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SMOMEUT 65l(LPIRIGLD HMLIGHES H6vilemiLIs
S6MmIUI6ONE &(HEMETITLDIT &L 616D
LDMMEUT HMILIT LDIT608TIEH & LDEmELEmIL
LD&lLILI6NT LD6BTLD6TDT eflerTd6meh &
E\FMMENT L|IThIGET 6)FMMETLD &l6uements;
Spsiifl LOIpemevstin Blabks
6)\&TMMEUEDT METTEM6ETE &600T(BS600T (BETEITLD
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BBLILIVEOTOI B
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LI6OGLD L LDT&L]

Lmedle gl BLLLD Liufleoeusd 6vrmen)|sEas
LI6060M600T(B FoMIGHIGLD
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&HB6U FIemenoT

GO SHEGHTATFOUGST HEFD GG FHOaTat
N Faasus

“psGanemrll QU TeTLIg (Lol QLomLf. 6T F(LPSH TS S 6V
op s Cpmen gl CLgmeug & Wi LI LITL TS QBBSI U bDH-
BL_h% LS eT(h) STOLTHS Q& mi_idPwmsis CGumi
penL_QUIDNG. @)S6r alleveralTs @)ein) cTHe0HemTs <D(GMGVLIGU TTHGIT
LIGui. Liev euL_&Lb @)emanshisern, weu@ser LInGaFmiseiley &Ly Guinf)
BIhSTIOTS UTPRDTIHET. @& @ LpH eV TeU wp B Guirrii & e6it
Waayh LTSS HETTTTHeT. HSTUDD| 2DVDS b
1pBBuimisewend FSTILSDGS HTLILISMISET Foms @)(hdFHMcVm6.
DFQUFLOWISHE ST FTIThH LISV (PG THGT @UGVHeHVUIGU ONGLEIE
@) bBlensvenuils SLITHSHSDE QFcHQFTHRFVT Ymi. FNHLL(BHET
syeuisst TS pwnFuler aflevarCes PouryLh wp@ Guim (@) evGVLb.
2007 2yb yeT(hH Gou QwHd 9119 Quietr HmbFH ®aUdGLD
LTéRwin Dent_s55. AP eralev Q&ML _mSw GevevLd ()6
Quiflw sjeradsy sl Ruwefs@ng. eyl nssL L enaruier
(Lp GOT GB)] & IT [T GOOT LD [T & & QFwmLBHUTHGT. UTHATH U TTDH
wpwhP @6y @)evevid @)Tm) pmiG) UG TSI 6N S OLTROVRVEISIY
QUTLPF DT H6T DG LpajL 6T UTLLAIDS B ) Gaumib. BTN
o1 B /T(1h% G DLILILDGIT HESHLD PouLB pP Cuwirri @)svevLd G 6TLo5)

povUTRFars 6% Mal55 % G &meTH CmTLD.

“ereoTiLb GeuetoTBLD SedTL SledTL
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OFTOyFd UPEFOLMT PHHIOTT ADLGET SHOVW STFHOGH
Fovd sG55vEgESGTFHHGHHHA AUTHIT LEEEHW

N Faasuls

(LLSSILOITIT) DILDLITGT B)(BaUHeOST (LpGHTeaL_(B) GTrhIF6IT YGVUIHF DS
FIELILOTS SHL_bb LIS YeWI(B) HTGULLTHSF FDLILITS (3)wiki%) auhLD
Rouyf) p@Cwiric @)evevsdFetr FpLiLy LoV HH@ AT euLphIGHalFev
WseyLh yevibsenFBper. evgeubpplipennHevaerts sl 3)s
@)evevLd FmLiirs @ uwiri%) uBFns.

@eu@evevdens Baripenpuiley autflpiL_SHh Fail) mo
SL_L_enaruledri LmIme (hé @ MuweuiFen. L&k 3 6TLISS 60 @ TLY (L
eLps G miser (3)eualcvevs P e LSS pFF uims aumpFmmiser.
6T B LOTGT & e» LA ) 26U T @ik HTaT FHov GHemald e LD
@eu @evesHev LyisH% GFuiwls Gumpmierers. wpS walisaer
@) DUSLODL_HHTGV D aUTH G SHHTAT FTTTSHBH HI_6PLDS 6T
wast(Lpammuev rewt_OImIF M. 24e01(h) CHTMILD LOTENGTIL LI FLD FFH6V
(LpD GuIT(HLD (LpGHTE NG MY (L THBIFDITTHGIT. GTLOLOGTERT6V Fmibsk SHTT
W Cwmri @evewrs @ eu@evevib G FHTL ks BedrLpem mud ey
@uwikis bLimeder LITTiS5 S5 eTerd HoveVTHHemars 6% M a5
2ILOF Cm6ir.
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sparBaFaLA Faf O5aaKpGaSGET HUTbHET (o10oFEsT) @S

