 1'ilmes. 

M1ss10liA1tv .-REv. D . PooR. and Mns. PooR a,1 J 
Mns. W1-11T-rELSEv, widow of the late Rev S . G. 
Whittelsey, of the American Ceylon Mission,and :11r 
and Mrs. i>i;Rc1vt1.Lofthe Wesleyan Mission, embiirk
ed at K a,ts on the "Carolinq," for Colombo, yesterday . 

Passage ~or the po.rty to lbngland, except Mr. Perci
val, who will shortly r~turn to Jaffna, has been 1alten 
on the Severn, Capt . Duncan, which is to ~o.il about ~he 
20th inst. 
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~~-fliUJ jP rl fT~c$-MORN ING STAR. 

To CoRRESFosoEsTs.- The Dialogue by "an Admi
rer" is received. It is rather too long and desultory 
for our short columns, but we will keep it on fi le , and 
mo.y at some foture time find room for it. 

THE COL031BO 0BSERVER.-iVe beg to offer our 
thnnks to our esteemed contemporary of the Observer 
for the favor ot hnving published our Prospectns for 
1848 with o. recommendatory notice unde r lus ed1torml 

head. ---
Last Satmd11y's Gazette conto..ined the D ra0-s of.two 

new Qrdinan<;es. It also conta)ned soi:ne notifications 
which we have abridged for the benefit of our re_aders. 

The Customs Officers announce that Entries of 
nil descriptions 3 copies must be given-"one fairly 
,niLtcu in words at length." Entries received from 
10 n. m. to 3 p. m. 

The Postmaster General publishes a Treasury War
rant the effect of which will be to let us have foreign 
Papers via Gibrnlter, for lcl Postage in addition to what 
the Euyptian Govt. may levy. 

· An ~stract from a Governor's minute of 1846 is pub
lished remindincr the public that letters addressed by 
partic~ to Gov. ·officers must be prepaid. It is a mis
take to suppose that persons writing to the Postmas
ter General about thei r L etters or Parcels, can send 
tl1eir letters free, as l<Qn H. M. S."-Obs. Feb. 3. 

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE. 
By the last mail, intellige nce has beeu received from 

England to the 24th D ec. 
The excitement and distress which h ad prevailed f0r 

the last two months in the commercial Community had 
greatly subsided. 

In some parts of Ireland frequent murders were per
petrated instigated in many instances by Romish priests. 
The subject has received the attention of parliaments, 
and a "Bi11 for the better prevention of crime and out
rage in certain Districts of Treland " has been enacted . 

The Duke of Well ington in the House of Lords has 
stated most emph atically that war with Francre is in
evitable upon the death of L ouis Phillippe, and has 
called upon Parliament to increase the MilitarJ;' estab
lishment of the Country, and place the coast m such 
a state of defence as to render invasion difficult. 

Lord George .Bentinck in his place in the House of 
commons h as moved for a select committee to enquire 
mto the condition ofour West and East lndianColonies . 

Much dissatisfaction is manifested on the part of 
the Dignitaries of the Church to bhe appo in tment of 
Dr. Hampden t o the see of Hereford. Thirteen of the 
Bishops have signed a lette r add ressed to Lord John 
Russel callinu upon h im to recall the nomination. The 
Premier howe0ver-remains firm, attr ibuting 'the opposi
tion of the clergy to o. misapp1·ehension of the p rinci
ples of the learned Doctor. Parliament is adjourned 
to the third of February. 

U~ tTED ST,tTEs.-The New York State election 
has gone against the Democrats. The Whigs have 
t.he ascendency , and Henry Clay has been co1ppel
J.;-d to explain his views of the state of the country, 
t>specially the war relating to Mexico. He decidedly 
condemns the Polk administration, and its doings; de
clares that the United States neither desire to occupy 
Mexico, or annex it, and he states his belief that Polk 
,s sick of war. 

MExico.-The Mexican Government. has supersed
Pd Santa Anna in command of the army, and General 
Rincon had been appointed to fill the command. San
ta Anna protested against this violation of "his r ights 
as t.he fi rst magistrate of the nation," and refused obe
ri1c-nce to the orders of the Government. In the m e an 
time he had retired to Tehuacan . 

