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 MORNING  STAR

 Jaffna,  February  24th,  1848.
 INJURIOUS.  EFP  OF  READING  ROMANCES.
 Another  eyil  effect  of  novel  reading  is,  thatit  wastes

 and  exhiusts  the  sympathies  of  the  heurt.
 The  theatre  and  tlhe  wine-cup  have  been  justly  cliarg-

 ed  with  entailing  sorrow  on  many  a  hitherto  happy
 family;  butit  is  the  solemn  conviction  of  the  writer  that
 the  novel  comes  in  for  its  full  share  of  pernicious  influ-

 ence.  Follow  that  young  man  who  has  been  lolling
 over  the  fictitious  tale,  behind  the  counter,  or  at  his
 desk,  to  the  domestic  cirele,  and  see  whether  he  meets

 the  glad  steps  of  his  sister  as  in  the  davs  of  his  child-
 hood  he  was  wont;  or  whether  he  returns  to  the  wel-

 come  of  his  mother  with  that  ingenuous  smile  which
 most  gladdens  a  mother’s  heart.  Mark  the  husband
 who  has  sought  recreation  from  the  pages  of  romance,
 and  see  whether  he  entérs  the  home  of  bis  wife  and
 children  with  a  lighter  heart  or  kindlier  greeting.
 Watch  the  mother  who  las  been  forced  to  descend  from

 the  ideal  world  to  the  prosaic  cniployinents  of  the  nee-
 dle,  and  see  whether  hér  heart  seems  in  the  work.  Look

 at  the  daughter  who  is  accustomed  to  trim  the  mid-
 night  lamp  that  she  may  pursue  her  waking  dreams;
 wlry  sits  she  so  languidly  by  her  mother’s  side?  where
 i  l  voice  that  would  haye  made  labour  light,  or
 the  willing  hand  to  assist  in  that  labour?  Alas!  the
 thoughts,  and  affections,  and  sympathies,  whieh  should
 huve  been  consecrated  to  making  a  happy  home,  have
 jeen  wasted  on  nnaginary  sufferings  and  ideal  beauty.
 How  many  a  wife  owes  the  averted  eye,  and  bredless
 manner,  and  discourteous  reply,  that  chill  her  confid-
 ins  heart,to  the  false  sentiments  and  impressions  which

 r  nsband  has  gathered  fvom  the  pages  of  romance!
 The  wife  of  his  youth  is  no  longer  young.  Disease,
 aad  perchance  afilietion,  have  blanched  her  cheek,  and
 thinned  and  silvered  her  loeks;  her  step  is  no  longer
 elastic,  nor  her  form  erect.—  True,  her  heart  beats  with
 an  affection,  if  not  as  romantice,  yet  more  deep  and  a-

 biding/  than  when  she  first  listened  to  his  early  vows;
 hut  the  fountains  of  his  love  have  so  often  flowed  out

 towards  the  creations  of  faney,  that  they  have  begome
 exhausted  and  are  dried  up.—JMother’s  Maguazine.

 THE  TELESCOPE  AND  MICROSCOPE.

 While  the  telescope  enables  us  to  see  a  system  in
 every  star,  the  microscope  unfolds  to  usa  world  in  ev-
 ery  atom.  The  one  instructs  us  that  this  mighty  globe,
 with  the  whole  burthen  ofits  people,  and  its  conntries,

 is  but  a  grain  of  sandin  the  great  field  of  immensity—
 the  other  that  every  atom  may  harbour  the  tribes  and
 families  of  a  busy  population.  The  one  shows  us  the
 insignificance  of  the  world  we  imhabit—tlhe  other  re-
 deems  it  from  its  insignificance,  for  it  tells  us  that  in
 the  leaves/of  every  forest,  in  the  fløwers  of  every  gar-

 den,  in  the  waters  of  every  rivulet,  there  are  worlds

 teeming  with  life,  and  numberless  as  the  stars  of  the
 firmament.  The  one  suggests  to  us  that  above  and  be-

 vond  all  that  is  visible  to  men,  theremay  be  regions  of
 creation  whici  sweep  iinmeasurably  along  and  carry
 the  impress  of  the  Almighty’s  hand  to  the  remotest
 scenes  of  the  n:verse—the  other,  that  within  and  be-
 neath  all  that  minuteness  which  the'sided  eye  of  man
 is  alle'to  explore,  theremay  bea  world  of  invisible  he-
 ings;  and  that,  could  we  draw  aside  the  mysterious
 veil  which  shroudsit  from  our  senses,  we  might  behold
 theatre  of  as  many  wonders  as  astronomy  can  unfold
 —a  universe  within  the  compass  of  a  point,  so  small
 as  to  elude  all  the  powers  of  the  micr  „  but  where
 the  Alnighty  Ruler  of  all  things  finds  room  forthe  ex-
 ercise  of  lis  attributes,  where  he  can  raise  another
 mechanism  of  worlds,  and  fill  and  animate  them  all
 with  evidences  of  his  glory.—Ð7.  Clulmers.