o Faasud

sTibLoaiTenney o wiGFaUUTHDID o ST Bpeueriomsd FauLy)
SnEsL_L_ewer T GRDG. FL-bS LSS HTBSTVLLTS @) 6y
MG HL_L_ememBWIT(p) () e hs] LIGWIWITHMILD QITLILIL] GTLOSH GBI 14 WI).
@6 MIHHL_L_GTUIGT SEMVRIT DI BHULP(HHGT 26T HeWarn LIHS
ST (DB @hS G (LT BVIT QLG D ulev 28§ Fmewevls GlLmLpHle
FHD @ LD UTUILILSPL 19 Wil AFFHSIILY T B meunBerr. LOHSPH1G GTLOTEHT
LIGEN B 6T FHL_ @G 9 (HaifeurTey T IR TRORY)) FEOTL_GUIT U,

D QUTH LIGRTNFHGT WS TTHS LTS HTeVSH P D@L O LIT(HS S LD TETNG6

Camauwrarenal. LUSH 60 0H S6hs G apeT euid YTiblldS
PauLyll) wp@ i Gevevid @)esrmi Quw ST YELTLOTS UeTTES)
Quipmed L&, Pyl p@Cwri F)evey AGTTHSF 6V HTeVLY TR DSl
UGB TH@H S LB G| LIGULPLD L) G R LD 2 (HRUTaUS) GUIGVL.
S bHETRY FTTLD @)GVeVLD I LPSHTHLI CuentLiLBG P nS. pHSWITHhS S
FH AIFHFEHLD BEODAITH 2 (HaUTHSLILIL_HETaNS]. FITSHTTe OEEY
wpt_mEudHSG 1LpHGw T T A Pouryd wpPGuimi GevevsH ev
QUITLPLIGUTSHGIT L |GEOTemi ILILD QFu1Bauiser sTardh GPLILIHMFV Hapleenev.
o Quogam LBearmhL_malsv auFSGLo B ). LITGUFF BB TG 26T H6T
QUG LD LIew! &G CUITHT6 GULD KIS UfGTGTTT. TS L1 650f) 63 1L
(AP SDSHET QUTLES 5% B DT, Fouyrs msHHL_L_eoeT BIT6UTSHEHF 6V 2/hIHLD
a5 & (& LD 2 G 60T G 6W [T L LD rsurrg_@gj@@;mﬁ? @) 6evevLy L1 GBOT) W1 [T GVT T & GIT
2/ GDGTaU &I LD B TauT(B) L1 LG 6D L) QUITLDS S FH1L_eLOLILIL (B 6T 5aTad.
@au @ svevs5le alarTFEFSH@F FPYCwer 201 TS B % w56l & emar
QU L a1 B ILIGU [T GO GIT @) 6 Gauemaruiev QUTLpS5H Bmedr. (e ORE
TG T mev (55D SHTS il fIL{TID Qp60e0lITes 60 GNGUFTIILI LIGHT GHGHITGDILI
> (BAUTHSGUS DG 2 HWIGUTHDT LD @ Geusnaruiley QUITLD 5 %1% Gnedl.
PauyLld) wp® Swirr (3)6L6V5 )6V GUT(LPLD oLp g & o T e aiT 246307 (h) B MM LD
ORI EEACE QUL QLIPS 214 Buwish FHBLILISGI aILpSHHLL. <2{&) [T 61flGdT
LoGUi 5 & wirih® BB YFAUTHLOTS S H(hHILIGGHTULI TG, apeirL1g GLIGTTH
LD BB L (Z)6 @eveuLh $HBLITS] GT(LpLIS OB TeTLIS)] (1p® GG e
B rufed Guimevrt LNTsTRLILE GUbeLssE T ol _WLOTELL.

