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TERMS OF THE PAPER.

For each copy—tice shillings a year—PAYABLE IN AD-
VANCE,

Vo Subseribers who receive the Peper by muil, each copy,
welustve of postage—four shillings a yewr.

- Che difficolty of remitting small sums from distant places
may be obviated by five subscribers’ uniting their subscriptions
and remilting them togelher in « single pound rote.

‘I'he names of Subscribers will be published; and all receipts
n/fmoney will be regularly ackuowledged on the last page of
the Paper. .

Subseribiers on the Continent may receive the paper at four
shillings o year; their papers having (o be sent by mail, anda
noslage of erepenny. being prepuid on each. 'This is'exclusive
of Continental postage.

Agents are requested o reecive no subseriptions except in
coitformity with the above terms.

Advertisements will be inserted as heretofore at the rate of
one peniyand @ hialf cach line, reckoning the type at Brevier
size or seven and a half lines to an inch.

All Notices of Deaths and Murrwages will be churgeable us
Advertisements. :

Communications should be post prid Lo receryve attention.

POINT PEDRO—Mr. G. H, HAnLLocK,
JAFPFNA—THE MI1ssioNARIES.
TRINCOMALIE—Rev. J. WarLzox.
COLOMBO —Murssnrs-P. B. Feryanpo and SoN.
KANDY—Mn. L. LAwTox.
BATTICALOE—Rev. J. GirLixGs.
MADURA—Rey. C. F. Myzzy.
DINDIGUL—Rev.J. RExDALL.

MADRAS—P. R. Huxr, Esq.
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= & suFiTmns—MORNING STAR.
= noti'a word about holy ‘duys—fea’sts,’f‘aSLs‘nﬁﬂ rélies

MORNING STAR.

Jatfna, December 14th, 1348,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

“R.—A." ishardly suitable for-a Newspaper.

¢A Constant Reader” is on file.

“E—I—a,” wants to know if Matt. =zvi. 18, 19, does
not show that' Peter was appointed Head of the Church,
and thevefore that the Chureh must have a Head, like
the Pope? The Romanists would answer, Yes; but we
answer, No.—Christ never meant that Peter should be
Head of the Church, and Peter never understood him
{o mean any such thing.  Tf Peter had been appoint-
ed Head of the Church, he would have assumed the du-
ties of a Head, and exercised authority over others, just
as @ new Pope does when he receives his appointment;
and the other Apostles and’ Christians would have sub-
mitted to hix authority just as the Romanists do to that
ot the Pope. They would have sent toask his permis-
sion to do thisand that, just as Romanists ask the Pope’s
leave for doing what they wish to do. Whoever heard
of one’s receiving so important an appointinent, and
neglecting to attend to its duties? If Peter had been
appotuted Head of the Church, lie would have sent
ent His Bullsand Decretals like a Pope and his Wpistles
wonld have been written something in this style: T
Poter, by the grace of God, Head over all the Apostles
and over the Christian Chureh, do by virtue of the pow-
ers conferred upon me, command so and'so.  Bul Pe-
ter never fora moment imagined he had such authori-
All the authority he claimed
was that of'an apostle. He never pretended to direct
what Janes and John and Panl should do; he never set
up his anthority against theirs, he never urged upon

ty over the Church.

the Churches tlhat his opinions were of move conse-
qaence than those of any other apostles; he never
stiowed inany way by words or actions, that he thought
limsalt Houd of the Church. And the other Apustles
never intimated by words or actions that they thought
Peter was Head of the Church.—Let Romanists ac-
count for this it they can. Indeed, we should like
to see the Pope of Rome coming down to Peter's stand-
ard. e’ could not do it without laying down both
mitre and supremacy together and becoming a simple
Bishop or Presby ler.

