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his paternal and friendly advice. He combined himself both ability and
other desirable qualificationt His life record Is one of great sarmestn
o MR IEE BNVTE B AR TNNEYARMT
3% 3 commMitie ..« ~Jcate.' ~IonN0 = Jp s M08 250
| BEmen B gy auDRIOEOMOND W B maihgy e Ca. w
chance to go to Color "0, and enloy h. sompary invarnasty with a sc
L ARl ol IbhoIChil)
enthusiasm with ar, mtrepid and tenacious ~yhting -1t in the cause ©
saw him in his retired life, he was an epitome of simplicity, modesty an
genial and amiable dispositions. Gafier agselicoh st
ranemcfsgniou  saph Ukhsucmaraaps Unsinfassssaun

wuRndics pras 2 awen > gamsb® PaCy NSl Com § Apigod
D R R NN ARICH VARG A FOPECIUAAIA 2 M B
Mr. Joseph was a father figure for me. | Immensely enjoyed conversing wi
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We Ul always remember our special
Dad; with that conunanding spric
and the warmest heart aliways
filled with love: Yo being there
7or My Us and the Communidy
when we. Wwere in need; NG s
through the dificedt thimnes; no-
malter What they weve: We'll
always remember you; because;
v our hearty; the love and.
admiration we witl alivays have

J 2 y 4 o s = i s T 7 7
“?' (Y' .)(j(-‘"llf"j? = "ﬁ'-"f’t"‘l.‘t"‘ l"b(.‘” ("/ EIJ)/(L?.{/I(FA/.L'I{I



6B 65 St & S o6 Blsmsarails &@LD - Nenjirukkumvargi Ninaivirukkum

: _-..-;;; t};,iﬂb-pv; by
C R D wo

QIogy Slus. CevmLLLilersner HYLOGSHETST CUuImEL
Late Mr. Loppupillai Amirthanathar Joseph

t'Zed y Noojaham Fogndation;
¢aha org] (ranaha @frg&f /( :fr"r aga f



Qs 65 El s BB Loeusmy Blemealis &@&Lo - Nenjirukkumvarai Ninaivirukkum

You Raise Me Up

Brendan Graham.

When | am down and, oh my soul, so weary;
When troubles come and my heart burdened be;
Then, | am still and wait here in the silence
Until you come and sit awhile with me

You raise me up, so | can stand on mountains;
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas;
| am strong, when | am on your shoulders;
You raise me up' To more than | can be

You raise me up, so | can stand on mountains;
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas;
| am strong, when | am on your shoulders;
You raise me up' To more than | can be

There is no life ' no life without its hunger;
Each restless heart beats so imperfectly;
But when you come and | am filled with wonder
Sometimes, | think | glimpse eternity

You raise me up, so | can stand on mountains;
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas;
| am strong, when | am on your shoulders;
You raise me up' To more than | can be

You raise me up' To more than | can be
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SELVQMFlUNEL  15/06/1969 CQETL&H  09/07/1975  l6dTM)
Qeveriummibeen] ASTLIHSTT. Sevepmfufesr 750 aumL
gleailipreiled Ceueanasy eumeNueT 16T 3} RISl6L
BHIL&HMS SHMUL Quiss SITRICHSDHMN oieneTeuams)b
umprGseme0  QuOOTT.  @eugmed  LUIHMIENSSLILL L
&LV @EUILMD 6w, WIMDUTESIL LML &M6060 86 65T
2 MGLILIHSTL L & HL0&G &IT6L HLT&HSLILIL_ L
2 MPUUBSTLL  &OMILCUTLIqU6d 19712 eu(pL S&ISS T
CleuetaféSlevuenngens Qeustima). Geui QememiiumMwGLITS)
&HeLeIluNeTmeYId  SiemGleuL Iq QUITHIDSSEMTEILD HmLILIT6DT
MflwreNsnL. smeuLieiLd BLSSHUCLUMHMS).

Gumiy  gfeNlurenyns SeUTH|  QeUETIIHLE  (GT6L
wmpunsmdSlest  WWSSAW  eNememuiml @LI GumL g s6fled
semigenr CUATTEN  eevLDd ROGHHME eTm CHL_L 6wl
Uy @eimitb  Hlemesiey & (m6ui. S usNyflng
QLESMMYID,  saig)  Qsmbg e  sigem O
UL L Mihigafe|Lb, BLOG| [HELGLMTEMET Sl6UT&HET LOSGELD
Np&$H QuDHmeunms SIOWILILL g (5T & TI].
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Qg mLHleL&6M6D S AFWIG
QMG GLO6BT6MLOUIT6TTE)).
GLOGOTEMLDOUITEST  [HEVLOITETTTEHSHEMI]
SLGUUTER &60hH& 2 (HeumHSHl
[HELEVITEMES  SILDII] CuimgL
GUTEITMEUTHET  6TATMILD  HLOS)
HeTNHE 21518 &IT6oT6UTHETTEUMTI.
&g MWL L6 S e L 60T,
LS H6V60T& (E1h S SHTHE LD,
15601 1h & 62117 & 617l 60T CHemeUGHem 6T
hemmey  QEwig,  eufsHeied
LOMISSLILL L 2_[flemLD&emen
BeneNds  gergng  GUTTMIg W
gepsl  Gumgmeflwmenr &,
CUImMELl 66N 6T60TM)|LD
LI L UL Geusetrig wWieuGry.
SITFWHSHILTSL (KD, &L L &Sletr
SMTeULISHNMTHL_ (KD 6UTSHATIL LD eflememunL B GuL g
Qh& EOMID FOMESMOD, o mennunergrs. As  a
goUenL i rallener QUmiaSHed
6,606V EUIT.

Compere in a Sport meet.

LT SEOlenI6enT UG G(HLU euTFavGHeuLDMe “IIhTG
e)l6L LT A 60T (LP6OTLM S G &MLDEUMILD g DG
Geumumgesr)l 2. gl CHL({ euU(HLEUTSHET6TTEL  65TM)
HeODBHSBHSSH.  AHUTEH  HHTEY,  HCETMF DTS,
QEMISTL (F&6L, LDMMILD H6UTGH HEMEVEMLOLI LIGITL|  6T6OTLIEHT
&SSEREEG  QeTMIEIWITRISTS  @Q(BHSH. 2 6een)
GMHW  Spfuwied Fens-bg CeauMilingsds FoHHseso
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THTUUSEHSSHML G 26U H6OTG F(PSTWIL  LI6vN &G ITeor
Lwengeng QHTL] Geucnnqu(bhss. . Qhs THTLILS6
UTG CFTHS PERMDEGD, U] FMJHG &FPG-L0S
LT SHIEGD, SUTsH (WOHCUTESG &hS 606018 616 LD
STHTUT(H 260 WIGT6TT606UUIMGLD.

BELELMEMETT EUTHET 6(1h HMHG PRS0l CUEFmen,
BTL& Blgs), elmenurl (B o SUSSHIL 6T e HeLe
SLOSSMTEIOMEUT]. LOTHSHED LOGTITMETGHILD  LD&S66urs)Lh
2 UITOYSHG 2 MPGFHeU], UL S  Smogenuuies
SIR&SHEUTTEELD, NHEHL LFev LCHTEGS sal (Hmey
Fhi&G Slett h(HeuT&H&emL 2_MIULINEBTTT&H6LD
GCeemauwimomlialy. euedsmoL QL &G Q& ErHemeus
FhisHHeT QFweonenyns @euy ussNwmHdl CuTa), 19642
QUGBLL sl  22° prer offw  sGWL  &mmeued
SIS SRS NedT, @6y LS UMHTE LUTEHSSLILL L
&S6eM6 HWIj CUTES WNTE Coeme Uih&miy.

56018 GGLUSSUTHTEL “TNEM 6ISTMILD  DEITEUTSHETTED
“6T6L 6T LDITErvL_[j” 6T60TM) LD SIMLP&SLIGCILIMHM),
BOLSTNWTET(HD,  HeLELTETEMTHELD QUMDIH&I, LDM&SH6EL
LD&&ET LDMED HMDhHS BT SEULILGEOAUGHT 6T6D. 6T,
Cumsl  sleufsaman Lomgse0 6Te0TMILD [Hl6mI6aT6Y For (T LD.
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Mathagal Was Deprived of One of Its Great Sons.

This article is the translation of articles published on the occasion of Late Mr. L.
A. Joseph’s — 100" Birthday (09-07-2017), in the Sri Lankan Tamil daily’s
“Verakesari” and “Thinnakkural”.

Today would have been the 100" birthday of the Late Mr. L. A.
Joseph (LAJ) of Mathagal. He was the youngest and fifth son of the
then shipping magnate and poet “Varakavi’ Loppupillai
Amirthanathar and Mrs. Selvam Amirthanathar, a leading and well
respected Catholic family of Jaffna. Born on the 09" July 1917, he
passed away at Mount-Lavinia on the 25" August 2008 at the age
of 91. His forefathers, well known philanthropists of the north,
Nicholapillai Bastiampillai and Bastiampillai Loppupillai, were
pioneers and plied their maritime trade around the countries of the
Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea during the British period in the
early 18" century. They had their own fleet of ships and maritime
trading posts in Porto-Nova in South India and Arrakan in Burma.
The ships were constructed in their own facility in Porto-Nova, and
the maritime trading opportunities opened by them were followed by
other maritime traders of the north, and dominated the early
maritime trade during the British period in Ceylon. This was
especially true in the Maritime District of Jaffna, which also included
parts of the Coromandal coast of India.