1p@ Buime gL L g lig) L HLeTN)) e TSNS DY HF LS HL
sweori b FauLyLh) mhHL L ewarudei LIWLSR wmsS QF i) aUhB DITIHeT.
()51 SRUITTT FTHTT 0T AL WILDGUGY. (R)EWM DY(HATITEV HL_[hh Lo a0 (hHenaT
S Cuwiri (9)6VeVLD Buogyith B0 6 Hmesr(H L

e

QaunSTLOTHF FHBHD (Lp
Laleowd QT[T @ewn 2 (hever Bauehriy [/eV6VTHF %6 WLD b6V
QUITLLS S SHHEOGTILLE O 3Mal55159 OamersSna.
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Fleulnunnb

SiE0 @6evmIend SHSHILOTLOGIBLD
(@eorien® BHEIDTDSIEMDILIGHEMAGID DEE0UI BoL IS SCUITHICILHeTanGiD GeiuiD)

ALL CEYLON HINDU CONGRESS

(Federation of Hindu Religious Associations and Temple Trusts in Sri Lanka)

Hemevsult QuIEIF GFwsoTeTT AT G

President: Hony. General Secretary: Hony. Treasurer:
HHEBLIT B0 6l Geougptndsiienan HHHEFTI 21 ®UTs0rFL T sensT
Kandiah Neelakandan Velupillai Kandasamy Abirami Katlasapillat
Phone: 2580807 (Res) Phone: 2586020 (Res) Phone: 2575566 (Res)
2371100 (Off) - Fax : 2371111 Mobile: 171-5349150 Fax : 2575472

neelatamnlaw. lk vkandasami@enail.com hariomak(a.gmail.com

HEN BVED®SF BHS LTOETNEHET FHOVUT
§©. H@FWT EVSBTLET HUASHET LREHW

GO & &HmarFasusH

“Qauyd) ereirmy SumbpliL@ib mipoenis SGETLE 1y 6 FHrblFars

S Lpth UL _LomHTenTH%ev, 2004 b ev(h) QBITL_B1F) HL_lhh LIS GHTELLGTN)
TR sTvwrsd Doy ereyb QuuwGewGw IpHHL Lo
eTilenar avSTLISS HMIAUBLD 6TLLG| FLOWILD FTTThS FoLpSHLILIGHT FHE) 6T
YWITHaUTHGT )GVeM6V 6160 M) OVFTGTRITE) il LEGHHILIGU6V.

SYGULDITLOM S QUaT(ihF au(hb PNauiytl ynHsi’ 1 ewaruisv FeuLyLl)
Pmyeurt el pSP L1 Lim_Fmenev, Pauyid) GsmADLUIDSIT LITL_FTen6y,
Pour ) p@Swirri (F)evevLd, FeuLyLo U FTWILI LIssTenenT, FleuLiLl Lol LD,
Doyl wrs@Msi b, Pauyd) @preT AFFTLoh, FauLd) LobhDH 55
Gaeval, FlouLyl) Hevad HnHE BT AP BDIQUGTHISGT (LS ST THD
DapRerpenio LFeyd GLimmmisn@ s m@gLp.

Fauyl) ypshhi_L_emaruier FreneTuws Lewisefle &e»evw TS,
B rrevrt_malalley & GMaUaTLD -2 L GURGTLD (eI HL_aeiflladT HLphanHHenerT
2 TUMENTH S Fmjaui oared hSHL LmL_Frenevenuws 2004 yib ya1(h)
DYTLELSHSF] WITLPLILITENTSHSaUTSHGLD DFa FLOWSSHTH@hHGHLD GILIheyLD
Carigsmiger. @Uiume_Fmeners Liewfl Guim® 2007 b e1(h) Fauyd
pDCwiTii (eVevSHens Y TLILNSSTTHT. (LPGITeNGTUIH] SHLPHEDSHGVh BTV H]
- LDesrenarruidy LAsirenerden ey endedl Lt 1 QLinGmmmea Tardy.

“B5emetT &5 6uTed S6U6T(LPISHELD ETTDMILBHE]
S 560601 SH6L60THE00T efL6d

Cunam Pw @mer ursHnsewww GFuweTHMILD, 6THF6T (3)h5H
LOTLOGT NS S 6T 2 LISemevauTTH I O)FehG\FTHOFRUT, NFaUGEHTETLITE)),
FUITH S Ymi. B HUPHHET 3 eUTH6T 6TLILIGHIED W 3 TLDLN S S M6 LD
QLiiewflenwils Lygentoms plewnSaumnniauBev LB @nbs )5hHenmn O\smemeui.
QUTTN YTDLNSFHLILIL L FHV HWMLD FITAhH FeLpd LILIGHT F 6@ LD
@) Bl LOTLOGT LD HEH| 4B T6YSHB T BISENST QULPHRIS WS Hifloemsvulev
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SewssLLL_ L Doyl wrs@Met S5 e1ingl LwmiosTpLd CLTTsralenet QULD BB UG
25 QaumoBer wird@ M Lor_toms i Hoesty) LVGHETSE LOGRTL_LILDTS <GOLDHS) (HLILIS)
A CFL_ DLDFLOTGLD.