If Peter had been appointed Pope, it would be rea-
sonable to suppose, he' would in Lis Epistles, have said
something about worshipping images of the Virgin
Mary and the Saints, something about Purgatory as a
nice means of raising funds; something about Indul-
gences—somethingabout the Pope’s Infullibility—some-
thing about praying for the dead—something about the
Mass—something about Confession toa priest—some-
thing about seven Sacraments; something about that
the priests only should drink the wine of the Sucra-
ment—something about holy water—something about
the virtue of relics,~something about Fasts, something
about Feasts—something about that though ke had a
wife himself, and did not think it right to put her a-
way, yet it would be an awful sin for deacons and
priests and popes to marry and have legitimate chitd-
ren; that what Paul says about marriage being hun-
ourable in all; and that Deacons should be the lhus-
hand of one wife, and maintain good family govern-

ment, as an example to others, was all a mistake of

Paul's;—he being only an Apostle did not know so well
about these matters as himself who was Pope, and in-
fallible in his opinions. How happens it that these
things receive so large a share of attention in the
Church under Pope Pius 1X.and Peter does not think
to'mention one of them? The Church of Rome has
cetainly departed from Peter’s fashion of doing things
and one would naturally suppose that Peter rather
than the Pope was in the right way. But Romanists
must not think on such subjects for themselves, lest the
unity of the Church be disturbed. But one cannot help
asking, if these things areimportant, why did not Peter
sy something about them? Just read over Peter's Epis-
Ues and see how he talls about spiritaal religion, not a-
bout forms and ceremonies; how he talks about Christ
and a Christian temper; but not a word about Ave Ma-
fias und Paternosters—nota word about fish and flesh—

A more unsightly picture was never presénted to the
view of the world—than Peter the Apostle mounted on
a Papal throne, as head of t,h:e‘jC‘hurch. ; :

Why, if Peter had bcén{l"flelndvof‘the Chuarch lil;e' the

Popes of modern days, do you think Paul would have
dared to withstand him to his face, as heidid at Antioch,
and tell him lie was to be blamed? thatle was not doing
right to refiuse to eat with his Gentile brethren?—If one
should talk to the Pope as Paul talked to, Peter le
would haye him. arrested and imprisoned, as a contu-
macious and dangerous heretic . No, Peter was no Pope
—no Romauist; he taught Faith and Charity and other
Christian duties as they are taught by Protestant
teachers and never in his life taught -one Romish
dogma. | If the Romish church should turn: baelk
and follow only what Peter taught it would no longer
be like a Roman but like a Protestant church. We are
for going with Peter, but not with the Pope. We be-
lieve the Pope is Antichrist and that God’s judgment
is.denounced upon him, for usurping powers that be-
long only to Jesus Christ. ~ We do not wish to stand
in Lis Iot, by no'means) But we are willing to take
our pavt with Peter, who was no'more a Pope than we
are. :
If Peter was not Head of the Chureh what did Christ
mean when he said—:‘On this rock 1 will build my
Chureh?” He meant that His Church should be built‘
upon'the truth, that Peter had just then confessed—
“thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."'—
The Messiaship of Christ—not Peter,—is the rock up-
on which the Christian Chureh 'is built.”—¢Feed my
Lambs “feed my sheep,’” means simply this; testify
your love for me, by your concern for the Church—the
lambs and the sheep of Christ.

“Cundar Veragatty " asks four questions, swhich we
answer in the order in which they occur.

1. “Daes the original sin of man lead him to hellas
well as the actual sin?’

Answer.—No body has yet ever been able to say
precisely what oviginal sin is;—and as the, Bible is si-
lent on the subject we mnay infer that!it is al question
about which we need not treuble ourselves.  The Bi-
ble says “sin is a transgression of the Law,” and we
dont read there about any othersin.. We never heard
of any body’s being sentito hell who had not brokeh
God's commands;—and as!'all men have actual sins -
nough to condemn them to hell, we do not think they
need to inquire particularly afier the guilt of their ori-
iginal sins, till the guilt of their actunl sins is remoy-
ed. However,ifa sinnerfeels more concerned about his
original than his aclual sins, let him come to Christ.
Whalever there is of sin about us, be it originalor ac-
tual, he is ready totake it all away: 1 John, 1. % “the
blood of Jesus Chrisi—eleanscth us from all sin.” So
we are without excuse if we dount get quit of «ll si.

2d. “Who is the Creator of the body and soul?””

God claims to be the only Creator. His creative
power is exercised in harmony with laws which he has
establishied;—the human race is perpetuated under the
law of generation; but God isno less their Creator than
he would be if they caine into existence by a simple act
of his divine power, without generation.