LAJ had his initial education at the St. Joseph’s English School in
Mathagal, where he won the 1% form scholarship to St. Patrick’s
College, Jaffna in 1929 thus following in the footsteps of his four
elder brothers, who were also educated there. He spent two years
at St. Patrick’s, successfully completing the regular forms and was
involved in extracurricular activities including boxing, cadetting,
football, cricket, and also taking many first places in athletics. At St.
Martyn’s Boarding School he played in the 1% elven soccer team
when he was only twelve years old. When reading the 3™ form, he
left St. Patrick’s College, as the Boarding School life had become
intolerable to the active and highly energetic young Joseph, who
became a target for daily punishment for breaking silence and other
petty rules. He was a free spirit at his parents’ home, probably due
to the fact that he was the youngest in the family, and when he
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requested his parents make him a day scholar, they disagreed, so
he gave up schooling and this was a decision his parents found it
hard to come to terms with.

In 1931 he returned to St. Joseph’s English School at Mathagal. The
Rev. Fr. Emilianus Pillai O.M.l., who later become the first native
Bishop of Jaffna, was the Principal there. The Rev. Fr. Emilianus
Pillai was a very understanding and accommodating principal, but
also a disciplinarian, and gradually he made the undisciplined
student a totally different person in every way. The Rev. Fr.
Emilianus Pillai seemed to have told the young Joseph at one stage
that he had become a priest to reform him. It proved to be so and
later LAJ named one of his sons after him.

LAJ successfully sat the Junior School Examination in July 1934
and joined St. Henry's College llavalai in October 1934 in the
London Matriculation class. The Rev. Br. Benjamin was his Science
Teacher and also the Prefect of Games. LAJ was the Leading
member of the House of Thistles and was the Captain during 1936
and 1937. In English elocution he won the second prize in 1935 and
first prize medal 1936.

LAJ was an all-round sportsman, at cricket he represented the
college from 1935 to 1937 and was the Vice-Captain of the 1937
team. In athletics he was the champion athlete year after year,
winning first place in 100yds, 220yds, 440yds, and also in the Long
Jump. In 1936 LAJ also participated in the Athletic Championship at
the Valigamam North Inter School Sports Meet, winning first place
in 100yds, 220yds, 440yds and also in Long Jump. In the same year
the Varsity Naemians held a sports meet at St. Patrick’s College,
Jaffna. LAJ won first place in the Long Jump and ran a close second
place in the 100yds to Mr. Desmond de Silva, the Ceylon Champion
at that time who would later become the Inspector General of Police
(IGP). LAJ was also a member of the College Volley-Ball team

during his time at the College. What a wonderful sporting life that
was.
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LAJ was successful in the London Matriculation Examination held
in 1940. From 1940 to 1942 he was an Assistant English Teacher
at Our Lady of Refugees School at Jaffna.

From 4" November 1942 to June 1948, he served as a Cooperative
Inspector covering Vavuniya, Mullaitvu and Mannar providing
unceasing pursuit of service for the introduction and successful
establishment of the Cooperative movement during the Second
World War in these areas, which were considered as backward at
that time. He ended his carrier as a Cooperative Inspector after
serving in Colombo.

LAJ re-entered the teaching profession following in the footsteps of
his three elder brothers. They were, the eminent educationalist the
late Rev. Fr. L. A. Singarayer O.M.l. M.A (Lond), former Director of
Colombogam Teacher's Training College, Jaffna and former
Principal of St. Henry’ College, llavalai; the late Mr. A.
Ganaparagasam M.A (Lond) and the late Mr. L. A. Arulanandam.
The latter two were attached to St. Benedict’'s College at Colombo.

On 8™ May 1950, LAJ joined St. Henry’'s College llavalai as an
Assistant Teacher and also took charge of the Sports and PT
activities. The Henrician team coached by LAJ won the Inter schools
football tournament in 1950.

In 1951 LAJ entered the Government Teacher’s Training College,
Maharagama and gained a Secondary Teacher’s Certificate. The
Late MP for Kayts Pundit K. P. Ratnam was one of his lecturers.

From 01/02/1953 to 14/02/1963 he served as an Assistant Teacher
at Manipay Memorial English School where, as a competent
Teacher, he taught English, Mathematics, Arts and Physical
Education. The Manipay Memorial PT Drill Squad, trained by LAJ,
won the “Lankadeepa Cup” in 1956 and 1957 in the all island
competitions. When he left Manipay Memorial, he had a public
farewell function in front of the famous Manipay Maruthady Pillaiyar
Temple, and the occasion was well attended by the public and
presided over by the Late Dr J. Navaratnam
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From 15/02/1963 to 14/06/1969 he was at St. Joseph’s English
School at Mathagal. He was instrumental in introducing science
education at St. Joseph'’s, establishing the science laboratory and
the appointment of the science teacher. In 1964, to raise required
funds for the science laboratory, he organised a raffle and staged a
Tamil Drama “Pasaththin Parisu” at St. Joseph’s. LAJ played the
leading role as the hero in the drama directed by the late Mr
Yogendren (PHI). The drama was also well received in
Pandatterruppu, Aleveddy, Jaffna and Nedumkerni. LAJ completed
development tasks such as the new lower school building and the
open air stage, which were left by the late Principal Mr. C. V. E.
Navaratnasingham. During his spell as the principal of St. Joseph's,
LAJ turned the boy’s only school into a mixed school, and it was
upgraded as a Maha Vidiyalaya. During his time, St. Joseph’s saw
many well organised inter house athletic meetings, which resembled
mini Olympics. He was a true unsung hero whose commitment was
second to none, was always passionate about the development and
discipline of the school, working long hours under the kerosene
lamp in the office of the principal at St. Joseph'’s.

His golden voice made him a highly sought announcer, LAJ graced
the air via the loud speakers in various Track and Field meetings in
the North. He finally served at Arunothaya College at Aleveddy from
15/06/1969 until his retirement on 09/07/1975. For the 75
anniversary of the college, held in September 1969, he directed and
produced an English play “Merchant of Venice”, which was well
received. Arunothaya’s 2nd eleven soccer team, coached by LAJ,
won the cup in the tournament conducted by the Jaffna Schools
Football Association in 1971. He was given a hearty farewell by the
college and the public of Aleveddy on his retirement.

As a strict disciplinarian, and a competent teacher, whether it was
at the St. Henry’ College, Manipay Memorial School, Mathagal St.
Joseph'’s or Aleveddy Arunothaya College where he served, LAJ
was extremely popular amongst his students and staff. Among all
the professions in the world, teaching is undoubtedly the most
influential. Due to the responsibility of moulding young minds into
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tomorrow’s responsible citizens, we owe a debt of gratitude towards
teachers like LAJ for their sterling service.

Apart from his teaching profession, LAJ was a renowned social
advocate in the area. He had the acumen to identify social injustice
and obstacles, institutional corruption and had the commitment,
courage, concern and strength to challenge and deliver justice for
the oppressed, underprivileged, disadvantaged or voiceless
persons or groups, defending their rights.

His ancestral home “Amirtha— Villa” Mathagal was frequented by the
people who needed his help to deal with the establishment. The truly
great men are not the men of wealth, of possessions, not men who
gain name and fame, but those who advocate for justice, testify to
the truth and refuse to compromise whatever the cost. LAJ was
determined to do what he considered to be right. He was harassed
by the local political establishment and opposed by the bigots for his
progressive ideologies, the advocacy which he stood for and who
and what he was. But they could not buy his soul or break the spirit
of the determined warrior of a school teacher. He supported just
causes and fought injustice, took responsibilities on his shoulders
when required and found constructive solutions in crisis situations.
His advice, guidance and leadership were highly valued. For
possessing this invulnerability of spirit, LAJ deserves high
admiration.

Furthermore LAJ was an accomplished orator, actor, athlete, artist
and farmer. He was dedicated to promoting the development of the
community of Mathagal and surrounding areas. On December 22,
1964 a powerful cyclone struck northern areas of Ceylon and
caused catastrophic damage to lives and properties. As the
Secretary of Valigamam West Red Cross Society, he relentlessly
served day and night in the affected areas and among the people.

He retired from teaching in 1975 living in Mathagal till 1988 and
moved to Mount-Lavinia where he lived out his golden years until
he was called to his eternal rest.
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Locally he was well known as “LA Master”, and with his death,
Mathagal was deprived of one of its great sons. “We never need a
special day to bring you to our mind, for days without a thought of

you, are very hard to find”.
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Nowadays We Rarely Find Men of His Calibre.
Rev. Fr. Louis Ponniah O.M.I

The late Mr. Loppupillai Amirthanathar Joseph, popularly known as
L. A. Master, was one of the well-known citizens of Mathagal who
enjoyed the esteem and confidence of the general public during the
second half of the 20" century. He was esteemed for his
uprightness, charitable and loving disposition and respected for his
paternal and friendly advice. He combined both ability and integrity
among other desirable qualifications. His life record is one of great
earnestness and untiring activity in uplifting the community and in
advancing the interests of education and sports as a committed and
dedicated teacher.

From the early eighties | have had the pleasure of knowing him
personally and enjoying his affection and hospitality. His home was
always a scene of contentment and cheerfulness. In the late
eighties, due to the unpredictable situation in the North, he moved
to Mount Lavinia with his family and spent the evening of his life
there. During his residence in Mount Lavinia | always made it a point
to visit him, whenever | had the chance to go to Colombo, and enjoy
his company, invariably with a scrumptious lunch. Though | learned
that in his early life he was a very dynamic and vibrant person, full
of enthusiasm with an intrepid and tenacious fighting spirit in the
cause of justice, as | saw him in his retired life, he was the epitome
of simplicity, modesty and humility with a genial and amiable
disposition.