2 ey oud GevBui 1p® Quirrigevarts LgmofiLg) TTLIS] LS@ LD &9 GTLLTeT @i wiLb.
QuTmiein, @)T&HLb, FRLILSSHeTenin, G 1 L 60 JenaTHS) LD o oo wauigerTGevGw
@Quiuenilenws GO&mL_gipyuib. SL_bDH LHH 46T (HSaTTS @b 1960 FleuyLol & G
@ evevih Bafldgaud FpriewLils GupHIeTaTS. GO FOUFLD W %6 T Hef 6T LD LI &6 % 6w Ll
QubHD 2 TS FTUILISLOTS djevaralgmay b Cumhplit®F nsl- @ BH&GS STTERILD ()6u
DYMSBFHL_L_GOGTEOIF FITiThHeuTHeIGT oy itiLewiliLmes GFeneauGus 6TaTeUTLD.

DFRUGHTATLITEY) HGUTHSB 2mi. S HULPIHHET TS BITL LY GO GT6UENGVS @G LOL_(RILD |
ST TGN LILITET Lisnheer oL BLILIBSSMH 2605 bT(H &6l LIGVaUMHMISHGHLD O)FGIm)
Q)3 161D 65T B (HaUHGIT 56061 Q)BT (HILD $HEVSH] HTLOLD HUDTSH BTQUGTEHLOWITEY/LD 2_HaI 6L
QuimLs L Bam) HnIaIeT hiSHeaT HeveVLpeDUTe L _T55) QUHPDITIT. DQUTHL_GIT (3)GUGHIL 6T,
2yayewB Cradwim, LBPwT Fw BTHHEHHE G HT6V5F)60 G FeVaILD FhBITLILILD GT60T G
DU 19w deurs eTUiser Haifuier 55 6% meen LD DTS H G &6l (h) WITedT
o wifh &) 61T SHTGHT.

welsBpw yeoiolilder 2eni_ms o of. sulevrFLilsTever eowiT LoMHMILD 26U TS LD
umPwiri Neuyd wp® Swiri @evevdSesr LEgG O)FmevTL 2yieugen sy wimet mGauewr.
#1_ayefls HBaup@pLh Bevew GISTeL_weTerL BledDbS el Higeler Qs m_jn Payid
wp@Bwirii @)evevid HL_bdh LihH e SaTTSH LOsd Porinsls 19asa1P5 5! uhFeTnenLL G
2L GHarLh TaTeVTLh. @6y @evevid Grogyih GLogy/ib oLps G MG 2 TITS Blodm) el ks
sTeveUTLbUGYeY QgerPwibLimer #BLos B 55B5SFFTLI GLI(HLOTENET GUaHTHI) LD TLOGST D) & B)GdT
Fritev N3 S5 G e,

sHmsWI 15608 60T
Hemenelr, Side0 Seomiens &b LDMLDETDLD.
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&dHE6YU FlemsT

EnEma BATFH0GW AHMLOSHE Fmvad HHoS. 0Fad manTFSaTmeT

HOUT ST 6T

UNLD&GHIFOEFWIS

o B sThiSe LpHQFTLTGW. epdGHTemyLs GLigmsev
GTLOS) LIGHRTLITL (L1 LTI fLom@Lb. b aeyHuilsy SL_bb LIS
ST HFNTH STUDD (LD Cwmeny yTeuenentdsils LgTofss)
b Nauytd 1p® SwnMevevsdGer Caeves LImTmL (B &G MW

Pauyh) oméHL_L_evarudsr GFenausenar [bTb L0F)$F| GTLDLLTGVTGT

o salFener aupm® auhd Smmib. LIDBTHSHENCV QUITLPLD 265 LITH6IT
GTLOS &G H(HLD %L ILN6orTev @) LILIemisemar BT GHm 7% GpiLi.
Pouyd) wpSCuwimi Qevevtd HiL b% LSS 2607 (HF6TTSHLI LIV
oS CHIILI LTSS THG6Tenenin GO LImeLos @M ot wLom@Lh.
TS T3 MevS By eLpsbCaHm(heh@ Qe (@svevih Bleawmbs SFevauITHD
Gauesar(HG\Loes F % BFHevau Tt GULI(BLLTEHGEIT BlenedT hd) GUaTEIS) GTLLS)
QUTLDS SIS FHenerTd FLoTLILNGS Gprrib.