 A  HYPOCRITE  CAUGHT.
 Satan  never  sets  any  nets  of  his  for  hypocrites.  He

 has  them  already  without  that  trouble,  and  has  his  nets
 to  spare  for  other  vietims  that  cannot  be  caught  with-
 outa  net,  He  wouldlike  the  opinion  to  be  üniversal

 that  the  only  hypocrites  there  are,  are  in  the  church.
 Such  a  stigma  on  the  church  would  comfort  him.

 But  hypoerites  can  be  caught  in  other  waters  beside
 those  of  Zion.  We  have  seen  some  of  the  most  fierce

 denunciators  of  hypocrisy,  full  grown  hypocrites  them-
 selves,  Look  at  that  young  man.  He  has  been  one
 of  the  giddiest  who  have  trodden  the  paths  of  folly  and
 sin.  He  has  poured  hot  drops  of  invective  without
 measure  upon  the  church  for  its  hypocrisy:  and  yet  he
 isa  hypocrite  himself?  Verily,  let  us  see.  The  Spirit
 of  God  is  in  that  place.  That  young  man  made  mer-
 ry  of  his  coming,  but  he  was  not  merry  long;  for
 though  he  strove  with  his  might  against  Him,  yet  that
 agent  of  Infinite  love  paid  even  him  a  visit.  «His  laugh-
 ter  was  turned  into  the  drought  of  summe.  He  is  in

 deep  trouble.  His  sins  are  in  sight,  and  God  in  anger
 against  him,  seems  to  be  nigh.  His  soul  is  full  of  sad-
 ness  Shall  any  mortal  know  it?  Not  if  he  can  help  it.

 How  can  he  help  it?  By  being  2  hypocrite!  He  can,  and
 dares  to  ascribe’  his  visible  sadness  to  some  other  than
 the  realcause.  Ie  takes  every  opportunity  to  mislead
 others  about  the  state  of  his  mind.  He  will  throw  hasti-

 ly  dawn  the  book  or  tract,  that  a  terrified  conscience

 bade  him  read,  if  any  une  approaches.  He'will  brush
 quickly  away  the  tear  that  the  anguish  of  his  heart  had
 caused  to  steal  down  his  cheek,  and  foree  an  appear-
 ance  of  gaiety  upon  a  countenanee  just  now  the  pic-
 ture  of  woe.  He  pretends  to’  what  is  not  true—viz:
 quietness  of  mimd  and  unconcern  about  religioni.

 Have  we  not  caught  a  hypoerite?  And  that  too  out
 of  the  church?  And  the  same  hook  that  caught  that
 hypocrite,  caught  one  ofthe  sharpest  reprovers  of  liypo-
 erisy  that  ever  sent  fiery  darts  into  Zion;  for  they  are
 one  and  the  same  persou!

 Were  we  to  put  the  number  of  hypocrites  out  of  ihe
 church  over  against  the  number  in  2t,  we  think  seoffers
 at  Zion  would  see  occasion  to  be  a  little  more  merciful,

 Accusèrs  of  Zion’s  hypocrisy  are  quite  often  most  beau-
 tiful  specimens  of  the  same  article  themselves-Selected.

 Hınron  remarks,  “I  observe  in  my  mind  a  sinful
 anxiety  to  preach  well,  rather  than  a  holy  desire  to
 preach  usefully.”

 THE  END  OF  RANK  AND  STATION.
 What  will  be  our  end?  Let  usnoteyade  the  inquiry,

 for  why  should  we  be  enemies  to  ourselves?  la  the
 end,  station,  and  standing,  aud  acqüuiremenis,  and
 worldly  reputation,  will  avail  us  nothing—for  God  is
 no  respecter  of  persons.  Ín  the  end,  the  great  will  be
 Jittlë  in  their  own  eyes,  and  heroes  will  be  things  of
 small  concern.  Czars  and  Cesars  will  be  reft  of  their
 tiaras,  and  emperors  andkings  willbe  lighty  esteemed.
 The  Diveses  of  all  nations'will  be'stripped  of  their  pur- Ppedo  pi
 ple,  and  lowly  Lazaruses  cladin  goodly  rainient.  ‘Phe
 humblé  in  heart  will  then  be  exalted,  and  the  proud  in N  £  :  tJ  l
 spirit  -will  be  brought  low.  Death  is  a  sad  leveller,  for
 he  steals  from  the  monarch  his  crown,  from  the  bishop h  a  i  s  )  £  L
 his  mitre,  from  the  soldier  his  scarlet  coat  ant  ilt  e-
 paulettes,  trom  the  scholar  his  books,  and  from  the
 miser  his  money-bags.  The  judgment  day  will  make
 the  mighty  mean,  bring  down  the  haughty  look,  afflict
 the  eruel,  unmask  deceit,  and  make  oppression  trem-
 ble.  What  then  is  our  hope?  and  what  wiil  be  our  end?

 RELIGIOUS  STATE  OF  İTALY.