Mr. Joseph was a father figure for me. | immensely enjoyed
conversing with him in English. He had a command and facility in
it, having had his education and Matriculated during the British Raj,
and also for having been by profession a teacher of English. He was
a typical specimen of a revered old timer. Nowadays we rarely find
men of his calibre. No one who called on him failed to feel it was a
pleasure to partake of his hospitality, in which he excelled. Every
time | visited his home it was a memorable and treasured
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experience. The last time | had the pleasure to be with him was on
the occasion of his 90" Birthday celebrations along with his near
and dear ones. | consider myself fortunate to have been present on
that day. That day remains so vivid and fresh in my mind that it is
hard to believe that ten years have passed since then. | do really
miss him.

After a happy period of retirement with his devoted and loving
children, while all the time being grateful to God for his gracious
Providence towards him, the following year on the 25" of August,
he went to his heavenly reward for which he was ever prepared and
looking forward to. He was a man of deep faith and religious
conviction and its observance had pride of place in his day to day
life. He made sure that this was also profoundly instilled in his
children, who bear exemplary witness to their faith.
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The Brightest Star

Every night, before I sleep, I take a look into-the nighit sky.
Peering through my window, I stare up into-the noiseless nighit
Abstracted from my suwrvoundings; I place my focus on one star,

A beauliful star, the one that gives off the most light

I begin to-think about my dear Grandpa,
Who-I have heard so-much about
The person whom I adwmre the most;
Which is true; without a doubt

My Grandpa was an amaging faiher;
To-my faiher, and hiy all hiy siblings
The stories told about him are awe-ingpiving _ ’ of
We all love him more than anything 54}%

My Grandpa was a great sporty mary _ 4@ S
And was aprinciple teacher as well, &
What a mudltitalented man he was;

Hed pick anyone up if they fell

Alas; I donwt remember much about my Grandfaiher,
I was ondy little while he was still present;
Buk I know my Grandfaiher from the stories I ve heard;
And the thought of him filly my heart with content

Whenever I look into-the night sky, I search for one star;
The star that wailches over me; that beauliful; bright star.
7 believe that star to-be none other than youy
My Dear Grandpa

Groand Daughier
Valentina, Joseph
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Member of the Volley Ball Team — St. Henry’s College, llavalai -1935
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Dad and the Children on the 90" Birthday Celebrations.
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Contemplating 90 Years.
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FCHMHTHEMTHSHCSTTIIL 6L, euTsHefer UMflul UFLDLEDT
@evevilnmesr  “oIblfH  elldbeon  QEMHE  HEVLILEITSHENT
Sy Slieoreuml6i  CLPEVLD FMETMMEETIMG. GSMILILTS @&
gCHMIEIME STV QF6ITMN SHLEHHEOS 6160, 6.
SIRISITILIT Sllq S6NITIy BTLMIh& &6LALDITEITSH 6L LD

45
-.‘_I-“ (‘{j : ’.(/.‘{.‘.11'??1!. ut,-{‘-?(-‘.l'ltl‘ﬁ‘{"‘ ('5("-’{ t -'/; 5_‘.)£~u J‘H/!.Il.rt)l'd[l



6l 65 F s &G Locusmy Blemenailys&@&Ld - Nenjirukkumvarai Ninaivirukkum

Qeopusgluilend Qe LEIILSNID  HMLEMHE)
6160GELMTSHGLD (LPETMHFILITS aTeThiHeurT.
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QuMIb CUMIAUMGCMEST. ST LeTemensenents GumeuGel
BTID  SleufsHener UOUT WL 61601Cm  emLPLIGLI6DT.
sieufledt el lged LTemeLCeusnengeiled euflest W&CsoTm(H
STl LUNHEUND FHUBCEUETT. DGO CLPEVLD HEUTSHETS)
GELUSHMEG  HOIWWD  eUMIILLD G (B RISILILLP G LD
EUMLILILILD Sl 1quig),

uaum  hseld  &6uoTig LILIMETTEI].  SLeuMeYld  ULDGOUSDES
FOhHE HHMGWITHED, [H6LVEL HEVUILIETITHEYLD  SH6GoTlg.LIL
BenmbHS HeLOTAFUITTHED HHDHST]. Sieu] L (HLDELEV
LWL AmhHe STLTSED GLemWwE Gl e [HGeuTemn)
LO6OTLDCHTEUITIDEL 2 LIFFILUUSID Hmhsel]. SiHEHS Sl
Comud Q&ML 6ng [HTeT e(HGCUTHID SV SHl6LEM6L.
MNemenensen Geuml CFULSTL HiflGHHHC&HTEHICL M6y eni)
gatl) HBHHNGeury
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aflgeoid  HCym 2 eworGeum S|(HHGHLOML_L_MJSH6NT.
Siug UL L &l Nerereiluiled eubGHeu] SHUImISTLOED
sieujseLD 2 MenwCun® &sreenhd QFsms @eTmiD
BID QUBEHLGWTH Henerey S HAGTCMET. JieufsHen ailh
Herpld eNGpHgTeNseTed RMDOHAHBGSGLD. THSCEHILALD
wimy GUTEITEYILD (P& HANGSTLOE LOGUTD FENEMSHSTLOED
o LI&H&sULIL6UT.

LU §eurgl LNeTenensemen &6ig.&s Geueigl QL §Slev
G SHSID  JHUTHEHEHS BV  HEUILETTS  Q(HES
Coustongll QL §HL HmHG HEITLITEHELD  eIleMhISI 6.
SIUG LNETEMETSHET  CUETTHEUTHETE  LNGTEMILD, HEUTSH6N
gnumilengildo  @SOUUTS — JeUjHeng  ShengWwiflergid
LO1q. &61TI6L LB ([HHS Cl&F6L6VLD Q&MEhHEEUMSLI
UMI&@LeUTE 6@ QUUIGQWIT® Hheng @6eLemevGLL
61631  JHSLDMS QmhsGen(H. Fm  QlLSeL 6Tearg)
SHEOGWITNT QLHSHMLCW HG J&655HSGHS SHIEILD.

uoumelLld 2. §aNGCsLl (B &Herd eu(@pd  L6LENT  HIT6o
L6V (P6mM  SH6uoTl&l6uor(h. geotement  GCHlaeunhdH 2 FHai
GCaL_Gumeny 6heaNgd &eLps LIMGUMTIG.65TM &6aTearmeL @6t
o geMlsGenen eeualls smsLMMIOGM BHrGCH CFINISHI
SI6U] FMEHHFHID QLML (TEITMID HEMETHHHILD @6LEM6V.

BTLlg60 gOULL GUT] &LDEL SHMIEUUILONS Si6U] LDETISHITH
Ch&lHE WGHMETLD DTHHMELU|D BHFH HEOEL(LPMM
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SO0 G(HLDU  UTFOVEHELGMG LD LG 2065
gleonujLesr  WLHGCL  Heorg wemestel  LHMILD @A
LO&ETSH@pL 60T QSM(PLOLY WMH&(H&EG QL ALWY ChHihSS).
el afwns eamiD §601%H CHIGHme afsig &sSH60emnen.
H6UTH HMTIAILIT(HEHE FEOOUWIEOD R&HFHTME QFUI6UG),
GuUILIL6T6m 6118 (615 & (& UmLLb ClEFTeLEOGHCISHT(HLILIG),
UnGCamLL D, &HHn S Beug, &Emevsst Q&g
Gumestm &emeusetled FHUTHCSTEIL6UT. STeneLCaIMETF
CELUHHVID  WTemeLUTIEL GGBLDU CFLLDTEmeD CFTELEUSEYILD
@GmMUIM  LUFsSmeTuld geuj SHeudwGid  @Qevenev,
Qeumemm  sleung  GEUSHeTT  eTIMILD  HEUm
AL aNFH5HHID GeLemnev.

@uung e L @@ [HLEL G, UTFLOISES &hHehGenll
sreugslent  Muwidleorug NHHHON_CLTD. Hmer CFUIS
Fpsm  Qameau(®  BHtGm  HlemmCeudlig  6TETEMILD
L TOISH SHlUSSIL 60T @emmlLilg eJ&leutmy. ieuiflest @QIOLIL (b
GuilpUur@Ld.  udum, DD eUTSHERl6 Y 60TLOMES6I
H&HW  QemeriummI&HeL  eMLUI  6TLELMD  EUELEV
@enmevsnent Geuevurlg. Him&leoTGm6or.

48

2 N (. A K 7 O '
‘l.'. ({/ ‘;‘r‘.' -‘x'}f“'?’} "o.,]llfl'u‘li "\‘.‘4 ;’f‘; .L'f((.ff}[i’r.“f':{f’]



6l 65 Fp & G Losusmy mlsmemallys&@Ld - Nenjirukkumvarai Ninaivirukkum
CUMLDIHTGIEMELEVITLD EUETUTIRIGLD 6T 6015
SILILSG W &

FUITLONB TS 60T & (I5L0 &6V 60T
FCLP G CEFNCUILITEN - FLOMGIT6OT 1685 6LIT60T

resfiuuml  QCLIMIWEd  Ym&eL LML FTenev
SITMMUI  BTLHL_L HH60 OGeYd NFHeHEH QUMM
SRIEIL LML FTMEWITSES HEDHHSH. HSHTELEHH 6D
LHUILSGHIW  cTev. el  SIPSIHHID  JQUTSH6T
HMEVENLD QLAFILITTS LeNwmmE Q& ety (bS],
BT6T  SIUCUMT(PG  SIRIG  LOTETTEUSITS &L
&M M) &GS M6TTL. (I I G 60T, IhG Geusmemuiled
LML §ME0eV&HE Qhhidleod, 2 L eouumé), &emigLomsil
LML RIS @p&&STen QL AFWITTS 6160, 6. GRTEL LDTErVIy
SI6UITSH6IT S| (H LD U6ToN UM M 6TTITIT. LITL_&IT6m6V
LDIT6U0T6 ] & 61T WITEUEMIJULD (LPSSLOMTHELD
SLESCHMILL @I ABLTHE 2 LeduulnHuieyid
allemarm_ (K& GlenmeaNeld  Slaufsemen]  LRIG
CILMENEUS G 2618 8L1LI(H & &\ 6vTTI]. SIHCHILD
UL gmemeoudled  eflemum GUCUNLIg&HeT  Gus)  (Page)
UI&GET6D  (Bicknell) GOSML.  (Scott) SL&WI LI
@606V G EH &Sl GLL 6oL GILIM M 60T @\eufleor
BTV G Fl6L LITL_& 636V elemum (H&SHlemmued
LS GHIUN CUMM) MRS UIG). @eunme
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LUMMIeNSSLILIL CILoGLommiuted LITL_& 6060
LoTevTel&BeT  oi6ull,  SFlL  BeVRINS J &luled
2 | eouuwlm&lumneo @yevor(h(Lemm “CUMRISTELI"
&6TII6T015, 608 Cleum M) &6to1L_g)). CILoGLomMiwied