“@iflweunmieeredeonid SifiGs auflwimengL

Bueotfls sLOTMS OIBT6TED

SapInd. ONirmb @& eongTemaen
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AUMIDS GIFOFWIE

@)svaIensuIeiT auL_d@ LoTHTenTSH G6v, FLLITLD LGS FlouL 16
mEHL_L_everulergmey bl gL’ B Apliumer GFevaieyu
2ny e ey d) wpGCwmi G VS e LSS TaIS 260l (k)
Bewmavau (perafl (5 eTeisl @)bs ampsaid GFISeow QUGH TGS 6V
QUIBLLR LPFPwiewL_F)eTEmEiT.

o P WP Bwri @) cvevmisafar G mpmieuTud aueriF&FuLb
@QssTOSL L $B wppy pepsTs awrumry GpmsEL e
BL_THBLILIHPSTNEOLD 563315 (5. @)euaurmret (Lp@ Swirr (@)svevsierfier
QUG TFPWITENS) sTHAHTVSB HLOS%) QL) (Lp@ TS QLIDGpTisement
LMoL HSTeT @)AeVkSET sTTH D HeUDTE L HeVSHEETU|LD,
e TR Fefev (pPihs S WESERSGL LIDLHW T 6 (h
pTsfFHS UL 2 LTS &flL_cuTLh. LuileiLd @) 6V151 59 % Ul GoT
15 3% @)UUTDITET (3)eV6VmISET fouFIILLTETEHG. 67 DavT6t 6V
ap i g auhi_ 1o Summer &mds 55 mev AN T X T T -
BT LPF CWTiHEhHGHS CHeMaUUITET SYGTLILD 2| T RUGHGTLIL{LD
LITI$TLILLD eUFNILDTETENG. (3)eDaUULIGNGHT NS U{LD Poliym eupm )
9B TRUDM (Lp® Cwimen T <3| GU T8 (6Vh % PTG FhHoU LIS B TLIL]SHHEHL_GHILD
Pl ymrs ugmofEsiaimh Fou gl 2inssL L sveruiler LOGYT QUG THF)
@& i FmI TS @SS TET LITL_F/T60 6V U e» e LD @) 6rey) LD 115V
BFenauseaniyh pLiLn QULLHES) QB o0 6ol (HLD YN EACE S
Pauiylh DFHL_1L_OeTUIGT(H%HEHLD T SHLb 2 5% Cuims S5 16T
wpmith G & TeRTL_[TH6T 26060 6 (b G LD 6Te S| LLGH LD 5 e® b5
umipsa1sseners O%HailliLev QLIS pFFwent_FevrEmedr.

6 QaumT(h (LpS wieIHLD & (h BIGVSLD. <2 QU [T HGifl 63T GU T LD 6D
2SI LIS GThH L LIGVS GGV S & Lp F S P eV Lb LIUI6V (LpLg WITS).
Lirgibufw Femwwev wpemm, Umrbiflw oSS aih, $HSHTLIL
LpEDELDFET 2 Tl L L6V il AL wEIseensd HLbperGar
o158 evousgerenai. auiseerts Griewfl BLOS LIGTLITL (B
Lrgufwses seare i BLend s s merar e e @ Lb.
@ ssvaw 2flu CFemaienu oypmauhLh DauLytd) wpSGwimr Geve
Bricuns o myliferise, 2 $GCWTSSSTHT LODDILD ()% ITGHTL_[THGIT
2 D GT R (5 & @ LD LOGHT (B LD 63 (B (Lpem M) 6T 6o Sl QU TLD % 51 % % oD 6T &
Qs PAIF 0 QUBLLRPFFwIeL BT SDaHT.

[5GV LD %] HHaiT! !
O, BLITEZEOT

SpHLG HEVETTSSTSIEUT
WIMLPLILITEDOTLD.
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ONFFNMHIS AGUTST UMDSSHIFO &S

PouLprd) wp@Cwimi Z)6vevHS 6 LISSH TS eHT(H) [hewDEHa
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SIVAPOOMI TRUST
Board of Management

President/ Founder : Dr.Aru.Thirumurugan Patron : Rishi Thondunathan Swamigal

(Retired Principal)
Vice President : Mr.K.Sivaji (Retired Principal)

Vice President : Mrs. Kalaiwani Kugathasan

(Principal, Sivapoomi Special Needs School - Kondavil)

Joint Secretaries : Mr.P.Srivigneswaran
(Retired Divisional Director of Education)
Mr. M. Thayakaran (Manager, Hatton National Bank, Kilinchchi)

Treasurer : Dr. S. Kugathasan, Eye Specialist

Assistant -Treasurer: Mr.M.Vijayaragunathan

(Retired Accountant, Teaching Hospital, Jaffna)

Members : Brahmasri N. Sathasivaiyer (Retired Additional Registrar General, Sri Lanka)
Mr. M. Jeyaseelan (Industrialist, London)
Mr. A.C. Shanmugalingam (Retired Deputy Principal)
Mr. N. Gnanasooriyar (Psychiatry Social Worker)
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The History of Sivapoomi Elders’ Home

Since my childhood I have been very fond of listening stories told by older people. When |
go to Selvasannithy Murugan temple with my mother, | always had the opportunity to meet
so many elders in the vicinity of the temple.