3d. “Where will the child of heathen parents go
whether to heaven or hell,—if it ‘dies as soon as it is!
born 2"

We know nothing cerfainly on thisssubject, because
God has revealed nothing. Yet, reasoning from God’s
character as he has made it: known to us, we should
liope that @/l who die in infancy go to heaven. Both
the justice and merey of God would lead us to hope
for this.

The 4th Question is anticipated by the other tliree
and needs no further consideration,

“An Inquirer’” asks: should his futher or mother,
command him to do on the Sabbath that which he
thinks is | wrong, ought lie to do itP— He says the Ro-
man priests say that he cught.=—We say no'one ought
to disobey God's eommands either on the Sabbath or
any other day in order to please his parents. God
must stand first in the affections and obedience of men,
for He is greater than our'parents, and we owe all to

him,—At the same time God commands us fo rever-

| ence and obey our parents, and we should obey them,

except when they command usto do something which
He has forbidden us to do. ) : g
A Peace Maker;" ¢“A lover of Trath;)’ *An Barn-
est Diguirer;™ “P. T—a;> ‘and “A'Protestant’’ avé res
ceived and under consideration. 3 '

CosspirAcy AT CALcuTTA,

A conspiracy against the Government of India has
been detected at Calentta.—If appears from the evi-
dence elicited by a Court, of Engquiry that—a native
officer of the 16th Grenadiers: was visited /in his tent
by two men, who fold him if he would gain over the ve-
giment, he would perform a great worlk for his country
and his faith, and that 10,000,000 Rupecs were provid-
ed to distribute among the soldiers of the 16th Reg-
ment, and that there were 10,000,000 of Rupees tor
each of the other Regiments, and besides, that they
should have two day's plunder of Calcutta.—The na.
tive officer reported the affair to the Colonel of the
Regiment, who encouraged him to learn more of the
views of the conspiratorsby pretending to be friendly to
them. Accordingly other interviews followed between'
him and them and other parties, in which it was stat-,
ed that the Native Rajahs of Bengal all were joined to-
gether toannibilate the Feringhis; that emissaries from
Lahore were in every city in India, and that the Ne-
palese and other Native powers were all in the combi-
nation. ' The Fort was to be seized, and the Govern-
ment tobe administered by a nafive Prince. Every Se-
poy who would assist in the insurrection was promised
a present of 10,000 Rupees. Having obtained this in-
formation of the men, they were on their next visit ar-
rested, and at the same time, Rajah Pertab Chand,
who had been conspicuous in the affair, was put under:
arrest. . Thus it is lioped is this wild but dangerous
conspiracy nipped in the bud, and devoided of its hopes
of plunder und conquest.

Tue Prereyper.—Colombo papers state that the
Pretender who was lately on trial at Kandy has plead -’
ed guilty. 'We have not heard what sentence was pass-
ed upon him; but sappose it mgst be death, which will
doubtless be commuted for transportation for a certain
period.

Daxcrrons Accrpest.—Major Parke was' serious-
ly injured at Colombo by falling on his head while at-
tempting to get out at the back of his carriage as lis
horse was on the run.—He had pulled up at the Li-
brary, and thrown the reins on the horse’s bhack,
but before the horsekeeper got hold of him; the animatk
started off. ; ) :

Tur Itruior,—Coolies are finding their way tow-
ards Kandy, and though not nearly in numbers soffi-
cient for the wants of the planters, yet they are ac-
ceplable enough, = A geod many low country Singa-
lese continue leaving for various estates, all engaged
to pick at 6 pence a bushel; and we learn that these peo-
Jle manage to gather as, much as three bushels a day;
should this be the case they will have no cause to regret,
haying left their villages: - Thousands move could be
employed at the same rate but prejudice and idleness
keep them at home. 'The fact of their eamings, is,
liowever, a reply to those who would represent the
Singalese as powerless in the payment of Taxes —
There can no longer be any doubt that much: Coffun
will ‘be lost from want of hands 4o seenre.if.

Ezvaminer. Nov. 24.
OVERLAN® INTELLIGENCE.

By the last Overland mail intelligence is received from i
rope fa the 24(k Oct. we givea briel summary of intelligence.