UL MmeuuTguid  LoHMID  Liev  LITL FTemev&emens)
allemenur B CuTL g &eNgd  Gerg) &600T1] Gy 63T
Ceuangend @redled Gumlly  eleunridemen @eury
@OIUTLLOUS FEHOMIIILD  S6UhHS ). QL GLommMled
urLgmemeowllest  elememuml (HLUGLITL 1q &6Med @euiy
SMVGHHIEL LDSGGET LITTeMEULITENTTSETS 60D & 6T & &l6L
BTG SmeworliLiBeur.

BEGIIT  SUTEHET  YRHLGHD HmHs Levenio
CQUDDEUT. SIUNHI RISV LeLsmLOUN6T L&D
UMIHEMSH ST 6UTETNES QUIOTE. UHES HS
SIUGTHTEN. 61601FH & QUTHT. UGLLUSS SleUTSHTedt
ShIHleL &AFw). NseD QgeNeLsr aNeT&HENS
9} MhI&l6V 1605 5 6001LD, @60 &SRS M6
LDTEOTENISE@hE@  HAMOLL6T  SMHLNGSHISQAST(HLILITIT.
@eurfleor 9 hI&Hl6VLD S5 & 60 6T60TSHGLD
FHLOMMITHERSGD  GeD  1Nq86SHLOMETHTSH6 LD
LWeTh&&STHEID  QIbHSHS. QFHEIT  EeLRINS
&e0aG HlMIGHMGHT  &QUTHT.  LFL em&uded
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Qb RIKEVLITL & H6L [HIT6BT LH&6LD FIMhs
ClumIGUMMIemenT QuIHCmsdT.

QeuflLid LufetTm  gymIHeL Siley @Q6TMILD  6T6uTG)
ELEDDSELSG LOS6D FHIOUTHEETONE. 6T
SS[DIj]g,gjgj g,g,g, English Grammar, Literature, Essay Writing, Letter
Writing, Spoken English &I,QUJG'OT 616018 “Anant English” CLO6VLD
SICHS LOTTIITHEHSG RIHD iMeneu e iq &
CEWEOLL $80lqUISTS 2 6T @eurg  sSLLUUT(HLD
2 QUEMOWILD  ChHIOWWTST  BLEOSUID  HCHS
LOmsToTe T &afet (Lp6aTGeTmme &)@ QULNIGHTELIT6TTG).

SIUTHI LMMEYS CFIISDW MIbGH L 68T, ST (1
CHWIeSs ARy  eTeaTUMSS GM&H  Sieurs)
UL SGIL 60T uSHfensseailsd Qg MAWLILGESEHCered.

616018 QYmIHeL Neys@ 2. Jeplilgll 2 6Tmenins
GG  BHTET  6160TGH  UMPHTQETEOEVMD  LD6ITH 6D
MEUSH G| 6L6TUTRIEGCeL6HT.
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@ GHeumeowi(LpLd eugeomMM6L BT CHlgul
CLP & IT60) & LI (HLD.

QY UISILD 24 &&(LPLD: SLOUPIE. ClLITedT. (S Lomiysor

HemnyaL Geomigu|Lb Slpawid  CHHEHTM  6ULEME
CUMHCEMH'GS &GS M6 LOGTIETINET EHLOHSTSHET LIOJMGLD.
Qeuisafed Leo(hd HMD ChHigul QLIRS &LOg)
LD6OOTEUTTIEL EUM(LPLD L& &6eM6tT SeLENSHTEHALD Lo&EeMemen
Ul BLHSID LGHSHEGSTHOD  eumfl  EULDRIS 6]
618 6M60TLL|LD CQuTGHDWLILGSSH — HLG) LI &lem6sT
SLIa&5 NG Ul Cw  Hog  HeNUQUIT(RET
Clsmen(® CaHmueL LML &menew LD Swim)| &engThis
CEHHEPIGLOL D 6160 QUTGHIDSSEHESSMTET LIS NS LD
2 (HUTHEIGIL 65T HLELTOEL  E\6TTCEUTTIEITE  LDSHG 6N
Geemer Uflihg UL LOMDENSISHmeT 6U6LC6IL g &GHIEHMm
eugeOmMMIEL  BMD  STEIHHTCHTD.  @eleumauNeL
eUELENEUMSIFl60T LGHHUNCL 2 WIfhHG HNGLD HHCHTNGHS
CHEUMELILIS &5 G HIL_L & 6dr eLp6LLD
eUELGIAIL IgHBHImM auFemmHMIeL B&H&HLM HemmbHan L
@(HeUCT QUIDQLBHLOMET Senwwly (HahHeomNerenen
9,61

eUELCIOUL 19 HBHIMMUTL H5CHTSHS 0 euLfLIML 6L
WHeOe SNWSILESHLRT “Gmaly AsTDHDI* e
SmP&SHL  CQUDM  DemWIMfled LML GETUITEUTIT.

@6U(HEDLILI  &SMTEULD MG ML 1700 QI(pHL LD
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SIS &eUM @GMETLINISTE]. UG 626060 H6dT
L ESEBTONGL. UL IGHSHMM  HL 60&SMIUN6D
&6G HLHsHs wrsHeonsr Uelgs QeuervSim]
HHEQETCHUSHMS H6g MevdHed NgHervemni CIFIIG)
6LETUI& 855 6(E 2 il BB (HEUSH MG
LOMDOCWTHSGSL — AD(LPSULGHWLCUTTS G (el
CQETOMI  ugemMMIsd GL b CIUMISHETMM  (66LEDIEL
BeVETLfl FRISLD. Y aVHCIEOIT 2010 —  GUGLEMEUUN6HT
SIGEMMLWIRISET)  “Ghell” eelaid us  oiEam
QBEEFWWL  SMeumdmed &S 6)(IH 6001G 60 & & 1]
6T6oTLIL(HLD Gampmmh ATFGELGUTSH6T6TGHILD,
SlUTEEET SATEGLSMSE &Ml LI6DL_ 5 & enLIG) & erfl 65t
(GCH6UCDT) QUDESMG GHMNES LU UGS TG LD.

Gmall] QSTHMHENLUI  LO(HLDS60T WGy  yeflg
QEFLerO Gy 3L6VULIG MG SHlw Q&ML _1q.60MS
SIDWSGSHT]  TTHMMT  GreumLh) ETTLINI&TE]. @6
SIMDSS QBT I1q60 CHmellensy Al HL 1L Loms 1780°
SHN(HEHETED  6MLDG & 6T SILDENLOUN(HEDL_LLI  LD&6EDTIT60T
meUSEIT 6160TD @M ClomLilg SL60W QUFeLTMHMIeL
SMENSHOLSHOTME.  meus Sl ewrmed SL_L_LQuUmm
Uedlls  QELevEWINT opeowisded 1872° ayem(® syLbL
LML &Memev U |Lb 1890" SHEWTIGED (& (IHLDEMEITLLLD
SIMOSSLILLL 631. 6TevflgiLd QeveureuwIs 6t LissTjemLoLiL]
Colmeuaet 1895°  oyatiqeh  SisTTEMMUL U556 glenm
LRSS &SbHeng mRICSTL.  (Raoul Maingot)  3ilq &erTIfledr
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SMLHHL Y IDINGSULL G QeuHmL I STeL&HCCL
LIS S & G160 M LOMMLD L& &emevLiLeer
G&6UMELLITRISEHLD LSILINSSLILIL L 6oT. @euemrs
QIBMLIHEH LIRIGSHSHHENS 62660 (William Owen) il &HETIfl6HT
EMVHHL CHAUTLWIHHT &He) &eTeoTed L &S  6T6n
Cah LLCalmEsEHLD HenL Qumbmer. sTeulleaid 19132
SLEWNG60 LRGSHSHDS CUHervQFed  (Henry Perussal)
g &aHledT  HTLHHCLCIW  FLOWI Y SIS EHL 65T
galgwl UYeflg ClFuevdwimy eowIHSHeT  Simearss)
CeouemeL&EHLD HlemMEUETL [HE60T.