 [Testimony  of  the  Rev.  Giacinto  Achilli,  D.  D.  late
 professor  of  Theology  at  Rome  and  at  Naples  |

 [Dr.  A.  while  actually  holding  a  responsible  and  high
 office  in  the  Pope's  Court  (that  of  Vicario  del  Maestro

 del,  Sacro  Palazza  Apostotico)  was  led  by  the  Spirit  of
 the  Lord  to  search  the  Scriptures,  and  tliere  found  that

 Saviour  whose  blessed  Gospel  he  now  longs  to  make

 known  to  his  benighted  countrymen.]

 “Ttaly  pants  to'sħake  off  Popery.  Amongstall  or-
 ders  and  classes  there  are  multitudes  whocare  nolong-
 er  for  confession,  go  no  more  to  mass,  laugh  at  indul-

 gences,  and  make  a  jest  of  excommuaication;  and  the
 priest  who  attempts  to  urge  these  observances  upon
 them  is  openly  shunped.  All  this  shows  us  that  the
 Popery  of  Italy  is  confined  to  few.  No,  dear  brethren,
 all  Italians  are  not  Päpists,/  all  the  priests  and  monks
 in  Italy  are  not  Papists,  all  the  bishops  and  cardinars
 are  not  Papists.  The  doetrines  of  Rome  are  losing
 followers  day  after  day  —But  how  fares  Cbristianity
 among  them?’  Alas!  with  few  exceptions,  men  who
 liave  seen  Popery  and  Christianity  so  intimately  con-
 nected  with  one  another,  hayenot  spiritnal  discernment
 enough  to  separate  the  one  from  the  other,  and  with
 the  falschoods  of  Rome,  they  reject  the  sublimest  traths

 of  Christianity.  Where  Popery  fails  tomsake  dupes  she
 makes  infidels.  Italy  is  füll  of  men  who,  cersing  to
 believe  in  the  Romish  dogmas,  have  ceased  to  believe
 in  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ!

 Andone  main  eause  of  this  state  of  things  is,  their

 ignorance  of  the  Holy  Scripture.  The  Bible  is  practi-
 cally  prohibited  in  Italy,  except  in  Latin.  The  trans-
 latiòn  by  Martine,  is  indeed  allowed  to  some;  but  what
 with  notes,  the  restrictions  on  free  judgment,  and

 the  necessity  of  layimg  bare  every  idea  of  the  mind  be-
 fore  a  confessor  for  his  approval,  the  permission  to  read

 it  becomes  merely  nominal,  and  to  women  it  is  almost

 wholly  fortidden.  Martine’s  translation,  moreover  18
 from  the  Latin,  and  not  from  the  original,  and  favors
 all  that  Rome  would  teach;  Diodate’s  more  correct
 translation,  and  indeed  all  Bibles  printed  out  of  Italy,
 are  absolutely  prohibited.  They  are  stopped  by  the  cus-
 tom-house,  and  in  some  places  are  burnt,  and  in  others
 rooms  ate  filled  with  confiscated  Bibles.”

 Mısstoxs  18N  Inpra—I  speak  the  words.  of  truth  and

 soberness,  when  I  say  that  the  Gospel  is  making
 a  steady  progress  in  India,  and  most  especially  in  Tin-
 nevelly;  and  that  though  man  may  doubtless  hasten,
 he  cannot  possibly  stop  it.  Í  am  fully  aware  of  the  im-

 port  of  my  words,  when  Y  declare  my  pefsuasion  that
 there  is  among  the  native  Christians  of  India  a  faith  as
 sound,  a  hope  as  certain,  and  a  charity  as  real  and  a-
 biding,  as  can  be  found  iu  the  most  favored  Christian
 land;  and  I  wish  from  my  heart  that  the  Gospel  were

 as  precious  to  all  professing  Christians:  among  our-
 selves,  as  it  is  to  liundredsof  those  poor  and  too-often

 despised  men,  who  have  been  called,  by  Gods  grace
 aiding  the  labours  of  our  missionary  clergy,  out  of  the
 darkness  of  paganism  to  his  marvellous  light.—BisÄop
 of  Madras.

 "THE  ATE  QOVERNUR  GENERAL  OF  INDrA—LORD
 HARDINGE.

 No  viceroy  of  India  has  retired  with  such  universal
 applause.  ‘Ple  Lord  oflords  has  abundantly  prosper-
 ed  his  government  of  this  great  empire,  for  nearly  four
 years.  Its  vory  existence,  seemed  at  one  fime  to  be  in
 jeopardy,  and  to  tremble  in  the  scales—of  defeat  or
 victory—on  the  banks  of  the  Sutledge;  but  the  God  of
 batiles  gave  him  the  victory,  and  in  three  short  months
 the  war  was  ended.  The  power  of  the  only  nation
 which  could  oppose  itself,  with  any  prospect  of  success,
 to  British  sway,  was  entirely  broken;  and  India,  from
 the  Himmalaya  tothe  ocean,  reposed  in  peace  without
 an  enemy.

