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~ MORNING STAR,
~ Jaffna, May 25th, 848,

THE MAHOGANY TREE.

[n our last No. we published an interesting notice of
the Swietenia Mahogont, whose timber is so justly cele-
prated, as an article of commerce and for its use for ca-
binet manufacture.

As a useful record in the history of the tree,
and as embodying useful and interesting information
for many of our readers, we subjoin some further no-
tices with which we have been kindly fayored, of the
introduction and growth of the tree in India and Cey-
01,
l,bf the character and growth of this tree in Bengal,
we find the following notice in a letter from the SL}-
perintendent of the Honourable Gompany’s Botanic
Garden at Caleutta, inserted in the proceedings of the
Madras Agri-Horticultural Society fur 1839. Says the
writer: I cannof refrain from observing, in this place,
{lat Makogany is a-much quicker growing tree in this
country: than Teal, and that its wood is equally good
with that from St. Domingo, circumstances which de-
wrve the'most serious attention, and recommend the
climate as péculiarly suited to the cultivation, on an
cxtensive scale, of that most valuable tree ™

When this tree was first introduced into Ceylon is
wt known. The only tree of this species in other pirts
of the island, of which we haveany information,is that
in the Botanic Garden at Paradenia. This is said to be
ot considerable size,but has not yet produced seed. The
tree was first introduced into this part of the island in
1842, Young plants were sent to Jaffna in o glass
wse, on the application, we believe, of the Govern-
nent Agent, from the Botanie Garden at Caleutty, and
arrived heve in'a healthy state. Soon after their re-
weption, twelve of them were planted out i the Cuteh-
ery grounds, where they at present remaii. Eight or

more of these are very equul in size, and from recent |

wmeasurement are found to he
In height—18 and a half feet
Circumference—1 foot from the gronnd, 8 inch.
Do. 4 feet trom the ground, 7 inch.

They are planted in rather open ground and stand
%or 30 feet each from any other frees, and conse-
quently have not been drawn up unnaturally by the
influence of the light. They bave enjoyed the advan-
tage of being regularly watered and of having the soil
oceasionally loosened ahout their roots.

Besides these plants, Mr. Dyke received from the
same source in 1846, a quantity of seed, from which
were raised some hundreds of young plants, which he
endeayoured to distribute about the Provinee through
therespectable natives who visited the Cutchery. Some
of them were taken by natives and about adozen were
planted out at Malletivo; but the greater part were left,
and died on his hands. Those that were planted out,
are now from 3 to 5 feet hich. We are told that the
trees, when once established, appear to do well without
being watere(, and from the little observation we have
made of a few trees growing in the Mission Premises,
at Manepy, we think they thrive remarkably well with-
ont attention.

It will be interesting to know how many years are
required to mature the tree growing in Ceylon, and
what quality of timber may be here produced from it.
We see no reason why it should not thrive here as well
asin Bengal. The sapply of timber from the Jack
tree is every year becoming more scanty, though the
frnit of the tree uffords compensation to the nativesfor
its cultivation, and as the demand for cabinet articles
islikely to increase, it appears to be a question deserv-
ing of the attention of speculators, whether some of
their uncultivated grounds might not profitably be oc-
cupied in the production of the Mahogany tree for Ca-
binet and other uses.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT,

“The intense desire which now actuates a portion of
the community to get rid of capital punishment even
for murder, may be taken as an indication of the ex-
cessive sensability which weeps over the criminal; and
has no tears to spare for the miseries he has caused-—
which transforms the felon into an object of interest
ind sympathy, and forgets the innocent sufferers from
his eruelty or perfidy. The propriety of that punish-
ment in the given case would certainly appear to be
distinetly sanctioned-by that Book to which its oppo-
nents professedly appeal; by reason; and by the all but
universal practice of all nations. It is the only cer-
tan guarantee which society can have for thie security
ofits members.  Supposing, indeed, these arguments
only plausibly answered, it seems to us of little conse-
qrence whether capital punishment for this crime be
abolished or not;for if murders were to become ‘more
frequent it would assuredly be instantly re-enacted.
Itis quite certain that even the most fanatical benev-
olence would prefer the death of the murderer to that
of the unoffending members of society. Life is very
recious, even to the most tender hearted-sentimenta-
list; and’ though he may think that some inecrease of

less heinous offences might be conpensated by the a-
bolition of capital punishment, it is hard to suppose that
he would deliberately prefer the death of many inno-
cent to that of » few guilty.'—Edinburgh Review.

