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‘“Excellent Works
in Various Fields’’

(Swami Premarmananda)
Head
Ramakrishna Misgion.

X% x 6 x % b  t  t %

| know Hon. Chelliah Rajadurai since the past thirty years as a
Writer, Lover of Music, Politician and now as a Minister. We have a
Ramakrishna Mission branch Centre at Batticaloa where | used to
meet him whenever | visited Batticaloa and later in Colombo as an
M.P., and Minister. He has helped the Mission both in Colombo and
in Batticaloa in several ways.

He is very fond of the late Swami Vipulananda of the
Ramakrishna Mission. He established a school of Music and Dance
for the benefit of boys and girls in the Eastern Province which was a
long felt need there. At kalladi Uppodai he has constructed a nice
building in which he has housed a school and named it “Swami
Vipulananda School of Music and Dancing.” The school is very well
patronised now.

As Minister of Regional Development he has improved the lot of
several villagers throughout the Island. As Minister of Hindu Affairs he
has restored several Hindu temples damaged during the 1983 riots
both in Colombo and outstations. He has also built a Madam for the
benefit of Hindu Pilgrims at Kataragama and this will be opened soon.
Hindu Culture is now being rekindled by him throughtout the Island.
He is also giving grants for holding Sunday Religious classes for
teaching Hinduism among Hindu Students
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| understand that the Tamil Writers Association is arranging a
functiontofelicitate Hon. Chellian Rajadurai for the services rendered
and being rendered by him to the Hindu Public.

I wish to congratulate the Hon. Minister for his excellent works in
various fields and wish him a long life to continue his work unabated.
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S. Thondaman, mr.

Minister of Rural Industrial Development
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One great thing that may be said of Hon. C Rajadurai is this: He has never been said
to have been, 1may even so much as rumoured to have been carried away by power. He was born
humble. He grew up humble. He lived a humble life. He persists in being humble. Humility is
the motivating trait and trend in his character. It has served him all his life, and continues to
do s0.1t has vaulted him to greatheights. It has helped make him a man for all that. Amazing!
Isn’t it?

*‘Our little systems have their day

They have their day and cease to be

They are but broken lights of thee

Thou, O lord, art more than they.’

(Tennyson)
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FINEST ORATOR IN TAMIL”

Dr. Anandatissa de Alwis
MINISTER OF STATE & INFORMATION
I am glad to hear that Tamil writers are felicitating the
Hon. C. Raajadurai. Although most of us in Parliament do not know
the Tamil language, or even the flow of language, which is so
impressive, most of us have commented that after listening to

Raajadurai, who perhaps not for nothing has eammed the reputation
of being the finest orator in Tamil in either Sri Lanka or South India.

It is heart warming to hear that his contribution as a Tamil writer
is being recognized at this celebration.
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“Eminent Writer;
Brilliant Experienced Politician”

DEDEDELHOEDEDEDHDEDEOCE

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Hon. C. Rajadurai, Minister of
Regional Development, Hindu Religious, Cultural and Tamil Affairs on the occasion
of the Felicitation ceremony accorded to him by the Tamil Writers in recognition of
his contributions to Tamil writing and the honour he has brought to the Tamil writers
of Sri Lanka. He has distinguished himself as a writer, author and editor while
devoting with equal vigour his attention to manifold religious, social and political
activities. It is a rare privilege to be honoured by a group who feel that one’s
achievements have also brought honour to them. The acclamations he has received
as a Tamil writer are only too well-known. His achievements in the furtherance of
Hindu Religious and cultural activities are significant.

Mr. Rajadurai has the added distinction of having served as a member of the
Parliament continuously for the past 32 years. We are proud to have in Parliament
an eminent writer, brilliant and an experienced politician of his calibre.

[join the Tamil Community in offering Mr. Rajadurai my felicitations and wish
Mr. Rajadurai will serve the Tamil people, the Hindu Religion and Culture with even
greater success in the years to come.