eUeLGIAL g &GHl6mM SMIeNV & eUTSHemern gieumLhl
EMesTLILNSTEI] Valiant Catholics (XXV Years Catholic Progress) 61631
GO, 6UeLCIAIL g 550N @HSHISHEMET Hindus of very
bigoted type 6TEMILD GMILULLD 6T60T6M60T SHEUTHEG Q& MTEIOTL 60T,
@Qemeusailenl  HHHSHTH  (PHLMeUF  GMILLN6nsoT
‘el $5CHTEOESH)”  eTeoTeyld @6 MU
GohluNenesr  “LHULUMM LSS QHGISSHET  6T63T6)LD
G6a.M6VITLD. GLomulg. @ yegor(h GMILIYSEHLD
6UELGIAML g & & IemMUN6T FeLd GeoiLm(h&eTlest SMLILTeneot
@uIDLEUSTGLD. LGOI g &HGHlemmullest [Hevor  ClLI(HLD
eugeummMlenesT HionIH U TmUGeumy (b GEHLDLSS6oT
QULNIHCHMeTTmeL &G 6U6LGIAML1q.6 &l6mm U Tl6or
(LL&ELEMLDF&FCLPSHLOMS (6TEFLOM6OT  LIILDLIENT) 2 (H6UTS)
2 _6TENENG S SHMEUIT6VITLD.
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SIDEMOWIT  WOMID  MEUGEHIT  6T60T0ID  QUUWITSET
60)6)1& 61V 6UIT 63T S0V G) 60615 SHl60IMRIGHLD 61607
SIDPSSULGLD  mFey  FoWGHHUfeT (WP (WHD
&L_6)]61TIT6DT FeuNymen 618 &S LiwlestL(HLD
CUWITSEMN6T &F(HSHLOMGLD. LG WITETTEL WM @hs
SIDEMOWI]  OMID  meuSHT  6TaIGUMT?  HLOE)
FLOWILDMEST &6l FLOUWGHmESH el GCeuCmeuails &Lowl
SIWIL L ETRISEMETLILD 6TaNEH6L OSMG LDESHET EUM(LHLD
NPGCHEFD  ULCIILIGHFHIMDMUITGL.  Q6LRIMSUIED
Siestesiinmesr  GUTSHGIHCHIIN6  2a(B(HeUsd TGS
SMULD (IPHEL SUTEHEHHSG 6THITS eUSHelstT LG
LTOMRISEHSSG THITHDL Falgwmer GUT] &6Hame
SMLIqUIOITHET ULEAILIGHGHIENM LOSSET. 2 &TJ6IILOTS
1544° oy 6UI(D LOTTSPUND LD6HTETTHEL DG LTI
6g FCHMHIET 2 L UL IMBHTMISGSL  Gomul L
GBEG  SMevgeauisemer  C&THIMSHTS  EUFOTHM)
AATWTHNMTD  SamUUGEL  wmplumer  siggsor 7P
Q&FEITECEST6T  6TETLILERLLD  LDGITEOIEM(GLD. 7"
C&sNTECEFSI@IENL U L' §E SMeLD 1519 - 1561 6601(H
G)JG'O)I]LLII'I'EHTQH'@Lh (A Critical History of Jaffna — The Tamil Era — Page
113 - Swami Gnaparagasar). @QelellenL & STeLHHCELGIL
Gpuy UHOSTMeSET @L AUMME (The Life and Letters of

St. Francis Xavier - LI&&LD 247).
1505 91, 6%0T1q. 60 QLRI SUTEL SHTITEHTHILI
JHMUSHWUTH ST CUTTSHSHICHWIT (LPHELMD FRi&ed)
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LU @eumenLwl  BImHUSSuNgsser ME)J&@*I‘_“’*-
SpL-Suferr NetrennGy 1561° yeTMq.60 WIMDLILIETNS S16E 6T
oG sMVgW 1B DeusGHE].  @eueurm)
6TEU(H GG LD EUEMENTIH G CaT(H&5Ms &HEOT6MLOU|LD
QEUGLI B ol HEsTLULD, @6 Hemew A
QUTRshHFLITsaLD eiyLb @b, 6T
LIGWL_LLI6TBT & (65 L_ 60T 9L Hufev AmHeHms
LM & MM )| S60TM 60T LD 60T6OTITI] UL 1g CHML L& &HeL
HSLDSSLILIL L SlervgermTs LD&LD Lomolul
SIMBMMISGSLD  GCOULGLMflsr  LGHQASTEN6LE @SS Teo
SMPEID BB FHUTSHHW  eTHLILGTNTCovl s LD&LD
SRIG WSHWLIL(HS S LILL 6N6L6m6V (WITLpLILIT6DT
QUTLEWILD USBD - 69 - &EOMHE & & SMHmLbLEVLD)
QUUBCSETmeLGET  @\boeiTesenlledr  iHHIL TH LSS
6216)| 6)T60T FITEOTMM(GLD. @& 601 SITIJ6UOILOTS
CUMTSSIECHWIT BTLSHS, o &ATOILTETTSHST SFMiLiled
6T(WPHS EUTELMDM| Y AUTTRISEHLD SHeuHENMLI NeTLmN
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Cwes.
Letters to the Exiled Sons 3: ol L
‘M enegd,

Late Mr L. A Joseph.

These extracts are from letters written by Mr L A Joseph from Sri Lanka,
to his two sons in Scotland, describing the social, political and military
situation in Sri Lanka and the suffering of the Tamil people at the hands of
the Sri Lankan Forces and the IPKF, especially in Mathagal from 1986 to
1988.

Repulsed Attack.
Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 04/01/1986.

We are OK here. The tension is there but life goes on as normal.
Once the army tried to attack the boy’s camp at Annaicottai, by air,
but the attack was repulsed with losses to the forces. After that there
Is an uneasy calm. Both sides are wary of each other.

From Colombo, | returned home on the 16" by bus, on the way the
armed forces checked us at more than a dozen checkpoints and as
a result | reached Jaffna by 11.00 PM and home to Mathagal at
1.30AM.

The Situation is Becoming More Anxious Day by Day.
Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 25/01/1986.

| am writing this letter on the 24" night. Tomorrow we hope to attend
the Holy Mass to give thanks to god for preserving us, for all the
mercies he has shown to us, and for knitting us into a devoted
family. May providence and his blessed Mother continue to shower
their mercies and blessings on us, and see that we can overcome
all our difficulties.

Here the situation is becoming more anxious day by day. The armed
forces are trying to get out of their camps and round up the boy’s,
but the boys have successfully pushed them back to the camps on
all occasions. There has been numerous loss of civilian lives. The
army has suffered a considerable amount of causalities, with
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minimal loss of lives to the boys. A few helicopters have been
damaged. Now the fighting is confined to the villages situated
around the army camps, so we are spared at the moment.
Kurumpasiddy was attacked, but Kamalarajah and company had a
miraculous escape though their building was fired at. Now the
fighting has become a daily occurrence and a part of people’s lives
and people are getting used to it. May God help them and us.

There was no mail, trains or bus service to Batticola for the past
couple of weeks due to the heavy rain and flooding. It was only
yesterday we were able to communicate with Kumar. It is not
prudent to have Amir and Ravi here. We will have to do something
to move them out from this hell. May the almighty God help us. Rev.
Father Tarcisius passed away in his sleep two days ago at
Colombogam and his funeral took place yesterday.

The Political and Military Situations Remain Unchanged and
Tense.

Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 24/03/1986.

Your long awaited letter written by you on the 3™ instant was to hand
on the 18". Yarldevi was mined and the train service was disrupted
for some time, but it has begun to run again from Saturday last. We
had a telegram from Tilaka last week intimating the death of her
mother and the funeral took place on the 12" instant. The telegram
has taken a week to reach us.

Rev. Father Gurusamy passed away on the 19" of March on St
Joseph's day. Swamy Papa is keeping fairly well. He feels deeply
the demise of his friend Fr.Gurusamy. May his soul Rest in Peace.
We have lost a very good friend and well-wisher of the family. You
can pray to him and he certainly will help us.

Here the political and military situations remain unchanged and
tense. The army is unable to mount an attack on land, so they are

carrying out ruthless attacks and bombardments from the sea and
air.
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People Have Got Used to the Bombing and Shooting.
Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 25/06/1986.

We sent you a letter yesterday through a friend who left for
Colombo. Hope that it will reach you safely. This letter is being
posted in India, the postal service here has broken down. There are
no train services to Colombo from Jaffna, the train plies only
between Vavuniya and Colombo. There are no regular bus services
to places beyond Pallai.

The government is amassing troops at the various camps. The
troops are transported by air as they cannot send them by land. The
army is being held prisoner in the camps by the boys, so far very
successfully. The only advantage the government has are the aerial
and naval attacks, even so the boys are able to keep them in check.

The government is convening a meeting of the different political
parties today to consider the ethnic problem, but | do not think they
are serious about it and doubt that anything positive will come out
of it.

Now the people have got used to the bombing and shooting.
Nobody takes it seriously. It has become a normal event. We also
take it that way. The only thing left to us is to pray and be in a state
of Grace

We are going about our day to day life peacefully. You know the civil
administration has come to an end in Jaffna. The people are their
own masters.

Our Beloved Swami Papa Passed Away Very Peacefully.
Amirtha Villa. Mathagal. 09/01/1987.

| wrote to you last on the 29/11/1986 and got that letter posted in
Kandy. Hope you are in receipt of it. Our beloved Swami Papa
passed away very peacefully on the 20" of December 1986, at 3.40
PM. there were a number of Priests, Nuns and other people at his
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bedside. That just so happened to be on the 55" anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood. His body was laid at St. Thomas
Church till the 22" morning. On the 22" his body was removed to
the Grotto at 06.30 AM. Holy High Mass was sung by a number of
Priests and the body was taken in procession up to St. Joseph’s
Maha Vidyalayam and handed over the Oblates Fathers who took
the body to St. Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna and laid there till 4 PM. The
concelebrated mass was sung by Bishops, Rt. Rev. Deogupillai, Rt.
Rev. Antony and over twenty priests. His body was buried at St.
Mary’s cemetery.

Swami Papa who was always praying for us when alive, will | am
sure intercede with his blessed Lord and His Mother for you and all
of us. Let us take it up well. We have done our very best by him.
Especially Raji and Amir, who must be praised for the very faithful
service rendered by them to our departed Swami Papa. Every one
of us did his or her part by our late Swami Papa. He was aware of
this and he has said so to his superiors and visitors.