The United States forces are reported to ha,•e cap
tured Atlexo and Oriz11ba, and a lso l\1Iazatland, on the 
Pacific. ln the advancE> on Puel1la a well known offi
r.er (Capt. Walker) had been slain in a kind of single 
romhat, piercec\ by the spear ot' an enraged father, 
goaded to actuiil frenzy by the death of his son, whose 
'a ll heneath 1.he arm of Captain Walker h e had just. 
w,lnessed . The father rushed forward. heedless of all 
da112"e1·, to revenge his child's death, and attacking the 
Capt.ain with almost irrisistible violence, plunged his 
2penr into his body, and s lew hiin almost instantly. 

There had been much sickness in the United States 
army at Mexico, and from one tenth to one eighth of 
the occupying army were in hospital or dead from that 
cnuse. Butll'eneral Patterson was about to leave VCl
ra Cruz for l'uebla and Mexico with 4,000 men. 

[For the ''l\lorning Siar."] 
.l'i'o GOOD REASON FOR DESPONDE!iCV IN THE MlSHO!i

ARY iVoRK. 
'rhe patrons of Foreign Missions in America, and perhaps 

tho [\lissionarle.:; s~n l to this Province, hove, if I m1stalrn noL, 
,.,ft~.n indulged in feelings of despondency in referrnce 10 the 
Cerlon Missi<in because of the badness or the moral charactrr 
of the Hindus. They say the J\1issio,1 has been established 
for more than thirty years. They say that the Gospel has 
been preached during nearly all this period; that great quan
tities of Tracls and portions of lhe Scripture have been circu
lated; that a great number of youths have been instmeted in 
>110 rurliments of Science and of Christianity; thal many hnnd
•cds _of pounds sterling ha,·e l?een exp~ded here; that much 
prec'nuR hea lth has been sacrificed, and r.-:any ,·aluable lives 
lost, and hitherlo little appannt succf)ss has followed . Such 
s the ,·iew which many good people ha,·e takrn of this i\lis

s.ot1. anrl hence there has been a reluc1ancc on the pan of 
ll:c ra_n<li<lates f~r the sacrccl Ministry, and a corresponding 
dQU ll mg:,and hosnauon,and lukewarmness on lhe part of Chris-

tians in general. In short, the bad character of the Hindus of 
tl11s island, ha · been foun,cl (o lead lo a discouragement 10 mis· 
siona ry efforts among 1hem. 

In the Chris tian's philosophy, moral degradation can never, 
I think, be adlluced as a gronnd of disceuragement, or a rea 
son for the want of success. If' so, where would be our person
al hopes of sal va tion7 where our hopes of the conversion of 
the world7 Nor, can the want of ~uccess a mong a particular 
portion of the heathen, al a given time and under given circum
stances, be 1aken ~s a n indication that such a portion of the 
heathen world cannot be converted. There may be some kind 
or other grand defect in the applicallon of the means. Or, the 
appoi nted lime by God, for the convP.rsion of' this portion 
of the hea llw11 may nut yet have romc. When ·in his wisen 
designs, God has determ ined to cause seed th us sown, to vege
late, spring up, and he.ar the fruit& of righteousness, is beyond 
1(ie precinets of human sagaoity to discovf) r. They have a plain 
du ty lo do, and an opportunity is now ulTered ~o do it. ·J;lut 
th ey cannol expect success even in doing (his du ty, if 1hey are 
not wil liug to commit 1he result elllircly (o God, and free ly lo 
suTrender to him all lhe glory fo r its accomplisl\\nent. 'l'hey 
have assurances enough thal 1heir labors shall not be in vain
ailltoug h they a \)pear to spenJ their s lre11glhd n vain and for 
nought. Whal t 10ugh the heathen do rage a nd imagihe a vain 
thing? \Vital though the kings even, lake counsel agains t the 
LorJ and against hi s Anoin ted? Shall nol He th at sitteth i11 
the hea vens laugh7 Shall not the Lord have them in derision7 
S ha ll he nol speak 10 thpm in hi s wralh, an!l vex them in his 
sol"e d1spleasure7 And, what though 1be 1n1ss1onanes preach 
to a people who sometimes hear / but oftentimes appear as 
hardened and as st upi d and senseless as the idols they worshi i,1 
'What though, for a 1ime, 1he pe<'ple persis t in lhe utter rej e>e· 
lion of every m easure they may adopt? Must they abandon 
such a nation lo their own folly and wickedness? Shall they 
withdraw fr om them the flickering lamp of li fe, justal the l(me, 
perhaps, when God may be aboul to light il up into a mighty 
flame~ , 

Such notions of despondency are founded on a wrong prin
ciple. They exalt the judg menl a nd the wi ll of man, but de
grade thejudgmenl and the will of God . Therefore the mis
siouari es here and lhtir friends in A me.rica 1neecl not be discour· 1 
aged. L e t them believe on God. ll is God that makes all to 
come under his banner. H,ence, let them he peaceful waning , to 
see the Lim e g ladly . Let them do a ll that they ran; then when 
their whole power is exhaus1ed,:and when they have done all 
that 1hey should and could do, they may expect lhe comin~ of 
the kingdom or 6od. 

