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ABRAHAM AND ISAAC

Abraham and Sarah were an old married couple but they had no children.
They lived in Haran and worshipped god. Abraham was an obedient servant
of God and God was pleased with him.

One day God ordered Abraham to take his wife, servents, flocks of sheep and
herds of cattle to a distant land. God promised him, "I will give that land to you
and after your death your children and your children's children will be its
masters." Abraham and sarah were puzzled because they liad no children, but
they obeyed God and went out of Haran.

On the way a baby boy was born to Sarah. They named him Isaac. The child
grew up and became a handsome boy. His father and mother loved him dearly.
Sarah told him about God's promise to Abraham. Isaac learnt to love and fear
God.

God wanted to test Abraham's obedience. He said to him, "Abraham, take
your son to the mountain of Moriah and sacrifice him to Me." Abraham replied,
"Lord, I will obey your orders."
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He went to his wife and said," I am going tomorrow to a distant place. Isaac
will go with me. You will stay here till  come back." She said, "Very well, but
take care of Isaac." Isaac was very happy to go to a new place with his father
and he ran and said good-bye to his mother.

Abraham and Isaac set out on their journey to the mountain of Moriah. After
three days they came to the mountain. Abraham was very sad because he
loved Isaac more than his own life. He took the knife and the fire and Isaac
carried the wood for the sacrifice to the top of the mountain. Then Isaac
called out suddenly, "Father, you have not brought the lamp for the sacrifice!"
Abraham sighed and said, "Don't worry, my son. God will send the lamp."

Then Abraham came to the place of sacrifice and told Isaac to put the wood
on the ground. He started making an altar with the pieces of wood and big hot
tears rolled down his cheeks. [saac was puzzled but he said nothing. When
the altar was ready Abraham bound Isaac and put him on it. He took the knife
in his hand and lifted his arm to strike the boy, but just then he heard the voice
of God calling, "Lord I am here." God said, "Don't kill your son. I wanted to
test your obedience. I will take you to the land which I have promised you and.
1 will bless you."

Abraham fell on his knees and worshipped God. Then he saw a lamp in the
bush behind him. He took it to the altar and sacrificed it to God.

Reference: 'Read and Tell'
Book - 6
By : C.S. Bhandari
J.W. Spencer
S.K.Ram
Allahabad
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