E.L. Senanayake.
Governor, Central Provincial Council
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"SILVER TONGUED SPEARER"™

Hon. C. Raajadurai, Minister of Regional Development, has been known to me for
many long vears. Before he became a Minister. | had the pleasure of meeting him in his
own town, Batticaloa. several times.He has to his credit many achievements which have
earned for him immense popularity not only in the region from which he comes, but also
in the country. He is well known in India particularly, in Tamil Nadu as a writer and as a
silver tongued spcaker. His services have so much endeared him to his people that he has
been continuously elected to the Parliament of our country for as long as 32 years. His
contribution to Tamil literature is of great value. He has to his credit several Tamil books
and writings in the Tamil Newspapers. Though I cannot read Tamil, I have heared praises
for him from many prominent Tamil Scholars and people.

In his political carcer. he has stood for the rights of the Tamil people including the
Tamils of Indian Origin. His writings have been an inspiration to his readers and have
contributed towards the advancement of Tamil Literature and culture in Sri Lanka as well
as in Tamil Nadu.

After he became Minister of Regional Development & Hindu Affairs, he has helped
in renovating many Hindu Temples in the Plantation Areas; for this service, plantation
workers are greatful to him and on this occasion of felicitation to him. the plantation workers
convey to him their gratitude for the assistance he has rendered in their religious activitics.

To resolve the unfortunate ethnic probiem in the country, he has helped in many ways
to moderate and reduce ethnic tensions. He has done this at great risk to his own life.

On this occasion. I wishhim long life and strength to continuchis services tohis people
and to the country.

A. AZ1Z
PRESIDENT - DEMOCRATIC WORKERS’ CONGRESS.
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RICH IN WORDS,
KIND IN HEART
AND EFFECTIVE IN ACTION

K.S. Sivakumaran

Chelliah Rajadurai is irresistible. Even if knowingly one would like to be away from
his spell. one has less a chance of success such is his charm and personality.

For more than 40 Yecars, I have been observing him with avid interest. And my view
from afar has met with a greater confluence of agreement as I began to get myself associated
with him closely during the last few months as a writer in Tamil

There are reasons for the magnetic spell he has on me: Like me, he is from Batticaloa
with Jaffna connection, like me he has more than a natural interest in his mother tongue, culture,
religion and the like - but such interest is greater in proportion in him than in me; like me, he
is a writer - but unlike me, he is also one of the finest speakers in the Tamil language in this
country: like me. he has a journalistic and literary background.

Perhaps what draws me closer to him is the attributes of Tamil consciousness which
is not at war with his concern for the humankind and his universalistic view plus his capability
as a writer and speaker makes me identify with him I like him as such and not merely as an
influential politician.

He is simply marvellous as a master of the words. He has no poverty in handling
mcticulously and mellifluently the power and sweetness of the Tamil words.

Hencec heis popularly known as “Sollin Selvar” - literally meaning ‘a wéalthy man with
words ™.

What is admirable in him from my point of view is the fact that he has over the years
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outgrown himself from narrow parochialism to a larger understanding of the whole, without
losing the identity of a Tamilian. After all, more than 20 centuries ago, the world view of the
Tamilian had been, ‘all country is my country and all are my relations’. Thus, this world view
manifests itself on Sollin Selvar’s words and deeds.

In the late 40s and early 50s, there was a wave of Dravidian.consciousness pervading
among the Tamil-speaking youth of the world, particularly in Tamil nadu and Sri Lanka drawn
by the analytical and thought-provoking writing and speeches of the Late C.N. Annadurai and
later by his comrades M. Karunanithi, the youth were researching their soul, as it were for a
Dravidian and glories of the past.

Inevitably, the vouth of the times were drawn to the ideals and rationale of the DMK.
It was a kind of radical thinking, which was not strongly felt in earlier times. Despite
narrowness of ideas and other shortcomings, the DMK movement had an influence among the
youth of this country in the north, east and central regions.

Minister Rajadurai was the prime mover of this consciousness in the eastern region
with his youthful profile, magnificent speech and kind-heartedness. He began to score little by
little and emerged as a towering figure in Batticaloa. As a schoolboy, I used to wonder at him
from afar, without understanding properly what he stood for and having moved to Colombo
in the 50s, lost an opportinity to watch him at close quarters. However I used to hear and read
about him in the columns of the lobby correspondents in the press.

Over the years, as expected, Minister Rajadurai had grown to be national figure
transcending all narrow confines.