In the nexl place. experience has shown lhal lhe reformali,on 
of the world has never been a n easy task. Noah, Lol, Abra
ham and Moses, experie1\ced very serious difticul·Lies in re
forming their contemporaries . Thn prophet lsaiah laments tha t 
a very few only have heard his message. "vVho halh believed 
our report and to whom is the a rm of the Lord reveale,L" 
When he had toiled through a long li fe and worn out his body 
in unwea,ied lapou rs for the sa lvation of his countrymen, and 
exha usted hi s who le slrenglh, lie utt ered the following lamen 
tation: "l have laboured 111 vai n and spen t my strength for 
nauoht and in vain." So the lende r hearted tl eremiah met with 
no better success. He daplored the degeneracy of his people; 
he grieved over thei r hardness of hear1; his spi,it sunk under 
the accumu lated burden of his trials and hi s labours; and in an l 
hour of despondency ,he cried : "Oh! that my hP.ad were waters 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, tha l f might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter 'of my people . Oh! lh;.t I had 
in the wilderness a lo.dg111~ place of wayfaring men, that I 
might learn m v people a nd go from them.'' Disconi;olate pro
phet! how he s·unk under the discouragem~n ts of his ministry. 
After an affiiclive mi11is1ry of half a century, he was called to 
his reward above, leaving his depraved aud ungra teful cou11-
1rymen almost as !,ad as he found them. A lmosl all the pro
phets experienced similar difficuliies. They found it. no easy 
matter to reform men. ,v1iat marvel then, tf the m1ss1onary 
operations must be weighed in the sa,l'le balance7 · Why 
should it be lhoughl a tl1i11g incredible7 Why sho uld it appear 
a slrano-e thmg if' lhe missionaries should tneel the samo un 
welco~e recep1i-0n in 1!1A heal hen as well a~ in Christia n !anus? 

Besides, rni8sionaries are sent to "a people of a strange 
speech and ofa hard language.' ' Like the preacher al ho me, 
they ha\'e to contend with all the na1ura l opposition of the 
heart; a nd much more. here than a l home. They lif1 up thei r 
\loice in tlae streets; they seize on every occasion; try every 
motive; ply every a rgument; employ a ll their eloquence; aucl 
exhaust their minds lor arguments to refute the errors of til e 
idolater and persuade him to embrace the holy Gospel. The 
missionaries must toil in an insalubrio11s clime, 1J nder the de 
bi li tating influence of a tropical sun, far from home an<l 
friends, and all that had become endeared in their native coun
try; thus th ey must Pxhaus t their strength and pour out their 
lite, struggling with ill-health and expecting an early grnve. 

\Vhai is our conclusion then? Shall we say that the word 
of Goel has ta ken none eITe,·t? '"'hat if some- yea, whai if 
many have not helieved? Shall thei r unbelief make the fai 1h 
of Gori without effect? Hv no means. In reference to 1hcse 
obstacles,. it can only be s,i id, that man is, " desperately wick
ed-the carnal mind is enmity against God-no( sui"\jecl to lhe 
Law of God, neither indeed can be.'' But supposi11g the ohs, 
tacles are great, what influence ought S1Jch facts lo have on 
their benevolent <"nte rprize? Ought lhey lo dishearten them and 
lend them to abandon the important work of evangelizing tbe 
world? No, they ought 10 clothe them, on the contrary, with 
Chl"istian hi,11,itity, to bring them for help to the foo, of the 
cross; anti they ougl11 to quicken our diligence. Their, and 
our mollo, in discouragements, should be, "Paul may plant, 
and ApQllos may water, but God giveth the increase," &c. 
Their sufficiency is all of GoJ . The work is vast, the enemy 
agai11sl whom they contend, is formi dablP. and poient; btH the 
weapons of their warfare are not ca1'nal, but mighty lli1·011,gh 
Gori, lo the pulling rlown of strong holds. Therefore, 1,,1 
llwm beliHe on the all-rnfliciency or God. The kingdom of 
God shall come as a thief. Consequently, the holy work of 
evnng~lizing this i~lan should nm be abandoned. 

P. S. 
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