GrREAT BRUTATN.—My. Smith O?Brien, tue of the prifiei-
pal leaders of the [rish insurrcetion, has beén found guilty ot
high treason, and sentenced 1o he hung and quartered.—The
Jury accompanied tlieir verdict with a recommendation of mer-
cy, and there is so general and pawerftl aninterest exeited i
favor of the use of the pardoning prerogative on this vceasion .
that it is expected his sentence will be commuted for transpai -
tation.—Epidemic cholera has appeared in different partg of
England. Out of 90 cases returned, ouly 14 had recovered.—.
The Rowan Catholic hierarehy have formally denounced the
intended moticn in Parliament, fora Stale Provision for the
Cathiolic Clergy, as “caleulated (o ereate vast disconten!, o
seven the peaple from thein pasiors, and ultimately to endang-
er catholicity in this country.”? (Ireland.)—The Naval foree
has been reduced seven sails, 138 guns, and 1,355 officers ane
men.—The Revenne Returns exlibit a decreaso of £508,185
on the year, and an increaseof :£772,296 on the quarter.
which is regarded as an indication of the improving prospects
of the country. ‘Lhe Prime Minister of ' England, Lord
Jobhn Rassell, was within anace of being overrun by a rail way
engine, being saved only by the aclivity of a rail way super-
intendent, who seeing liis dangerous position hastily pulled
him away.

France.—The National Assembly continues ils discustions
oli the projected Constitution, which it was thonght wounld be
disposed of in about a fortight, when the election of Prosi-
dent was 10 take place.  The Assémbly had decided that
the clection should be by the suffrages of the people and
not by the Assemb]y.——General Cavaignae, Louis Napoleon
and M. Lamariiie’are the privcipal candidates.—1he senti-
ment of the National Assembly: is so decidedly in favor of
a nmd(j.ralevpnlicy, that the Ministry has: been modified by
the resignation of three members ant the accession of other
three belonging: to the Moderate party. - Fhe new Cabinet,
declare their eanjest wish (o see the Republic lake finm root
in the country; but not (o' be a perpetnal cause of distrust
and uncasiness; and while they have the'strongest desire to al-
leviate the sufferings of the working classes they are deters
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mined to oppose all altempts at anarchy or disorder. A vole
of confidence was proposed which was carried by a majori-
ty of 415.—The socialist and communist banquets have re-
commenced in Paris and in the Provinees, with renewed man -
ifestations of bitterness ‘against the Government, whose alli-
ance with the Moderates and Red Republicans is asserted to
be by the communists a betrayal of the Republic. The autho-
rities have hitherto succeeded in preventing any open out-
break on these occasions, but the toasts and language ulter-
ed by the principal orators aresaid Lo surpassin violence any
thing which has yet occurred at reyolutionary gatberings in
France.

AvusyriA.—A new Revolution has taken place at Vienna the
capital of Austria, and the Emperor has again fled, and thrown
himself into the hands of his Sclavonian subjects, with the in-
lention it s said, of making Prague the centre of his future op-
perations and of encouraging theSclavonian and kindred tribes
10 unite against the Magyars of Hungary and the Germans of
Austria. The Emperor isaccused of having secretly connect-
ed himself with these insurrectionary tribes in order to weak-
en the power of the Revolationary movement in Gerniany.
‘I'be Imperialists and their allies have evacuated the environs
of Vienna, and are endeavouring to effect a junction with the
reinforcements sent to them from Prague, preparatory to a
combined attack upon the capital, and it is expected that the
fate of the Empire will shortly be decided by a great batile
under the walls of Vienna.

IrarLy.—The revolution in Vienna has produced intense cx-
citement in the Austrian Army in Italy. ‘T'he Hungarian and
Croat Regiments unable to control their natural sympathies
for their respective countries have demanded permission to re-
warn, and even the rigid discipline of Marshal Radelski is not
merely unable to restrain their nationality, but finds it (Iitﬁcull‘
1o prevent a collision between them within the precinets of
his own camp.—The king of Sardiuia, burning to retrieve his
late disasters, and dissatisfied with the slow progress of the
Anglo-French mediation, is said to contemplate a renewal of
hostilities, in'the belief that the revolution at Vienna, and the
disorganization of Radetski's army will fayour Lis cause.