THE WORM’S DEATH SONG.
[BRY FRANCIS KEY, E£Q.]

Om, let me alone—I've a work to be done,
That can brook not a moment’s delay;

While yet [ breathe, L must spinaud weave,
And ay rest not, night or day.

Food and sleep 1 will never know
‘Lill my blessed work be done;

Then my rest shall be sweet in the winding-sheet
That around me I have spun.

I have been a base and grovelling thing;
And the dust of earth my home;

But I know that the end of my woe
And the day of my bliss has come.

In the shroud 1 make, this creeping frame
Shall peacefully die away;

But its death shall be new lite to me,
In the midst of its perished clay.

Lshallwake!"I shall wake! a glorivus ' form
Of brightness and beanty to wear;—

I shall burst from'the gloomeol my opening tomb
And breathe in the baliny air!

I'shail spread iy new wings to the fatning air!
On the suinmer’s brealhti'll live;

1’ll breathe me where, inthe dewy air;
The flowers their sweetiless give,

I will not touch the dusty earth—
I'll spriug to the brightening skys

And, free as the breeze, wherever 1 please
On joyous wing LIl fly.

And wherever I'go, timid 'mortals fuay kiow
TPhat they from the tomb shall rise; !

To the dead shall be given, by signal from teaven,
A new life and new home from the skies.

Then tet them. ike me, maké ready. their shrouds,
Nor shrink from the mortal sirife;

Ang like me they shall'smg, as to' Heaven they spring,
S Death is not the end of life*

NATIONAL MORALITY.

«Claiming as full an exemption from superstitions
as most men I firmly believe and take pleasure in an-
nouneing it, that no State can prosper inu long career
of true glory in the disregard of the claims of justice
and the injunctions of the Christian religion. A flood
tid= of apparent prosperity may come,filling fora time
the avenues of trade, and satiating the ecravingsof taste
and curiosity; yet sooner or later it has its ebb, and
either cloys with'its abundance or leaves the void great-
er than before. History is a silent but eloquent wit-
ness of its truth, and from her undying lamp sheds a
stream of unceasing light along our pathway The fa-
brics of ancient greatness, built by injustice and conse-
erated to ambition, are now flitting shadows before us,
starting ap behind the broken pillars and falling
columns, that were reared to perpetuate the genius by
which they were wrought.—Gov. Brown.

Papar SuPERSTITIONS IN Brreiuar.

To give you an idea of the grovelling superstitions
which prevail still in the lower classes of Belginm, I
will say that mass is celebrated, not only for the heal-
ing of inen, bat beasts. Thus, when a peasant has a
horse,a cow, a pig sick, he gaes to the priest, and gives
him twenty cents, requesting him to say ‘mass for the
poor animal! In a village near Brassels, a solemn mass
is said every year, in behalf of horsesaffccted with any
disease; and these quadrupeds themselves attend the
ceremony! they are devoutly drawn up atthe church
door, while the priest offers the saerifice for them! A6
uno disce omies. This example isenough to show how
deeply enslaved are the Belgians to the priests.—
French Correspondent of the N. Y. Obs.

POPERY THE RUIN OF IRELAND.