Be contended that we have done our very best by our beloved uncle,
in fact without Shanti and Chandra to start with, and the other
children who continued the good work, my brother should have died
eighteen years ago. We should feel consoled that the good God had
helped us to do our very best by our late Swami Papa. May God be
praised and the soul of our darling uncle rest in peace.

315t Day Remembrance Service for Swami Papa.
Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 21/01/1987.

We had the 31 day remembrance service for Swami Papa on the
19" instant. Rev. Fr. Michaelsamy, the new parish priest of
Mathagal, the parish priest of Sillalai, the vice Rector of St. Henry's
and another three priests concelebrated the Requiem High Mass.
Though the outstation priest and people couldn’t attend the holy
mass due to a strike here on that day, there was a large
congregation of the local people. We entertained the Nuns and
Priests at breakfast at the parish house and treated the public at
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home. The boys came in good numbers and graced the function.
We had paper notification on the previous day and the account of
Swami Papa on the 19" in the local papers. We are enclosing a few
memoriam cards, you may give them to your friends.

Kamalraj was of immense help to us during the funeral. Premika is
still with us and keeping us going. The new parish priest Rev. Fr.
Regis Rajeswaran is a very nice and understanding young person
who was of tremendous help to us.

We have done everything we should by our beloved Swami Papa,
so we breathe contented and peacefully. Swami Papa will pray for
us as he did when he was alive and shower all necessary graces
upon us. He will certainly help us.

The Situation in Jaffna is Rapidly Deteriorating.
Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 13/04/1987

Raji was successful in her written competency examination for
Teachers of English conducted by the Department of Education.
She was asked to present herself in Anuradhapura for final
interview. Amir or Ravi couldn’t accompany her as the army is
hunting for Tamil boys. | also couldn’t go with her due to my bad eye
sight and failing health. We thought of giving up the affair, bur Raji
said that she would try her cousin Rev. Sr. Carmel to accompany
her. Sr. Carmel's Superior was away in Colombo and Poddy
Masters daughter was acting for her at llavalai Convent. She was
unsympathetic but Rev. Fr. Selvarajah, who happened be at the
convent, intervened and obtained the necessary permission for Sr.
Carmel to accompany Raji to Anuradhapura. Both of them have
safely returned from Anuradhapura and Raji appears to have fared
well at the interview. Let us hope for the best.

The situation in Jaffna is rapidly deteriorating. The Armed Forces
are terrorising us by bombardments from the sea and air. We are
living in perpetual fear. To add insult to injury, the boys want
everyone to help them with a sovereign of gold to purchase the arms
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they want. They want Chandran’s Universal Industries and
Agencies to pay them one lakh. The boy in charge of the area is an
old boy of mine. | intervened with him and explained my
circumstances and the pathetic plight of my family and paid two
sovereigns on both accounts. It is advisable to close these
temporarily and transfer Ravi and Selvan to Amir's Home Keeping
Engineers at Pandatterruppu. Now the business in Mathagal is poor
due to the present situation and it will be very helpful for both the
brothers to be together. They can go to work together and return
together. This will also minimise the people’s jealousy. Anyway, |
shall welcome your opinion.

Emil, Mr. Kumar’s son came from England and has removed his
father to India for treatment. The doctors here are unable to
diagnose his illness.

My eyesight is fast deteriorating. Living conditions are miserable
here and people find it difficult to have one square meal a day. That
is the position here. We shall hope for better times and pray.

Kamalraj came home yesterday and invited all of us for the Hindu
New Year. His sister also came with him. We excused ourselves, as
the car hire would cost a fortune these days.

Jothi wants to learn short hand and typewriting. How to send a
grown up girl alone to Jaffna in these times, but she is adamant.

Many fishermen here have lost their lives while crossing to India.

| Am Rather Nervous To Pen the Present Political Situation.

Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 30/04/1987.

We are getting on very well, but the people are living in a constant
state of fear. The Sri Lankan Army and Air force are treating us like
alien enemies. They are bombing at random, shooting everybody
from the air indiscriminately, not caring whether they are men or
women, young or old or pregnant woman and infant babies.
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Yesterday the vicinity of Chulipuram Victoria College was attacked
but fortunately no lives were lost. But God is kind towards the people
of Mathagal. Except for the sporadic shelling from the sea, there has
been no air bombardment so far in Mathagal. All the people are
digging trenches paying a thousand to two thousand rupees. We
dug our trench ourselves, Amir, Ravi and his friend Selvan. They
took about a week to do the job.

You need not get disturbed by all this, what cannot be avoided must
be endured. There is God above to look after us. Pray to Swami
Papa, he is sure to intercede on our behalf. He loved us so much
when he was alive, he would not forget us in this time of need and
necessity.

Swami Papa'’s six months death Remembrance Day falls on the 20t
of June. We propose to have a mass said and invite a few priests
who are around for breakfast.

| am rather nervous to pen the present political situation. | thought
of by passing it lest you should get disturbed over it, but on second
thought | decided to write to you. The boys are visiting every house
and enrolling members to their movement. They compel the boys
where there are more than one in the family. When they came to
our house, luckily Amir and Ravi had gone to the shop; | had an
opportunity of meeting the area leader Prasad. | told him of my
failing eye sight and health and the declining health of my wife and
the helpless position of my unmarried daughters. | told him that we
depend on them for everything. If they are removed from us we do
not know how to manage ourselves. He gave a patient hearing and
said that Amir and Ravi could help them in health Work joining the
Initial Health Work Committee. | agreed to the above though feared
of worse consequences if | didn't.

It is advisable to send both Amir and Ravi overseas, but that takes
money, may God help us. You can send them to India by boat, but
there is a risk. A number of fisherman and people have lost their
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lives in an attempt to cross the Palk Straight. This is the current
position so let’s pray.

Yesterday noon, Veeravagu’s son, a boy of thirteen years old, was
shot and killed by a helicopter near Veluppillai’s boutique.

It is good Chandra went to the UK. God should be praised for it.
Please recite your daily rosary and attend Sunday mass without fail.
God will not let us down. Swami Papa will certainly intercede on our
behalf.

The life here is difficult and dreadful though somehow or other we
are getting along well. May the Blessed Mother be your own Mother,
and may she Mother you both and look after you. With love — Dad.

A Lot of Water Has Flown Under the Bridge.
Amirtha Villa. Mathagal. 15 May 1987.

| am writing this letter without waiting for your reply as a lot of water
has flown under the bridge since | wrote to you last. You would have
been disturbed by the news that was broadcast and televised that
Jaffna was bombarded by the Government forces. People are well
prepared to meet such eventualities. We have dug Air Raid
Precaution Trenches and are ready to meet their aerial attack. They
are not strong enough to mount an attack by land for they are like
prisoners in their camps. The most they can do is to shell us from
their camps causing some damage to the neighbourhood but God
is there to look after us.

We May Get Into Hot Water.
Amirtha Villa. Mathagal. 16" May 1987.

We are highly elated to learn that the Home Office has granted
Chandra a year visa, may the God be praised. That period should
suffice for | believe the country will have returned to normal by that
time, and then you can return to Sri Lanka and go ahead with your
business.
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Amir and Ravi are attending to their work. Their flying to India will
not be possible, as they cannot go to Colombo without risking their
lives, as the army is very hard and cruel with Jaffna boys. There are
a number of checkpoints between Jaffna and Vavuniya. We would
have to risk sending them through Palk Straight. But is it necessary?
Let us pray to the Mother for guidance.

Amir is elected Hon. Secretary of the Primary Health Centre and Mr.
Martin is the president. The have opened a clinic at Proctor
Reginald’s house. It was opened by Dr Vigneswaran. Amir attends
to his health work in the evenings. We cannot afford to ignore the
boys. We will have to help them at least in the civil administration or
otherwise, we may get into hot water with them.

Bombastic Claims.
Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 02/06/1987.

You would have heard the bombastic claims made by the Minister
Lalith, that at the end of the 7" day of their all-out attack, they have
probably brought a portion of Point Pedro town under their control.
The boys are putting up a tough fight and have caused a heavy toll
of the lives of the soldiers. More than 200 soldiers were killed in this
seven days of fighting. While fifteen boys sacrificed their lives for
the noble cause. Thousands of civilians are thought to have lost
their lives. The government is carrying out indiscriminate bombing
and shooting from the air. The government has declared a curfew
over Jaffna when in truth, they have no control over Jaffna. It is really
very funny. Perhaps to make the Sinhalese believe that they, the
government, has a hold over Jaffna. India’s attitude is now changing
into one of anti-government.

We are quite safe and healthy. We have made air raid shelters so
has everyone in the Jaffna Peninsula. Kamalraj and family shifted
from Kurumpasiddy to Sandilupay.

Most of the People Have Migrated to India.

Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 21/06/1987.
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We had an anxious time, especially after the fall of Vadamarachchi.
The army broke the Keerimalai sentry and advanced to
Senthankulam and broke also the Maviddapuram sentry and
advanced to Tellippalai but were beaten back to Keerimalai and
Maviddapuram by the boys. They are there for the past two weeks
or so.

Most of the people have migrated to India. People are leaving daily
for Colombo or India. We propose to stay to stay at Mathagal. If the
need arises we intend to move to Usan near Mirusuvil with the
Kamalraj family. Mr. Singarayer and his Daughters family also will
go with us. Cousin James and his children have gone to India.

People are fleeing to India — Dad. Here we are living in Fear -
Mum

Amirtha Villa, Mathagal. 16-07-87.

| thank you for your cards you sent me on my birthday and the
present you sent along with it. We celebrated it in a very quiet
manner. We all attended the Holy Mass and received communion.
We didn’t invite outsiders for various reasons.