Ton1Ax Isnanps.—"The people of these islands have brok-
en oul in insurreclion against the Government, and made an
attack on Lixuri a lown silnated opposite Argostali, the capi-
tal of the island, Tvoops had been sent against them, and an
engagement had taken plaee, in which one soldier and three
msurgents were killed,

PrizeipALITIES oF THE DaNuBE.—The Turkish Gov-
ernment marched 20,000 troops on Bucharest; the Wallachi-
ans confiding in the friendly professions of the Government
felt no mistrust at their approach; but on the arrival of the
troops, the city was sursounided, the principal inhabitants were
arrested and the Turks commenced bombarding the city. The
Wallachians defended themselves with desperaie courage, but
al last were obliged to yield to the superior numbers and poswv-
er of the Turkish troops. Themew constitution which the peo-
ple had proclaimed’ has been abolished and the old order of
things re-establised.

Unirep StaTEs.—The Presidential election was the areat
topicof excitement. Mr. Clay had withdrawn {rom the can-
didateship for the Presidency, and most of his supporters had
Joined the Taylor party.—A greal fire had oceured at Brooklyn
N. Y. 300 buildmgs, including three churches, were consumed.
‘T'he loss is estimaled at from $1,000.000 to $1,500,000.
Giold had 'been discovered in considerable guantitias in the
sands of the river Sacramento in California aud the people in
the neighborhood, had given up all other business, and rushed
«like wad’ in pursait of the glittering treasure.

GOVERNMENT CIRCULAR. >

In our last No. we published copious extracts of the
remarks said to have been addressedby His Excellen-
cy the Governor to the Legislative Council explana-
tory of his views and intentions concerning several of
Ihe late Taxes, and alsoas to the Road Ordinance,
which is soon to be brought into operation throughout
the igland. The following Circular, addressed to the
Pravincial Road Committees, gives a further and more
=xplicit exposition of the views of the Government, in
relation to the aforementioned Taxes, and more parti-
cularly with regard to the Road Ordinance, which it is
of'importance, that not only our readers, but the bulk
ofthe native community should be made to understand.
We therefore publish the Circular entire, with a trans-
fation in Tamil, and hope all into whose hands it may
fall for perusal will make it an object to explain the
cantents thereof to their more ignorant neighbours.

CIBCULAR.
Dolonval Secretary’s Office, Colombo, 16tk
Nov. 1848.
(GENTLEMEN,

[ am directed by The Right Honorable
The Governor to make you acquaainted with
the least possible delay with the resalt of a
vefy important discussion which has taken
placein the Legislative Council, in Committee
on the Bill “to alter in certain respects the
Ordinance No. 8 of the year 1848, and to ex-
tend its operation to the Maintenance of Pub-
lic Tanks and other means of'irrigation,”” which
His Excellency has no doubtthat you will use
your best endeavours to make known through-
out your Province.

Before addressing mysell to the matter of
the Road Ordinance itself, I am to inform you

af'the course whichthe Governorhas announe-
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ed his intention of adopting upon other sub-
jects inwhich the population of the Island take
a lively interest.

His Excellency has intimated his intention
of proposing to the Legislative Council the en-
tive repeal of the Ordinance ‘“to require the
owners of Dogs to take out Licenses for the
same” and “To make provision for the regis-
tration and licensing of certain Traders.”

The object which he proposed to himsellin
the introduction of the first of these measures
was to provide a means of abating a public
nuisance, without having recourse to the ob-
Jjectionable practice of Dog-killing. He has
however found that the measure is not likely
to be attended with the success he had hoped
for; and therefore, as a feeling of dislike to it
has been evinced in some quarters, he has de-
cided on its immediate abandonment.

The Shop Tax, it has been ascertained,; will
not produce any considerable amount of Rey-
enue, while it has been urged that thosé upon
wnom it falls, already contribute for the main-
tenance of the Police and will also be brought
under the operation of the Road Ordinance.

The Governor has also announced his in-
tention of proposing that the Gun Licenses
shall be converted from annual into permanent
Licenses. [t is his firm determination to en-
force a complete registration of all the Fire
Arms in the Country, and he entertains a con-
fident hope that that object will be attained by
the course now proposed. You will of course
understand that all the Licenses which have
been taken out will be held to be permanent.