D’Aubigne, in his recent work on Cromwell, speaks
of Ireland as being, beforeit wussubjected tothe Pope,
at the head of all Christian countries.  Such is the
rank assigned it by all'ecclesiastical historians. Ire-
land was then famousas the abode of learned men, and
the scene of numerous and fourishing evangelical
churches. 1t was the resort of scholars from other
lands; while its more distinguished eitizens were invit-
ed abroad, to found schools, or become the preceptors
of princes. . Dr. Johnson calls Ireland; in one of his
letters, “the school of the west, the quiet habitation of
sanctity and learning.'” Long alter the other nations
of westera Europe were involved in Popish darkness,
ireland retained the light of pure Christianity; nor
was it till the middle of the twelfth century that it sub-
mitted to the Papal yoke. From that period dates the
extinction of its learning and. the decay of its prosperi-
ty; then did lreland sink into the gulf from  which to
this hourshe has not been extricated.—Edinburgh 1Wiy-
ness.

Warir.—The Spaniards have a proverb that #Drink-
ing water neither makes a man sick, nor in debt, nor
his wife a widow."

Inpia Isk.

The animals of one of the elasses of Mollusca—the
cephalopode—farnishes  the substance used in the
manufacture of China’ink. Tt is contained in a sac
that lies between the liver and the stomach. Such is
the tenacity of these bags, that they have been found
in a fossil state full of ink. The professor had fre-
quently seen fossils drawn by the ink furnished by the
shells themselves, which had existed in the strata of
the earth for thousands of years.—Repoit of Prof. Ag-
assiz's Lectures in New York City.

WHAT PLEASURE IT 1S TO PAY ONE'S DEBTS.—
In the first place, it removes that uneasiness which a
true spirit feels from dependence and obligation.  Ig
affords pleasure to the creditor, and therefore grati-
fies our social affection. It promotes that futuresconti-
dence which isso very interesting to an honest mind. 1t
opens a prospect of being readily supplied with what
we want on future occasions; it leaves a consciousness
of our own virtue; and it is a measure we know to be
right, both in point of justice and of scund economy.
Finally it is the main sapport of simple reputation.

InTriNsic vs. mxTrRINSie GRFATNESS, eR Macauv-
Ly anp rHE Duke.—A little incident will show you
the estimation in which Mr. Macauly isheld in Paris.
Many months ago, I was talking in the street with a
literary man of some distinction; a splendid English
equipage dashed past us, and 1 observed, “There
goes the Dake of 27 ¢Bah!” eried the French -
man, “what do I care for your dukes!” A few
minutes after, we met a plainly dressed gentleman,
with an umbrella under his anm and a book in his hand
trudging along in the mud, with buots and dress by no
means calealatad to look well in the boudoir of o
duchess. ““There's Macauly!” said L. “Macauly!"
echoed the Frenchman; “Ah! let’s have a good look,at
him!” And to get a good look at the brilliant writer,
and great Parliamentary orator, the Krenchman walked
as near him as possible for about five minutes.— freact.
Correspondent of the Edinburgh Regisler.

NEW STAMP ORDINANCE.

The Ordinance No.. 2, of 1848, levying a new rate
of Stamp Duties comes mto operation on the first ot
June. As its specifications apply to almost every writ-
ten act of business and are to be enforced by penalties
of considerable amount, it is of the utmost importance
that its provisions and Rates should be generally
known. The narrow limits of our paper will admit of the
publication of only the general Heads of the Ordinance
and of a general statement of the new Rates of Stamp
Duties. The Heads of the Ordinance, following the
order of the Sections—are : ‘