 Phe  warriar-statesman  then  apain  turned  his  atten-
 tion  to  those  arts  of  peace,  with  which  he  had  begun
 his  rule;  and  which  hid  been  so  roughly  interrupted.
 His  celebrated  Educational  minute—reduction  of  the
 salt  tax—remoyval  of  transit-duties—commencement

 of  the  great  Ganges  Canal—enecouragement  of  Rail-
 roads—prohibition  of  Sunday  labour  on  publie  works-
 suppression  of  Suttee  and  Infanticide,  and  child-steal-
 ing,  ih  the)  Punjaub,  Gwalior,  &c.,  and  partially;  of
 human  sacrifices  among  the  Khonds,  show  that  this
 truly  favored  manis  alike  great  in  peace  and  war;  and
 the  laurels  of  peace  how  much  more  enduring  and  frag-
 rant!  May  the  wearing  of  them,  only  lead  him  to  long
 fov  those  never  fading  wreaths  of  victory,  which  shall
 ba  given  to  all  who  oyercome  the  world  and  sin,  by
 the  blood  of  the  Lamb.—  Madras  Chris.  Ins.  k

 Tir  New  GovnaNon  GanNERAn  or  INDIA.

 The  New  Sovernot  General,  the  Barl  of  Dalhousie,  ac-
 compamed  by  Bady  Dulhousie,  daughter  ofthe  Marquis
 and  Marchioness  of  Tweeddale,  was  received  at  Mad-
 ras  with  military  honours,  and  heartily  welcomed,  not
 only  by  his  noble  relatives,  but  by  themembers  ofboth
 services,  and  all  elasses  of  the  population,  In  the  ccurse

 of  his  short  stay  of  three  days,  the  Barl  held  a  levee,
 whieh  was  very  numerously  attended.  He  appears

 oecupied  by  any  one  whohad  not  seen  more  years;  but
 his  pleasing  countenance  indicates  talent,  and,  with
 much  benevolence,  expresses  also  decision.  He  enters
 on  his.  important  office  under  auspices  the  most  favor-
 able,  and  our  prayer  is,  that  he  may  indeed  be  blessed,
 and  be  a  blessing  —Madras  Chr.  Ins.

 THE  LATE  GOVERNOR  OF  MAnRAs.—On  the  retire-
 ment  of  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale  from  the  Governor
 ship  ofthe  MadrasPresideney,a  public  meeting  washeld
 at  the  College  Hall  at  which  about  two  hundred  gen-
 tlemen  were  present,  when  a  subscription  of  more  than
 16,000  Rps.  was  raised  as  a  testimonial  of  the  esteem
 in  which  he  was  held:—This  is  quite  an  interesting
 appendix  to  the  violent  abuse  that  has  latterly  been
 heaped  upon  him  by  a  portion  of  the  commünity.

 A  Goop  RESOLUTION.

 A  missionary  was  travelling  in  the  State  of  Ken-
 tueky,  not  long  since,  in  the  town  of  G——  ha  stop-
 ped  to'  preach  to  the  people  about  the  condition  of  the
 heathen.  There  was  one  gentleman  there  who  seem-
 ed  to  listen  with  deep  attention.  You  might  see  from
 his  very  countenance  that  he  felt  deeply  interested  in
 the  subjeet.  As  the  missionary  described  the  deplora-
 ble  state  of  the  haathon,  you  might  see  Him  feteh  a
 deep  ‚and  now  and  then,  a  big  tear  would  come
 rolling  down  over  his  manly  cheek.

 The.  missionary  told  them  what  the  children  im  some
 places  were  doing  for  the  missionary  cause;  that  sorme
 were  even  denying  themselyes  coffee  and  sugar,  and
 such  things,  in  order  to  have  something  to  give.  This
 gentleman,  hearing  this  dropped  his  head  fora  moment,
 and  seemed  lostin  thought.  Direetly  he  plucked  some-
 thing  from  his  mouth,  and  cast  it  under  tlie  stove,
 which  stood  near  to  him.  At  the  close  of  the  service
 he  came  up,  and  cast  down  a  five  dollar  bill  upon  the
 table.  “There,”  said  he,  ‘is  my  tobacco  money.  If
 the  children  can  deny  themselves  coffe,  tea  and  sügar
 før  the  sake  of  the  heathen,  Lam  resoved  to  spend  no
 move  för  tobacco  From  this  hour  I  am  determined
 never  to  taste  it.  I  threw  outa  quid  wliile  yow  were
 speaking;  and  that,  I  intend,  shall  be  my  last.)

 Nsw  ANAESTHETIC  AÄGIENT.—A  new  agent  to  pro-
 duce  insensibility  to/pain  las  been  discovered—called
 Chloroform.  The  substance  is  manufactured  at  Cal-
 cutta,  and  has  been  used  there  in  several  instances  with

 complete  suceess.—Jannary  19,  Dr.  Fitzpatrick  extrac-
 ted  six  teeth  from  a  European  patient  at  one  sitting
 without  his  being  conscious  of  the  slightest  pain.  On
 the  13th,  Dr.  Edlin  tested  its  efficaey  on  a  native  wo-
 man.  About  six  drops  of  the  chloroform  were  sprink-
 led  on  a-  handkerchief  which  was  applied  to  tlie  nose
 and  mouth  with  immediate  effect,  and  the,  woman's
 tooth  was  extracted  without  het  being  conscious  of  any

 pain.—The  next  day  the  operation  of  Lithotomy  was
 performed  by  Dr.  O'Shaughnessy  on  a  patient  of  25
 years  of  age  who  did  not  exhibit  a  single  expression  of
 suffering  during  the  operation.—We  have  seen  a  no-
 tice  of  the  application  of  Chloro  form  to  a  furious  liorse,
 which  almost  imniediately  reduced  him  to  a  state  of
 insensibility.
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 B  Sunn  e  MORNING  STAR.
 WE;