The Governor thinks that the object of these
concessions, accompanied as he hopes they
will be with a speedy and satisfactory settle-
ment of the long pending question of the man-
agement of the Temples and the Temple
i.ands, cannot be misunderstood. Hebelieves
that the hopelessness of any attempt to resist
the Government by force has been clearly es-
tablished, and that the people will appreciate
that anxiety for their welfare and comfort
which has led him, upon his own responsibili-
ty but with the concurrence of the Executive
Council, to abandon at once measures which
he himself introduced, but of which he now
sees reason to doubt the expediency.

While making these concessions however
His Excellency is firmly determined to carry
out without delay the Ordinance passed last
Session respecting the Roads, which he is sa-
tisfied is calculated in a great degree to con-
duce to the convenicnce and comfort of the
whole community.  And no trouble will be
spared on his part in expediting the comple-
tion of the preliminury arrangements,

These cannot now be completed by the time

originally proposed, and it will be necessary to
make them available in the different Districts
from time to time as circumstances will admit.
But the Governor cannot too positively dis-
countenance any expectation, thatthe people
of a particular Province or District will fAnd
it in their power to evade compliance with the
Ordinance during the ensning year by any wil-
ful resistance or obstruction.

His Excellency looks upon the Ordinance
as one calculated to promote the interests of
toe Nauive population in a far greater degree
than those of Kuropeans, and he hopes by a
brief exposition of the line which the Govern-
ment proposes to take on its first introduction,
to win from the Natives that cordial co-opera-
tion which is indispensable to the succes§ of
this, as of all other measures.

The Ordinance does not enact, that all
Males must either work six days or pay the
Commatation in every year. It simply pro-
vides, that they shall be liable so to do if re-
quired, and if their labour can be beneficially
applied within fhe distance allowed by the
Ordinance. It is not the Governor’s intention
to make a heavy demand for labour for the
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Principal Roads during the first yeai, but to
leavg a Jarge amount, at the disposal of the
Provincial Committecs, to be applied with dijg-
cretion. to the works which the Native popu-
lation will feel more immediately interested in.

It is clear that the labor to be furnished up.
der the Ordinance cannot be made available
to its full extent, either for the Principal or
the Blinor means of communication, without a
certain amount of aid in mouney, to be grantcd
out of the Gencral Revenue, whether for pay-
ment of Superintendents, the purchase of Toolg
or other like purposes. - And youwill not f:j)
to make it known that His Excellency iaténds
to apply to the Legislative Council for a vote
of money to be distributed between the several
Provincial Committees,to be by them expended
in aid ot the operations upon the Minor lines.

It is the Governor’s hope that the Provin.
cial Committees will exercise a sound discre-
tion in the selection of the works to which the
labour at their disposal is to be applied; and
that they will not unduly urge upon the peo-
ple the construction of large Roads in which
they may not at first take a real interest. Ee
looks to the Committees rather to awaken and
keep alive a sense of the benefits which must
ultimately result from improved means ofcom-
munication, to watch for and ascertain tho re-
al wants and wishes of the people and to guide
and control them with a sound discretion,

In conclusion I am to notice the introdue-
tion 1rto the present Bill of the provision for
making the labour available for public Tanks
and Water Courses. The Governor is sensi-
ble that Legislation in a much wore detailed
form wiil be required for placing upon a satis-
factory footing every thing connected with the
important matter of the Grain Cultivation and
his principal object in bringing it forward in
its present shape, is to satisfy the native po-
pulationthat the Government has turned its at.
tention to a matter in which they are so deep-
ly 1uterested. '

You will be supplied with translations of

| this letter, and the Gavernor begs that you

will be good enough to give them an immedi-
ale and general circulation throughout your
Province.
I have the honor to be
Sir,
Your most ohdt. Servant,
W. C. GIBSON,
Asst. Col. Secrelary

'‘RARHEEL ATLAS.

Just published and for sale at the Manipy

Book Depository
A Tamil Atlas consisting ol eleven Litho-
graphie Maps, viz: of ‘P'he World—Jaffna--—
Ceylon —Indin—Asia—Africa—Europe——
North America—South America—and two

Maps of the Countries mentioned in the
Old and New ‘l'estament. - The Maps arc

12by 7 inches and 7 iy 6 inches.
Price —coloured 3s.
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