1. Repeal of former Laws relating to Stamp duties, &ei—
2. Duaties specified in schedules, to be levied.—3. Stawps,
rendered useless by this Ordinance, may be exchanged.—&.
All instruments not duly stamped inadmissible in evidence. be-
fore the Courts.—5. lu certain eases, the Courls may post-
pone a trial to allow suitors to get unstamped instruments
stamped.— 6. Iostraments unstamped or with insufficient
stamps may be stamped on payment of a pesalty.—7. Enstru-
menl may be sent to the Government Agent to be stamped.—
8. Where instruments (except Bills, Notes, Receipls,) &ec.
have been written on improper stamps without frandulent in-
tent the penalty shall be remitted.—9. lnstraments having
wroug stamps but of suflicient value, to be valid.—10. Al
wriling to be either on or near the stamp.—11. Stamps not to
be anuexed 1o instriments,—12. Puanishment on fraudulenstly
affixing stamps, or erasing names, dates, &c.—13. Spoiled
stamps, allowance fur, &c.—14. Commission authorized (o re-
fund in money the amount of stamps spoiled or rendered use-
less.—156. Penaulty 'on Notary making instrament wut duly
stamper.  In doubtful cases, parlies may apj)!_)' summarily (v
the Court,—16. Penalty for making Bills of Exchange, &e. not
duly stamped.—17. Penalty for wriling receipts not duly stainp-
ed.—18. Penalty forgiving receipt for less amount than the suin
paid.—19. Paper to be stamped before réceipts are grant-
ed.—20. Receipts may be stamped after the same were grant-
ed in eertain cases.—21l. Stamped paper for receipts may be
supplied by  debtor.—22. Duty on Frnhutes how asceriati-
ed.—23. Proceedings if' too great stamp duty has been paic
on.—24.. Praceedings if too litile stamp duty has been paid.-~
25. Penally for not getling proper stamp aflixed to Probate.
—26. Commission of" Slamps may license persons to deal i
stamps. - Persons licensed o give boud. = Condition thereot.
Bond not liable to stamp daty. License may be revoked.
—27. Particulars to be specified in licenses,—28. No persou
to'deal in stamps without such licenses: Penally.—249. As:to
persous employed to write instruments liable to stamp duty.-~
30. Discount allowed to licensed dealers in stamps.—31 Li-
censed  dealers in stamps Lo paint their names, &c. in front
of their houses, shops.—Provisions to partners.—32. Penal-
ty onunlicensed persons painting ontheir shops any werds in-
porting that they are dealers instamps.—33. Allowance (o-he
made for stamps in the possession of’ licensed vendoss dying,
or becoming bankrupt or insolvent or whose licenses are re-
voked,—34, Commissioner of Stamps empowered (o greut
Warrants to search and inspect the stoeks of stamps of k-
censed dealers,  Penalty for refusing to aid i the exe-
cation of ~such warrauts, or assaulling persons- employed iu
the exceution thereof.~-35. Ackuowledgment to be given fox
stamps: seized. Licensed vendor entitled to be paid the a-
mount of genuine stamps seized, or (o have themw returned (o
him.—36. " Penally on persons hawking stamps. Hawkers of
Stamps may be apprehended, and taken before Police Magis-
trate.-—37, No instrument requiring a stamp to be issued by
any public officer unless the duty is ﬁrst paid ~38. Informer’s
share of penalty.—3Y. Ordinance when to take effeci.

[In our next number we will publish the more imporiant of
the new Rates of Stamp Duty.]

=,



‘ment thereon whenever occasion required.
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NEW DOG ORDINANCE.

The Goyernment Ordinance No. 9, of the present year
relating to the possessivn of dogs, comes into opera-
tion the 1st of June. It provides that any person ¢‘re-
siding in this island,” “who shall keep or permit to be
kept or to remain in his house or premises any dog
ot dogs™ without a license, “shall be guilty of an of-
fence and liable on conviction thereof to a fine not
exceeding ten shillings.”” In all the published Drafts

_of this Ordinance, before its enactment, it was limited

in its application to towns and places to which the Po-
lice Ordinance No. 17, of 1844, had been or should be
applied. In the Ordinance as passed, it is made appli-
‘eable to the whole island The enactment of the Ordin.
ance without previous public notice of its application
to_the whole island, appears to be in opposition to the
spirit if not the letier of the Order of the Council re-
quiring the publication of all proposed Ordinances for
a certain period, before they are passed.