 SrATE  OF  THE  CononNy—PoBure  Meets  —We
 are  plad  to  learn  that  the  merchants  and  planters  are
 awake  to  the  peril  of  the  present  position  of  the  coun-
 try;  and  that  in  the  absence  ofa  Council,  duly  repre-
 senting  their  opinious,  they  intend  holding  a  public
 meeting  to  consider  the  burdens  that  press  on  the  Co-
 lony  and  retard  its  prosperity,  and  to  suggest  means
 for  their  removal.  We  believeastrong  and  determined
 protest  will  be  made  against  the  £24,000  abstracted  for
 the  payment  of  soldiery  whom  we  do  not  need,  and  a
 searching  inquiry  instituted  into  the  offices  included  in
 our  enormous  “Fixed  Establishment.”  —  Obs.  Feb.  17.

 Tss  New  STAP  ORDINANCE  is  passed  intoa  law
 and  is  to  come  into  operation  on  the  first  of  June.—
 We  will  publish  some  of  its  provisions  hereafter.

 APprorTMENTs.—  The  Hon.  P.  B.  Wodehouse  is  ap-
 pointed  acting  Auditor  General  during  the  absence  of
 Mr.  MacCarthy.—Mr.  Templer  is  toreturn  to  his  duty
 as  Treasurer.

 PocreT  CALEnNDAR.—A  friend  having  furnished  us
 with  a  copy  of  a  Calendar,  remarkably  unique  and  con-
 cise,  we  sendit  out  in  English  and  Tamil  with  this  issue
 of  our  paper,  for  the  benefit  of  our  Subscribers.

 VısıT  OF  THE  ÜOLONIAL  SECRETARY.—We  under-
 stand  that  the  Colonial  Secretary,  accompanied  by  Ma-
 jor  Skinner,  is  expected  to  visit  Jaffna  in  the  course  of
 the  next  month.

 ATEEGEÐ  DEFALCATION  Ai  THR  TREASURY.

 Again  we  have  the  unpleasant  duty  to  speak  of  defi-
 ciencies  in  the  Publie  Cash  Chest.  we  say  unpleasant
 because  thereby  suspicion  has  been  cast  upon  a  man
 whose  character  has  been  hitherto  considered  irre-

 proachable.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Templer  who  has  been
 absent  on  leave  is  about  to  resume  his  duties  as  Treas-

 urev;  a  circumstance  whieh  makesit  necessary  accord-
 ing  to  the  custom  usually  adopted,  that  a  committee  of
 Gentlemen  should  personally  count  and  enumerate  the
 specie,  stamps,  and  notes  about  to  be  delivered  over  in
 eharge  to  the  incoming  officer.  The  parties  engaged
 to  make  the  enumeration,  had  their  attention  called
 to  an  irregularity  in  the  apparent  size  of  the  Bags,
 which  were  all  supposed  to  contain  the  same  sum,  viz:
 £200,  and  upon  counting  the  specie  a  deficiency  of  a-
 bout  £2000  altogether  was  found  minus  in  the  Cash
 Balance.  These  startling  circumstances  have  caused
 suspicions  to  fall  upon  Goms  Moodr.  head  Clerk  in
 the  Establishment,  who  is  at  present  confined  to  his
 own  house  under  charge  of  the  Police.  Itis  reported
 that  though  a  deficiency  has  been  found  in  some  Bags,
 the  amount  will  be  fully  made  up  by  the  overplus  con-
 tained  iv  others,  and  we  sincerely  hope  it  may  be  the
 case.  Gomes  Moodelliar  is  aman  of  whom  we  might  say
 ‘that  the  King  delighted  to  honour.”  He  has  main-
 tained  a  high  character  with  a  succession  of  superiors
 during  a  long  course  of  years.  For  the  sake  of  the  small
 amount  of  confidence  which  we  are  necessitated  to  place

 in  natiyeemployees  we  hope  he  may  be  found  innocent.
 Ff  on  the  contrary  he  is'found  to  have  succumbed  to
 temptation,  we  ask  in  whom  of  his  complexion  are  we
 to  put  trust  in  tuture?—ÆEzaminer,  Feb.  16.

 JURORS”  LISTS  TO  BE  CANCELLED

 The  Gazettee  of  Saturday  publishes  a  proclamation
 under  the  ordinance  19,  of  1844,  to  cancel  the  lists  of
 Jurors  and  Assessors  for  the  District  of  Jaffna  who

 speak  the  English  language,  which  lists  are  found  to
 be  defective;  and  ordering  an  amended  List  to  be  pre-
 pared  forthwith  by  the  Govt.  Agent  of  the  Northern
 Province.  We  would  suggest  the  adoption  of  the  same
 course  with  respect  to  the  lists  for  the  Colombo  Dis-
 trict,  which  are  reported  to  be  in  the  same  condition
 as  those  of  Jaffna:—?bid.