What was astonishing about him was his change over from atheism to religiosity, from
parochialism to universalism, from antipathy to sympathy, from a journalist to 2 cabinet
minister, from an alliterative orator to an analytical speaker, from a random user of words to
a conscious and liberal user of appropriate words, from absorbing propagandist approach to
greater understanding and comprehension of issues, and thus seeing the whole and not merely
the particles.

One would call the Hon. Minister Chelliah Rajadurai’s success story had withstood
time because of his ingenuitv. He is basically an understanding aesthete and a cultured soul
within the outcover of shrewd politician. He wins over people with his heart and this is indeed
a virtue in the context of present “crisis of civilisation’.

Features Editor,
‘The Island’
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Glimpses of
Sollin Selvar

By

V.A. Thirugnanasuntharam

Director, Tamil Service
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation

The Creation of a separate Ministry for Hindu Religion and Hindu Culture by His
Excellency the President Mr. J.R. Jayawardena, under the portfolio of the Ministry of Regional
Development, is a noble gesture of statesmanship constituting a landmark in the renaissance
of Hinduism, and Hindu Culture in Sri Lanka for the first time in its chequered history. It is
indeed on par with the gesture of the Hindu Kingdom of Nepal in according State recognition
to Hinduism.

Analysing the initial role and activities of Hon. Chelliah Raajadurai as the First Member
of Parliament for Batticaloa as far as in 1956 and contrasting it with his exalted status and
responsible role as Minister of Regional Development, Hindu and Tamil Affairs, a balanced
appraisal of his remarkable services to the Tamil community in particular, and in equal
measure to the other communities automatically comes to the fore.

In his anterior role as a Member of Parliament, he was an outspoken exponent of the
Tamil community’s aspirations and claims for a just and fair deal. By his masterly and
impassioned eloquence as a public speaker and orator in Tamil, he swaved the voters
‘enmasse’ to his ideologies and outlook. But he ultimately came to realise it his heart of hearts
and to his credit that dabbling in politics was indeed a dirty game. This self-realisation proved
to be the stepping stone to his ‘recovery of faith’, in his political and social life as a M.P. This
self-inquiry in the background of his early political career had transformed him to the belief
that politics bereft of spirituality can never solve human problems.
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It is no wonder that the dawn of spiritual insight in him brought forth new opportunities

this mundane world. His DEDICATION to the SOUVENIR of The WORLD HINDU
CONFERENCE held in Colombo in 1982 under his guidance, bears ample testimony to the
Hon. Minister’s spiritual enlightenment and attainments. This unique Conference is the brain
child ofhis Ministry’s achievements by focussing the beneficial impact on Hindus in Sri Lanka
in particular and the Hindus the world over in general. The cherised objectives of this mammoth
World Hindu Conference are spelt out in the introduction of the Souvenir which serves to re-
echo the sanity and wisdom of the age-old dictum of the Philosopher-statesman, the late Dr.
Sri Sarvapalli Radha Krishnan that *“politics is applied religion.”” This unique Conference
symbolises the religion of action taken by the Minister to foster and re-invigourate Hindu
Religion and Culture.

Great thinkers, writers and men of wisdom the world over are unanimous in their verdict
that *“Genius confides not in creating opportunities alone but in utilising them as well. This
meaningful saying appears to have had the correct impacts on the mind of ‘Sollin Selvar’
because the planned activities of his Ministry reveal a ceaseless effort to utilise every
opportunity expressly created for the attainment of the policies of the Ministry. This is
particularly significant in the spheres of Literature, Fine Arts like Music, Dance, Sculpture,
Paiting, Building of Temple Gopurams etc. Visiting Professors, Scholars, Musicians of
various calibre. Sculptors and Architects of International repute and Vedic Priests from India
were afforded adequate facilities and opportunities to impart and share their knowledge and
expertise to aspirants in Sri Lanka in their respective vocations, thus enabling them to enhance
and brighten their future.

This indeed is a precis of the outstanding achievements of the Hon. Minister and his
Ministry’s team work in all spheres of activity which today is recorded history. May benign
Providence bless and guide him in his sincere and singular aim to foster and promote Hindu
Religion and Culture in Sri Lanka.
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