During one such evening, I saw an old man seated in the shade of a tree. He was chanting
Thevaram hymns. 1 went close to him and stood to watch. While my mother was busy with
her prayers, going around the temple, 1 approached the person and asked a few questions.
The old saint-looking man with thiruneeru, the holy ash, smeared on his forehead and with
a flowing white beard and sharp eyes started chatting with the ten-year old boy. | asked
where his house was and he said that the temple itself was his house. Where you eat, I asked
again. In the madam, temple inn, he replied. Where do you sleep, was my next question.
Anywhere, he said, here we can sleep anywhere. You come and stay with us at our home,
grandpa, | invited. He laughed. My mother, finished her prayers going around the inner yard,
was coming towards me. Let us take this Appu, grandpa, with us I told her. Do you like to
come and stay with us, my mother asked him with a smile, you can stay in his house she said
pointing at me. She explained where our house was. I will come tomorrow, the Appu said.
Mother gave him two rupees. Back at home, | told my brothers about the Appu and no one
believed that he will come. But the following morning he came with his only belongings, two
pieces of spare clothes, the vertis, to stay permanently at our house. He was able to sing well.
He used to clean our compound and he looked after us as his own grandchildren. He told us
stories but never mentioned anything about his relatives. He only told that he was running a
shop in the South. He sang the old songs and was fluent enough in Sinhala language also. The
Appu who stayed with us for a long time suddenly fell ill one day and was hospitalized. We
were able to find his relatives at Punguduthivu, with the help of a teacher who was working
with my mother. His children wondered if he was alive for so long. We came to know the
name of Appu was Thambithurai, who owned shops in Galle and in Kathirkamam. Our family

cannot forget him.

Again | brought home another old man. He was a Muslim by birth with the name of

Mohammed. The veteran lawyer T.C.Rajaratnam’s house was close to our A house at

Maruthanarmadam. Mohammed was working in the lawyer’s household
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since the time he was fourteen, looking after Mr.Rajaratnam’s children and did not get
back to his village but remained where he was. The whole of lawyer’s family has gone
abroad and Mohammed was looking after their house. He was past seventy then. Neither
Mr.Rajaratnam’s children nor grandchildren had any contacts with him. As he had his ration
book, Mohammed was surviving on the rice ration he obtained. Following the displacement
of people of Myliddy and Kankesanthurai in 1990, the rebels who were running the affairs
at the time made arrangements for the displaced people stay at the lawyer’s house. It was a
difficult time and Mohammed had nothing to eat. Sinnarasa, the owner of the hairdressing
saloon at Inuvil was telling about Mohammed’s plight to my father when he came to see him
one day. I got worried; immediately went to lawyer’s house and brought Mohammed to our
home. At that time the rebels were ordering the Muslims to leave North immediately. Grandpa
Mohammed was not caught in their sight but when he went to renew his ration book, the
news of a Muslim still remaining in Jaffna reached the ears of the rebels’ intelligence. They
came to our house. Fortunately, | was at home at that time after school and was able to
explain them that he came from Batticaloa at the age of twelve and then had no connections
what so ever with his people; he was an innocent person bearing only a Muslim name, |
told them. They instructed us to come to their office the following day. We went there as
told. The person in charge at the office listened to me and obtained a letter signed by me
stating that I will bear responsibility if any problem crop up due to Mohammed. Mohammed
grandpa who remained sleepless for two days then forgetting his worries lived with us for
more than ten years thereafter. He was a very genuine person. We took him along with us
even during the exodus. In 2002, he suddenly fell ill one day and his condition turned serious
in the midnight. Despite the curfew prevailing at the time I took him boldly by 1 a.m., to the
private hospital at Anaipanthy. Unfortunately, he died as we entered the hospital. Anyhow,
according to the rules, there had to be post-mortem the following day, as he passed away in
the hospital premises. After all such formalities, we took charge of the body and did the last
rites for him at the Kompayanmanal cemetery.

Now, you, the reader, might think that [ am telling some old stories instead of coming
out with the history of Sivapoomy Elders’ Home. The above-quoted incidents were the
experience which prompted me to start such an establishment.

It was late Sivanerikkaavalar Mr. K. Kanagarajah who told me first about the need for a
Saivite elders’ home in Jaffna. The gentleman was an industrialist who founded the Milk

_ White Soap Works in Jaffna, was very affluent and remained a philanthropist.




