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HISTORY OF SEILVA SANNITHY

by. V. Theiventhira Iyer

Among the temples of Eelam, Selva Sannithy stands out, as few
other temples have such religious and historical associations. The classic
religious work, kanthappuranam says the Lord Skanda directed Veeravaku
to go from Thiruchenthur to Mahendrapuri as His messenger. On his way,
Veeravaku set foot at Kallodai, on the banks of the river, Valli (now called
Thondaman river) in nortern Sri lanka. His footprint, in stone can still be
seen there now. On his way back, he temple built there was later called
Sannithy temple. Another sacred event occurred at that place. Airavasu,an
inhabitant of the land of the Gods was condemned to become an elephant
jungles of Kataragama. As the elephant rampaged for advive. When
Sikandi returned to Kataragama, the elephant charged at him. Sikandi
touched the elephant’s forehead with the tip of a betel leaf and said the
mantra he had been given. The elephant regained its original form as
Airabasu. Airavasu begged to be allowed to return to the abode of the
Gods. Sikandi asked him to go to Kallodai temple, on the banks of the
Valli river, and spend the rest of his mortal life in prayer. He did so, and
attained samathi. Since he was buried beside the poovarasa tree at the
temple, that site has become sacred. Even n8w devotes who pray at that
site have their wishes fulfilled. Valli river later became involved in
historival chanfes. It was known as Valli Peruveli. The bridge to its south
was called Vallai bridge. In the 12th century, the Indian general, Karunakara
Thondaiman constructed the canal which gave an outlet for the
Vadamaradchy lagoon to the sea. It thus became known as the Thondaiman
river, and the adjacent village also took onthe same name. Because of the
temple, the village also became well known. The influx of sea water
caused places like Karanavai to become salt beds. Since salt was stored
on the shore before export, that area got the name Uppumal (Salt store)
With colonial rule, the lands were given title deeds (thombu) Titles to the
temple were also defined/ Maruthar Kathirkamar’s right to the temple land
was also formalised. Maruthar Kathikimar’s connection to the temple is
interwoven with the divine. In the [0th century, Maruthar Kathirkamar
used to pray at the site of the po.varasa tree and work nearby. Lord
Muruga Kathirkamar was shocked. and said that he was ignorant of
prayers and religious rituals. kathirkamar was then miraculously trans
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ported to Kataragama, and shown the way prayers were conducted there
in silence, and with the mouth covered. Lord Muruga assured him of help
to manage the temple. On the way, lord Muruga told him of Veeravaku
and Airavasu and their connection to that site. He was told to make
offerings of milk rice on banyan leaves. Latter, when Lord Muruga was
leaving for the Kataragama temple festival, he asked Kathirkamar to
prepare ulutham pittu for the journey. On his returm e was to be served
coconut water, and baked green peas. By conducting the prayers and
rituals, Kathirkamar gained peace of mind. is deseendents continue to
observe the rituals and customs begun by him. Chinna Aandi Appar of the
village sponsored the first prayer at the temple. People from the neighbouring
villages of Kerudavil, Valvettiturai, Kathirippai, regulary come to the
temple. People from the opposite bank used to bring coconut and palmyrah
leavse to thatch the temple roof. Now they still remeber their links with
the temple and help it regulary. With time, buildings, ceremonies, and
facilities, have improved as has the religious faith of the people. Many
devotees, including Manipay’s Sellamuthu Somasundram (who provided
lighting and the bell tower) and N. Yogasigamani, have cantributed to the
growth to the temple and its surrounding facilities.

Travslate by Dr. M. Kumaradava
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