 WEATHER  IN  THE  INTERIOR.

 Our  letters  from  the  interior  represent  the  weather
 to  have  undergone  a  change  during  the  past  week
 highly  favorable  for  the  Estates,  especially  for  such  as
 had  been  yielding  heayy  crops.  Steady  rain  appears  to
 haye  fallen  for  three  or  four  days  throughout  the  whole
 of  the  Central  Province,  much  to  the  relief  of  those
 whose  plantations  were  in  want  of  moisture,  and  of
 course  to  the  annoyance  of  sueh  as  had  still  large  crops
 tomovedown  to  Kandy.  Generally  speaking  the  coffee
 erops  have  fallen  short  of  the  estimates,  and  though
 we  may  safely  say  that  the  quality  is  of  unexception-
 able  character,  the  shipments  of  the  year  must  be  short
 of  those  of  1847.

 Bandy-hireis  rising  in  Kandy  in  consequence  of  the
 continued  short  supply  of  carts  and  the  anxiety  mani-
 fested  on  all  sides  to  push  down  crops  to  Colombo;  the
 Tast  quotation  per  ewt,  was  2s.  6d.  and  it  is  expected  to
 go  still  higher.  Therate  also  on  the  Matelle  road  was
 rising  and  not  likely  to  be  kept  down.-Exzaminer,  Feb-
 ruary  16.

 Rev.  Jizs  R.  Ecrarp.—American  papers  lately
 received,  mention  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Eckard,  for-
 erly  of  the  American  Ceylon  Mission,  to  the  Secre-
 taryship  of  the  Central  American  Education’  Society,
 and  his  acceptance  of  the  same.  The  seat  of  the  Office
 is  at  Philadelphia

 Wonrsy  Exampne.—Messrs.  Talbot,  Olyphant  and
 Co.  of  New  York,  have,  within  the  last  twenty  years
 given  free  passages  to  missionaries,  which,  at  the  ordin-
 ary  charges  would  baye  amounted  to  about  $16,000.

 LAMB-LIKE  RESIGNATION.
 Charles  Lamb,  when  reminded'by  his  sister  of  the

 days  when  they  were  poor,  and  capable  of  enjoying  a
 very  little  treat  with  the  keenest  relish,  so  different
 from  the  days  when  they  were  rich,  stately  and  dull,
 said:  “Well,  Bridget,  since  we  are  in  easy  circumstan-
 ces,  we  must  just  endeavor  to  put  up  with  it.

 SESSIONS  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT.
 ‘Tlie  first  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  year  1848

 were  opened  at  Jaffna  on  Thesday  the  25th  ult.  before  the
 Hon.  James  Starke,  Esg.  acting  Senior  Puisne  Justice.

 Robert  W.  Langslow,  Esq.  Deputy  Queen’s  Adyoeate,  cou-
 ducted  the  prosecution  and  ©.  G  Koek,  Esq.  the  defence.

 There  were  altogether  18  cases  in  the  Calendar,  of  which
 14  were  tried  and  4  postponed.  á  2

 No.  1.  Forgery  case  from,  Batticalae,  in  which  3  prisoners
 were  implicated.  2  of  thein  were  acquitted  and  1  convicted
 and  sentenced  to  3  years’  imprisonment  at  hard  labour.

 No.  2.  Assault.  4  prisoners,-postppned.
 No.  3.  Robbery,  assault  and  earcutting  fromChavagacherry.

 —6  prisoners,  all  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  transported  for
 life  and  4  of  them  to  receive  each  50  lashes.

 No.  4.  Robbery  and  earcutting,  from  Chavagacherry.—7
 prisoners,  all  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  transported  for  life
 and  2  of  them  to  receive  50  lashes  each.  .

 The  prisoners  mentioned  in  No.  3  and  4,  being  old  offenders,
 the  Court  found  it  necessary  to  award  such  severe  punishment to  them.  :  d
 No.5.  Assault  and  eareuttimng  from  Chavagacherry.-4  prison-

 ers,  all  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  transported  for  7  years
 beyond  seas;  and  1of  them  to  reċeive  50  lashes.  f

 No.  6  Calle  stealing  from  Pt.  Pedro.-1  prisoner,  tried  and acquitted,  h  e
 No.  7.  Arson  from  Pt.  Pedro.-6  prisoners,  tried  and  acquit-

 ted;

 No.  8.  Forgery  from  Jaffna.-1  prisoner,  tried  and  acquitted.
 No.  9.  Violent  assault  from  Jaffna.—3  prisoners,-  of  them

 sentenced  to  be  banished  for  7  years  andl  tlie  other  to  3  year’s
 imprisonment  al  hard  labour  in  chains.  ,