University of Jaffna for his social services. Mr. Kanagarajah had to live alone in his big up
stair house named Thiruvalavaai after the demise of his wife. He was very fond of me. His
factory became paralyzed following the economic embargo imposed at one time. I visited
him once when he was not well. He wept. He had no children. A good elders’ home should be
founded, he caressed my head and told, in the future it has to provide solace for people like

me, he requested in a touching manner. The following week he passed away.

Prof. Sivagnanasundaram (Nandhi) was the dean of the faculty of medicine of the
University of Jaffna. He always appreciated iny services. He used to discuss with me about
various things. One day he told me, you have to begin an elders’ home soon. Thus, the ideas
of these great people dwelt in my mind for long. | started building the elders’ home in my

imagination.

The Almighty has blessed me with opportunities of visiting places to deliver religious
lectures. I had a chance to deliver a series of talks at Tholpuram Vazhakkamparai
Muthumaari Amman temple. Mr.S. Gnanachandramoorthy, a former teacher of Chunnakam
Skandavarodaya College, invited me for this. One day a youth from that village came to
Skandavarodaya College to meet me. He introduced himself as Kajamukan, a great-grand-
son of late Mr. Duraiappah, one time great entrepreneur from Vazhakkamparai. The humble
youth told that his father had passed away and the power-loom instituted by his father
remained defunct for several years and getting dilapidated. We are going to sell the land, he
said, why not you buy it and you may begin conducting a children’s home or elders” home at
the place. I laughingly said that I don’t have so much of money for that. No, no, he pleaded;
please you come and have alook first. | went to see the place with Mr. Gnanachandramoorthy
and saw a big factory destroyed. There was a temple of Lord Vairavar in the compound.
[ prayed in front of Vairavar and asked him for the value of the property and he said 13
million. 1 returned home quietly. I was unable to sleep during the nights that followed.
contemplated my dream elders’ home getting built in that land and at the same time felt

ashamed for day-dreaming so big even without ten cents with me.

Unexpectedly, on the Thai Pongal day that followed, I received a call from Florida, USA. Mr.
Krishnar Balachandran conveyed his Pongal greetings and I reciprocated. Sir, how are things
over there, he asked, do you need anything? His brother, accountant K. Balasubramanian
was the one who invited me to America earlier. Because of the contacts made through

him, | was able to travel by car far away from his home to give a talk on Ramayanam at Mr.
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to return to his brother’s home, Mr. Balachandran came close to me, I am bound to do any

help you need at any time, he said.

Hesitatingly, | mentioned the idea of buying the factory land at Vazhakkamparai to
Mr. Balachandran who wished me for Pongal. The reply came as if by the mercy of God.
[ will come over there and fulfill your wishes, told Mr.Balachandran. Afterward, I told Mr.

Balasubramanian about the matter and he too was able to guide his brother to help me.

It was like a dream, it was the time that | was the vice-principal at Skandavarodaya
College. One morning, a car came and stopped in front of the office. Mr.K.Namanathan and
Mr.Balachandran from Florida got down from it and came in. There was a small suit-case
in Mr. Balachandran’s hand. Mr. Namanathan excused himself and left saying that he will
meet us in the evening. Mr. Balachandran was from Kantharodai, son of late Mr.Krishnar,
co-operative department officer. Mr. Balachandran was also a well-famed footballer from
Skandavarodaya College at a time. As he visited after a long time he admired his alma mater
and spoke to me and Principal, Mr.K.Sivaji. As I am leaving for America tomorrow morning,
we have to settle your land matter before seven this evening, Mr.Balachandran said. [ went
and met Mr. Gnanachandramoorthy, teacher, along with Mr.Balachandran and we went
to see the said land. What a wonder, by six in the evening Mr.Kajamukan, his mother and
his sister all came with the deeds to the office of Mr. M. Thiagarajah, attorney- at -law, at
Anaikkoddai. Before seven o'clock the ownership of the land was transferred to Sivapoomi
Trust. Mr. Balachandran, came in as if the God himself, and got the humanitarian task done
by donating the huge amount needed. I was able to take him back to his relative’s house,
where he stayed, before curfew hours. The benevolent gentleman also gave an amount of
money for the renovation of the building,

The well-wishers known to me from London, Canada and Australia also contributed
and | was able to erect the elders’ home building as a two storied one. The contractor-
engineer Mr. K. Shanmuganathan from Urelu was able to finish the work beautifully within
four months. The joint secretary of Sivapoomi Trust, Mr. Sri Vickneswaran and I had to stay
several nights at the site to look after the progress of the work. The members of the executive
committee of the Sivapoomi Trust stood supportively beside us. By mercy of God, the elders’
home, with nine inmates, was inaugurated on 07.07.2007. The chief incumbent of Nallai

Thirugnanasampanthar Atheenam himself declared it open.