Mr. Kumar died in India and his ashes were flown here and interred
at St. Antony’s Cemetery, Mathagal. Emil Kumar came from
England. | have sent you a video cassette of Swami Papa’s Last
Journey. You will get it in due course.

After the fall of Vadamaaraachi, the Army threatened to invade our
village via Keerimalai. One night on the 3 instance a false alarm
was raised that the Army had crossed Senthaankulam and all the
people ran to the neighbouring villages for shelter. When people
took shelter at Sillalai Church a rocket bombarded from a naval ship
fell by the side of the Church between the School and the Nunnery.
One woman was killed on the spot and another was wounded.

Mr. Singarayer’s family and ourselves, went to David’s House at
Annaikkoottai in Navaratnam’s van. We stayed there for two nights
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and a day and returned home when we learned the truth. There is a
terrible tension here. The boys are determined to give the Army a
good fight. The Black Tigers are bent on a do or die sort of thing.
Their recent attack on Vadamaaraachi killed more than three
hundred Sri Lankan soldiers. Now there is talk that the Sri Lankan
soldiers want to go on leave, and that the leave is being refused to
them. There is also a rumour that some soldiers are fasting in the
Camps and defying orders. We do not know how much of this is
true. I am worried about Amir and Ravi and the two girls. People are
fleeing to India. | do not have the guts to send them by sea, for the
Sri Lankan Navy is keeping a twenty-four hour vigil. You can see
the Men of War anchored in the sea close to Mathagal. God must
help us. Some of the boys are trying to bring pressure on Amir and
Ravi to join them. | went to Prasad again and interceded with him to
spare my children. He said that he is helpless as the orders from
headquarters is to recruit all available personnel. He said that he
could save Ravi from attending the regular training camp if he takes
charge of the Civil Administration of Chulipuram. He said that Ravi
could do his job from home. | had no alternative but to agree to i,
though | do not like it at all.

| am sure you will understand the position and will not blame me for
consenting to the proposal. There is no question of saying no to
what they say, if we do, we might be hanging from one of the light
posts any one of these days. So we will have to stomach it whether
we like it or not. That is the position here. The only way is to send
them out of the Island.

We are keeping fine and hope it is the same with you. Please
continue to say your daily rosary. Trust in the Blessed Mother, she
will not let you down. Please take care of your health. With love —
Dad.

My Dearest Sons,

This time we celebrated Dad’s birthday all by ourselves. We
attended the mass that day. Here we are living in fear. We don'’t go
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to the roadside through fear of helicopters roaming all the time in
the sky, shooting at everybody they spot. Dada has written to you
all about the present position. | am unable to go to the clinic through
fear of the Army and the boys. The Tigers are compelling everybody
to join them. They are very hard on those who do not fall in line with
them. Amaleutpavam’s son joined the boys and left them for some
reason or other. The boys are very angry and are harassing the
parents daily. We are also in a nervous situation regarding Amir and
Ravi. How are you both getting on? Take care about your health.
Say your daily rosary. May the good God and Blessed Mother guide
you both. ~ With love. Mummy.

Stranded in Batticola. No communication with Jaffna.
Kadiramar Road, Amirthakally, Batticola. 10/10/1987.

We heard about the death of Prima on the 30" instant and Mum and
| went to Colombo in time for the funeral on the 1% instant. Genny
also came from London to be present for her sisters funeral. Kumar
also was there.

Kumar promised to allow Premika to go with us to Jaffna so Kumar,
Mum and | took the night train to Batticola and arrived there next
morning hoping to leave for Jaffna on the following day. This was
the last train to come to Batticaola, for that night the train was set
on fire and a number of Singhalese passengers were ruthlessly
murdered and burnt, so there are no trains or bus services to either
Colombo or Jaffna and there is a real tension here. We understand
that about 17 LTTE boys were captured by the Sri Lankan Navy and
taken to Colombo for interrogation and the IPKF also amen’ed it.
So the boys took cyanide and 13 of them died and others are in a
serious condition. As the result of this there is a war between the
tigers and the Indians. They say that the Indians are advancing but
some say that they are losing heavily and a number of Indians were
taken captive. We don’t know which is true and which is false. There
IS no communication whatsoever between Jaffna and Batticaola or
between Batticaola and Colombo. We are at 3 loss to know the
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position of our children in Mathagal. We do not know whether they
are alive or not. Mum does not eat properly. She is in tears all the
time. We are praying, putting our hope in god. The two young girls
and the two boys are alone at home in Mathagal and we are here in
Batticaola. God alone must look after them.

There is no private buses even for Vavuniya. Transport is at
standstill and we do not know when we will be able to go to Jaffna.
Thilaka is also in delicate health. She is expecting a baby by early
December. Premika and Ajith are our only consolation and they
keep us going. We shall take the first opportunity to go to Jaffna. Let
us pray that our children are safe in Jaffna.

There is no point in ourselves getting unduly worried. God knows
best. Let us have confidence in him and pray. Prayers alone will
save us and our children.

QU6LEL G (HBHTSI U(HGHGHI6UH QBMELEVEUEVE. ...
QsTeLELEUELEL Felsmereni QaTeaISHEH. .

The Poor People of Mathagal Had a Terrible Time There.
Kadaramar Road, Amirthakali. Batticaola. 25/11/87.

Neither the bus nor the train services to Jaffna have restarted. There
is a bus plying to Colombo. Some private vans are also going to
Colombo now.

We received Raji’s letter of 20/10/87 and Ravi’s of 01/11/87 on the
23" instant. They had been posted to Vavuniya. Today we received
the following letters from Raiji: letter dated (1) 07/10/87 (2) 11/10/87
and 17/10/87 (3) 05/11/87 and 17/11/87. Some posted in Kandy and
others in Vavuniya. She must have sent them through Lorries or
people travelling from Mathagal. | hasten to tell you that all except
Jothi had been doing well. Jothi was down with Typhoid (enteric)
and seems to have had a narrow save. Dr and Mrs. Wickneswaran,
who are refugees at St. Thomas school (for their dispensary at
Pandatterruppu is taken over by the |.P.K.F.), had been treating her
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for over three weeks. They took some time to diagnose the disease.
Now she is alright says Raji.

The poor people of Mathagal had a terrible time there. The I.P.K.F.
asked everybody to leave their homes and assemble at St. Thomas
Church, Pilliyar Kovil and Murukamurthy Kovil. The entire Mathagal
population stayed in those three places for over two weeks. Even
cooking was done in those places by the refugees. It was during that
time that Jothi fell ill, but luckily the Doctors also were refugees in
the same place, and that perhaps saved her life. May God to be
praised. While the people remained in the church and temples the
Indian forces went to the houses and searched them. Carrying away
whatever they liked (especially electrical gadgets) damaging the
windows and doors.

At night they went to the places where the people stayed, taking a
“P&elg” person whose face was covered only leaving two holes

for the eyes. The boys and girls between the ages 12 to 30 were
asked to assemble at two different places, while the elderly people
were assembled in a different place. They were asked to line up.
The Army personnel took a vantage position, while four armed men
and the "dummy” stood at the gate. The boys and girls were asked
to march through the gate while a soldier flashed a torch light at the
face of those who went through the gate. The “Dummy” who stood
behind the soldier with the torch either nodded or shook his head
sideways. The persons whom “the “Dummy” nodded at, were taken
by the I.P.K.F. for questioning. The Girls taken by them were put
through inhumane treatment, while the boys were severely dealt
with. Some were hung upside down and whipped while others were
beaten with nail driven planks. Thank God none of our people were
subjected to such torture. Raji writes that Jayaratnam’s cousin’s
sister was taken into custody and was released after three or four
days. On return from the camp she said that she was well treated
by the Indian soldiers. Yet on the second day after she was
released, she saw some |.P.K.F. chaps passing her house, she
immediately started shivering and fell into fits and lost
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consciousness. She had to be rushed to the hospital and had to be
admitted for some time.

Even old ladies are not safe with the Indians. Girls run out of sight
at the appearance of the Indian soldiers.

Our Parish Priest appears to be doing some good work. He makes
the representation of the complaints of the parishioners to the
Officer in Charge and sees that such misconduct on the part of the
soldiers is not repeated.

They patrol the village at odd times. People are afraid to go out of
their house, such are the doings of the Indian Peace Keeping Force,
to be exact they should be called Indian Peace Killing Force.

We shall go to Jaffna as soon as we can find a conveyance. Bishop
Anton is here on some business. He hopes to return in about a week
or so. He has promised to take us with him when he returns to
Jaffna.

Thilka developed false pains two days ago and gave us a hectic
time. Kumar had to brave the I.P.K.F. at midnight to fetch the Mid-
Wife. She was taken to the Doctor the following day and is now back
at home.

Mummy is worried about her sons and daughters and counting the
days to be with them. Kumar is dissuading us from undertaking a
journey to Jaffna, perhaps through fear that his parents would be
killed on their way.

Abandoning the Ancestral Home Amirtha Villa and Exiled in
Colombo.

Alwis Town, Hendala, Wattala 26" January 88.

Ever since Mum and | returned from Batticola to Jaffna we were not
at ease. From Batticola to Colombo we were checked at about six
or seven places. On the way from Colombo to Jaffna there were no
less than about 40 checkpoints. The passengers had to carry their
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baggage and queue up for the ever rude and impolite I.P.K.F. Mum
was saved these ordeals because she had her face plastered after
the fall she had at Batticalo and | told the Indians that she was too
feeble to walk. Jaffna gave us a picture of a City under siege by
foreign invaders. There were no less than sixteen check points
between Jaffna and Mathagal via Vadducoddai. That was the only
bus working. | had to get down in all those check points carrying the
bags for inspection by those brutes who neither knew English or
Tamil. They did not know even the rudimentary elements of
civilisation or culture. They did not know to respect old age or
women. They were, to our disgust and resentment, squeezing the
girl’s chests and were asking what they were carrying. Such is the
first experience | had of the I.P.K.F. in Jaffna. | very often wonder
whether the Indian Government knew the meaning of “Peace
Keeping”. The Indian forces are doing anything other than “Peace
Keeping”. They should rightly be called Indian Peace Killing Force.
Gandhi, or as a matter of fact any right thinking or self-respecting
Indian, should be ashamed. What do you think was the effect on
the physical condition of a seventy one year old man, who
underwent these ordeals for four days on a stretch from Batticola to
Jaffna? | could not move about for a few days.