This order, we suppose, was designed to test the
sentiments of the public on the merits of projected Or-
dinances and to allow the expression of public senti-
Thus it
afforded a strong ground of confidence between the
executive and the people which we would not willing-
Iy see impaired.  %We cannot help therefore expressing
our regret that opportunity was not given foran ex-
pression of public sentiment on the application of the
provisions of this Ordinance to the whole island before
it was finally passed.

- MurpER —A murder of an atrocious character, we
hear, was committed on the person of a middle aged
woman at Moolai, on the 15th inst. Several persons
supposed to be implicated in the murder, have been
committed, after examination, to take their trial before
the Supreme Court.

Miss1oN ARY.—Admission lo the Church~Lust Sahbath, six
native young men, Pupils in the Batticotta Seminary were
admitted to the Communion of the Church, on a profession of
their faith it Clrist. Three of them were the children of
Christian parents.

D2. Warn.--The friends of Dr. Ward, late of the American
Ceylon Mission, will be jnterested to hear, that by Jate letiers
information has been received that he had resigned his connec-
tion with the American Board, and was settled withhis family
at Burlington, Vermont.

MaissacrE or AvericAn Missionarins.—The Col-
ombo Observer of May 18, contains an extract from
the Sandwich Island News of Feb. 3, giving the melan-

choly account of a horrible massacre of American mis-

sipnaries at Walistpu in Oregon, by the Cayuse Indi-
ans. HKleven persons were killed and 3 wounded.—
Sickness had prevailed among the Indians and Dr.
Whitman, one of the missionaries, had attended npon
them. They got the suspicion that they were poison-
ed by the use of the Doctor’s medicine, and became
infuriated and perpetrated the massacre.

MissioNaries DrowNEep.—Mr. and Mrs. Jaugs,
missionaries of the southern Baptist Convention, U. S.
and Mr. Asu, with several attendants; were drowned by
ihe upsetting of' a small schooner near Canton on the
i2ih April.

OVERLAND TO ENGLAND.

The mext Overland mail is advertised to leave Jaffua on
Sunday, the 4th of June.

Barricaror—Death of Mr. Holderness. We regret
to announce the death of Mr. HoLprrNEss who died
from the effects of an attack of apoplexy.— Ezaminer.

SUMMARY OF INDIAN INTELLIGENCE.

The Friend of India which usually embadies in a sammary
forin, all Tndian intelligence of interest and importance, fur-
nishes in its Nos. of April 27 and May 4., but few'items that
our readers would be interested (o hear.—We read of the most
shame-faced of all shame-faced frands and impositions in the
proceedings of the late Directors of the Union Bank at Caleut-
ta. who have suuk its magnificent capital of one hundred and
fifty locks of Rupees and involved its shareholders to the ex-
tent of fifty lacks more, in private speculations, and who yet
find in the ecity of Palaces, friends to apolozise for their dedds.
——We read of extraordinary weather on the Hills, of furious
North-westersbreaking and rooting up trees and unroofing hous-
esjatlended withlightning and thunder, awfully grand—Ofan
excellent quality af Coal discovered on the upper branches of
thie Indus——Of the honourable acquittal by *a Court Martial
of  Dr. Mouat, who had beer sericusly; charged by his Com-
manding General Atcheson—of blowing his nose, or using his
handkerchief, contrary to orders, when suffering from a cold
—-0Ofa gallows havingbeen erected at Caleutta afteran interyal
ol eleven years forthe execution of a ““ferocious villain,?who had
been found guilty of murdering his mothet-in-law and her two
children—Of a military Officer having shota Bear, which shami-
med death,and on the Officer’s approach sprung on him and near-
ly tore him Lo peices ——Of three gentlemen Officers united-
ly assaulting a gentleman sea Caplain in a public house in
Caleatta and then marching to the Police Office to answer for
the assanlt. Of complaints of the king of Oude who is up-
held in a “monstrous system of mis-government, by British
baronels? which “prevents the people from righting them-
selves.—--Of a public reprimand administered to a gentleman
dsieutenant, for ill-treating a native.—Of experiments made to
Aest the virtue of Aristolochi Indica,as a cure for the bite of ve-
nomous snakes,and its inefficacy in the case of dogs bitten by
the cobra, proved.—Of the assumption of his duties onthe 29th