The Sivapoomi Elders’ Home started growing with the support of the well

wishers and our unstinted efforts. The head of the Sri Lanka Humanitarian
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organization, respected Mr. Kailasapillai and his wife Mrs. Abirami Kailasapillai also
got interested in the well being of the elders’ home. They assured that they will send
a monthly sum for the elders and they are sticking on to their commitment sincerely to
this date. It was the humanitarian organization which also donated a bus for the elders to
go on pilgrimages and tours. The Aanmeekachudar Rishi Thondunatha Suvamigal helped
us to put up a block consisting ten rooms. A library was built with the help of consultant
Cardiologist Dr.Shanmugasundaram living in California. Mr.S.Balasingam, accountant, and
Dr. Rajasundaram, living in London, obliged to my request for funds. Mr. M.Jeyaseelan
from London helped in several ways. The elders’ home started showing appreciable
growth. DrKanagasabai, engineer, and his wife Dr. Mrs. Kanagasabai, a retired medical
officer, from Mathagal encouraged us by offering most of their belongings to elders’ home.
Aanmeekachudar Rishi Thondunatha Suvamigal, with the help he was able to get from the
well wishers in America, enabled us to buy 300 lachchams of land at Nellian, Chulipuram.
We started our own agricultural farm for the elders’ home in this land. When the number
of inmates increased gradually, we bought the adjoining land of 16 lachchams and the
home was extended. In this new land, Mr.Sridhar Pathmanathan of Canada built for us a
block of 10 rooms in memory of his father late Mr.Pathmanathan, an officer of police lived
in Thirunelvely. In memory of late Dr.Miss.Jamuna Markandu from Karainagar, her parents
and sisters built and offered a block consisting 10 rooms. In 2017, Mrs.Jeyalakshmi living in
Melbourne, Australia, putup a block of three rooms in memory of her mother Mrs.Maheswari
Ammal. A new block was declared open in the name of Saint Yogar Swamigal. Mr. Angels, a

well-wisher from Negombo, built a part of this building for us.

Many people help us in the running of Sivapoomi Elders” Home. When I go for religious
lectures abroad, a lot of people collect money and offer us. The help of Mr.S.Sivanathan (Appu
Kunchu) living in Canada, and Mr. Eezhalingam from Australia cannot be forgotten. We
were able to get a big help to the development of the home through the efforts of my friend
MrK.Arudsothy living in Canada. The editor of Tamil Information, Mr. N. Sivanandajothy
living in London, generally makes a lot of people to contribute for the growth of Sivapoomi.
Mr.T.Mahendrarajah living in Switzerland helped our efforts through many people, last year.
A lot of others supported us in so many ways and it will be very difficult to mention all their

names in this write up, as the listis very long.

[ am always indebted to Mr.Kandiah Neelakandan, President, All Ceylon Hindu Congress,

for his unstinted support in all my endeavours. [t was Mr. Neelakandan who , made all

the legal procedures to register Sivapoomi as a Trust. His effortsin getting
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the Sivapoomi Trust notified in the gazette cannot be forgotten. The systematic discharge
of duties of eye specialist Dr.Kugathasan who remains very supportive in matters regarding
the development of Sivapoomi Elders’ Home and the services rendered by his wife Mrs.
Kalaivany Kugathasan stay foremost. One of the joint secretaries of the executive committee,
Mr.P.Sri Wigneswaran pays regular visits to the elders’ home to take care of the systematic
functioning. The other, Mr.M.Thayakaran directs all the bank accounts of our elders’ home
in a perfect manner. The administrative officer of the Jaffna centre of the All Ceylon Hindu
Congress, Mr.Veerasingam Jeyasingam is also doing a lot of help to the elders at our home.
Above all, the dedicated services of each and every one of our employees from the time
of inception of the elders’ home up to now remain the basic reason for the betterment of
our elders’ home. We are thankful to all of them. The divisional secretariat, Chankanai, the
Vali.west Pradesha Sabha, Grama Sevaka Officer, the revered priests of the Vazhakkamparai
Muthumaari Amman temple, the neighbors and the inmates residing at the elders’ home,
all deserve our sincere thanks. So far, 52 of the inmates who were living at our home had
attained the feet of Almighty. God has granted the opportunity to perform the last rites for
many of them as if I were their son. I felt blessed. No doubt, we will get the blessings of the

elders departed and living with us.

“Kind words for one and all.”

Dr.Aru.Thirumurugan,
President,
Sivapoomi Trust.
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