My children told me their experiences in the refugee camp at St.
Thomas Church and of the illness of Jothini. My children had not
been sleeping at home ever since the fight with the I.P.K_F. started,
for the fear of what they might do to them. Two young boys and two
young girls without their parents, and at a house on the main road,
anything could have happened. Raji, Jothi, Amir and Ravi slept at
Judina’s house. In fact, at night, all families joined in groups and
slept together. Such are the conditions prevailing in Mathagal.

After our return to Mathagal we slept in our own house. Early one
morning, at about 4 AM. | felt somebody was walking at the portico.
| got up and looked the through the window. What did | find? | saw
a soldier with a gun on his shoulders standing in the middle of the
portico. | summoned all My courage and shouted “What do want?”
and switched on my lights. Mummy and Raji came running to my
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side but fortunately Amir and Ravi only peeped from their rooms.
The startled soldier murmured something and said he wanted a
knife. | obliged him with one. He took it and cut the flower plants that
grow beside the big statue of St. Thomas at the corner of our
compound facing the road. There was already another Indian who
had built a platform with the flower pots that were there and was
looking at the road over the wall. The man who got the knife from
me cut the plants as he liked then called for a chair from me and
took his stand. You must excuse me for writing all this at length
without telling you that Mum, Raji, Jothi and | have come to Hendala
and are the guest of my brother Gnam. | think the correct term would
be that we have fled from Mathagal and taken refuge here. Unless
| explain to you everything in detail you may not understand us and
our actions correctly. So please have a little patience with these
unfortunate beings.

At about 5.45 AM | saw a number of soldiers in Mr. Singarayer’s
house and there was an Officer there. Mr. Singarayer was talking to
them. Through fear | did not go out. | later learned that there were
two "masked” men, one at Mr. Singarayer’s fence, the other at the
Mill peeping through the holes in the fences, nodding or shaking
their heads at the passers-by. A number of poor boys were taken
for questioning. | do not know what became of them.

From that day, we thought it was foolhardy to sleep alone at home,
so we went to Judina’s house to sleep. After a lapse of about three
or four days, one morning at about 6 AM, Raji and | came to open
the house. We found two soldiers standing at the end of the lane,
on the road. We opened the gate and went into the house. As we
were opening the house, | thought that Amir and Ravi might follow
us and might get into difficulties so | sent Raiji to inform them not to
come home for some time.

After a lapse of about ten minutes or so, | looked at the road from
our portico and found nobody on the road. |, like a fool thinking that
they had gone, walked to the road. To my great amazement, | found
the soldiers standing close to the walls with their guns. | turned right
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and walked along the road. At the other end of our compound, below
the tamarind tree, there were two men with their guns. One of them
questioned me as to where | was going. | told him that | was going
to my garden and showed him “Sothiniyar Walavu”. He then asked
me where | lived, | showed him my house. He then waved me to go.

Later | learned, the whole village was inundated by the I.P.K.F., who
assaulted the passers-by irrespective of their sex or age, detained
them at St. Sebastian church till evening and questioned them as to
the whereabouts of the Tigers.

The I.P.K.F. enlisted the supporters of the “Three Star” to flush out
the Tigers. The local chaps settled their old scores against their
enemies, by giving their names. The |.P.K.F. without rhyme or
reason pounced on them and slaughtered them mercilessly. Among
such victims are Victor's Brother.

They were hunting for Bhuvanendiran, but the chap must have got
wind of it and has fled to India.

The I.P.K.F. has setup their camp near the sea shore. They are
occupying Mr. Sellamanikam’s house and the adjoining houses. The
|.P.K.F. have a checkpoint at X’s fishing vardy. He bribes them with
Arrack to do his fishing and he is fairly close with some of the
Indians. He came one night and told me that the soldiers were
inquiring about a teacher who has two sons who were the friends of
the Tigers and asked me to send Amir and Ravi out of Jaffna.

The next day we received a visit from the parish preist early in the
morning, who informed us that the I.P.K.F. had at midnight, entered
the convent by climbing over their wall, under the false impression
that the convent was our home. | think they were mistaken by the
fact that both our home and the convent both have a statue on the
coner of the road. St. Thomas must have been looking after us. This
is when the parish priest advised us to leave Mathagal.

| knew the time had come for action. | lost no time. | first sent Amir
to India, on the 16" instant, as | didn’t want to put all my eggs in one
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basket, and then sent Ravi on the 18" instant. | paid a thousand
each for the boat and gave them each a chain weighing 1 sovereign,
some clothes and other things, waited till | had a word from them
and then left for Colombo on the 21 Thursday. On the 20t night |
had a feeling that they would clamp down a curfew on the following
morning and | was doubtful as to whether we would be able to leave
Mathagal at all. | heard that cracked — son of Y, led the |.P.KE
through St. Thomas Church and went along the Market Lane to
Bhuvanendiran’s house at noon on the 20" The army was looking
for Bhuvanendiran and, unable to find him, they arrested his
expectant wife and children. Afterwards they inspected the outskirts
of the village. This confirmed my suspicions. Fortunately they didn’t
introduce the curfew on the 215 but instead put it in place on the
22" morning and occupied the school during 22", 23 and the 24t".
During the three days of the curfew they carried out a house to
house check. | think they didn’t want to close the school for a further
two days — Thursday and Friday. | understand from our neighbour’s
lorry driver who came to Colombo yesterday that the |.P.K.F. went
to our house, broke open our gates and banged at the doors and
windows. Finding none at home, they broke open the doors of the
side rooms. They later went to Mr. Singarayer’'s house and asked
for Joseph the retired teacher and his two sons Amir and Ravi. They
seemed to have said that we had gone to Colombo to attend the
funeral of our niece and had not returned yet. They had also inquired
from passers-by about us. God has saved our lives. | knew that
some envious elements were at work against us. May they be
blessed.

| explained my pathetic plight to Annan Gnam and Machal. They
were very sympathetic towards us and have given us a room to
sleep in, a kitchen to cook in and a parlour to share. | have not
received my pension from now, for | had been away in Batticalo from
that time and returned only for X’mas. The Kachcheri at Jaffna is not
functioning. This explains the inability to draw my pension.

Amir and Ravi will write to you early. | wonder how they are
managing. They will not be total strangers as there are many
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Mathagal people there as refugees. Some of the smugglers have
their own houses in India. Most of them will help them readily, |
believe.

Pray, Pray, for prayers alone can help us. Think easy. We have to
sail through the difficulties which cannot be avoided. Take courage
god has saved every one of us from those beasts. May God be
praised. Please do not get unduly perturbed over this. The merciful
Providence who has saved our lives will continue to look after us.

They Pay Scant Respect to Nuns and Priests.
Alwis Town, Hendala. Wattala. 23/02/1 988.

Re Chandra’ inquiry re Appu’s books, we took particular care to
wrap them in polythene bags and put them in a case and placed
them in the rear house (#.15). We sprinkled a little Malathion to
make sure that the white ants didn’t attack them.

We had a letter from Judina who gave us a lot of news from
Mathagal. She wrote to say that Mrs. Thuraiyappa, Selvans mother
died under tragic circumstances. The |.P.K.F. personnel based at
Mathagal have been transferred and a new batch of them came in
their place. She says they are worse than the previous lot. They are
doing house to house searches and shooting the boys on sight like
dogs. They assault everybody they come across, be they old men
or old women, young children or expectant mothers. They pay scant
respect to Nuns and Priests. | understand that early one morning
they invaded the Nunnery at Mathagal and searched the house and

premises for Tigers and Weapons. On finding none they went away
without even offering an apology.

They had also gone to our house and banged at the doors and went
around and kicked at the well side door and the lavatory side door
and the lavatory side door it appears had given way under pressure.
They had gone in and had damaged the furniture, removed the
television and the fridge. She says she doesn’t know what else is
lost. | do not want to go there for fear of my life or above all losing
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my honour at the age of 71. Mum and the daughters also dissuade
me from doing so. We shall see what is left behind when we return
home perhaps after a year or so. It doesn’t look as if the trouble will
stop in the near future. In Jaffna the fighting is still going on. The
latest report states that two |.P.K.F. men were killed in an encounter
in Jaffna.

They Don’t Seem to Bother About the Tamils.
Colombo. 20-08-88.

... Here in Colombo the political situation is very unstable. The JVP
are attacking daily the UNP and their supporters. They don’t seem
to bother about the Tamils. Jaffna boys belonging to PLOTE,
EPRLF etc. are here in Colombo in large numbers. They kill one
another off and on.

In the Northern and the Eastern provinces, the |.P.K.F. are very
aggressive, arresting the young boys whether they belong to any
party or not. Last night the BBC gave an account of the present
situation in the Northern and the Eastern provinces. There is fresh
fighting in Jaffna, Chullipuram, Chunnakam and Mannar in the north
and Trinco and Batti in the East. A good number of |.P.K.F. are dying
daily. The talks between India and the LTTE appeared productive a
few days ago but now they look miles apart. The Sri Lankan
government is happy that the |.P.K.F. and the Tamils are dying
fairly. ...

This form of communication through letters gradually came to an
end as the availability of telephone communication improved at
both ends.
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