—_—

March by the new Governor of Hong kong—Of a collision be-
tween some Americans and Chinese at Whampoa, and of a col-
lision at Shanghai between three English Missionaries aud some
Chinese in whicl the former barely escaped with their lives—
OF the prosecutiou of the Secrelary of the Madras Government
for a libel by the late Telogoo Translater in the Government
Office who was dismissed for want of fidelity.

From the Colombo Ezaminer of May 17, we obtain
information from China to the 25th April. At Hong
kong there had been an unusnal number of accidents,
a Chinese had been accidently shot by a Buaropean
sportingover the Chinese Territory, the affair was easi-
ly compromised by a present to the relatives; a Pow-
der House had been blown up, killing four men work-
ing in it. :

At Canton several minor outrages against the
English bad taken place. Two gentlemen were
attacked by a mchb, while passing up a creek on
the Honan Shore, one of them was cat on the head
with a brick bat; the eause of the outrage appears to
have been a quarrel between their boatmen and the
crew of another boat. For this assault, two men have
been sentenced to wear the cangue (wooden collar) and
then to be flogged. A few days ago, a man in a
state of nudity appeared in the new English factory in
broad daylight and must have passed in front of all the
foreign factories, and through the gates where men are
stationed to keep out improper characters. Some say
that the man was lunatic, others that he was paid two
dollars by the Chinese to perform this grossindecency.
From Shanghai, we are happy to learn that ten men
concerned in the outrage at Tsingpoo had been pun-
ished. The firmness of II. M. Consul Mr. ALcock in
procuring the condemnation of the real perpetrators is
mentioned in high terms.

Ra1r RoaDs 18 1EE Uninen Stares.—It appears
that during the last seventeen years, five thousand seven
hundred and forty miles of railroad have been built in
the U. States at the expense of 122,525,937 dollars.

The Government Guazette of Saturday announces the follow-
i\x%&li\'il Appointments.
- Morr1is Esq. to be acting Principal assistant of the
Colonial Secretary’s Office.
H. TempLER, Exq. lo be Acting Assistant at Kornegalle
to the Government Agent for the North-Western Province.

J. BayLy, ksQ. to be acting Assistant Government Agent
at Jaffna.

W. W. Cairys, Esq. to be acting Assistant Govern-
ment Agent at Colombo

J. FrAsER, Esq. to be Seeretary to the Central Schooi Com-
mission in the room of I)r. Macvicar resigned.

W. MacCarTN EY, Esq. to be Superintendent of Police for
the 'Town, Forl, Port, end four Gravets and District of Colom-
bo. and the Pown and Gravets of Galle.

And to be a Justice of the Peace for.the Western and South-
ern Provinces.

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

The last OverlandMails were received here last Monday.
—The news from Europe continues to be of surpassing inter-
est.—The foundations of the old monarchical governments are
shaking before the demonstrations of the popular will, and the
most instant and important concessions to the demands of
the people have alone saved Lo the monarchs their (lirones.
Suchenthusiastic demonstrations,and'their results, have taught
both Monarchs and subjects a great lesson, which neitlier will
be very slow to forget—IL is this: that the element of power in
a governmentat this age of the world—lies not in the obsolete
maxims of despotism—iyor in the formidable array of military
orphysical force, but in the will of the peaple.—From the Gar-
deuers’ Chionicle Newspuper of March 25.and April 1, we
take the following extracts:

‘'wo Revolations, more stupendous in their results than that
of France, have been accomplished within the last fortnight in
Germany. The imposiug monarchies of Austria and Prussia
have beeu shaken 10 their foundations hy a power greater than
those vast military systems ou which Emperors and Kings have
so long and vainly placed their chief reliance. At Vienna,
the system of abisolute despatism which has for ages weighed
like a night mare upon the kingdoms of Bohemia, Hungary,
and Lombardy, has fallen asuuder before the first breath of
the popular will, and Prince Metternich bas fled from the con-
sequences of his prolonged resistance to all progress, and his
cruel repression of legitimate complaint. 'Thal gigantic military
power, which but ‘a movth ago seemed inexhaustible, has
yielded to the undisciplined citizens and students of a capita).
hitherto more devoted to peace and pleasure than any city i
Europe. By their efforts the Austrian empire 1s atlength breath -
ing the air of freedom, and the Emperor Ferdinand hag pre-
served his erown by granting the liberty of the Press, a na-
tional guard;and the promise of a Constilution 10 all the states
under his sway.  These concessions have not been obtainec
without much bloodshed, but when the last accounts Jeft Vien-
na, order was restored, and every one was looking forward
with hope to the future. The same speedy restoration of {ran-
quillity 1s not however to be expected in the provinces, which
bave long been ripe for separation, and have only been held
logether by that prestige of military power on which the exis-
tence of the empire depended.. In Prussia the revolution
was also accomplished by the citizens of the capital, and the
events which led to it were almost au exact repetilion of those
at Vienna. The people assembled to demand political rights
—the troops, whether from accident or design, charged and
fired—barricades were instantly erected—much blood was
shed on both sides—the concessions, at first refased or deferred
were at length granted—the troaps were withdrawn and the ca-
pital of the purest military monarchy in Europe, though garri-
soned by 20,000 troops, was left in the hands of the citizens
who fortunately used their vietory with moderation and res.
pect.  King Frederic William, in the midst of these scenes,
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though at times wavering and irresolute. shewed his usoal op.
fection towards his people, and deplared 1 tonching layoys o,
the slauvgliter cavsed by what really seems to have heey 3
tal accidgcm. His Majesty issued proclamaltions convoking (|,
diet within ten days. granting more coneessions thay (he .
ple had ventured to demand, and releasing all politieal prig),.
ers, including the chiefs of-the Tate Polish msurrection who |y,
been condemned to death by the tribunals. Besides these o).
cessions, the king announced a resolution of immenso {tnpon
to the future of Germany—being nothing less than his deg,.
mination to place himself at the head of the movement for ef-
fecting the total regeneration ofthe GeRratANic NATION, by (|
union of all the States of the present Confedgration. by the o..
tablishment of a constitutional l’arliament_, and byithe ereayig,
of a federal army and fleet under the ancient aud glorions flaw
of the German empire. The demand for this union, hitherg
regarded as a mere dream of poets, has now become so goy .
eral even in the minor stales of Germany. thatit will probably
not be long before we see the grand spectacle of a central 13,
ropean nation'rising from among the rains of ‘despotic powqr,
to be a bulwark against the aggressions of France on the oy,
hand and those of Russia on the other,

‘The king of NApr1.Es has granted all the demands of the ;.

o i)

ciliaus, and Lord Minto has been despalehed to Palermna (o
communicale the joyful news. The popular cause has beey s,
camplelely successful in Sicily. that Admiral Ruggiero Sy
mo, the head of the Provisional Government has been appoin-
ted Viceroy;and when the fast aceounts lefu Messina the cita-
del, which "bad coutinued up to that moment the aruel bom-
bardment of the cily, was reduced to the last extremities, and
the royal troops were ready to surrender at discretion.