 No.  10.  Caıtle  stealing.—6  prisoners,-acquitted.
 No.  11.  Assault  and  wounding.—!1  prisoner,  convicted  and

 sentenced  to  3  years’  imprisonment  at  hard  labour.  '
 No.  12.  Murder  from  Jaffiia.—--prisoner,  tried  and  acquitted,
 No.  13.  Assault  from  Trincomalie.—1  prisoner,  convieted  and

 sentenced  to  3  years’  imprisonmen:  at  hard  labour.
 No.  14.  Robbery  from  Batticaloe.—3  priseners,-postponed.
 No.  15.  Wilful  murder  from  ‘Trincomalie.—!  prisoner  of

 Mohammedan  persuasion,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hung
 at  Trineomalie  on  the  13ih  proximo.  á

 No.  16.  Burglary  and  robbery-from  Batticaloe.-1  prisoner,
 postponed.

 No.  17.  Burglary  and  robbery.—7  prisoners,-postpoued.
 No.  18.  Assault  and  wounding  fromClavagachery.—9  pri-

 soners,-tried  and  acquitted.

 DEAR  STAR,

 You  will  highly  oblige  the  undersigned  and  many  of
 your  readers  by  giving  an  early  insertion  tothe  follow-
 ing.

 İt  is  the  remark  of  many  Astronomers  that  as  the
 elements  of  the  Comets  of  1264  and  1556  are  nearly
 the  same,  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  is  one  and  the
 same.  Ifthe  assertion  be  true  it  ought  to  appear  this
 year,  and  therefore  I  wish  to  know  what  is  the  posi-
 tion  of  the  comet  of  1556  now,  from  one  of  your
 readers.

 Jaffna,  Q
 January  1848.  $

 Yours  truly
 A  YounG  ASTRONOMER,

 [Communicated]

 The  heart  isa  soil  in  wliich  every  ill  weed  will  take  root
 and  spread  itself.  ‘Phere  the  thorns  of  worldly  cere,  and
 the  thistles  of  worldly  vanity  will  grow  andflourish.  As  the
 husbandman  watches  his  land,  so  should  the  Christian  search
 and  examine  his  heart,  that  hemay  cast  out  of  it  all  those  un-
 profitable  weeds  and  roots  of  bitterness  whieh  will  naturally
 get  possession  -of  it.  If  ihis  work  is  righily  performed,  the
 soil  will  be  ready  for  the  good  seed  of  the  word  of  God,  which
 will  spring  up  and  prosper  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace,
 as  the  corn  groweth  by  a  blessing  of  rain  aid  sunshine  from
 the  heaven  above.  “Universal  iguoraree  or  infinite  error  will
 overspread  the  mind,  whichis  utterly  neglected  and  lies  with-
 out  any  cultivation.”

 [For  the  Morning  Star]
 DRUNKARDS”  PUNISHMENT.

 We  are  not  surprised  to  higar  about  the  ripened  fruits  of  in-
 temperance  reaped  by  twenty  men.  The  great  disorders  of
 the  Bazar  at  Chunnagam,  are  at  length  ceased.  The  case
 in  which  I  like  to  write  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the
 votaries  of  drunkenness  opens  to  every  one  an  extensivefield
 to  labour  by  the  pen  day  by  day,  for  the  sake  of  ameliorating
 the  condition  of  our  countrymen.  Every  one  who  reads  about
 this  subject  will  see  that  the  efforts  of  pious  missionaries,  though

 ineffably  great  are  very  far  from  that  part  of  the  people  who  gave

 themselves  to  exhilirating  liquors.  The  Government,  though
 it  countenances  and  supports  the  sale  of  these  commodities
 within  limits  yet  itis  also  very  far  from  countenaneing  those
 who  overleap  these  boundaries  and  give  themselves  a  prey  to
 vice.  Some  days  ago  there  were  about  2  dozen  tipplers  join-
 ed'together  very  closely  and  visited  a  tavern  near  the  Bazar
 at  Chunagam  daily;  and  after  their  .tippling,  it  was.usual  for
 them  allitò  march  to  the  marketand  throw  all  persons  that  trade
 in  it  into  great  confusion.

 The  bazar  was  filled  with  scurrilous  language-quarrels  and
 several  other  kinds  of  wickedness.  Many  of  these  used  to
 steal  from  the  venders,  plunder  openly,sprinkle  the  peoplewith
 these  fetid  liquors  and  tattle.  'Phese  traders  endeavoured  to
 produce  complaints  against  them  but  without  any  suecess;  and

 several  of  them,though  beins  deprived  of  their  goods.  pouder.
 ed  about  the  difficulties  of  their  appearing  in  the  court  at;  j-
 pointed  days  and  the  losses  they  shall  sustain,  if  tliey  '
 made  any  litigation,  declined  from  bringing  any  suits  a
 these  offenders  and  were  content  to  suffer  (rather  than  goin
 to  justice  where  their  canses  are  delayed.)  Many  di  liesa
 wretehes  foamed,  vomited  and'sometimös,  lay  stretched  inthe
 streets  without  any  sense,  almost  as  dead.  Ail  these  tli
 were  made  knowin  to  the  Police  Vedahns  of  that  village,  who
 produced  an  action  against  these  men,  The  Police  Vedalns
 were  vigilant  in  this  as  well  as  in  many  others.  The  Police
 Court  after  examining  many  witnesses  on  the  side  of  tle  defer
 dants  found  them  accused  by  their  own  witnesses  respectively

 Therefore,  he  pronounced  a  sentence  upon  the  head  of  Every
 oue,  in  proportion  to  his  crime,  to  be  confined  in  tlie  prison
 witli  hard  labour  from  ene  to  five  weeks;  and  topay  a  secur.
 ty  of  twe  pounds  each  for  three  months.  from  the  time  of  his

 release.  Look  at  tbis  minately!  what  is  the  state  of  these
 drimkards?  They  have  families  and  children,  and  many  of

 them,  parents.  Whatare  the  distresses  they  undergo  in  pri.
 son?  To  what  state  have  they  reduced  the  condition  of  those
 that  wait  upon  their  prosperity  and  adversity?

 Ft  is  impossible  to  view  the  melancholy  scenes  of  tlieir  fami.
 lies  and  children  when  the  sentence  of  theimprisonment  of  theis
 husbands  and  fathers  was  heard.  How  miserable  it  is  for  4
 child  to  live  being  separated  from  the  tender  arms  of  his  fath-
 er!  How  troublesome  itis  for  a  wife  to  manage  the  affairs  of
 the  household  when  it  is  entirely  devolved  on  her  head!  And
 more  than  all  these,  what  added  to  their  misfortune,  was,  as
 some  of  them  expressed  afterwards,  hard  Jabour  and  tlhe  call
 for  spirituous  liquors  at  stated  times.  As  this  is  the  first  time  in

 which  several  persons  were  convicted  for  theirintemperanceand
 wicked  course  of  conduct,weare  bound  to  remember  with  grate-

 fulness,  the  Police  Judge  and  the  headmen  for  their  sagacity
 in  finding  the  great  root  which  gives  growth  to  a  poisonous
 tree  filled  with  a  great  part  of  the  evil  which  preva:ls  in  this

 land  and  punishing  them  as  a  reprimand  for  others.
 If  this  vice  which  is  so  hated,  strikes  root  deeply  in  the  hean

 of  the  nation  andis  not  encountered  by  all  influential  men,  itis
 nothing,  but  allowing  the  clouds  of  intemperance  to  over
 the  land  and  to  hide  the  beams  of  the  rising  sun  of  civilization

 from  the  sight  of  our  land.  We  know  very  well,  that  the  eir-
 cumspection,  discernment,  and  inquiries  ofa  judge  joined  wil
 his  subordinates,  will  do  more  good  to  the  prosperity  of  a  na-
 tion.  Therefore,  we  should  always  be  cireumspecet  to  find  out
 those  vices  which  are  injurious  to  society  and  to  remove
 them  with  our  utmost  ability  aud  the  combined  powers  of  these

 influential  men.  He  who  has  caution  and  prudence,  will  try
 to  avoid  all  evils  which  bave  bot  a  temporary  gratification  and
 an  infinite  degree  of  unhappiness.  Itis  manifest  that  the  im-
 prisonment  o!  so  many  persons  was  the  effect  of  using  strong
 drink  beyond  the  limits  of  government.  ‘The  market  whici
 was  formerly  a  tamultuous  and  quarrelsome  assembly,  has,
 now  by  the  serntiny  and  diligence  of  the  Palice  judge  in
 punishing  those  offenders  become  quiet  and  peaceable.
 have  every  ground  to  believe  that  all  the  disasters  which  hap-
 pen  through  intemperance,  will,  if  they  were  brought  before
 the  publie,  arresi  the  attention  of  many  a  friend  of  temperance

 and  reuse  them  to  exereise  their  power  to  interrupt  it  at  the  be-

 ginnmg.  With  this,  1  conclude  my  address  hoping  it  will  be
 good  to  sel  forth  systematically  on  the  subjeet  of  intemperance:
 in  the  following  ntmbers,  so  tliat  it  may  awaken  feelings  on  ti-

 Heart  of  every  individual,  for  the  extirpation  of  this  evil,  entirec Jy  from  the  land.  H:  A.  W.
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 TO  CORRESPONDENTS.

 «C,  Arumugaver’s”  letter  is  received,  and  will  appes
 No.  Also  “A  Speċtator.”

 THE  INDIA

 TEMPERANCE  ALMANAC
 For  1848 `  R  aaa  tved

 which  has  passed  into  a  second  edition  is  just  receive,
 and  is  now  offered  for  sale  at  the  Manepy  Depository  —

 Price  6  pence  a  copy.  t
 “Ti  is  very  neatly  printed  and  contains  not  only  W

 usual  astronomical  calculations  and  some  valuable  ti
 bles  of  continental  weights  and  measures,  pay,  postas“
 and  expense  of  different  drinking  rates,  but  thèrty  y
 es  of  interesting  tales  and  extracts,  which  would
 long  since  have  been  thought  cheap  atthe  priee  °
 whole  pamphet.’”
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