The conditons offered by the provisional Government are
very humiliatlng to the king of Narrzs but nothing short of
them will satisfy the Government at Palerme, who will agrce
lo no terms which do not recognise Sicily as an independent
country,

The Revolution in Lombardy and the expulsion of the Aug-
trians from Milan and other principal cities of the Lombardo-
Venetian kingdom, has been followed by the appearauce of tie
king of SARDINIA as the leader of the lialian movement,—x
step of the utimost gravily to the future peace of Europe, and
yet one te which the Touse of Savoy seems to have been
driven by the irresistible progress of events.  Like the king
oft PRUss1A in Northern Germany, King CHARLS ALDBERT
appears fo have considered the revolution at Vienna as
the overlhrow of Austrian supremacy; and in seizing the pow-
er which was falling from the emperor’s hands, he has evident-
ly anticipated the pessibility of securing to himself the title of
King of ltaly.  The troops of Piedmont are now, it seems,
quartered within the walls of Milan, and this first act. of open
interference has been explained or justified by a proclamation
which Austria can hardly regard in any other light. thay thal
of a declaration of war. A few days will shew whether the
Cabinet of Vienna be so paralysed as to submit to this dis-
memberment of the Empire, and to resign the iron crown of
Lombardy into the hands of a prince of Savoy. Loy

“The chances of peace which are thus ominously diminished
on the south of the Alps are also daily decreasing in the norih
of urope. The long-pending disputes between Denmark and
lier German Duchies have now assumed a form which ren
crs hostililies almost unavoidable. ‘I'he Duchies bave declar-
ed their independence, backed by the promise of the King uf
PRussia that he will aid thenyin throwing ofi'the Danish yoke.
The King of DENmARK, on the other hand, has pledged h
self to upliold the integrity of his kingdom,and so strongly
the feelings of his Danish subjects set iu the same direction
that any concession of his ¥Majesty to the Duchies would
probably lead to an insurrection ‘in Copenhagen. Meau-
while the Emperor of RussiA can bardly remaip a passive
speclator of these events. The Emperor, it is well kuown,
claims part of Holstein as one of the agnates, and a uear rela-
tive of his own is the heir presumptive (o the Davish Crown.

In Por.ann, still more serious events are accurring lqihrefﬂ-
en (he continnance of peace. Posen,the capital of Prussian Po-
land, may be regarded as alreadly revolutionised, for iude-
pendeutly of the popular outbreaks which have already lak}rrf
place, thie King of Prussia is said to be disposed to resign his
sovereignty overitand thus lay the foundation of an independent
PolishState. If this be true, Austria of course will be unable 10
hold Gallicia and the stuggle will then be between the Pr\lg\
and Russians, who uow garrison the Duchy of Warsaw wil
no less than 150,000 wmen  “Rumours have indeed reﬂnvhn‘i
London that this siruggle has already commeneed and that
Warsaw has been reduced to ashes by a bombardient, but
at present the statement is cousidered to require confirmation

The abdicationof the King of Bavariain favour of bis son,
who has accended the throne by the title of MaximiLLiax I
has caused very little surprise to those who had watched the
tendency of the lalter years of his reign. I'hic new Sovereigh
has promised ample Liberty to Lis subjeets ‘aud has pledged
himself to secure a national German representation. -l

In Franer the Provisional Government have at length, ro-
solved to posipone the general election for three weeks, in or:
der that it may not be impeded by the intervening election vl
the national guards. ¢ ¢

Some revolutionayy movements have occurred in Spain, but
they were soon put down by the soldiers. ;

In ExeLanD, there is a degree of exciiement among e
lower classes which' oteasions considerable apprehension of
an onthreak, but the Government are using vigorous meﬂns.vl'l)
guard against any tumult that may arise. n lRELAND, i
excilement is deep and exlensive. and a speedy callision bet-
ween the Government and the people seeins unavoidable.

From the Unrrep Stares wehave this week the only A
which breathes of peace. The treaty with Mexico hasrbcfj
confirmed by the Senale by the large majority of 58 to 15, 2n¢
the war will' therefore be at once broughi toa elose.

NOTICE .

The undersigned has on sale a.plain CA{
MERA LUCIDA, a very useful mstrum.en;
for artists. He will part with 1t for the prim®
cost being £1. 10.

Jaffna,
4th May, 1848.

JOHN KOCH.

o

rong Minor.
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